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PREFACE. 


The original of the work now offered to 
the public, has met with much approbation 
in Holland. It conftitutcd, originally, two 
different works ; the account of the voyage 
to Batavia, Bantam, and Bengal, having 
been firft publifhed; and afterwards, fepa- 
rately, that of the voyage to Samarang, 
MacafTer, Amboyna, &c. Hence proceeds 
the different forms in which the two 
voyages arc moulded ; and hence fome 
repetitions occur in the fecond, of what 
had been noticed in the firft. 

Mr. Stavorlnus was poft-eaptain in the 
naval fervice of the States General ; but a 
long period of peace, and the little employ- 
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ment that occurred in the Dutch navy for 
men of enterprize and abilities, prompted 
him to rcqueft permiflion to go a voyage to 
the Eaft'Indies, as captain in the employ of 
the' Dutch Eaft-India Company, retaining, 
however, his rank of cap fain in the navy. 
The accounts of his two voyages, in that 
capacity, arc here given ; and his readers 
will find him, throughout, a man of obferva- 
tion and intelligence. He was afterwards 
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral, which 
he held at the time of his death. 

Acquainted with the family, though not 
witii the perlon, ot the author, during a re- 
fulcncc at Middlcbiirgh, in Zealand, the 
tranllator has endeavoured to do all pofTible 
juftice to his work, in the drefs in which he 
now prclents it to tht‘ public. A regard for 
truth, howcier, oblige^ him to declare, that 
he has had to llrugglc with much difficulty 
in correcting pallages, which, in the Dutch 
original, arc extremely faulty, from the neg- 
ligence 
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ligence of the editor j the original abounds 
in typographical errors, and in miftakcs m- 
numerical charaaers, fome of which the 
tranflator has reaified from their obviouf- 
nefs, and a certain knowledge of the true 
reading, others from conjedure, and others, 
though as few in number as poffible, he has 
been obliged to let remain as he found 
them. 

With refped to the notes and additions 
which he has made, they are colleded from 
every authentic fource within his reach ; 
from the accounts of other travellers, from 
other Dutch writers, from authentic docu- 
ments, manuferipts, and llatcmcnts, and, in 
a few inftances, from- oral information: the 
work, together with the additions, he flat- 
ters hlmfelf will be found to contain much 
new information rcfpc6hng the adual and 
late poffeflions of the Dutch in India, which, 
in the prefent fituation of affairs, cannot 
fail of being extremely iiitereftiiig. He had, 

for 



PREFACE, 


for fome time previous to the publication of 
thefe voyages, collefted the materials whence 
his additions have been made, with ah idea 
of forming them into a general account of 
the Dutch Indian fettlements ; but meeting 
with thefe voyages, and thinking an Englifli 
vcrfion of them could not fail of being ac- 
ceptable, he conceived himfelf more ade- 
quate to the talk of giving a tranflation, with 
tifc additional information required, to ren- 
der the whole as complete an account of the 
Dutch fettlements as his materials would 
admit of, in notes, than to that of com- 
pofing an original work himfelf upon the 
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VOYAGE 


TO 

Tiiii CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA, 
BANTAM, AND BENGAL; 

IN THE YEARS I768-177I. 

¥oc^T 

CHAPTER L 

Dtparturr from Zealand . — ^he Shingles. — 

Sou TII AMPTON. — POR TSMOUTH. (io SPORT. 

— Departure from Spithead. — Ihc Needles. 
--Jjlands of Porto Santo und Madeira. — 
1 ' lyiu^-Jijb . — JJlands of S a i. and 15 o n a Vis t a . 
- -Dorados. — DolpLdns. — /IDi cores. — Bouiics, — 
Sharks . — Pilot fljb . — Cape St. A U(;ustine. — 
Dhe Abrolkos . — of Land. — Pariatw'i of 
the Compnfs. - ■ /Inchora^e Si i. IJa v, at tie 
(^\.?K OP Good J Ioim: . 

On the loth of June, 1768, the Ead- 
liulia C^oinpauv’s (hip tlic Snoek (tlic PikeJ.^ 
imdcr m\ conHTiaiid, reccivtd her final dif- 
jiatche.-) ; and upon mudering the crew, for 
the lad time, wc found that the nuaihcr of 
men on board amounted to two hundred and 
VOL. I. twenty- 
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twenty-five ; confifting of one hundred and 
forty-feven feamen, feventy-feven foldiers, 
and a paffenger, who was a mechanic. We 
were fitted out, as ufiial, for nine months, 
and were bound to Batavia, by the way of 
the Cape of Good Hope, On the 13th, the 
wind coming round to the caftward, we 
flipped our cables, in the road of Rammekens, 
and fet fail ; but on reaching Flujhing roads, 
the tide failing, and the wind veering to 
the fouth, we were obliged to come to an 
anchor. We remained here, windbound, 
till the 24th, when we again weighed an-» 
chor, and put to fea with a frefh gale from 
the eafl-, and fine weather, fainting the town 
of Flujhing with fifteen guns. We were 
clear of the land at nine o'clock a*m. and 
returning the farewel-falute of the pilotboat 
that had accompanied us, we fleered for the 
Straits of Dover, and lofl fight of tlie ifland 
of Walcheren about noon. At iunril'c, the 
next day, wc faw the oppofitc coaiis of Eng- 
land and France ; of the former, the North 
and South Forelands, and of the latter, the 
high land in the neighbourhood of Calais, 
At noon we found ourfclves abreaft of Dover, 
which is the firft: place on the Englilh coaft 

that 
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that appears on entering the Channel; here 
the eafterly wind failed us again, and it be^ 
gan to blow a ftiff gale at s.w. which made 
us refolve, the next day, to run in behind 
the Shingles^ and there wait for a more fa- 
vourable opportunity of proceeding on our 
voyage. Befides feveral other Ihips, we 
found lying at anchor here, our States* fri- 
gate, the Young Prince of Orange, com- 
manded by Count Byland, fcnt out to 
cruifc for the homewardbound Eaft-India 
fleet, and which had failed from Campvere 
the fame day we left Flujhing. 

The Shingles is the name given to a large . 
fand, that ftrctches out full a league and a 
half from the Englilh coaft, fomewhat to 
the weftward of Folkjlone, It appears above 
water, but is very low, and would be very 
dangerous, efpecially in the night, were 
there not a lighthoufe at its extreme point, 
whereby (hips are enabled to perceive and 
avoid the danger. Veffcls lie in fafety here, 
protedled from the s.w. and weft winds; 
but being open to the s.s.w. and fouth, 
when the vvind veers a point lower, they 
muft of neceflity immediately put to (ea. 

On the 29th of June, we faw two homc- 

B 2 ward* 
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wardbound Eaft-Indiamcn ftanding towards^ 
us ; upon which the States’ frigate, the 
Toung Prince of Orange^ weighed anchor, 
and fet fail, in order to convoy them to 
Holland. In the night we had an cclipfc 
of the moon ; the beginning of which, by 
my obfervation, gave a difference of 7' 31^' 
in time between Paris and our fituation at 
anchor, or 52' 4.5" weft longitude from 
the meridian of Paris. 

The following day, being the 30th of 
June, the wind came round in the evening 
to the caftward ; whereupon we left the 
Shingles a fhort time before midnight, and 
held our courfc farther down the Channel. 
Bul on the next day, having fcarccly reached 
as far as the Ific of Wight y the Iky began 
to affume a black and menacing afpe6l to- 
wards the w'cft, while the eaft wind now 
wholly failed us. Apprehenfive of the com- 
ing ftorm, we handed all our fails, and it 
foon burft upon us with the greateft vehe- 
mence : it was accompanied with the moft 
tremendous thunder and lightning, and 
leemed to threaten inevitable deftrudiou. 
On Ihore, as I afterwards was informed, it 
caufed great devaftation ; on the road from 
I London 
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London to Portfmouthy many trees were ftruck 
by the lightning, and torn up by the 
roots ; while much damage was done in all 
the farms and gardens thereabouts. This 
thunderftorm continued about three hours, 
from feven till ten o’clock at night, without 
however doing our fhip any material da- 
mage. The wind flien veered to the s.w. 
where it remained ftationary, and blew 
moftly in heavy gales, without intermiffion, 
from that quarter, till the yth of July, when 
it irKreafed to a violent ftorm. This in- 
duced us, the next day, to determine upon 
putting into Portfmouthy that we might not 
be driven farther back up the Channel ; and 
that the crew might not be unneceflarily 
harafled, without our being able to ad- 
vance on our voyage, fince our men were 
daily falling fick, and thirty of them were 
already unfit for duty. Wc accordingly 
reached Spithead^ and caft anchor there the 
following day, being the 8th of July. 

While we lay here, I made an excur- 
fion to Southampton, which is fixteen Englirti 
miles, or about fix hours’ walk from Gof- 
port, a kind of fuburb to Fortjmoutb, lying 
on the oppofitc fide of the harbour. The 
, B 3 / road 
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road to that place, leads through a hilly, 
unpromifing, and barren country, but which 
affords food for flieep, feveral flocks of 
which we met with on our way. Here 
and there were fmall running ftreams, that 
flowed down from the hills', into the val- 
lics. Wc flopped halfway at a village 
called Titchfeld, being* two long flreets of 
tolerably goodlooking houles. 

Southampton is a town, fi mated on a 
river, wliich runs into the fla oppofitc to 
Newport^ in the lllc of Wight, navigable 
above the town, for vcflcls of a moderate 
burden, and called Southampton - 'ivatcr. 
When the Danes were in pofl'eflion of 
England, Southampton was the feat of their 
kings. It is naturally flrong, being almoft 
iurrounded by two blanches of the river ^ 
it is hefides encircled by a wall of hewn 
ftone, which bears flrong marks of antiquity. 
From the rlvcrfide, runs a long and broad 
flreet, which is adorned on both fidcs by 
very handlomc houfes, reaching as far as 
the landgate, which opens to the London 
road. Over the gateway, is the flatue of 
Queen JNNE, as large as life. This long 
flreet is the principal, and, indeed, may be 

laid 
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filid to be the only one, the others being 
of hardly any confequence The town 
is much frequented in the fummer feafon 
by the Englilh nobility and gentry, on ac- 
count of Its agreeable lituation ; and every 
kind of diverfion, balls, concerts, plays, &c. 
are then to be met with, as was the cafe 
when I vifued the place, 

Portfmouth is at prefent a well-fortified 
town, and* the works which furround it, 
particularly on the landfide, arc very con- 
lidcrabie. Clofe to the town, on the north- 
fidc, arc the King’s building and dock- 
yards, liis magazines and arfenals. The 
immeide quantities of naval and military 
{lores, that arc kept here, are incredible. 
Moll of the Englilh {hips of war are laid 
up here, in time of peace, but they arc al- 
ways kept afloat. The largcfl (hips of their 
navy are to be feen here : I was on board 
of one, a three-decker, which meafured on 
the lower deck, one hundred and ninety- 
ieven feet Englilh, being equal to one huii- 

* The additions and improvements which have been made 
in later )ear>, fincc the time Mr. Stavorinus vifited South- 
ampton, 1 768, make the town afl'umc a different appearance 
Ironi what is here dcfcribcd. T. 

B4 
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(Ircd and ninety-five and a quarter feet Am- 
{leidarn,and which carried* one hundred and 
twenty juns 

Oppolite to Port/mouthy lies tlic town of 
Gojjy/ft. The inlet between both, which is 
icry wide, i:> iiicd for a huibour; its en- 
trance dcicndccl by icveral coiihderablc 
battcrie,^. Gofport has many llrccts, and 
is crouded w ith Ihops, wliich in time of 
war, and when there arc many Ihips here, 
are much frequented, and very floiirilh- 
i'lg. 

On a point of land, wdheh is called 
Spithciid, whence the tame appellation i' 
oivcn to tile road before it, w h.cre the KiiV'’' 
ihijis ride, there is a large and ilatei) 
hof[)ital tor the leamen of the navw \s Inch 
is ke})t cxceedinglv clean and neat, and in 
which the fick are tieated with the greati il 
care and attention. 

The 24th of July, the wind; becoming 
fa\ourable, wc weighed anchor in the morn- 
ing, and eiulcavoured to put to lea, round 
the wJl-ciiu of the lOe of U’igct, or pair 

* 7 i.L I 1 'ip in t’ r Ontrh t\’.vv, arr of 74 and 

‘4lln^ ; L.r i.aC'v.ui • " n' ad ; it cf inip^ of greater 

iorK'. ‘7. 

the 
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the Needles; but in the afternoon, we were 
obliged, bv a change of wind, to let drop our 
anchor before Cowes^ a town in the Idc of 
JFight, whence a great trade is carried on to 
America ; and on the 26th, ab it began to 
Idow hard, and the road of Cowes was not 
very late, we returned again to Sptthead, 
'J’he next dav, on the wind again coming 
lound to the calf, we left Spitbead^ for the 
lecoiid time, but we {fill could not pafi; the 
Needles; for coming near them, wc found 
•the tide againft u<, and t!ie wind too 
ieant> to lad out; and vye were the re lore 
<)l)}iged to turn back again, and anchored 
befoie Yarmouth, which i. a Imall place in 
file I lie of fright. 

The Needles arc high fliarp rocks, like 
p\ramidb, fituatcd at the w'ellcrn end of the 
Hie of fright, and clofc to which lliipo mult 
tail. On the other lide of the channel, lie 
the Shiugfes, a land w Inch is dangerous to 
be aj'proachcd too near. 

On the 28th of July, however, we w^crc 
Ku tunalc enough to clear the land ; but it 
w'as onlv on the 4lh of Aiigult, that we left 
the Channel, and Itcercd our courle, in 
(uder to run in fight of the illand Porto Santo. 

Between 
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Betweea ten and eleven o’clock on the 
morning of the 6th, we obferved a re- 
markably ftrong aurora borealis, ftretch- 
ing from w. n. w. to n. n .e. The (ky ap- 
peared, in that quarter, perfc£lly in flames ; 
the rays, which fliot forth in a ferpentiiic 
direction, from the horizon to the zenith, 
were inceflant ; and that whole fide of the 
heavens feemed to be agitated, and in com- 
buftion ; the horizon was clouded, and the 
wind northerly, blowing a light gale ; the 
greiateft heat that day was 67° by Fahren-> 
hcii’s thermometer ; and at noon our lati- 
tude was 48® I ' north. For fome days fol- 
lowing we had a fteady north wind, with 
frefli gales, fo that on the 16th of Auguft 
we ran in fight of the iflands Porto Santo 
and Madeira, We here found ourlelvcs 
3® 6', or 39 leagues, more to the eaftward 
than our eftimated longitude, fince we 
had taken our laft obfervation, on leaving 
the Lizard Point. Many veffels make an 
eafterly mifreckoning in thefe feas ; and it 
may, with great probability, be attributed to 
the indraught of the currents, in the bend 
between Cape Cantin^ and Cape St, Vin^ 
centy towards the Straits of Gibraltar, 

Much 
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Much care ought therefore to be taken ia 
thefe latitudes, cfpecially in the night. The 
weather is here likewife often very cloudy, 
which was the rcafon, that we did not fee 
Porto Santo in the morning, till we were 
within three or four leagues of it : whereas 
it is vifible in clear weather, at the diftance 
of eight or nine leagues oflF. 

Porto Santo appears in the w.N.w. with 
four high hills, the northernmoft of which 
feems as if it were feparated from the 
others, but it lolcs that appearance, on 
failing two or three points farther. We 
ran along the ifland at the diftance of a 
fliort league, in order to take an accurate 
view of it. It is moftly hilly, and had alfo, 
through good glafles, an arid and barren ap- 
pearance. It has a fteep rocky ihore all round, 
except on the foutheaft fide, where tlierc 
is a low inlet or bay, along which fomc 
houfes are built. There is a great rock on 
its north-fide, lying detached from the 
ifland, which, when it bears w.s.w. per- 
fectly refembles a church with a fteeple, 
the latter rifing from its fouthern extremity. 
Xhere arc, befides this, feveral other rocks, 

as 
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as wcK under water as above, lying all round 
the iiland. 

Madeira lies s.w, about fix or fevem 
leagues from Porto Santo, It is much larger, 
and has fomc very high mountains* When 
abreaft of Porto Santo^ you firft perceive a 
great hazinefs, very like a thick fmoke, to 
the s.w. nearly ten degrees above tfie ho- 
fizori, which on a nearer approach is diffi- 
pated, and the high land, of Madeira 
to view, yet ftill enveloped with clouds 
halfway downwards from the fummits of 
the hills. To the s.e. of it, lie three fmall 
iflands, which arc very high, but barren and 
uninhabited ; they are called the Hbas De- 
fertaSf and corruptly by our feamcn, the 
Serjieros^ and are feen at a great diftancc. 
The fea is not difcoloured round any of thcle 
iflands, as is the cafe round many others, 
which muft chiefly be aferibed, to there be- 
ing no ground, but very clofe to the ihore, 
whereby the water retains its azure limpid- 
ntfs. We found that the variation of the 
compafs was here ly® n.w* and the greateft 
heat of the day was at the lame time, on 
board our (hip, 78*. 


The 
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^ The number of fick began now greatly 
to incrcafc. About fixty or fevcnty of the 
crew were already confined to their births, 
and four had died. The prevailing dif- 
tempers were bilious fevers and ^afinodic 
colics ; although we had but little rain, and 
no cxceffivc heat, the thermometer feldom 
rifing. above 78®. I therefore now would 
not fuffer the men to drink beer, but I 
had it mixed with their barley-porridgc in 
the morning, and only allowed them water 
to drink. The confcquenccs of this regu- 
lation were very falutary ; for very few fell 
fick afterwards, and thofe that were ill re- 
covered, though gradually, fo that on ap- 
proaching the line, we had but few on the 
iicklift. 

We now began to fee many flying 
fi(h and we frequently made a good 
breakfaft, upon fuch as had fallen upon 
the fliip, during the night, as they fre- 
quently do, without being able to raife 
thcmfclvcs again, and which wc found lying 
on the deck in. the morning. They are 
commonly of tlie fizc, and much of the 

* ExKMtus •vo/i(anf, 

\ fhape, 
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Aapc, of herrings, though they arc, in ge- 
neral, rather ftnaller than larger ; the head 
is fomewhat obtufc, the back blackifli, and 
the belly white ; they are the beft bait that 
can be put to a hook, for catching of dora- 
dos and albicores: they are moftly to be 
met with between the tropics, though they 
are fometimes fecn as far as the thirty- 
fecond and thirty-third degrees of latitude ; 
yet at this diftance they arc but rarely found, 
and never wander into higher latitudes. 

The day after we had loft fight of the 
iflands Porto Santo and Madeira^ we met 
with the fettled north-eafterly tradewind, 
with which we fteered to the weftward of 
the ifland Palma (the moft wefterly of the 
Canary iflands), and palfed the tropic of 
cancer on the 22d oft^uguft, five days after 
we had left Porto Santo and Madeira, The 
greateft heat oh the day we paffed the tropic 
was ySi®. 

On the 27th, at about three o*clock in 
the morning, we came in fight of the IJlt^ 
de Salt one of the Cape Verde iflands. We 
had for three days been accompanied by a 
number of landbirds, among which were 
many fallows ; and thefe kept clofc to us 
S till 
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till we came in fight of land, and then 
they left us. 

The ilknd Sal is not very high, except 
on the north-fide, where it is diftinguifliablc 
by three hills, the northernmoft of which 
is the higheft. The land to the fouthward 
of thefe eminences is middling low, and 
flopcs into the fea, at the s.E. point. The 
latitude of this point was, by obfervation, 
1 6® 34' north; and the variation of the 
compafs 10^ degrees n.w. The thermo- 
meter on board flood that day, at two 
o’clock p.M. between 83® and 84®. The 
ifland appeared to be about three or four 
leagues in length, and full half as broad. 
There is a very dangerous reef, that extends 
out from its north-fide, but it feemed elfe- 
where to be tolerably bold and fafe. 

About fix or feven leagues nearly fouth of 
'IJle de Sal^ lies the ifland Bona Viftoy which 
is almoft one-third larger, and rather lower, 
than the former : it has two eminences of a 
middling height, that appear diftinftly upon 
it. There are two reefs, one at the. north- 
fide, and one at the fouth-fide, which ftrctch 
out to the eaftward, and which are both 
very dangerous. The Eaft-India Company's 
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{UlCv^ Leimuiden^ was wrecked on one of them 
in the year 1769. Both thefe iflands ap- 
peared very barren ; and Bona Vijla feemed 
landy, being here and there interfperfed 
with low fandhills* 

We found ourfelves, by obfervation, at 
thefe iflands, 12^ leagues more to the weft- 
ward, than our eftimation, fince our laft ob- 
fervation of the longitude off Madeira. The 
light winds and high-running fea, prevented 
us from pafling to the eaftward of the ifland 
Bona Vijla ; and we were at laft obliged, in 
order to avoid the danger of touching upon 
the reefs, to run between that ifland and Sal^ 
after we had fpent four-and-twenty hours in 
vain attempts to weather Bona Vijla, On 
the aSth^ in the evening, we loft fight of 
thefe iflands, and directed our courfc towards 
the line. 

The northeaft tradewind failed us twd 
days afterwards, and changed to fouth and 
s.s.w. which was exaftly in our teeth. 
We were then in of north latitude. 
Thefe. variable winds were frequently ac- 
companied by violent thunderftorms and 
heavy Ihowers of rain, of which we availed, 
in order to fill our empty watercafles, fo that 
^ this 
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this neceflkry element could be more liberally 
diftributed to the crew ; and which Was of 
great benefit to them, on account of the 
cncreafing heat of the weather. Yet we 
had not much calm, till we again came 
into the courle of the lettled foutheaft 
tradewind, and we had hardly any fick on 
board* We were moftly encountered by 
thiinderftorms, about the time of the rifing 
and fetting of the moon, which feems to 
have more influence on the weather, within 
the tropics, than without them. The in- 
ftruftions which arc put on board of our 
Eaft-lndia Company’s (hips lay, that in 
thefe feas, the wind veers to the northward, 
at the new and full moons : this, however, 
we never experienced ; but, on the con- 
trary, wc met, at thofe times, with hard 
gales from the s.w. which were fometimes 
accompanied by a lowering Iky, and violent 
Iqualls. The nearer we approached to the 
line, the more filh we had about the Ihip, 
of which we caught large quantities ; do- 
rados, albicores, and likewife bonitos, (harks, 
and others ; which afforded a moft welcome 
and agreeable refrelhment to the Icamen. 

VOL. I. c The 
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T^c dorado, or john-dorec^, is one of 
the moft delicious feafiih that is caught 
It is long and flat, and covered with very 
fmall fcales. It is from four to eight feet 
in length ; but I feldom faw any caught 
that exceeded fix feet, and ten or twelve 
pounds in weight. The head is obtufe and 
round, and immedialely behind it is the 
broadeft part of the fifli, while the body is 
thin and narrow, tapering until it reaches 
the tail. When this fifh appears near the 
furface of the water, it fhines with a moft 
lively mixture of various colours, blue, 
green, filver, and gold. It fwims with 
great velocity, and darting at its prey, the 
flyingfifh, it is fOmetimes feen to leap fe- 
veral feet out of the water. Although the 
dorado is the fineft fifti that is caught at fca, 
it is yet fomewhat dry eating. The tail 
roafted is very good, and taftes much like a 
roafted cod’s-tail. 

The dolphin f, which I fuppofed to be 
the male of the dorado, has the fame fhape 
and tafte^ but is not adorned with fiich mag- 
nificent colours. 


* Faker y a fpfcics of 
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The albicorc ♦. is a bulky filh, 'with a 
flarp head, thick belly, and thin tail. The 
back is of a dark-brpwn hue, and the belly 
is white. Its flefh is firmer than that of- 
thc dorado, but it is drier, and has not fo 
fine a flavour : it is ncvcrthelefs very taftc- 
ful food for a failor. We caughf fcveral 
albicores that weighed upwards of fixty and 
foventy pout^ds, and which we had fbme 
difficulty to drag on board by the line. 
They never fwim alone, but always a num- 
ber together. They are caught by a hook, 
or are Aruck with a harpoon. They do not 
only prey on the flyingfiffi, but like wife 
on all other fmall fiflies. We one day had 
a diverting fight of their manner of pur* 
filing their prey ; — we faw, at fome dif- 
tance, • a large number of albicores, that 
fwam, as it were, in a circle, and beat the 
water with their tails with great force, 
while in the middle, wc perceived a great 
quantity of fmall filh ; on approaching near- 
er, we found that they leffened the circle 
gradually, and all the little fearful fiflies 
were thus prefled clofe together, till in the 
end they fell a prey to their enemies. Thefe 

* A fpecki ''' 
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finall fillies, which were fliaped like fmelts, 
were often in fuch quantities near the ihip^ 
and ifpecially at the ftern, that the men 
took whole ba(kets’ full ; and after letting 
them he two or three days in fait, they eat 
them like anchovies. Whenever we faw 
them, we were fure likewife to obferve 
their followers, the dorados and albicores. 

The bonito * appears, both<*with refpeft 
to fhape and tafte, to be the fame fifli as 
the albicorc, the only difference being that 
the former is mucli Icfs. I believe that the 
fame fifli, which when \oiuig is called a 
bonito, when it i^rows older anti larger, ac- 
q\iires the name of albicorc ; at leaf!:, I could 
not perceive that they difTcred in any thing 
but in fizc. 

When the weather wub fine and calm, 
vc now and then caught a tliark, but more 
the fake of the fport than for culinary 
[lurpofes, to which this filh is very little 
adapted ; yet tlic tail fbmetimes affords a 
meal to the failor ; but it muft always be firft 
trodden upon, or otherwife bruifed, till a 
light foam exudes from it. The fhark is 
a voracious and cavuivorous animal, and 

^ *■ pflarM, 
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catches at, and devours every thing ^v■lthln 
its reach. It is highly dangerous, for thole 
who in ay have the niilchance to fall over- 
board, and for fuch as bathe or fwim in 
])laccs where it inhabits. Its prey would never 
cfcapc, were it not for.the difSculty which 
the (hark has to catch it, from the fituation 
of its mouth : this opens, as it were, under 
the throat, the fnout protruding eight or 
ten inches farther ; fo that, when the fliark 
approaches its prey, it fwims diredly under 
it, and is obliged to turn on its back, and 
then iiuildcnly fnaps at it, and iwallows it 
whole. The mouth is very wide ami broad, 
and is furnifhed with a triple row of teeth, 
which all fit into each other, and cut every 
thing in two that conics between them, I 
have Iccn au iron crow, winch had been 
thrufr into tlie mouth of one of thcle anirnais, 
and in which the marks of tlic teeth were 
plainly to be ieeii. Its greateft ibrcc is in 
its tail. When caught, it beats the water 
with its tail, and makci> it foam ; and when 
hauled on deck, it would break, by its 
means, the limbs of any one who might 
venture to approach too near. Its (kin is 
very hard and rough, clpcelally when dried. 

c 3 ‘3, It 
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It On the back and Tides of a dirty 

green colour. It is commonly caught by a 
large hook, faftcncd to a doubld or triple 
hrailwirc of four or five feet in length, for 
cordage of any kind would be immediately 
hitten afunder ; this braflwire is attached 
to a long and ftrong cord^ which is made 
faft on board ; about fix feet above the hook, 
a piece of wood is fixed to the line, which 
ferves to keep the hook fteady, and this is 
baited with a piece of pork or beef. As 
foon as the fhark has taken the hook, it 
muft have free play with the line, particu- 
larly if it be a large one, which is eafily per- 
ceived, the water of the ocean being very 
clear and tranfparent ; after which the line 
muft be foftly drawn in again, and fuccef- 
fivcly veered out, whenever the fhark begins 
to pull, till in the end its forces be ex- 
haufted ; it muft then be hoifted on board by 
ropes round its body, and killed, or ftunned, 
by repeated blows on the head with hand- 
fpikes or iron crows, when the tail can be 
cut off without any danger. The fhark has 
generally five, fix, or more, fiickingfifh 

hanging to it, which will not let go their 
/ 
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hold, and which require a degree of .force 
to pull them of. 

Befides the fuckingfilh, there is another 
hfo that accompanies the lhark ; it is called 
the pilotfilh *, bccaufe it Is fitppofcd to con- 
duft, or pilot, the lhark to its prey. This 
filh is much lels eafy to be caught than the 
lhark itfelf ; yet we were fortunate enough 
to llrike one with an eellpear, for they never 
bite at a hook. It was eight inches in 
length, and ftriped tranfverfcly with dark- 
blue and white lines, of about an mch broad, 
running round its body like fillets. It 
weighed about two pounds, and was very 
nice eating, and not fo dry as other feafilh. 

After much difagreeable delay, we at lall 
got into the s.e. tradewind, on the 17th of 
September, in the north latitude of three 
degrees and a half; and on the 2 2d, in the 
evening, we pafled the equator, on the 
lame day and hour that the fun entered the 
fouthern figns ; the heat of the weather by 
the thermometer was 77®, and our longi- 
tude, by cllimation, fix degrees and a half 
weft of Tentrife. 

* Gtftnjltui dth’for. 
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On the 30th, we were in the latitude of 
Cape iS/. Auguftine^ and on the 6th of Oc- 
tober, we had paflTed the Abrolhos, The for- 
mer is the eaftern extremity of Brazil, If 
once one falls below, or to the weftward of 
this cape, it is not an eafy matter to double 
it, without again crofling the line, to en- 
deavour to get into the track of the wefterly 
winds, in the thirty-fourth or thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude, and then running 
with them fo far to the eaft, as to get into 
the proper courfe for parting the line again ; 
cafes of this kind arc not unfrequent. The 
Abrolhos are an affemblage of fands and 
rocks, fome of which are above water, and 
fome under ; they lie in about eighteen 
degrees fouth latitude, and extendout to fea 
full twenty leagues from the land. Ships 
coming upon* them are in great danger of 
being loft, or at leaft of lofing their voyage ; 
wherefore the Eaft- India Company direct 
their commanders, on having parted thefe 
dangerous fhoals, to perform a thankfgiving- 
fervice, and to diftribute a cjuart of wine 
per man to the crew. 

The variation of the compafs, in the lati- 
tude of Cape Si* AuguJlinCy w'as two degrees 
5 N.w, 
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K.w. and in that of the Abrolhos half a dc-r 
gree n.e. 

In 22® fouth latitude, we loft the cafterly 
tradewind, and had variable winds, though 
moftly from the eaftward, and fometimea 
from the north, as far as 30® or 31®, where 
the wind became wcfterly. Whenever it 
blew the leaft to the fouthward of weft, we 
ejcperienced a confiderable degree of cold, 
and the thermometer did not rife higher 
than 53® or 54® in the warmeft part of 
the day i while it was much warmer when 
we had northerly, or nortbwefterly gales. 

The Icurvy began now to make its ap- 
pearance on board, and in a fliort time 
many of the crew became unfit for duty, 
and feveral of them died. But the ravages 
of the .difeafe were not fo great as we 
might have expedted, from the length of the 
voyage, it being now three months fiiice we 
had left England. 

On the 1 otb of November, we faw for 
the firft time trumpets^ or fea-bamboo float- 
ing on the ocean ; this is a thick reed, with 
jarge pointed leaves, and a calyx, refem- 

t pucus bjtcdnalis^ 
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faling the mouth of a trumpet, whence it 
has its name. We like wife faw petrels *, 
and pintados f j which, although both fca> 
birds, never go far from land. The firft, 
are about the fize of a common fowl, and 
are quite black ; they are very lumpifli, and 
fly he|vily, and clofc to the water. The 
-others may, for fize, be compared to a fmall 
goofe j they are always met with in pairs ^ 
there is another kind that fly fingly, and 
go much farther from land ; they are white, 
with black fpots. From thefe figns, but 
efpecially from the variation of the com- 
pafs, having encreafed to i8® n.w. and thus 
to within two degrees of the variation in 
7able Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope, we con- 
cluded that we were not far from that fa- 
mous promontory. The variation of the 
compafs is the eafieft, and almofi: the furell, 
rule that is obferved by our navigators, to 
arrive at the Cape, and to determine the 
longitude they are in ; for neither folar nor 
lunar eclipfes occur frequently enough for 
the purpofe, and it is fcarcely poflible to 
take an obfervation by the latellites of Ju- 

* Prcttllarta ^ PnalUria capnfit. 
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pitcr from on board of a (hip, on accovnvt 
of its continual motion. If the inftrument 
he corred, aiwi the obfervation accurate, 
the variation of the compafs may be depended 
upon ; for inftance, in the latitude of Cape 
St* Augujiine^ on the coaft of Brazil^ when 
the northcafterly variation is no longer ob- 
lervable, that is, when the needle fliews the 
Iruc north, or before it begins to take a. 
wcfterly variation, you may then be affured 
that you can double that cape ; and in 
the fame manner in the latitude of the 
Abrolhos ; where there is no danger as long 
as the variation is 2® or 3® n . e . Thence 
to the eaftward or foutheaftward, the va- 
riation cncreafes, and the needle progrel- 
fivcly turns more to the weft, as far as the 
longitude of Madagafcar^ where, in 39® or 
40® fouth latitude, it at prefent, points 27® 
to the weftward of the true north ; and 
again, from that part, it decreafes in paff* 
ing to the ftraits of Bunda^ more and 
more, till in 12® or 13®, it again Ihcws 
the true north. At the Cape of Good Hope, 
the variation was this year full zoi® N.w. 
The wcfterly variation augments every year, 
and it has for fome time been, found, that . 

at 
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at Paris t its annual increafe amounts to iq{ 
minutes or one-lixtb of a degree, according 
to the Connotfance des Temps pm r Annie 
1771. 

At laft, on the 17th of November, about 
three o’clock, p.m. to our great joy, we 
difeovered the land of Africa^ near the Cape 
of Good Hope, the Table Mountain bearing 
call, about twelve or thirteen leagues off; 
but it being too late in the day, to attempt 
reaching the road, we thought it advifable 
to ply off and on, during the night, and 
not to try to enter the bay, till the next 
day. 

We now found that our longitude was 

45', or 22 leagues, more to the wellward 
than by the Ihip’s reckoning, fince our laft 
obfervation at the ifland Bona Vijta, on 
the 27th of Auguft ; lb that we had but 
a fmall mifrec*koning for fuch a length of 
paffage. The number of dead fince our 
departure from Flujhing was thirty ; and we 
had fifty-eight on the ficklift, moftly down 
with the feurvy. 

The next day, early in the morning, 
we carried a prefs of fail, and fleered 
towards Tabk Bay, between the Wahifeb, 

or 
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or Whale Rock, and the Lm's-tail; but 
owing to its railing calm, i^ was not till 
four o’clock, p.M. that we reached the 
anchorage in the inner road, and foluted 
the fort with thirteen guns. We found 
lying at anchor here the £all>India Com> 
pany’s Hoy, the Snelheid (the Speed), and a 
French fliip, bound to the ifland Bourbon, 
On entering the road, the land has no very 
agreeable alpedt, appearing only to be lleep 
and rocky mountains, nearly deftitute or 
verdure, while the fort and town of the 
Cape are not fecn, till very near the an- 
choring-ground. But of the feveral par- 
ticulars relative to the Cape, I lhall fpeak 
more at large in nay obfervations, at the clofe 
of my journal. 
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CHAPTER H. 

Cape, op Good Hope.— Table 
, Mountain , — Fine Profpe^ from its Summit,-^ 
Arrival of the Swallow, Captain Carteret, 

’ at the Cape, from the South Seas', — Departure 
from Table Ber^, — The Ifimd St. Paul.—* 
Amsterdam Jflcmd, — Singular Noife coming up 
eut of the Sea, — Violent Storms. — Enoano.— 
Rbep Ifland, — The high Land of Sumatra.— 
Entrance into the Straits of Sunda. — yiands cf 
Kraketau, Dwars in dbn Weg, Wapens 
Van Hoorn, Onrust. — Anchorage before 
Batavia. 

Not long after our arrival at the Cape 
of Good Hope, I had the curiofity to afcend 
the Table Mountain, the difficulty of which, 
I was afllired, would be well compenfated by 
the plcafurc, the jaunt would afford me. 
Accompanied by three other gentlemen, 
who were aftuated by the fame motives, 
and provided with Ibme provifions and a 
guide, I fet off upon this excurfion, about 
half paft two in the morning, from Cape^ 
town, which is fituated at the foot of the 
mountain. The road thither, led along fomc 
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gtf dens, which; the inhabitants of the town 
had laid out here and there, as a kind of 
rural retreats. For fbatetfaiug lefs than half 
an hour’s walk beyond thefe, the way was 
eafy, and the acclivity little.; farther on .it 
began to be more fteep, ruunhig along a 
narrow ridge of the mountain, which end- 
ed about halfway up abruptly, againft the 
fide of a precipice. This place, the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape call • KrantSy or 
Wreath. We arrived there at funrift, be- 
ing about half pad four, and made a reft- 
ing place of it. This ridge was formed, on 
either fide, by correfponding ftcep and pro- 
found hollows. On the right hand, mur- 
muring over the pebbles, which abounded 
in the hollow, ran a rivulet, whofe fource 
was at the fummit of the mountain, and 
which fupplies the town with water. The 
ridge itfelf was nearly overgrown with un- 
derwood, which was formerly the refort of 
wild beads, although none at prefent inhabit 
it ; at lead we neither faw nor heard any 
thing of them. 

Hitherto the afeent was not very difficult, 
but the path now began to be very pre- 
cipitous, and fo narrow, that it was Ibmc- 

times 
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hot alxjve two feat broarf. TherA 
#eit‘ fevcral places, which wc had to clamber 
up, Which deviated little from a perpendieu^ 
hr line. On oof left, wc had a wall of 
Acep rocks, heaped, as it were, in maflea 
Upon each other ; and on the other fide, a 
deep chafm, into which it was both tre- 
mendous and dangerous, to venture a look^^ 
In climbing up, we had to hold ourfelvcs 
feft by the flirubs, which grew up from 
between the interftices of the rocks; and 
the labour and fatigue of the afeent, generally 
obliged us to take breath, whenever we came 
to a place that allowed us leifure. The 
higher we came, the more difficult we found 
the path, fo that we had in the end, much 
to do to hold faft by the (hrubs, to prevent 
our falling down from the dreadful height, 
and being daflied to pieces. Sometimes, 
when we met with large ftoncs, and had 
room to look about us, we rolled them 
downwards, and following them with our 
eyes, perceived them in their fall, fuccef- 
fively loofening many others, and heard 
them together clattering with a horrid noifc 
down the ftcep fides of the chafm. Wc 
fometimes likewife met with large maffes 

of 
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offtone, of full twenty feet fijuare, which 
liai< been torn frona the niountain» and lay 
difperfed in different fituations down its 
fide. The ground on which we trod, coll- 
fifted in nothing but lodfe ftones, heaped 
upon each other; the lharp fidesand angur 
lar irregularities of which, greatly added 
both to the danger, and to the difficulty of 
the alcent. If one of thefe was loofened, 
many others followed it, and rolling oway 
from under the foot, threatened to hurry the 
unwary traveller down the abyfe along with 
them, unlefs,with ^ firm hand, he could grafp 
the friendly fccurity of fome neighbouring 
deeprooted Ihrub. 

It was half part: feven when we got to 
the top of the 7dbU Mountain, and found 
ourfelves on the level fummit, which is pe* 
culiarly called the Table ; and from the flat 
appearance of which, feeu from below, the 
whole mafs has its name. 

We here enjoyed the fineft profpefl that 
imagination can conceive. Both wind and 
weather were, favourable. The Iky was 
unencumbered with clouds, and the fun> 
beams were uninterrupted. Our view on 
one fide was bounded by the mountains of 

VOL. I. o Hottentot 



E 3 * I 

tAtmm H^lknd, To the /butfawarcf, vrt 
beheld the breakers framing along Fdlje 
Bay, as far as its caftern point, and againft 
IRj^nans Rock * which lies in it. Between 
this eJetenfive inlet, and the Table Moun- 
tains, appeared the vineyards of Conjlantia^ 
A little farther was Hout^ or Wood Bay ; and 
turning more to the weftward, the Liods 
Mountain, of which that part called the 
head, although of a great height, appeared 
to us like a hillock, on account of the much 
greater altitude of our fituation : it feemed 
to lie almoft under our feet, notwithftand- 
ing it is near ten thoufand feet from the 
Table Mountain ; the Lion's-tail, which is 
more than one thoufand feet liigh, was 
Icarccly diflinguilhnble from the plain. The 
fineft fight was that of Table Bay. Roi- 
ben^ or Std Iflaiid -j', which lies in the mid- 
dle of the bay, though it is three miles in 
circumference, fcarce feemed as many fecU 
The marts ot the fhips which were in the 
bay, could w'ith difficulty be diicerned*; 

♦ 'Ramam Rock, fo called, from a kind of red fifli, named 
viimcHiw red mn^ by the inhabitants of the Cape, wbick 
abound In Bay. Tluy are cxcellei>t eating, and feem 
to be a fpecies of muHer. 7*. 

t This 15 ciUed Rer.guin Iiland, in our maps. T, 

while 
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while thcif yards and tackling were itj tio- 
wife diftinguifliable. The Imalkr veffeja 
and boats appeared like fpecks j yet Dqffen^ 
or Badger Ifland*,was perfedly vifiWe* Cape- 
town, upon which wc looked dire&ly down, 
appeared a fmall fquarc, in which we could 
difting^ilh the divifions into ftreets, but none 
of the houfes or buildings, the church ex* 
cepted; which, however, was alfo hardly 
difcernible ; and the fort, which lie? at a 
little diftance from the town. It is difficult 
to deferibe in how fmall a fpace the whole 
of the above, and the circumjacent country 
leemed to be comprefled. The view down 
that fide which we had afeended, was in 
the higheft degree frightful ; appearing like 
an overhanging precipice. The profpeft of 
defcending again that way, was by no means 
alluring, yet there was no other practicable 
path. 

The air, at this height, was very cool 
and rarefied, notwithftanding the* fun (hone 
very bright, and it was in the fummer-feafon 

* This is improperly called Coney Ifland, in our maps \ 
it has its name from the quantities of a fpcciea of Guinea-rat, 
or the cavia (aptnftSy with which it abounds, and which arc 
wrongfully called ditJftH or badgers^ by the people of the 
Caj)c. T, 
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in this country. At Cape-town it was a 
warm day, for the thermometer then flood at 
8o*. We caufed the flaves, whom we had 
brought tjith us, to colleft feme brulhwood, 
and lighting a good fire, we fat round it, and 
had a comfortable dinner. 

Having thus refled for fome time, we af- 
terwards walked over part of the Table, 
which took us an hour and a half. Its fur- 
face is not perfedlly level j for there are 
here and there rocky irregularities, though 
feldom exceeding a man’s height above the 
plain. This confifls in many places of bare 
rock, lying in flrata, and undulated like the 
waves of the fea. On the n.e. and &.e. 
fides the interflices of the rock arc filled 
with a flony kind of earth, and produce 
various kinds of powers, with which we 
were unacquainted fome of them afford- 
ing a grateful odour, and others fmelling 
very difagrceably *. We were fome time 
fearching for the fifhponds, which we had 
been told were formerly found on the fum- 

* Dr. Tiiunberc nKntious, as growing on the futnmit of 
the mouiUaiPf the following rare and beautiful flowers, erebis 
grandijtcra^ Jkupias iuiulurn^ ftrapias mlakuca^ and the blue 
dija kMgkvrnis ; the firft and laft of which he never could 
meet with any where clfc, ST, 

mit 
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nit of the nouatain, but met with nothing 
of die kind. In the chinks and hollow 
places of the rock, however, we found fome 
very fwcet frefli water, which had a yel- 
lowifli appearance, and which probably had 
been lodged there by the denfe clouds 
which cover the Table when the wind 
blows from the s.e. This water refrelhed 
us greatly, for we had not taken any with us 
from the town, and were cxtremelythirfty. 

Several fpots, where a little earth had 
been colleded, produced a kind of reedy graft, 
with (harp points, and growing tolerably 
high, interfperfed likewile with flowers, as 
beforementioned. To the fouth and fouth- 
cail, the Table has a fenfible flope, but it 
is alfo on thofe fides bounded by a precipitous 
defcent of fcveral hundred feet, with over- 
hanging rocks, and black protuberant malfes, 
fo that it is here utterly impodible to be (baled. 

Having remained for the fpace of full 
four hours on the fummit of the mountain, 
we began our defcent a little before noon 
having proceeded downwards for about half 
an hour, we arrived at a cavity in the rock, 
which we had overlooked on our afcent, and 
which being (haded by a part winch jutted 
D 3 out 
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out a good way, formed a plcafant giottOi 
Tht ground was covered with fliort grafs. 
A liiDpid jet of fweet water, of about an 
inch in breadth, fprang from the rock at 
the buck of the grotto. We refted upon 
the foft verdure for about half an hour, and, 
coniuming our remaining provifions, again 
fet forward on our return. 

The danger and difficulty we found in 
defeending, were even greater than when 
afeenuing the mountain. Obliged to look 
carefully around us, where to fet our feet, 
we could not avoid beholding at the fame 
time the dreadful abyfs before us, which 
was lufficient to make the fteadieft head 
giddy. The leaft falle Hep was much more 
dangerous than before ; for while we were 
clambering upwards, we could lecure our- 
felvcs by holding by the Ihrubs, but now 
we could not do fo, without going back- 
wards, which, indeed, we were fometimes 
obliged to do. As for Aiding down over 
the loofe and (harp ftones, that feemed to 
us, not only more dangerous, but alfo im- 
prafticable. At half paft two o’clock, how- 
ever, we reached the flat rock, as it is call- 
ed, in fafety. This is a long and level 
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fpacc of rock, about two*ttir4Js tip the 
mountain, over which the rivulet which 
rifcs ajj^die top of the chafm gulhcs down- 
wards.* • . 

We reftcd here again for a fliort time, 
and rcfreflied ounfelves with a draught of 
the clear fountain-water. We then, pro**- 
cecding farther, entered an eafier path than 
that we had purfued in the morning, on our 
afccnt, and returned to CapeJkown about 
four o'clock in the afternoon. The whole 
of the next day we could fcarcely move 
cither arms or legs, in confcqucncc of the 
ftilFnefs of our joints, contradcd by the fa«* 
tigue we had undergone ; and for a week af- 
terwards, we felt great pain in our thighs, 
whenever we attempted to walk, even along 
a level ground. 

Shortly after this, there arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope^ an Englifh veflel, . 
the Swallow floop, commanded by Captain 
Carteret, who had failed round the 
world, having left Spithead in the month 
of Auguft, 1 766, and palfing through the 
ftraits of Magellan^ had trav^rfed the Pa- 
cific Ocean ; and after having (topped (bme 
time at Macajfer, had touched at Batavia, 
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and now made the Cape, on bis way home. 
Only fifteen of the crew had died during 
the whole .voyage, and the moft part of 
thefe met their fate between Batavia and 
the Cape. 

They kept the objefl of their voyage a 
profound lecrct. All I could difeover re- 
lpe£ling them was, as I thought, that their 
Jongeft Hay had been at the ifiand of Juan 
Femandez 

Having received back our fick, who were 
but half recovered, from the hofpital, and 
the ftrength of the reft of the crew beuig 
recruited, by a daily refrelhment of good 
beef, greens, and bread, we left Table Bay 
on the 1 2th of December, with two hun-. 
dred and eighteen hands, to proceed on our 
voyage to Batavia, the chief fettlcment of 
the 'Dufeh in India. The foutheafterly 
wind, with which we had left the bay, 
veered to the fouthweft as foon as we were 

♦ Captain Carteret flayed about a week at Majafuero^ 
a fmaller idandt and near that of Juan Fimandtz^ having un- 
expe^edlY found the latter inhabited and fortified by the 
Spaniards. If we except the time he remained at Macttffer^ 
yepairiog his ihip, and refrefhing his crew, which was up? 
wards of five months, his longed day was at .Vtw Britain^ and 
^ Other iflaiids to the ead of Cmtue, T. 
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out at fea. We were, in confequence, three 
days tacking about, in vain^ before we could 
double the Cape. The 1 5th, Ifcwevcr, the 
wind came round to the N.w. and we fleer- 
ed to the fouih, and afterwards in an eafter- 
ly dire£iion, ih order to double the Cape of 
Anguittas, and to pafs the reef of the fame 
name. We found, however, that our fliip 
was very leaky, and we were obliged to 
keep the pumps almofl continually a-going, 
efpecially when we carried any more lail 
than ufual. 

On the 20th, we faw a lunar rainbow, 
which was very clear and light, but had no 
diflind colours. On the 24tb, we met 
with a violent florm from the s.w. which 
continued to the next day, with a tre- 
mendous highrunniug fea ; fo that we 
were obliged to lie by, as we made much 
water, and we could no longer flem the 
force of the mountaidtwaves. The wind 
was accompanied by hail, and fome hail- 
flones fell upon the fljip, which were as 
large as a pigeon’s egg. While lying by, 
the mizen-topfail, ^ which was the only 
piece of canvafi flandlng, in order to keep 
the (hip's head fleady, was torn but of the 
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braces ; and we were obliged to fet a reeved 
miaenlail, thougji we were every moment 
afraid to fB the maft come by the board, 
as it was very unfound : yet it fortunately 
flood out the gale. At the lame time the 
water gained upon our leaks very faft, by 
the fcvere ftralning of the velfel againft the 
waves, fo that we were forced to pump al* 
moft incelTantly. 

On the 25th, the weather became calmer, 
and the fea fmoother. We then again put 
before the wind, and purfued our voyage 
towards the eaft. 

When theilorm was over, we found that 
all our fpare fails were foaked, and a great 
part of our bread fpoiled by the fcawater ; 
the principal feams were likewife, almoft 
every where, wrenched fo far open, that in 
feme places they would admit a man’s hand : 
this, however, we repaired as well as wc 
could. • 

On the loth of January, 1769, we faw a 
great number of gulls, and in the evening 
Icveral feals, Ihearwaters, and black land- 
birds. Hence wc concluded, that we were 
not far from the ifland St. Paul; though, 
according to our computation, it lay 80 
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leagues farther. For two days we had not 
been able to obfcrve the variation of the 
compafs, on account of the cloudy weather, 
by which . the fun was wholly obfcured. 
We however, at noon, obfcrved our lati- 
tude, and found that it was cxaftly that 
of the abovenamed ifland. The fky was, in 
the afternoon and evening, very thick, by 
a coatinual rain ; and having, therefore, fo 
little light, I dircfted our courfc to be al- 
tered two points from the eaft, to e.s.e. in 
order to run down out of the latitude of 
the ifland, which proved the means of our 
prcfcrvation j for at half paft teti at night, 
we had a glimpfe of the land, clofe upon our 
fide, fo that it even feemed to hang over 
us ; but having got to windward of the 
ifland, we were enabled to run off fliore 
before the wind, in a foutherly direction, 
which we did, till we were at the diftance 
of two leagues from the ifland, and we' 
then fet our courfe again towards the 
eaft. 

This ifland, and that of Amjlerdam, which 
lies fifteen leagues to the northward, are the 
only known iflaiids in the foutliern Indian 
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Ocean below the tropic of capricorn ^ 
They arc not large, but pretty high, par- 
ticularly St. Paul^ which is vifible, in a 
clear day, at the dillance of nine or ten 
leagues. 

The Eaft-India Company feat two Ihips 
to thefe iflands in the year 1726. They 
were uninhabited. There was frefli water 
on both, and on that of St. Paul a hot Spring 
of mineral water. There was good anchor- 
ing-ground on the north fides of both, and 
the fea around them abounded in fifh. I 
did not find that any veffels had vifited them 
fince that time; they lie at 400 or 500 
leagues diftance from the continent f. 

I directed little fail to be made during the 

♦ In the fubrequent voyages of M, de Kerguelen, M. 
M. Mariot ami Ckozet, and Captain Cook, thofe navi- 
gators difeovered other iflands in this iraft of the ocean, con- 
fifling in a large ifland, called Ktr^utUn^s-landj in about 48® 
fouth latitude, and 64^ 20' eaft longitude from Grecnwic(i, 
and fome fmall iflands. In three different places, about the la- 
titude of 461® and 47{®, and longitudes 37®, 46 i®, and 
48 £? eaft from Greenwich. T. 

f The moft recent, as well as the moft accurate, account 
of thefe iflands, is to be found in Sir George Stauntoi^’s 
Account of Lord Macartney’s Embafly to China, whofc 
fi^uadron touched there. 7 . 
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night, intending in the morning to ftcer 
again for the ifland, in order to have a near 
view of it 5 but finding at fiinrife that,^ as 
the Iky remained overcaft, and the heavy 
rain continued, there would be fome danger 
in doing this, for want of a fufficicntly clear 
view, I defifted from the attempt, in order 
not to expofe the fhip unneceflarily. 

Shortly afterwards, about fix o'clock, there 
arofe a found juft like the groaning of a 
man out of the fea, near the (hip's fide. 
When I firft heard it, I thought that fome 
one of the crew had been hurt between the 
decks, and I fent the officer of the watch 
down to fee what was the matter. The 
men, however, who were on deck, told me 
that they had heard this noife arifing, as it 
were, from out of the water feveral times 
bcfoie; and I then perceived it to be as 
they faid ; for going on the outfide of the 
mainchains, I plainly heard it ten or twelve 
times repeated. It feemed to recede pro- 
portionably as the (hip advanced, and lelTen- 
ing by degrees, died away at the ftern. I 
fuppofc that it was perhaps occafioned by a 
fealion, that might be near the (hip, as 
many of thefe animals were faid' to have 
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hitk (ctn on the ifland St* Paul^ althoog^ 
we perceived nothing like any animal. About 
feven o’clock, the gunner, who came to 
make a report of fome matters of his de- 
partment to me, informed me, that on one 
of his India voyages, he had met with the 
fame occurrence, and tha# a dreadful ftorm 
had fucceeded, which forced therii to hand 
all their fails, and drive at the mercy of the 
•winds and waves for four-and-twenty hours. 
When he told me this, there was not the 
leaft appearance of any ftorm ; yet before 
four o’clock in the afternoon, we lay under 
our bare poles, feudding before the wind, in 
a violent tempeft. The fea ran fo high on 
all fides, that at nine o’clock in the evening, 
all the cabin wuidows and hatches were 
ftove in, and the water ruftied quite into 
the ftateroom. To provide, however, as 
much as poflible againft this, we fpread a 
fail over the ftern, on which the fea could 
break, and which proved of great fcrvice 
to us. This blowing weather continued till 
the next day, the 12th of January, when 
the violence of the ftorm abating a little, we 
were enabled to fet our fails again. Fortu- 
oately, no material damage was done to our 
I marts 
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mafts or yards, but th6 bVe^ and (aibroonft 
were again Vwy leaky. 

At the fame time we faw a good deal of 
floating feaweed, which is generally met 
with to the eaftward of the iflands St. Paul 
and Amjitriam. The meeting with feaweed 
may ferve as an indication to navigators 
(befides the variation of the compals, which 
here decreafes below 19*) that they have 
palTed thofe iflands, and are to the eaflward 
of them. 

On the 14th, having been kept back by 
ftorms and contrary winds, we again came 
in fight of the ifland St. Paul, bearing n.w. 
about eight or nine leagues off. The wind 
then coming round to the weft, we fleered a 
northeaflerly courfe, and on the 27th of 
January we pafiTed the tropic of capricorn. 

In 34* and 35* fouth latitude, we found 
our compafiTcs quite unfettled, the needles- ' 
varying four and five points backwards and 
forwards, although there was but littk mo- 
tion in the fliip, and we were failing but at 
a moderate rate. 

In 30“ fouth latitude, we met with the 
•.B. monfoon, or tradcwind, with which we 
fleered k.n.e. in order to make the land to 

the 
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the weftward of the ftraits of Sunda, ex- 
pefting to meet there with the wefterly 
winds. 

On the laft day of the month, we had the 
fun vertically over us, and the higheft rife 
of the thermometer that day was to 8t% 
though on the following days it flood at 
83" or 84®. 

In n** fouth latitude, the s.e. tradewind 
left us, and changed to well, with which, 
on the 1 2 th of Febniary, we ran in fight of 
the illand Engano. We here found ourfelves 
loi leagues more to the eafl, than by the 
/hip’s reckoning. 

This ifland lies in 5:^“ fouth latitude, 
about 25 leagues e.s.e. from Prince's IJland, 
in the flraits oi Sunda. Ships that pafs the 
ftraits, in the wefterly monfoon, generally 
run in fight of Engano. It is fix or feven 
leagues in length, and not quite half as 
broad. It is not high, and can only be dlf- 
cerned at five leagues’ diftance. It always 
appears green, by the trees with which it 
is covered. We faw fome breakers on the 
weft fide, but none any where elfe. There 
are no foundings round it, except on that 
fide, where, according to the Indian Pilot, 

there 
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there is an anchorage : fome fifticrmen ia- 
habit it, but they are very (hy of ftrangers. 

Immediately on coming in fight of this 
ifland, we were overtaken by a violent 
thuiiderftorm, which was followed by a con- 
tinual calm for fome days, fo that we were 
not only prevented from advailcing, but were 
driyen by the currents, which fet ftrongly to» 
the w<!ftward, more and more the contrary 
way ; and on the i6th of February, we loft 
fight of Engano, 

This calm weather ftill continued, and if 
we fometimes had a breeze, it came from 
the s.E. the very point towards which our 
courfe fhould have been direded. Loiter- 
ing here againft our inclination, we difeover- 
cd on the 21ft, juft before funfet, a low 
and fmall iflet, at fcarcely three leagues* dif- 
tance, which we found by our latitude to be 
the ifland Met het rif^ or Reef Ifland ; like- 
wife called Droevig^ or Difajlrous Ifland, on 
account of fliips having formerly been wreck- 
ed upon it, by reafon of its fmallnefs. It 
was fortunate for us, that we faw it be- 
fore dark ; for we fhould otherwife have 
run much danger of falling upon it during 
the night, fincc we could not thirtk that 
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the^ <;or;$nt8 could have fet us To far to the. 
weftwardf which in live days, iince our laft 
c^fervatiou at the ifland Engano, we found 
to be full thirty leagues. 

Having a foutheafterly breeze, we inune' 
diately ran flraight off from the ifland, to 
the E.N.B. bi^ at daybreak the next morn> 
ing, we again found ourfelvcs clofe to it ; 
fo that had it remained dark a little longer, 
we Ihould have been in the greateft dan- 
ger, by the ftrong currents which fet to^ 
wards it. We were therefore obliged, in 
order to avoid the difaffers with which 
thefe continual calms and violent currents 
threatened us, to fall below it, out of our 
courfe, in order to have fearoom enough. 

This place is, as has already been men* 
tinned, both very linall and very low. At 
two leagues’ diftance, it has the appearanca 
of a grove of evergreens, of about half a 
league in length, floating upon the water, 
Its Ibuth latitude is 3® 45', by my own ob« 
fervation. The Indian Pilot delcribes it as 
having two reefs, one at the fouth, and one 
at the north, ftretching out to fea, a league 
and a half : but fading round its north end, 
about a league from the (hore, and founding 

with 
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with a linQ of i fathoms, we found no 
bottom : fo that, in this iaftance, that book 
is not accurate ; yet we iaw breakers on 
the north fide, 9s we computed, about a 
quarter of a league from the Ihore. 

Our ill fortune was not yet at an end. 
We daily experienced calms, and contrary 
winds, together witji heavy thunderftorms ; 
and in thefe, the lightning was fo incef- 
fant, that the whole horizon appeared as if 
on fire. We had likcwife violent gufts of 
wind, that feldom were above an hour in 
duration j during which, however, it was im- 
poliible to carry any fail ; and when we (bmc- 
times attempted to make feme progrefs by 
them, our fails were either blown away, or 
we were in great danger of lofing our yards 
and malls. When thele fudden l^ualls fub- 
fided, they were commonly fucceeded by 
dead calms, and the heat was then nearly 
intolerable, the thermometer being often at 
88®, without the lead refrelhing breeze, to 
mitigate the fervency of the weather. All 
this, added to the heavy and violent rain's, 
which fell every day, occafioned much fick- 
nefs among the feamen ; fome of whom, 
in a Ihort time, paid the debt to nature. 

E 2 Among 
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Among the dead, was my fecond lieutenant* 
I experienced mylclf the greateft torture, 
from a violent colic, for ten or twelve days, 
and the whole duty devolved thus on the 
BrA lieutenant, who was obliged to be on 
deck both night and day, as neither of the 
two officers next in rank, were fit for ferving 
in the capacities they held, and were even 
hardly acquainted with the compafs. 

It was not till the 1 5th of March, that 
we got fight of land. At eight o’clock, 
A.M. on that day, we difeovered the high 
land of Sumatra's weft coaft and at noon 
made the Keizers Piei^ or PHe of the Em» 
feror^ being a lofty, fpiry mountain fo call- 
ed. Taking a good obfervation here, we 
found that the currents had driven us 6a 
leagues to the weft ward, fince the i6th of 
February, though they otherwife, in this 
time of the year, moftly fet to the eaft. 

On the 16th of March, at noon, we en- 
tered the ftraits of SunJa^ having the Flat 

* The part of Surngtra here meant, though, in faft, the 
iouthcaft end of the ifland, is denominated by the Dutch, as 
above, Saaw/ra’s weft coaft, on account of its relative wcfterly 
fituatioir, with fcfpe^t to their chief fcttlements at the eaft end 

of>w. r. 
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point of Sumatra on the one hand, and 
Princes Ifland on the other.; I (hall fpeak 
more at large of both places, in the ob- 
fervations which I have already mentioned. 

Towards tho evening, we found ourfelves 
not far from the ifland Kraketau. Th» wind 
now gathering into a ftorm from the weft- 
ward, and the rain rendering the Iky very 
hazy, we refolved to lie by during the 
night, not having fufficient light to proceed. 
Making (ail again at daybreak, we came at 
noon abreaft of the ifland Dwars in den IFeg, 
or Midd/e Ifle. The guard ftationed at An^^ 
jer^ in behalf of the Company, came on 
board of us here, and I difpatched a letter 
by him, to the governor general at Bj- 
tavia^ and one to the commandant at Ban* 
tarn, rcquefting to have Ibme refrefliments 
fent on board for my people. About eleven 
o’clock at night, we anchored abreaft of 
the point of Bantam^ near the ifland Pan- 
jang. 

We received, the next morning, the re- 
freflimeiits we had aiked for \ they confifted 
in an old buffalo, the flefh of which was lb 
tough, that no boiling would foften it, Ibme 
very indifferent vegetables, and forty fowls. 
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Pdf tills fcahty provlfion, the Eaft-IncJJd 
Company were charged One hundred gil- 
derji 

In the afternoon, the wind being wefter- 
ly, we weighed anchor, and at funfet, canne 
to an anchor again, near the iflands called 
De Wapens van Hoorn^ or The Arm$ of Horn ; 
for it is very dangerous to fail in the nighu 
time along this coaft, becaufe of the flioals 
and rocks, which arc feattered all the way, 
under the furface of the fea# 

At funrlfe, on the 19th of March, wc 
again got under weigh, and pafling, a little 
after noon, the ifland Onruft^ wc caft anchor 
about four o’clock, p.m. in the road of Ba* 
tavia. The admiral, or flagfliip, returned 
our falute, of thirteen guns, with five, and 1 
immediately went on fhore, to wait upon the 
governor general, in order to inform him 
of my arrival, and give him an account of 
my voyage. His excellency, however, was 
at his country- feat, called Wei te Free Jen 
(’WJcll-contcnted), and I accordingly went 
thither, to pay my refpefts to him, 

• About niat poundi Cerltng. 7". 
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Pipage from Batavia to Bantam. — Situation 
^Bantam. — Dejcriftim of the city.’-ThcPaf* 
cihaan^^^Tbe Mofqui, — ^bi King*s Palace^ and 
Fort Diamond. — Religion, — Fort SpEBLWYk. 
— Cmpany*s Officers, — Dependencies of tbe Com^ 
mandiry at Bantam. — Pepper taken on board , — 
1Veigbts,-^Vtft to fome remarkable Places without 
tbe City, — Vijit to tbe King ^Bantam. — Account 
of bis Court, and cur Entertainment tbere, — tbe 
King's Proceffion to tbe Mojque, — Cargo completed. 
Departure from Bkvr Anchorage at the 
IJland Onrust. 


Having difchargcd the cargo of the (hip, 
and taken in ballaft, I received orders from 
the governor general, to go to Bantam, to 
take a cargo of pepper on board. My de- 
parture was fixed for the loth of May, and 
I was likewife direfted to hoift an enfign at 
the maintop, as foon as we were out of 
fight of the road of Batavia, becaufe Mr. 
Van Test, fenior merchant, and ex-com- 
miflary of inknd aflFairs, together with Mr. 
Dk MeVer, counfellcr of jufiice, and fome 
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more company, both ladies and gcntlcmeftf 
were on board, and were to go the v6yagc 
to Bantam with me ; although this mark of 
diftinflion was not properly due to any one 
of them, unlefs they had been on coramiffioti 
in behalf of the Company’s government, 
which was not the cafe. 

We accordingly failed on the appointed 
day, the loth of May, having on board 
eight chefts of money, containing fifty thou- 
fand Spani/h dollars, which were to be given 
in payment for pepper, to the king of Ban- 
tarn* 

At two o’clock, P.M., we anchored abreaft 
of the ifland Onrujly as the leabreeze began 
to blow pretty ftrong againft us. 

We failed again the next day, at daybreak, 
and in the evening, caft anchor abreaft of 
the ifland called De Groote Combuisy or the 
Great Furnace^ whence we fet fail again, on 
the lath, in the morning, and anchored at 
three o'clock, p.m. before the city of Ban- 
tam, clofe to a fmall ifland called Het Ho!- 
landfch Kerkbof, or the Dutch church- 
yard. 

We . falutcd the Eaft-InJia Company’s 
commandery- here, with thirteen guns, and 
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bad our falutc returned, with the fame 
number. Before we reached the road, Mr* 
Reinouts, the commandant at Bantam, 
came on board, to welcome the company 
who were with me ; and they all went on 
ihore together, at four o’clock. I foon fol- 
lowed them, and Mr. Reinouts very po- 
litely offered me the ufe of his houfc and ta- 
ble, while I remained at Bantam, which I 
thankfully accepted. 

The gulph or bay of Bantam, bounded by 
the point of the fame name, and that of 
Pontang, forms a commodious retreat for 
Ihips, large numbers of which may anchor 
in it in fafety. Many fmall iflands lie feat- 
tered up and down in it ; and they afford 
an agreeable profpedl to the (hips in the 
road. Thefe iflands are all uninhabited, ex- 
cept Pulo Panjang, or the Long IJland, which 
is the largeft, and on which fome fifhermcii 
rcfidc. There is a great plenty of fine fifli 
here, among which the inhabitants of Ban- 
tarn prefer one called the kaalkop, or bald^ 
head, which has fome refcmblance to cod. 
It is at the bottom of the bay that the city 
of Bantam is fituated, full a quarter of an 

hour's 



( 58 ] 

tour's Walk from the feafide. It lies 
tween two branches of a river, which de- 
fccnds from the mountains. The diftaiicc 
Batavia is about thirteen Dutch miles*’, 
or leasfues. 

o 

The communication between thefe two 
places by land, ' is very difficult, owing to 
the thick forefts, and deep morafles/ which 
lie between them. Thefe obftacles render 
the road by land, nearly impra 61 icable,at lead 
for Europeans ; for this reafon, people go by 
water, making ufe of the land and fea winds, 
which feldom fail, and which drive the light 
Indian vclTels or proas, called flyers^ to and 
fro, along the coaft, with furprifing celerity. 
I was told that they fometimes took up no 
more than four hours in the paflage. 

The river of Bantam is only about 170 or 
180 feet over, at its mouth. It is likewife 
very (hallow, fo that at low water, a common 
Ihip’s boat does not lie afloat in it. It is befet 
with wooden piles, on both fides, as far as Fort 
Speelwyi ; but they are kept in very indif- 
ferent repair, which is a pity, as they would 

* A Dutch ^ilc, which they in general call a« hour, is 
about three miles and a half Englifh. T, 
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be of fei*vicc, to prevent the fliifting of the 
fand. At high water, and in fpring tides, It 
is from five to feven feet deep, and fmall 
Indian veffels can then enter the river. 

Though this is called the river of Bantam^ 
it is properly only a branch of it. The 
river itfelf is divided above the town, into 
three channels, of which this is the middle 
one, the two others run into the fea, about 
a league and a half off, on each fide. 

Bantam lies in an extenfive plain, behind 
which there is a range of high and maffy 
mountains, that extend far to the fouth- 
ward. I cannot determine refpefting its 
fize, not having had an opportunity of 
going round it : it muft certainly, however, 
be called a large city, for I have often 
walked ftraight on for a whole hour, with- 
out reaching the end. I did not perceive 
any walls or fortifications toward the fea, 
nor any on the landfide, except Fort Dta^ 

‘ mond, in which the king’s palace ftands ; 
notwithftanding fevcral travellers talk much 
about them. You enter the town without 
perceiving it, and would ratlier fuppofe 
yourfclt to be in a grove of cocoanut-trecs, 
than in a city. The houfes, if huts of this 
\ nature 
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natufc, wattled up with reeds or cane5/ 
plaiftcrcd with day, and covered with leaved 
or attap may deferve that appellation, arc 
fcattered to and fro, without any order or 
fymmetry of ftreets, and round each of them 
is a plantation of cocoanut-trees, the whole 
furrounded by a paling of fplit bamboo, by 
which every family is wholly feparated from 
its neighbours. 

A quarter of a league from where the city 
begins, towards the mountains, is a large 
open field, called the Pafabaan^ where 
three roads (for ftreets they cannot be call- 
ed, having no refemblance to fuch), leading 
from diiFerent quarters of the town, unite 
to the weftward of the river. This forms 
the caftern, as part of the city does the 
fouthcni, boundary of the Pafeibaan^ while 
the royal mofquc is fituated on the north, 
and the king's palace on the weft fide of it. 
In the middle of this plain ftands a large 
Vimnga tree f , which extends its Ipreading 
branches on all fides, and affords a perpetual 

* Thii is the name given to the leave* of the pahn-tree, 
lied ibr covering of houfes. T, 

• t Cn/utrim tpiJitifiUm. 

and 
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and agreeable (hade. At the foot of this 
tree, is a grave, covered with a large blue 
ftone, in which the body of one of the for- 
mer kings of Bantam lies buried, and which 
the inhabitants look upon as a very holy 
place, and revere it greatly. A little farther 
off, on the other fide, is a building, which 
refts upon pofts, rifing ten or twelve feet out 
of the ground. The roof is fupported by an 
appearance of pillars. It is u fed as a place 
of circumcifion, for the children of the king; 
and on fuch occafions, it is hung round, and 
richly decorated, with coftly tapeftry, and 
pieces of cloth. 

The name of this field, the Pafeibaan^ is 
that which is given throughout the eaft, to 
thofe places where their princes divert 
themfelves, with horfe-races and fimilar ex- 
creifes. All their courtiers and great men 
mud then appear on horfeback, and in mag- 
nificent apparel, to contend in the races with 
the king or his fons ; always, however, with 
the provifo, that they yield the palm of vic- 
tory to their royal competitors. 

The mofque or temple, mentioned above, 
(lands at the end of a little pleafant lawn : 
It is furrounded by a high wall, and is alnxoft 

fquare. 
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ii}V!!ur|i. It has five roofs above each Qther, 
all decreafing ia (ize upwards, till the lafi 
terminates in a point ; the eaves of the 
Joweft, jut out much beyond the walls of 
the temple. Clofe by, is a high, but flen« 
dcr, Ipire, which ferves, like the minarets 
in Turkey, to announce the hours of prayer. 
Neither Cbridian nor Pagan may enter 
this temple, upon pain of death. 'Indeed 
there is little to be feen in it, as I was in- 
formed, more than a parcel of benches, and 
a fort of pulpit, in which the king Ibmetimes 
performs the fervice as prieft ; as I fhall have 
occafion to notice hereafter. 

The royal palace, which Hands on the 
weft fide of the Pafeehaan, is built within a 
fortrefs, which is called the Diamond. This 
is an oblong fquare, eight hundred and 
forty feet in length, and nearly half as broad. 

It has regular baftions at the four corners, 
and feveral femicircular places of arms on 
the Tides. I counted fixty-fix pieces of can- 
non in this fortification, the greateft part 
Itfafs, and moftly heavy artillery, but old, 
and few of them ferviccable. The touch- 
holes of fomc were fp worn away, that a 
fin^ te^p could eafily be paiTdd through 

them. 
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them* There were ftyej^ with the 
of Portugal, and a few with thofe of Eng- 
land; likewilc five or fix brafs cannon^ 
founded by the Javancfe. Thefe lafl: 
two firong iron rings, round the chac^, at 
the mouth, and two at the chambers, to 
fecure the piece from burning. They ap- 
peared to me to he twelve-pounders. The 
four bafiions point to the four middle points 
of the compafs, n.e. s.e. s.w. and n.w. The 
walls are built of hajd ftone, and are four- 
teen or fifteen feet in height. Every expence 
relative to the reparation and keeping in order 
of the fort, and of the artillery, muft be de- 
frayed by the king, by whofe predeceiTors it 
was creded in the latter part of the lad cen- 
tury. 

The Dutch Eaft- India Company keep a 
garrifon in it, confiding of, one captain, 
three fubalterns, and one hundred and thirty 
privates. This force fcr\'es nominally to 
defend tha perfon of the king from all 
hodilc attempts ; but, in faft, to have him 
always in the Company’s power. None of 
his fubjefts, either high or low, not even 
bis fons, are allowed to approach his perfon, 
without the knowledge of the captain of the 

Dutch 



Dutch military, who receives information 
refpefting the king’s vjfitors, from the guard 

the gate, and tranfmits it, from time to 
time, to the commandant at Fort SpeelwyL 
No Javanefe or Bantammer is ever allow- 
ed to pafs the night, within the walls of the 
fort. 

A wet ditch runs round it,, but this would 
be a trifling obftacle to the operations of an 
European enemy; for it is entirely neglected, 
and in many places almoft dry. On a ftone 
over the gate, is an infeription in Dutch, by 
which it appears that the fortrefs was built 
by one Henry Louwrents, a native of 
Steenwyk, in the province of OveryJfeL This 
man, fearing the confcquenccs of fome crime 
or other which he had committed, quitted 
the fcrvicc of the Company, and entered 
into that of the king of Bantam^ who find- 
ing he had fome knowledge of fortification, 
employed him in building this caftle, after 
he had abjured his religion, and embraced 
the Mahomedan faith. Fort Diamond is not 
difccrniblc until one is clofe to it, on account 
of the numerous cocoanut-trees with which 
the city abounds, and which impede the 
view ; wC muft, however, except that fide of 
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it) thit &ces the Ttcibrn* where It 1$ open 
to the eye. 

The approach to it, is over a drawbridge, 
tliAt is thrown over the moat. Between 
this bridge and the gate of the fort, is a 
l^ace of ground, or eiplanade, on the right 
iide of which, ftands a large building, with 
a Iquare roof, open in front and at the 
fides, in which the ceremony of crowning 
the hereditary prince is performed. On the 
other fide are the king’s fiables and coach* 
houles, the former well provided with horfesj 
the latter, which are only wooden iheds, 
contain feveral coaches, which have at dif> 
ferent times been prefented to the king, 
by the Company, or their governors, and 
among which there are fbme that are vene- 
rably old, and in a tafte truly antique. The 
king’s gorngetHSi a fort of mufical infiru- 
mentS) ^f which I (hall fpeak more at large 
in another place, are likewife kept in thofe 
fheds. 

At the gate of the fort, an officer and four 
and twenty men, mount guard night and 
day. The palace is about twenty paces 
from the cerfii de garde, and is called 
DaFm, which in the Malay language figni- 

voL. I, t fies. 
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Sell the hitnoji. This i9 not a llngte 6f ftps* 
lar building, but confifts of many dwellings 
uhited together^ and covers nearly the whole 
Ipacc of ground within the fort. In the 
Centre appears a feJOafe building, whibli hhs 
two roofs rifing above each other, td fuch a 
height, that it is vifible three leagues off at 
lea. It is mottly built of btick, and covered 
with tiles, but there is no regularity ob- 
ferved, with refpeft to its architefture, or 
feite. The walls of the king’s feraglio arc 
raifed higher than thofe of the fort, to ren- 
der it impervious to the eyes of the ettrious. 
The captain who commanded the garriron 
here, related to me, that two- inquifitive 
mortals were oiicc difeovered, attempting to 
fcalc thefe walls, and were inftantly put to 
death. 

Wlicn the king’s fens arrive at the age 
of puberty, they do not any longer r^fide 
with their father, but have each their fopa** 
rate fciaglio or liarcm. All the fervants of 
the palace are women, and even the atten* 
dant guards of the kli\g are of the female 
fex ; for/altlioiigh, when he appears in pub- 
lic, he is accompanied by his Bantam life- 
guards, yet they are never -admitted Within 

^hc 
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the ga|ps of the Jfortrefs. Thcfe, befidcjs 
their ewhnary fidearms, criffes or long dag^ 
gers> arc provided with pikes^ the iron 
heads of which arc very long aud broad ; 
aod the king is likpwijfe attended, when he 
goes abroad, by a guard of Europeans from 
the garriibn. 

The religion of the kingdom of Bantam is 
the fame as prevails throughout Java, that of 
Mahomet. 

In what relation this part of the ifland 
Hands, with refpeft to the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company, will appear in another place. 

Fort Speelwyk is a fortrefs, which the 
Company caufed to be built, during the civil 
wars, between Sultan Agon, king of Ban^ 
tam^ and his fon (in 1682); and it was called 
Spe^l^kf in allufion to the name of the 
then governor general of India, Cornelius 
Spej^lman. It is fituated on the eaft bank 
of the river, a very little way from it^ 
mouth. It is a fquarc, defended at three 
of its angles by regular baftions, and at the 
fourth, by a demi-baftion. It is mounted 
with forty-eight pieces of cannon, of various 
calibers. The north, Ibuth, and weft fides 
arc covered by a wet ditch, which is, how- 
F 2 ever, 
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^vcr, neither broad nor deep; and whicfc 
has a communication with the river thatt 
walhcs the cart fide. The walls are con- 
ilnidlcd of a /reaver and hard kind of Aone, 
and arc thirteen or fourteen feet m height, 
but in feme places they are beginiting to 
decay. In the interior of the fort, there is' 
an open fquare, planted with trees in the 
middle, the fides of which, arc formed by 
fevcral buildings, in which part of the Com- 
pany*s fervants refide. Amongft thefe, the 
houfe of the commandant is diftinguifliablc 
above the reft, having lately been hand- 
fomcly rebuilt, and amply provided with 
roomy apartments ; one of which ferves for 
I chapel. Tlie other buildings confift in, 
barracks for the ibldiery, warehoufes, &c. 
The gate is very near the rivcriide, over 
which there is a drawbridge, and oppofitc 
to it is a pretty long ftreet, in which the 
Companv’s fervants rcfidc, for whom there is 
no room in the foi t, together with a few 
Chincfc. The garrilbn is nearly equal to 
that of Fort Diamond^ but a confidcrablc 
number arc generally confined by fickncfs; 
l!iis\ place being confidcred as even more un- 
healthy than Batavia. 


The 
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The chief authority, in behalf of the 
Company, is here vefted in a feiiior nier«- 
chant, with the title of commandant, who 
has likewiie the management of the trade, 
which chiefly confifts in pepper, and feme 
cotton-yarn. This officer, however, is un- 
der the immediate controul of the local go- 
vernment at Batavia^ whence he receives 
orders, and whither he fends reports, nearly 
every day ; for Bantam is only looked upon 
as an outpoft or dependency of Batavia i 
whereas other Commanderies, which arc 
fituatcd at a greatfer diftance from the capi- 
tal, are only fubjeft to the orders of the 
council of Iikiia. Yet the coi^mandant 
here, has llkewife a council, confifting of 
the adminiftrator, or fccond in command, 
and fome of the fervants of the Company 
following next in rank. There is alfo a 
fifcal for the purpofc of preventing the il- 
licit or fmuggling trade- One Bayard, 
who filled this office in the preceding year, 
had accufed the commandant of having 
himfelf engaged in thefe underhand dealings 
with the Englifli ; but the accufer died in 
good time, and the accufed was acquitted 
of the charge. The, aftual commandant, 
f 3 J. Reinouts, 



J/RiiNOirfs, was a native of EnUukm 
in North Holland, and had enjoyed theejS- 
poiatment for fome years. I was told dt 
BntaviOi that he paid great attention to 
the Company’s pepper-trade. Whenever he 
goes put in flate, he is efcotted by a guard, 
conllfting of one non-commillioned officer 
and twelve privates. He is addreffed by 
the title of acbtbaar beer, ot worfhipful fir, 
and his inferiors never approach him but 
with the deepeft refpeft. 

To the Commandcry of Bantam allb be- 
long the refidencics, or faflories which the 
Company poffefs, at Lampmg Toulon Bau- 
ieang, and Lampong Samanca, both fituatcd 
in the fouthern part of the ifland Sumatra. 
Thefe are fubordinate or conquered pro- 
vinces of the kingdom of Bantam, and yield 
a confiderable quantity of pepper annU^ly. 
The officers of the Company who refide 
there, are chiefly ftationed, in order to keep 
a watchful eye upon the fpice, that it do 
not fiill into any other hands than their 
own. They have both the rank of book- 
keepers, and have each a few fbldkrs, and 
a Bon-commiflioned tdficer with them. The 
refident at Totdtn Bamnmg, had been phb-' 
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Jfcly beheaded at two or three years 

.before; he had c^ufed one of the grandees 
of the Jcing; qS JBantm, and. who tvas Ws 
deputy there, to be /hot dead jn gold bM* 
The governor general d/d all that cou/d be 
done to favc his life, but the repnonftrances 
of the court of Bantam were fo ftrpng and 
preffing, that 4 t laft he was ob/igcd to be 
put to death. He underwent the punifli- 
nient with the grpjiteft fortitude and compo- 
fure. 

Tlwre are two other outpofts, which arc 
bkewife taken frpm the garrifon of Bantam^ 
one at jinjett or Aniar, and the other at 
Jeritta, both places in that kingdom, but 
each confifts of no more than two men. 
They are chiefly fct, for the purpofe of 
watching the fliips that arrive, of which 
they note down the names, and the places 
whence they come, and immediately give 
information of them, to the commandant at 
Banta/Hf who, in his turn, tranfmits it to the 
governor general at Batavia. This is- done 
with refpcil to Dutch, as well as to foreign 
vclhils. 

The day after our arrival, thp cherts of 
money were taken from on board, and car- 
F 4 fled 
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rlcd on fliorc ; part of the baliafl: was dif^ 
charged, and every thing made ready to 
/hip the pepper. This was begun to be 
cfFefled on the 15th of May, and on that 
day wc took on board, about 70,000 pounds 
weight. The delivery of the pepper was 
made out of the king’s warehoufcs, iituated 
near the river, after having been weighed 
by one of his fervants, by weights of 250 
pounds each, in the prefence of eight or 
nine of his inghebees^ or princes, who took 
an exadl account of the whole ; a fervant of 
the Company deputed for that purpofe, and 
one of my Ihip's officers, being likewife pre- 
fcnt,to prevent every kind of fraud. It was 
afterwards carried down the rivc', in flat- 
bottomed boats, and put on board, while a 
guard was Rationed in every boat, to pre- 
vent any pepper being ftolen ; for the Ban^ 
tammers are greatly addifted to this vice. 
Heavy goods are weighed here bv ihars^ 
each containing three picolsj and thefe laft 
are eftimated at one hundred and twenty'- 
ll ve pounds. 

While the loading of my (hip was going 
on, 1 now and then made an cxcurhon in- 
land, together with the Company from 

tavia. 
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favia, to /bmc pajfar^ or market. lu thefe, 
on certain da\s ot the week, all kinds of 
goods, but more efpccially the country pro- 
vifions, are cxpoled for file. VVelikewile 
paid a vifit to a place, lituated about a Dutch 
mile and a half out of the city, which is 
called GrohhezaL It is an old and very 
ruinous^four-corncred building, Handing oa 
a fquare piece of ground, of about ten or 
eleven acres, furrounded with water which is 
three hundred feet broad. A bridge formerly 
led to this little illand, the remains of which 
were Hill to be feen in the water ; but at 
prefent no one attempts to go over to it, for 
fear of the alligators or crocodiles, which 
inhabit the water. We, however, law none 
of thefe animals. The natives believe, that 
no perfon could live in this building, on ac- 
count of the evil Ipirits which rclidc there* 
It IS, in all probability, a relic of the Portu- 
guefc. Sitting on a little eminence oppolite 
to it, there is an echo, which plainly repeats 
a word five or fix times. 

Another day, wc went to view the tomb 
of one of the principal faints of the Ban- 
tammers. This lay full two Dutch miks 
from the city, upon a hill, of about two 

hundred 
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bn^ed feet high. Hard by is a little vil- 
lagi^called Bodjo Nogare. It is not far 
tie, lea, into which tie rivulet which runs 
cioie to it, difeharges itfelf. There is a 
or market, held here every Satyrdajj, 
fcr' provifions, cotton-yarn, capok *, an^ 
ether procludions of the land. At the top 
of the hill which is called Vounong Santri, 
from the name of the laint, Hands the ton'ib., 
which is made of brick, and is no mpre 
ffaan twelve indies above the ground. At 
die head and feet. Hand two cyliudnccl 
.'fiones, of three feet in hciglu, like fmali 
{dllats, whioh the Javanefe cover with a 
piece of white cotton cloth, in honour of 
their laint. The whole is forrounded by a 
‘kind of low white Hone wall, raifed a little 
higher than the tomb. The natives pay 
extraordinary refped to this holy repofitory 
of the dead, and w'ould not liiHer any one to 

* is the denomination given to the cotton, which 
inclofcs the feed, in the apfuleof the filk-cotton-lrce 
^titandrum)y and is not ufed for fpinning, but for makieg 
matnfles, bolHers and pillows. The other cotton is tbe pro* 
duce of a perennial ihrub hirhMCiptm). Its fecd- 

vefleU contain a very fine cotton, called which is woven 

5 nto an infinite number of cotton and caHko pieces, of various 
degrees of fioeneis. J. 
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commit an indecoroui a£Hon, or eafe nacorc, 
near it, without feverc-puniftment. The/ 
are perfiiaded,' that even an/ animal were 
to void its excrement upon the tomb, it 
would inftantly drop down dead. Their 
legends relate, that this faint walked dr/- 
fliod over the fea, in the prefehee of a mul- 
titude of faithful mufTclmen, and could pafs 
many days and nights, without taking any 
kind of nourifhment. Clofe by tlie tomb 
there is a fhady tree, round which a cubobs- 
plant, which produces the long ijcpperj twines, 
its luxuriant branches. 

Shortly after our arrival at Bantam, Mr. 
Van Tets, and the company that were 
with him, had afked leave to pay their re- 
fpefe to the king, and the 17th of May 
was fixed upon, for that purpolc. 

Accordingly, on that day, three of the 
lung’s courtiers, magnificently arrayed ia 
the Javanefe fidhitm, came to fetch the 
company, at the head of whom was the 
commandant Reinoots, while I likcwilie 
made part of it. The garrifbn of fort Sfetl- 
vjk was under arms, and drawn out in two 
files, from the commandant’s houfe to the 
gate, whither we had to walk beiween 

them. 
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tlwoA. Having paiTed the drawbridge of 
the fort, we found there in waiting, three, of 
the king's coaches, with European coach> 
men, dre/led in his liver/, which is /ellow, 
with red flowers. The deputies from the 
court, defircd the company to take their 
places, in the fecoaches. In the firft, were 
feated the ladies of the company T in the 
fecond, was the commandant Reinouts, and 
Mr. Van Tets, efcorted by the ufual guard 
of the former, conlifling in twelve grena- 
diers, and preceded by ten of the king’s 
bodyguards; and in the third coach, followed 
the refl of the company. 

We rode in this order, over the Pajclbaan, 
as far as the drawbridge of fort Diamond, 
where we left our equipages ; and coming 
over the bridge, found part of the fultan’s 
bodyguards, likewife ranged in two files, as 
far as the gate of the fort. 'They were 
armed with half-pikes, and were naked 
down to their middle, which was girded by 
a piece of dark blue or blackilh cotton 
cloth, which came round, between their legs, 
and hung about half way down their thighb 
While we were pafling between their 
ranks, the gamgoms, and other Indian mufical 

mflruments, 
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itiifarttmeiits, were pkjred. Coming to tlie 
gate of the fort, we were ihet the king, 
who took the cornmaodaDt Rsinovts, and 
Mr. Vak Tets, by the hand, and led them 
in, while we flowly followed in procelfiom 
Within the gate, Rood the guard under 
arms, and the drums were beat incelTantly. 
There were beiides two trumpeters Rationed 
at the entrance of the palace, and dreffed 
in the king’s livery, who founded a lufty 
peal of wind-mulic. 

The entrance to the palace, is through an 
arched gatew'ay ; the plaiRering of .which 
was, in all likelihood, once of a white hue, 
but now appeared very black and dirty. It 
had, upon the whole, more the appearance 
of a prifon tlian of a regal palace, and gave 
me but a very indifferent idea of the infide. 
Pafling hence, we came into a large ha% 
which feemed, to the eye, to be about fifty- 
five or fixty feet in length, and of about 
half that breadth, with a tolerably lofty del- 
ing, built archwife, and feemingly wain- 
footed. The walls were whitewafhed, but 
looked very dirty, fo that it was eafily to be 
foen that little attention was paid to them. 
The floor was paved, diamondwife. With 

^uare 
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Iqtiare red tlk.& Xhe light and air were 

north fide, through three window«^ 
tllid two large doors, opening towards th^ 
inner buildings of the court, which wore 
likewife not the raoft inviting appearance. 

The door by which we entered, was at 
the lower end of the hall ; at the other end, 
was another, leading to the remaining apart- 
mcfits. Near it flood a couch, covered with 
yellow fatin ; and alfo a kind of bedftead., 
with doors ; the whole lacquered in the 
Chinefe falhion. A little lower, was an ob* 
long fquare table, with a yellow cover, 
adorned with red flowers ; and on it flood 
three large chafed filvcr dilhes, with ^ri 
leaves, areca nut, and the further requifitcs 
for the preparation of Againft 

the wall, were two fide-tables, with beau^ 
^ful marble flabs; and between them, chairs 

* Pinang is the name of the kernol of the areca-oxit {mea 
t$thtcu) ; but it feems likewife to meaq, the mixture of the 
ingretlicnts they ufc for maftication. The Jtri leaves are betel 
leaves {fipir hml). Into one of thefe leaves, a piece of the 
areca-nut, whicii is generally divided into .fix parts, one of 
which Icf ves at a tijnc, being put, with a little lime, the leaf 
Ss folded together, and kept in the mouth till all the ftrength 
Is dhiwn out of it. The univcrfality of the prafticc of chew* 
!■{ betel ancl areca, throughcuit the eaif^is wclhkaown. T, 

' of 
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of walnut-tree wood, ijvade in the European 
falhion. 

At the lower end of the room, was a large 
mat of fplit rattans, Ipread upon the floor, 
on which the king’s courtiers, with the 
prince, of prime miniftcr, who had the ad- 
miniAration of the empire, at their head, 
fat down upon their heels, as fbon as wc 
had tak€& bur places at the table. The 
king, having led the two abovementioned 
gentlemen into the room, placed himfelf 
upon a railed chair, at the upper end of the 
table. Next to him, on the left hand, hav- 
ing his face turned towards the windows, 
fat the commandant Reinouts, then Mr. 
Van Tets, and the other gentlemen of the 
company. On the oppofite fide of the table, 
on the right hand of the king, fat his firil 
iqueen, the mother of the prince, heir ap- 
parent of the crown ; next to her was Mrs. 
Van Tan, then the fecond queen, then 
followed the 4ady fccond in rank of our 
company, tJien the third quebn, then again 
one of bitr ladies, and the fourth queen, 
and next to her, the laft on that fide, fat a 
little boy, the fon of Mr. V AN Tets. . 

The two firft of thcle. queens fcembii to 

be 
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be dttady pretty &r^vanced in years, bot 
the two others were younger, and, though 
£»newhat brown, looked very wdll; yet I 
remarked fome of the female flaves, who 
terved us, who were incomparably hand- 
fbmer and fairer than any of the four legal 
Vrivcs of the king. Their drefs too, had not 
any thing peculiarly graceful in it, conlilling 
in long chintz kabays, or robes, of^ fuffici- 
cnt hne quality It is true, but hanging loofe 
down to the feet, in the Indian falhion, as 1 
fhall hereafter more particularly defcribc. 

Their hair, which was of a jetty black, 
was combed fmooth up over the head, and 
faftened behind with a wreath, which is 
here commonly called a cmdi, richly adorned 
lik^wife with gold and jewels. They fat on 
chairs, in the lame manner as we do, al- 
though this is quite contrary to the general 
cuftom of the orientals, who every where 
are ufed to fit wit|i their legs crofled under 
them. Thefc ladies were very talkative, 
and converfed tntich with ours in the Malay 
language, while the chewing of hettl or pi- 
luttg was not forgotteq, either by the Indian 
fultanas, or the Dutch ladies. 

The king, who was i^nefled by the title 

of 
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of fouang Sultan, or My Lord the King, 
appeared to me to be a man of between 
forty-five and fifty years of age. His colour 
was a cheftnut-brown, with a friendly coun- 
tenance, which was not belied by his man- 
ners or behaviour. He had a little beard, 
and black hair, curling a little : he feemed 
more in^liued to fparenefs than to corpu- 
lency^ His drefs confifted in a long Moorilh 
coat, made of a certain ftutf, interwoven 
with 2old, which is manufaftured at Surat, 
and is called foesjes. This hung down al- 
moll to his feet. The llecves, which were 
loole and wide above the elbow, fet clofe to 
the lower part of the arm, where they were 
foftened by a row of I’mall gold buttons. 
Under this coat, he wore a white (hirt, and 
a pair of drawers, that reached down to his 
heels, of the fame (luff as the coat. On 
his feet he had Turkiih (hoes drawn on (lip- 
fliod, the forepart of which was turned up- 
wards; and white ftockings on his legs. 
His head was covered by a round, and 
fomewhat fharp - pointed, cap, of a violet 
colour, laced with filver. Behind his chair 
flood one of his female lifeguards, who was 
relieved from time to time, armed with a 
VOL. 1/ G large 
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Urge gold iris^ in a flicath of maffjr gold, 
which Ihe continually kept raifed on high; 
and which the king,' when he Hood up to 
eondutf^ us out, took from her, and put un- 
der his arm. Two female flaves, one on 
each fide, were feated next to him on the 
ground.^ One of thcle, held his tobacco-box 
and his betel-box, both of which made 
of gold, and of a pretty large fize. When 
he wanted either the one or the other, it 
v/as handed to him, wrapped up in a fills 
handkerchief. The other female attendant, 
had a golden Ipitting-pot in her hand, which 
fhc handed -from time to time to his majefty, 
as he llood in need of this iitenfil. 

As foon as we were feated, pipes and 
tobacco were pretented to us ; after which 
the commandant Reinouts and Mr. VAif 
Tkts entered into converfation with the 
king, on Indificrent fubjefts, in the Malay 
language. Hereupon the king called the 
pangonm^, Or prince, prime minifter, wha, 
as 1 have before mentioned, was fitting at 
the lower cud of the hall, at the head of the 
nobles, to come to him. He accordingly 
crept along the floor, till he came near the 
king’s chair, where he remained fitting on 

the 
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tlie ground, anfwcring the (Jucftions which 
the king put to him. He often replied 
with the word wgit] which is the Javanefe 
affirmative, yes; but as I underftood little 
of the language which was Ipoken, I was 
neither edified nor entertained by the dia- 
logue. 

About Aftlfpaft eleven o’clock, the cloth, 
which confifted in a white piece of cotton,, 
was laid upon the table ; and in a moment 
it was provided with a number of fmall 
diffies, filled with all kinds of Indian food, 
drefled in various manners. The chief in- 
gredients of moft of them were, however, 
fifh and poultry, varied by numerous fauces,* 
according to the ciiftom of the country, of 
fugai, vinegar, or tamarinds. A fquare 
fcarlet woollen cloth, was laid upon the ta- 
ble before the king, and upon this, the difhes 
were placed which were deCgncd folely for 
his ule, and of which he ate heartily. With 
regatd to myfclf, it was only with the great- 
eft difficulty, I could fwallow a part of what 
was fet before me, which was fiffi preferved 
iti fugar, and which indeed I fhould not 
have touched at all, if politenefs had not 
required that I fhould tafte of fomething. 

G 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Reinouts had taken care to provide 
himfclf with a few bottles of wine and beer, 
which it would elfe, have been in vain, to 
have looked for, at the king’s table, and we 
could therefore, now and then, indulge in a 
glafs of thofe liquors, during the dinner. 

The king frequently broke A^ind upwards, 
during his meal, and his cxampjh^jvas afll- 
duoufly followed by all the gentlemen in 
company, which afforded matter of no little 
furprize to me. But I afterwards was in- 
formed, that this cuftom, fo contrary to Eu- 
ropean notions of decency, was an etiquette 
of the court of Bantam, and was affefted, in 
order to fhew that one’s appetite was good, 
and the vi(i}uals tafteful, w’hich was very 
pleafing to the king. 

After this courfe was taken away, three 
large difhes of confeftionary and paftry 
were put upon the table ; and thefe were 
more to my liking- than what had pre- 
ceded ; but neither the king, nor his queens, 
feemed to care much about them. 

In the mean time, feme large china bowls 
with boiled rice, and foine difhes of fifh, 
which came from our table, were fet be- 
fore the nobles, who were at the end of 
5 the 
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the hall, and who fpecdily emptied them, 
with continual eru£lations, which echoed 
through the hall ; after which, they again 
fat down as before, upon their heels, each 
according to his rank. On their right hand, 
but feparate from them, fat the fecond fon 
of the king, who feemed to be a youth of 
about fe'ftiiiecn or eighteen years of age, of 
a good countenance, but fquinting a little. 
I was told, that he polfened a good judg- 
ment, and more indcrftanding and abilities 
than the heir apparent. This prince had 
his victuals brought him, at the fame time 
with the nobles, but feparately ; and he 
was attended by a female (lave, who fat by 
him. 

About two o’clock, we rofc from table, 
and took our leave of the king, who conduc- 
ed U'i out, in the fame manner as he had led 
us in, as far as the gate of the fort, followed 
by the prince, his fon, who led the coim- 
fellor Meyer by the hand; the whole ac- 
companied by the continued performance 
of mufic, by the gorngoms^ trumpets, &c. 
Without the gate, the king took his leave, 
and returned to his palace, and .we went 
over the efplanade, and the drawbridge, to 
^3 the 
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tbc liflPiC coaches in which we Jiai comCi 
j|nd which carried us hack to foxt Sftely 
nfijh 

, Two days afterwards, k was announced 
to us, that the king would rM® that day 
in proccflion, drefled in his pontifical robes, 
from the fort tp the great temple, or piofque, 
to perform the fervice pf their r?J%jon. Cu- 
rious to behold this cereiaopy, we f ode, at 
noon, to Fort Diamon^/y and took our places, 
fo that we could fee bis pajjefty, ftep into his 
coach. 

About half paft twelve, he came out of the 
palace, drefled in a white facerdotal robe, 
which was large and wide, and was faftened 
round his waifl: by a girdle. On his head 
he wore a large white turban, and on his 
feet large flippers, embroidered with gold. 
His coach was drawn by only two horfes. 
As foon as he entered it, the hereditary 
prince and his brother, who w®rc both 
dreifed in a fimilar manner to the king, 
put their Ihouldcrs under the a^letrce of 
the hind wheels, as if they were going to 
lift up the carriage, and remained in that 
pofturc, till his majefty rode on. A horfe 
of flatc, richly caparifoned, ww led by the 

band 
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iiand before the coach. Clofc behind it, 
foJJowed tile heir, apparent, on foot, under 
a famireek or funihade, of ftate, and behind 
him, were carried three other funfliades, un^ 
dcr which no one went, ^icxt came the 
prince, prime minifter, but without a fam^ 
hreeh and after him, followed the brother of 
the heij^parent, and the other grandees of 
the court, witli a numerous retinue of (laves, 
carrying each fome utenfil of wrought gold, 
for the fervice of the king, as his tobaccobox, 
his bctelbox, his fpittingpot, krifles, &c* 
and during the whole time, their ufual mufic 
was not omitted ; and the drum was beat in* 
cclfantly. 

When the king’s carriage came upon the 
drawbridge, a gun was fired from the fort, 
to give notice to the people, who were af- 
femblcd in great numbers on the Pafeibaan^ 
of the king’s approach, who taking a turn 
over that field, rode on to the temple. His 
guards were ftatioaed in two rows, reaching 
acrofs the plain to the temple, with their 
faces turned from the proceflion. In a little 
lefs than an hour, the king returned in the 
fame order, and with the fame ceremonies, 
only when he came near to the fort, his 
G 4 guards, 
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guards, part of whom were armed with 
firelocks, fired four volleys, which were an- 
fwered by a gun from the fort. The king 
was received within the fort, by the Com- 
pany’s garrilbn, with drums beating, and 
colours flying ; and thus ended the proceflion. 

I omitted before to mention, the reafon ' 
why the heir apparent was not^refent, 
when we paid our vifit to the king. That 
prince was then gone out upon a party of 
pleafure, to the neighbouring iflands, to take 
the diverfion of fi/hing. We faw him en- 
ter the river the next day, with a retinue of 
twenty-eight fmall vcflels, all decorated with 
flags and ftreamers. That wherein his wo»- 
men were, was covered all round, fo that 
nothing could be feen within it. All thefe 
velfels were crouded with people. The 
prince ficquently made fiich excurfions, as 
I was informed, but never without obtain- 
ing the previous permiflion of the king, his 
father. 

In the mean time, the fupply and ftiipment 
of pepper, went on fo rapidly, that on the 
28th of May, my fhip received the lafl: of 
her cargo on board. This confifted of 3,010 
Man, or 1,128,840 pounds of black, and 

8 bhars, 
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8 bhars^ or 3,000 pounds of white, pepper. 
Every thing 4 )eing ready, we weighed an- 
chor on the 30th of May, about four o’clock 
in the morning, and fct fail, fainting Fort 
Speelwyk with thirteen guns, whence the 
fame number was returned, as the enfign 
was again hoifted frotn our top. The com- 
mandant *i^FjN0UTs remained on board till 
the next morning, when he took leave of the 
company. 

Having wind and tide againrt: us, we 
anchored ^at noon under Pulo Baby, Wc 
were joined here, by the Company’s (hips, 
OuJeramJlel^ Ganzenhoef^ Cornelia Jacoba^ 
and Ritthem ; the two firfl: coming f'^om the 
chamber * Amfterdam, the third from 

Horn, 

* The aJminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-India Company, 
n, 1'* Holland, divided bct 4 rcen fix boards, or chambers, hav- 
ing I'eliioii at ditfcrcMt placca, *72. one at Amjltrdam^ which 
being the moil coididcrab.c, is called the prcfidial chamber ; 
this ii» compofed of iwcniy-lour d!re<flors, of whom eighteen 

are chofen by the magiftratcs of A, ' the cities 

of Hcrltfn, Leyden^ and G uda^ and the two others by 
the provinces of Gelderland and F ,tjland\ befides ihcfc there 
are four of the chief proprietors, who, in certain cafes, have 
fclfion with the directors: the chamber of Middlebargb is 
the fecond in rank ; it has thirteen direffors, twelve chofen 
’^y the cities of Zcalandj and the thirteentli by the province 

of 
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Horn, and the laft from Delft* They had 
left Holland the 2d of Oaober, of the pre- 
ceding 

of QtUtrlamU and two of the chief proprietors have feffion 
with them; neit, the cliambcr of Delft, has feven directors, 
fix nominated by the regency of the town, and the feventh 
by the province of Over^Yffelt the eliamber of Rotteniam, 
which is the fourth in rank, lias eight direaor^ feven elected 
by that city* and the eighth by Don : that Horny is com- 
pofed of feven dirciffors, fix belonging to Horn, and the 
feventh deputed from the city of Alkmaavy and one of the 
chief proprietors here, has equally a feat in the direction : the 
chamber of Enkhutxeny which is the lad in order, lus llke- 
vife feven directors, fix nominated by the]yegcncy of the 
city, and the feventh by the body cf nobility of the pro- 
vince ot Holland', while alfo one of the thief proprietois has 
feffion with the directors. The places where thefc chambers 
aifemble being all feaports, a certain number of fliips is dif- 
palchcd from each, the equipment of which, with the nomi- 
nation of the captains and officers, are efte^^ed by thefe local 
afTcniblics, who likcwifc have the dirctdion concerning the 
outward cargoes, determine of what they fiiall confid, and 
provide and diip them in courfe. But the fiiprcme and 
general direftion of all the affairs of the Company, is veded 
in what is called the Aflcmbly of Seventeen, which confids 
of feventeen dirctdors, deputed, eight from the chamber of 
JtJlerJamy four from that of Middlthurghy one from each of 
the others, and one alicrnaicly by each of thefe four lad. 
This adcmbly meets three times a year, and is held for fix 
following years at Amfierdam, and the two enfuing years at 
MuldUhurgb. In their fird fitting, tlicy deliberate refpctd- 
ing the fale of fpices, and the dividends to be made to the 
proprietors i in the'Hecond, refpe^fing the orders to be fent 
out to India, and the anfwers to be given to the difpatches 

received 
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ceding year. We received their hilutc of 
thirteen ^iins, and returned it with eleven. 

We Tailed again the next day, but made 
very little progrefs. 

On the ill: of June, we tacked, and failed 
again toward^ the eaft, aiKhorlng in the 
evening, dole to Menfchcnceters, or Cannibal 
Ifland. • 

» On the ad, we proceeded on our voyage 
in the morning, and call anchor in the even- 
ing, by the puint of Ontong Java, 

rfri'ived thctjcc; aiui in the thlnl, they fi'i the r\utunvi rale**, 
.»n<l the nuinhcr of ffiips that fliall be lent out, the 

expthifion of whi(h muft then be elfV^led by the rcfpe6livt 
chaniber>. This alTenibly of Icvcnlecn, nppointb likevvife the 
principal oHicerb, w!io are at the head of the Company’s aifair^ 
in India. 1 here is iikcwilc a council of ten direifors, which 
meets tiom time to time at the Hagit) but as it ferves merely 
aa .1 councii, aiul has no h.ind in the diretff ion itfelf, otherwife. 
t!,m in givinjj advice, and in being the medium through 
Will h the Comj)any communicates with the States Gene/jl, 
it IS not nccclTary to enlarge concerning it. 

Tills was the form of adminirtration of the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, before the late rcvolutlou in Holland; what 
alterations may be made in it, or whether the Company will 
continue in cxiftence, is, in the peefent unfettlcd flatc of af- 
fairs ill tbt country, impoillblc to fay ; we only know that 
the Company’s charter expired fome years ago ; bur being 
provifionally continued, upon the old fooling, by the late go- 
vernment, the new one came laft year to a refolution, that it 
Otould be continued, in the fame wav, for one year longci. V*. 

The 
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The 5d, we were obliged to remain at an* 
chor there, both wind and tide being againft 
us. 

On the 4th, we anchored at noon, by the 
ifland Schiedam, where Mr. Van Tets and 
his company left the Ihip, and went up to 
Batavia, in boats which had been font thence 
to fetch him. We fired a parting lalute of 
thirteen guns, and ftruck the enfign from 
the maintop. At five o’clock, p.m. wc came 
to an anchor under the illand Onrujl, where 
theftiip wastobe unloaded: the fame evening, 

I went up to Batavia, to inform the governor 
general of my return from Bantam, and 
learnt from his excellency, that my (hip was 
appointed to be lent to Bengal, thence to re- 
turn again to Batavia. 


CHAP- 
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. CHAPTER IV. 

Appcintmnt of a new Dire^or in Bekcal. — De» 
partme from BATAViA/^r Bengal. — A Comet 
cbjerved. — View of Orixa. — Pagodas, — Point 
Palm IRAS. — Banks before the Entrance of the 
Gangas. — Pitw of the IJland Sagor. — In- 
ge l l e E.-^fine I raffs of Country, — Village called 
Dover. — fbe Old Ganges. — Anchorage before 
Fultah. 

On tlic 1 8th of July, Mr, B. V. T 

was appointed by the council of India, to be 
dirertor of the Company’s trade in the king- 
doms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, in the 
room of Mr. G. L. V— who had given 
in his rcfignatlon of that office, in order to 
return to Europe ; which, however, he was 
directed to do, by way of Batavia, that he 
might render account to the council, of his 
adminiftration. There were three other 
Ihlps going to Bengal, but Mr. F pre- 

ferred to take his paffage, on board of the 
Snoek, the one I commanded. Our de- 
parture was fixed for the 1 2th of Auguft, 
which was full a month and a half earlier 

than 
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than I had cxpeftcd ; my firft deftinatiort 
having been, ta have taken Malacca in my 
way, whither the fhips do not Tail, till the lat- 
ter end of September. 

In the mean firne, the cargo had been 
landed, and the fhip had been repaired, at 
the Hland whence (he returned to the 
road of Batavia^ in the beginning of Auguft, 
to take in her loading, for the faftory in 
Bengal. 

On the 1 2 th of Auguft, accordingly, Mr, 

F left the caftlc at Batavia, at fix 

o’clock in the morning, accompanied by 
forac of the members of the government 
as far as the waterfide, where, with two 
gentlemen, deputed for that purpofe, by the 
governor general, he embarked in a boat, 
which waited for him, and came on board 
about feven o'clock ; the yards were manned 
in his honour, but no falute was fired. With 
him came his lady, and their little boy, with 
a number of flaves, both male and female. 
The crew of my fliip confilled in feventy- 
four European failors, and thirty-one Moors 
or lafears. 

We weighed anchor, about eight o’clock, 
and let fail, Peering towards the ifland 

. ruji. 
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rujl. We falvited the road wkh thktceii 
guns, which was returned by the admiral 
or flng-fhip with three- At nine o’clock, 
having pafTed the fand of Rbynhnd^ com^ 
monly called the Commandanfs Robey we 
hoifted the flag, at the maintop, which was 
the mark of diftinftion granted to the direc- 
tor F by the governor general, though 

only by fpecial favour ; for in the quality of 
director, he might only bear a pendant at 
the mafthead. The governor general too, 
had direvSed me not to hoift the flag, before 
we had reached the above place. 

It falling calm about ten o’clock, we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, and to li« 
(till, till five p.M, when we again made 
fail, and at eight, 'anchored by the ifland On- 
rujl. 

1 i'lc weather continuing unfavourable, we 
remained at anchor the next day, and took 
in fome Icagcrs of frefh water that had been 
lent after us from Batavia. A thunderftorm 
had done much damage to the powder ma* 
gazinc here, three days before; the roof 
had been \s holly carried away, and the 
building had been ftruck by tlie light- 

ning; 
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fling ; providentially there was no powde/ 
in it, at the time. 

On the 14th of Auguft, at'funrife, wc 
weighed anchor, and fet fail, with an eaft- 
crly wind, direding our courfe between the 
point of Ontong Java^ and the ifland Mid^ 
dleburghi and afterwards between Men^ 
feheneeters^ or Cannibal Ifland, and the Great 
Combuisy or Furnace^ towards the point of 
Bantam, In the evening, about eight o’clock, 
we anchored abreaft of the bay of Bantam,^ 
not daring to proceed farther, in this (hoaly 
water, during the dark. 

At four in the morning, the next day, we 
again got under fiil, and came up to the 
ifland Dwars in den Wegy or Middle JJle^ 
about noon, where the guard from the bay 
of Anjer came on board ; of whom we 
bought Ibmc turtles as a refrefhment. The 
wind remaining favourable during the after- 
noon and night, we fleered for the Ifland 
Kraketau^ and then between Prince's ifland, 
and the Flat point of Sumatra^ out to fca. 

At llinrifc, the next day, we could jufl fee 
Pmres Ifland; whence taking our laft ob- 
fervation^ we fet our courfe, w.s.w. as far 


as 
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as the eighth degree of fouth latitude, and 
thence ftccrcd due weft, making much pro* 
grefs, with an uniformly ftcady s.e. wind, 
blowing in frcfli gales, till on the 26th of 
Auguft, when our computed longitude was 
loij degrees caft from Teneriffe^ or full 250 
leagues weft from the ftraits of Sunday and 
thence ve failed n. w. and afterwards north 
as far as the line, which we palfed on the 2d 
of September. 

On the 30th of Auguft, about half paft 
four in the morning, we faw, in the eaft- 
ern portion of the heavens, a comet, with a 
tail extended towards the w.s.w. of about 
eight or ten degrees in length, and refem- 
bling a feather in form. The comet ap- 
peared like a ftar of the fccond magnitude, 
but a little hazy. Its fituation was between 
Orion and taurus. Its diftance, according to 
a rough obfcrvation of Venus, was 50® 39', 
and full 95® from the fun; its exafl: alti- 
tude above the horizon, was at that time 
69®, and its longitude 62® 2i'. We were, 
by the (hip's reckoning, in 3® 52' foiith lati- 
tude, and about 100® caft longitude. 

On the 14th of September, at four o’clock 
in the morning, I found that fince the 30th 

VOL. I. H of 
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of Augull, and thus in the /pace of fifteen 
days, the comet had approached the fun 
about 54®, making full 5I degrees per day. 
After that time, I did not fee it again in 
th.e mojiiing; for the fky was remarkably 
hazy, and bclct with clouds at the time of 
its rife ; and when afterwards the (ky be- 
came clear, it was loft in the rays of the 
morning. In the beginning of November, 
we law it again in the weft, but much 
paler than before ; the tail too did not ex- 
tend fo far to the eaft, as it had done to the 
weft, and fliortly afterwards it difappeared 
entirely. 

It was oa the fame 30th of Auguft, that 
the eaft wind failed us, and blew in a weft- 
crly direflion, between w.N.w. and w.s.w. 
with heavy Iqualls, at intervals, and thunder 
and lightning, till we had got two or three 
degrees to the north of the line, where we 
experienced more fteady weather. 

We met with many ripplings of currents 
hereabouts, and faw many of the birds, 
called cutwaters and likewife pintados. 

In r i ® north latitude, we obferved, at fun«* 

* Rjg<b§p/ulia, 

rife^ 
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rife, a great change in the colour of the 
water, and immediately founded, but found 
no ground with a line of a hundred fathoms. 
In the evening, the fea refumed its natural 
colour. 

The 5th of September, we were in the la- 
titude of the ifland of which we left 

juft out of fight, to the weftward. At fun- 
fet, we even thought that we caught a 
glimpfe of the land, but we were not at all 
certain about it. 

On the 1 2th, we again obferved the fea 
to be dil'coloured, but ftill found no ground at 
a hundred and feventy-fivc fathoms. Many 
birds now flew near the (hip, among which 
were fome pyljlaarts^ or tropic- birds with 
black wings, and a few land-birds ; and in 
the night wc heard a great noife of birds. 
Bevv'bpatnam^ on the coaft of Coromandel^ 
wasthen,accordingtoour eftimation, n.n.w. 
from us, at the diftance of twenty- five 
leagues. 

The next day, we fteered due north, in 
order to fall in with the land, but met with 
nothing, except fea aivd rockweed, floating 
upon the water. 

Phaeton tthertuu 

H 2 Oq 
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On the J4th, we Heered for the land 
N.w. under a prefs of faiJ, and about feven 
o’clock, p.M. we diicovered the coaft of 
Ortxa^ being the land of Pondy, It appears 
at fii ft with three hummocks, leparated from 
each other. We had then no bottom, with 
a line of a hundred fathoms, and found no 
change of colour in the water ; but in the 
afternoon, wc loimded in feventy fathoms, 
bluifh clay. In the evening, we were abreaft 
of the hill of Careware, four or five leagues 
from the land, and found that fmee our 
laft obfervation, at Prince ^ Ifland, we had 
deviated, one and twenty leagues more to 
the eaft, than we computed by the fhip's 
reckoning. The Ihorc is not high, but has 
landhills at intervals, between which the 
land appears covered with trees. In pafling 
along the coaft, two large pagodas^ or heathen 
temples, make their appearance. One of 
thefe is call the pagoda of Jagernate^ and 
equals any temple of the Gentoos in all In- 
doftan. 

Thefe pagodas are faid to contain im- 
menle riches, from the innumerable con- 
fluence of penitents and pilgrims, who repair 
thither from all parts, and dcpofit rich pre- 

fciits 
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fcnts in them, each according to his abili- 
ties, in order to obtain remi/Iion of their fins. 
It is further related, that the pagoda of "Ja- 
gemate, was built by a certain corfair of 
tliat name, who, having amafled immenfe 
riches by his piratical cxcurfions, erefted 
this fancluary, as a compenfation to heaven 
for his milileeds. The period, however, 
when this happened, feems to be now en- 
tirely forgotten. This temple appears from 
the lea like a lofty, but obtufe, ftceple, while 
the othei', has feme rcfcmblancc to a two- 
inaft Vi ilcl undv r tail. 

We did not get much farther the next 
day, on account of its fiilling calm ; and at 
flinlet, we found ourfelve;> before the mouth 
of the river of Mtrzapour^ about two leagues 
irom the fliorc, which had a very pleafant 
ap; arance, being every where covered with 
trcLS. Our latitude at noon had been 19® 
48' north. 

The following day, in the afternoon, 
finding that the currents, fetting to the 
fouthward, drove us greatly back, ’.ve were 
obliged to come to an anchor, in feventeen 
fathoms, full two leagues off (here. In the 
night, we hailed an EnglilK fnow, who told 
H 3 us, 
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\is, they came from Calcutta^ and were bound 
to the coaft of Coromandel 

We were obliged to remain here at an- 
chor, till the 1 8th of that month, when the 
force of the current was much abated, and 
we again fet tail, but found ourlclvcs under 
the nccdTity of working farther down, the 
'wcf]cr!\ winds having changed, • and begin- 
ning to blou’ from the cart. We, however, 
were able to get to wiiulwarJ of ]\)!nt 
Palmiras^ in the ni^bt bctw'ecn tlic /9th 
and 2Ctl), and at da\bjeak, coming in light 
of the Dutch piloiuoat', that w l it erni/ing 
here to meet the {hi|x-' thjt were t vp( cled, 
we took a pilot <mi boaid. In the affern(H)ii, 
we law the high land of and an- 

choied at fiinlet, before the oiUcrmofl hank 
of the IIcu' w e could not ke the 

Lind on an\ tide. 

"rheie arc twa) banks, or fands, whiv.h lie 
to the wefl.w'ard of the wcllerii moutli of the 
or hlougly River, and \\ Inch extend 
from the land, about eight or ten Ic'agucs 
out to lea. What is called the head, or the 
louthunmofl: of them, commences with the 
depth of ten fathoms, but llioals fvKldenly to 
four, and thice and a half. 


Ships 
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Ships fiiiling into the river, are obliged to 
run flraisfht acrols thefe banks, the Ibuiui- 

O 

ings upon and between which, ferve for 
marks to the pilots, to find the buoys which 
lie ill the channel, leading to the entrance 
of the river, bv bigellcc. If in failing over 
li ihip runs aground^ ihc is in the greutci} 
clanger of being entirely lolh The ground 
is a iiard land, thata(!:ts witli a (Irong liuHion. 
Tilde banks are, in confcqiience, never nafl'- 
cd but at the verv time of high water, and, 
for greater feciiiit\, a pilotboat al\\a\s i’ails 
about half, or three ejuarters of a league 
ahead, loumkng, and making lignals of the 
di'pth j u!;ile, ulien the pilot^^ arc of opi- 
icon that the water w ill not rile high enough, 
the) rather keep the ihipb at anchor before 
liu; ['anki, till tlu; can carry them ovcj- in 
I ' ct lafct\ . 

On the 2 III ol' Scptemi)cr, at h<alf jiaft 
eight, lUM. tlic pdoiboat ha\ mg made the 
iignal that thcic wa. a fulTiciciit depth of 
\sater upon the hank, \\c weighed anchor, 
aiid got under lad. Our Ihip drew t\\cnty 
tcci, aud \cc palTed the firft bank in the 
depth ot twenty-eight, and the lecond in 
H 4 twenty* 



twenty-four feet water. At noon, being 
between the two banks, we were in north 
latitude 21® 19', and at four o’clock p.m. we 
came to an anchor in the channel, by the 
buoy of Boero Baly, 

The next morning, about feven o’clock, 
we again made fail, fleering n.n*£. At ten, 
we faw the ifland Sagor^ which we left up- 
on our right. This ifland is long and low, 
and is efteemed facred by the inhabitants of 
Bengaly who hold it in great veneration. A 
little after noon, we pafled the road of /»- 
gilin^ and we here began to fee land on both 
lides of the river, having hitherto, from the 
ifland ^agor^ onl) had it on the right hand. 
The land is here, at the mouth of the river, 
very low, and on coming from fea, it is not 
vifjbie farther off than three leagues. At 
three o’clock we pafied the Jennegat, which 
is the mofl dangerous part of the naviga- 
tion 5 for if a fhip have the misfortune to 
flnke upon one of the fhoals, that make the 
channel here fo narrow, it muft be loft ; as 
was the cafe two or three years ago, with 
the Company’s fhip, the Liuly Feirmlla^ of 
which only a part of the carp was faved, 
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and the hull of the (hip was m a fliort time 
entirely fwaUowed up, by the fuftion of the 
quick-fand. 

At (unlet, we came to an anchor before the 
channel of C^arrr, where a final! veffel camo 
alongfide of us, by which I feut up the Com- 
pany's papers to Hougfy. 

The following day, being the 23d of Sep- 
tember, we weighed anchor about nine 
o’clock P.M. and failed with the flood higher 
up the river, in fix, five, and four fathom 
water. The water was very thick and 
muddy, occafioned by the rapid courfe of 
the river, the afflux of which was uotv at 
the highfft. In the channel, the bottom 
was a foft mud, but the fhoals, which were 
numerous, ere a hard fand. At noon, we 
paffed the Haze, or Hare Channel, which 
has both fuff eient depth and breadth to be 
navigable by feaihips. In 1768, the direc- 
tor V fent fome pilots, and other pro- 

per perfons, to furvey this palTage, that, in 
cafe of need, the Company’s (hips might be 
carried to fea, through the fame, inftead of 
through the Jemegat, and paft Ingellee ; but 
coming to the end of the chanpel, that 
entered the arm of the Ganges, which runs 

by 
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by Dacea^ they conceived that the farther 
progrefs to fea was not advifable to be at- 
tempted by the Company’s fliips, by reafon 
of the many fandbanks, of which they had 
no certain knowledge ; and the examination 
ended here. The greateft part of the goods 
which are conveyed from the laftmentioned 
city to Hougly^ pafs through this chinnel*. 

Having proceeded thus far, the water 
deepened to tea and eleven fathoms, but the 
bottom was nothing but mud. 

Hitherto, the land which we had failed by, 
was an uninhabited wildernefs, abounding in 
tigers, and other wild bcafts. The banks of 
the river were moftly covered with under- 
wood; but beyond the Hare Channel, we 
began to lee a fewhoufes and hamlets of the 
Bcngalcfe inhabitants, fcattered along them. 

Ijiland, we beheld large level fields, fomc 
parts of which were cultivated ; and between 
them were green pafturcs, which afforded a 

♦ From its fituatlon in the map which accompanies this 
relation, the channel here raentioHed would feem to be that, 
which, in the Englifh maps, is called the BaratuUoy or ChamtKl 
Crttk^ though the circumftancc of its entering the river which 
runs by Dutca, indicates that it mu ft cither be, or have a com- 
munication 'with, what we call the Baliagct F through thi 
iTitds. T, 


moft 
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moft agreeable profpeft as we failed by. The 
higher up the river we advanced, the finer 
the country became : at times, we faw herds 
of a hundred head of cattle grazing in the 
paftures. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon, wc 
pafled a village called Dover, where the 
Englifli hav.e built fomc warehoufes, and a 
faftory. There is a good and fafe anchorage 
before it, which is much frequented by their 
ftiips, fcveral of which wc found lying here : 
clofc to it, a channel, called the Shrimp Chan- 
nel, which runs far round into the country, 
falls into the river. At funfet we were 
obliged, by the contrary wind and tide, to 
conic to an anchor at Buffal* Point, juft 
below a place which the inhabitants call 
Mm's-tomb, and which is diftinguilhablc 
by a delightful grove of fine trees. 

The wind and tide prevented us from 
leaving tliis place, till the next day, about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, when we 
fet our fails, but did not keep them long 
bent, on account of a rifing thunderftorm, 
which was accompanied by a violent fquall, 
and which forced us to come to an anchor, 
two hours afterwards, a little below the Old 

Ganges, 
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i^ges^ having, the whole of the night, much 
thunder and lightning. 

The following day, at daybreak, we 
heaved the anchor, but could only loofen it, 
without bringing it home to the fhip ; and» 
by the narrownefs of the channel, occafioned 
by the numerous fandhank*?, as well as by the 
rapidity oi tiie itream, we were obliged to 
drive up with the flood, ftern foremoft, 
dragging our anchor along the bottom, and 
at fcven o’clock we paflTed the Old Ganges^ 
as it is called by the pilots. 

This river takes its rife fo far inland, that 
no one has, as yet, been up it, as far as its 
fource, as the pilots and other intelligent 
people informed me The place where it 
unites with the true GangeSy is very unfafe 
for vcflels going up or down the river, for 
there are dangerous fandbanks before it, and 
the tide runs, at floodtime, with a ftrong 
current into it, and ebbs equally violently 


♦ Th« whole courfe of the riwr which u 

fiiUely Cftlled the OU Gm*gny U iccuntely laid down in 
Major Rinnill*s Maps of by the confultation 

of which, the paucity of geographical Information, 
reil>eAing that country, in this work, may be amply 
fuppltcd. r. 
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out. Juft before I left Bengal^ the EngUfti 
were intending to eredt a battery of heavy 
cannon, on the point made by the confluence 
of thefe rivers, in order to command the 
GMgesj and to be able to prevent any vcflcls 
from coming up it. It is certain, that along 
the whole courfe of the river, a more fuitable 
fpot for thi^ purpofc, could not be hit upon, 
for fhips pafling it, have enough to do to 
work their fails, to avoid ftriking upon the 
lands, or being drawn into the Old Ganges^ 
and arc thus wholly unable to defend them- 
fclvcs from any attack. 

When we had palfed this place, we came 
in fight of our Company’s Ihips lying at an- 
chor before Fultab^ who, as foon as they faw 
the enfign flying from our top, faluted us with 
fevcntecQ guns, which we returned with 
fifteen. About half paft eight o’clock, 
when the flood was fpent, we came to an 
anchor by the Lime Channel. Shortly after- 
wards, the iquipagie meejier (comptroller 
of equipment) of Hougly^ came on board, to 
welcome the direftor F— ^ this gentle- 
man informed us, that an Englilh £aft-],^dia 
Company’s fliip had, eight days ago, been 
wrecked upon the feabanks, at the mouth of 

the 
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the river ; her cargo, to the value of thirteen 
tons of gold was entirely loft, and only 
forty of the crew faved. 

The enfuing day, being the 26th of Sep- 
tember, we again got under fail, at funrife, 
and anchored at nine o’clock, before Fultab^ 
in fix fathoms water ; we found lying here, 
the Company’s fhips, the Cornelia tiillegonda^ 
Captain I. S. Hoeve; the Land' s-welfare^ 
Captain S. Both ; and the Rittheniy Captain 
A. Van der Weyde ; the firft from 
Europe, and the two laft from Batavia. 
The two firft faluted us with nineteen, and 
the laft with fifteen guns, and wc returned a 
falutc of nineteen. At eleven o’clock, a 
deputation from the Council of Hougly 
came on board, to congratulate the direftor 
F— — on his arrival, and to conduft him to 
Hougly^ bringing with them the Company’s 
great budgerow^ or yacht, in which the 
dlreftor was to proceed up the river. — I (hall 
be more explicit, refpeding thefe velfels, in 
my obfervations on Bengal. 

This deputation confifted of three of the 
members ot the council, two of whom were 

* A ton of gold is 100,000 gilden; thus, at /.n. — per 
pound dcrUng, thirteen tons of gold arc nearly 120,000!. VI 

accompanied 
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accompanied by their ladies. They dined- on 
board, and Hayed till four o’clock in the# 
afternoon, when they embarked with Mr. 

F , his lady, and child, in the great 

budgtrm, and departed with the flood up to 
Hougly. At the lame time,’ a falute of onc- 
and-twenty guns was fired from my Ihip, 
and the flag was ftruck from the maintop, 
followed by nineteen, feventeen, and fifteen 
guns from the other Ihips, which concluded 
the ceremony. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V, 

Pajfage up to CfiiNSURAH — Siege of that Place h) 
the Habob. — Caufes of this Mijunderftanding.^ 
*The Siege rafed, — Fine PnfpeHs along the 
Ga’ges. — Bengal Conjurers and Balancers . — 
Fultah . — Excurfion up the River, -^Manner of 
making Sugar, — Meeting with a Faqutry or Saint, 
—5 rning of three Bdics of Bengaleje . — Account 
of Jorne ancient Buildinpj, — National Vijit to the 
French, — To the E.nglfj, — I/Jlalment of Mr, 

F in the DireHlorJhip, — Great F mine at 

Patna. — Depmture f m Chinsur .h. — From 
Ingkllee . — Ficw of the Ijland 'umatra. — 
Currents , — iolent Squalls. — Calms, — Anchorage 
before Batavia. 

T' HE following day, in the forenoon, when 

Mr. F approauhcd the Englifh fettle- 

ment of Calcutta^ he was fainted by nineteen 
guns trom Fort JVilliamy and received the 
compliments of two gentlemen of the coun- 
cil ot CalcuttUy who were deputed from the 
Englilh governor Vereljly in whofe name, 
likewife, he was invited to dine at the fet- 

tlcment; : Mr. F , however, excufed 

huxkfelf^ on account , of the itidifpofition of 

his 
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Mishdy. Mr.VERELsrhad gone on purpofe to 
his country feat, about two boufs walk from 

Calcutta, ill order to receive Mr. F on his 

arrival, as foon as he underftood that his 
budgerow, was coming up the river. When 
he had paiTed Calcutta, Mr. F— was again 
fainted from Fort William, with nineteen 
guns. • 

On the next day, on paffing the French 

faftory at Chandernagore, Mr. F was 

likcwlfc faluted witli nineteen guns ; but, 
inftcad of deputing two members of the 
council to wait upon him, as the Englifh 
had done, the French governor only fent a 
chubdar, or filvcr ftafF-bcarcr, to welcome 
him on his behalf. 

Halfway between Cbandernagore and 

Hougly, or Chinfurah, Mr. F was met 

bv ,the dirc(ltor in office, who came to con- 
gratulate him on his arrival, with leveral 
budgerowsi and they went up to Chinfurah 
together. Landing at Fort Gujlavus, he 
was faluted with twenty-one guns, from the 
battery at the waterfidc, and received by the 
other members of the council of Hougly 
at the ftairs, being then carried in ftate, in 
palankeens , through the great gate of the 
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Fort, commonly called the Lodge^ to before 
tbfe dire 61 or*g houfc, while the garrifon was 
drawn up in two ranks, with drums beating 
ind xolours flying; and t^c ceremony was 
feohcluded in the evening, with an elegant 
fupper and ball. 

There being an order of the Hougly 
Council, that all captains foould reniain on 
board their fliips, as long as the fpringtides 
continued, which commenced at the time of 
my arrival at Fultahy I could not accompany 

Mr. F otjL his journey up the river ; the 

above particulars are, therefore, fuch as I had 
occafion to learn from others. This order to 
the commanders of fhips has its relation only 
to thofc fpringtides, which take place from 
the latter end of September to the beginning 
of November, becaule it is during that period 
that the monlbon generally breaks up ; and 
there is great danger at that time, efpecially 
with fpringtides, as the ftream then runs with 
the utmoil rapidity, and the thunderftorms 
rage with the greateft violence. 

On the 3d of 061 ober, the Company's (hip, 
the Valiant^ Captain Wagendonk, arrived 
at Fultaby which (hip left Batavia ten days 
before mine. 


That 
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•Hiat day, being the laft of the fpringtidc, 
1 embarked at night, on board a budgerow, 
for Cbinjurab, and arrived the next morning 
at the village of Bemagon ; this is a place 
belonging to the Dutch Eaft-India Company, 
which is fituated halfway between Chinfurab 
* and Fultab. In the evening I left Bernagore^ 
qnd arrived about nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing at Cbinfurab. Of thefe places I lhall 
fpeak more at lar^e in my obfervations. 

The fame morning, the nabob of 
bazar^ or viceroy of Bengal^ had invefted 
the place, on the landfide, with a force of 
ten or twelve thoufand Moors, and all the 
approaches and barriers were fo clofcly 
guarded, that no one could go in or out. 

This occafioned, in the enfuingdays, fuch 
a fcarcity of provifions, among the inhabi- 
tants of the village, that many of them pe- 
rilhed for want. Mothers, driven by hun- 
ger, and 

■ ' ciwpellcd 

By Arong occeiGty'# fuprenie comoiand, 

brought their children to the dwellings of 
the Europeans, and entreated leave to fell 
thefc innocents to flavery, for a linall por- 
tion of rice, in order to prolong tlicir own 
I 2 wretched 
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wretched life a little longer. To cncrcafe 
the mifery, the flock of provifions in the 
place, was found to be little or none. Be- 
fides this blockade on the landfidc, the 
Moors had alfo befet the river, above the 
village, fo that nothing could be brought 
down by water ; and from below, there was 
little to be obtained. While there was any 
rice, fcveii pounds weight were fold for a 
rupee, but it was foon confumed. A perfon 
who, from the outfidc, had contrived to 
ihrow fome poultry over the barriers, in the 
hopes of gain, being caught by the Moors, 
had his iiofe and ears indantly cut off. 

The caufc of this unhappy affair was as 
follows : — The Company were bound to pay 
certain duties to the nabob, for the goods 
which were conveyed up and down the 
Ganges ; but the money had not been paid 

by the direflor V for a confidcrable 

time. The nabob, who infifled upon hav- 
ing them difeharged, as they were in faft 
his lawful due, iffued orders to the faufdar 
of Hougly, of whom we (hall take further 
notice hereafter, to claim the payment in 
the moft .forcible manner. This officer ac- 
cordingly difpatched ^.ebubdar to the di- 

reftor 
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reftor V——, to require the money of him,! 
threatening withal, that in cafe it were not 
paid, he would not fuffer any more goods 
belonging to the Dutch to pafs. The di- 
rector took umbrage at this peremptory 
melTage, and after having violently abufed 
the poor chubdar^ fent him to the fifeal 
DE Saumaxse, and had him bound to the 
whippingpoft, and unmercifully flogged. 

In confequence of this, the faufdar caufed 
a)| the goods belonging to the Dutch fadory, 
which came down the Ganges, to be de- 
tained, and Chtnfurab to be invefted. 

The goods thus feized by the Moors, 
confifted in callicoes and other piece-goods, 
intended for the cargoes of the ftiips which 
were to fail for Europe in the beginning of 
Noyember. Thele velTels were detained 
by this occurrence, and could not now be 
ready in time. They were obliged to flay 
in the Ganges till the latter end of January, 
a*hd were at laft forced to put to fea in an 
unfavourable feafon. Ought not the mif- 
fortuncs which thefe fhips (two of which, 
the Enkbuizen and the Valiant, were loft 
with all their crews; and the third, the 
l^and* s^Vf effort, was faved with difficulty) 
I 3 mef 



[ >i8 ] 

met with, from the bad weather they had 
to encounter in the fouthern latitudes, to be 
attributed to thefc circumftances, and to the 
bad management of Mr. V— f But to 
return to the fiegc of Chinfurah. 

As foon as intelligence was received of 
the detention of thefe goods, the direftor 
V-— thought fit to order a detachment 
of thirty men, under the command of 
an officer, to go up the river in boats, to 
where the goods were lying, in order to e^ 
fe£l their rclcafe by force ; but upon learn- 
ing that a body of four hundred (fea- 
poys), or Moorifh foldicrs, were ported to 
defend them againft our attack, the expedi- 
tion was laid alide. Hereupon the diredlor 
V— alTembled the council, and informed 
the members of what he had lately done ; 
faying at the fame time, that matters being 
now brought to this point, he neither dared 
nor could proceed farther, without the ap- 
probation of the council. Some of the 
members replied, that fince he had pro- 
ceeded fo far, without their knowledge or 
approbation, he might go on as be had be- 
gun, without their afliftantc ; b^t the ma- 
jority Were of opinion, tfett the matter ought 

to 
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to be endeavoured to be conipromifed, through 
the mediation of the Englifli. A deputation 
was appointed for this purpofe, confiftlng 
of the head adminiftrator, Ross, and the 
comptroller of equipment, Vak Braam, 
both members of the council ; who fo far 
arranged matters at Calcutta^ with the Eiig- 
li(h C(5uncil, and the little nabob, or mi- 
nifter, Mahomed Reza Chan, who go- 
verned as guardian of the great nabob, who 
was a minor *, that, upon a promife that 
the duties which remained unpaid, (houldbc 
Immediately difeharged, the goods were re- 
leafed, and the blockade of Chinfurab was 
raifed. 

But inftead of this promife being fulfilled 

by the direftor V , thefc arrears were 

ftill due, when, in the month of March the 
next year, he took his departure from 
gal ; and the cargo of opium and other 
goods, intended for my (hip, would equally 
liave been feized, had not the direftor F— — 
taken upon himfcif to be perfonally refpon- 
Cble for this debt. 


• Meir Kahiyah, otherwife Sevf al Dowlah* (Ixoixi 
Ton of the well-known Mur jAriiia Aliy.Chak, a youlb 
of fixteen yean of age. « 

I 4 
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This laftmentioned gentFeman was fo 
much blinded by the firft, and was fo eafily 
impreffed with whatever ideas the other 
thought proper to inftil into him, that, 
however much he was warned by confi- 
dential and intelligent people of the evil 
efFefts which would rcfult from his. com- 
pliant partiality, he continued to^follow the 
inclinations of the diredor in every thing. 
He was even guilty of the additional im- 
prudence, of confiding to him whatever had 
been laid to him on the fubjeft ; and he did 
not perceive the bad confequences of all 
this, till it was too late, anti after the direclor 
V-— had taken his leave of the Ganges, 

On the 1 5th of Odober, the Moors de- 
parted from Chinfurah^ and the navigation 
of the river upwards, was again opened. 

On the loth, the feftival of the Ganges 
had been held all along its banks, by the 
Bengalefe, or Gentoos, after fomc prelimi- 
nary folcmnities of three days; on which 
occafion, an incredible number of people 
came from the inland parts, to h 6 prefent 
at the fcftival. I (hall likewife notice it in 
my obfervations on Benga/j already referred 
JO, 
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On the 12th of 0 £tober, I went from 
Chinfurab down to my (hip, lying at Fultah, 
Going down, I landed at Serampore^ where 
the Danes have a fadory ; this is the moft 
inconhdcrable European eftabli(hment on the 
Ganges^ confifting only, bcfidcs the village 
occupied by the natives, in a few houfes in- 
habited by Europeans. Their trade is of 
very little im|K)rtance. 

The profpefts of the country, along the 
banks, and on both ildcs of the Ganges, ia 
going up or down the river to Fultah, arc 
delightful ; but they are all furpafled by that 
which offers upon paffing along the French 
Icttlemcnt at Chandernagore, upwards to- 
wards Chinfurab, Hougly, and Bandel ; which 
laftmentioned place is juft feen iti the back- 
ground : then the eye glances upon the 
buildings of Chinfurab, the church, the 
garden caWt^Welgelegen (well-fituatcd), with 
three ftoiie terraces, raifed one above the 
other, and v^diere every thing that is of ftonc 
ts whitened. Groves of cver-verdant trees 
ajipcar behind, and, between thefe, buildings. 
In their front, the river, covered with fmall 
veffels and boat^^, A little lower], on the 
-right hand, Cbandemagore, which is built 

all 
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all along the river, and is embelliffied with 
many handfome houfes. Before it, the (hips 
at anchor, and moored with cables to the 
fliore. On the left hand, fertile fields, and 
cxtenfivc meadows, affording pafture to 
numerous herds of cattle, and interlperfed 
with plcafant groves and coppices. The 
whole forming a moft interefting landfcapc. 

Farther down, about halfway between 
Cbandernagore and Serampore, is a place called 
Garettu Here, on the fame fide with 
demagore^ the French governor has built a 
noble houfe, or rather a palace, and has laid 
out an cxtcnfive and plcafant garden. And in 
this neighbourhood, the Englifli have a mi^ 
litary port, where often one thoufand men, 
and fometimes more, arc encamped. 

The whole of this country is flat, juft as 
in our provinces. It is interfefted and fer- 
tilizcj) by numerous channels, creeks, apd 
rivulets. Bengal is juftly efteemed the moft 
fr\utful part of Afia. 

Approaching Caljcutta, many gardenj^ 
newly laid out by the Englilh, make their 
appearance, wmich have handfpme dwcllijig- 
houfes, with aq s^reeable profptA towards 

the 
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thfe river. Calcutta^ which is built on the 
left fide ill going down, about three quar* 
ters of an hour’s walk along the bunks of 
the river, makes likewife a very pleafing 
j^>pearance. Before it, the (hips lie at an- 
chor, juft as before Cbandernagore^ in great 
Eumbers. There are almoft every day vef- 
fel$ which go to, and come from, every part 
of India, in motion here ; which greatly en- 
livens the feene. 

A little below Calcutta^ ftands a ftrong 
fortrefs, called Fort William^ which, built 
Upon the banks of the river, commands it 
entirely. From this place to Fultah there 
arc many Bengal villages interfperfed, fomc 
of which arc very large. 

On the 13th of Odober, I reached my 
(hip, lying in Fultah road, and ftayed fomc 
time on board. I occafionally went on 
ftiore in the evening, when the heat of the 
day was over, to take a walk; and often 
amufed mylelf with feeing the tricks of the 
conjurers, and fcrpcnt-charmers. The former 
for furpafs, in my opinion, thofe of Europe, 
There were likewife balancers, who had a 
bamboo pole of twenty or twenty-five feet 
in length, pcrpeadicidarly refting on their 

girdle, 
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girdle, without touching it with their hands, 
A young girl of feven or eight years old,, 
laying hold of it, clambered up to the top,* 
where fhe laid herfelf on her belly, and 
throwing her arms and legs loofe, feemed 
to fwim in the air^ while the man kept 
running backwards and forwards, with the. 
pole, always without touching it with his- 
hands. In about feven minutes, the girl 
clambered down again, and performed a 
number of other tricks. But on this fubjeft 
more hereafter. 

Fultah is a pretty large village, fituated 
on the left bank of the Ganges^ gomg down 
the river. The fifeal of Chinfurah keeps 
one of his officers here, to have an eye upon 
the illicit or fmuggling trade, that is, in 
fuch cafes, when matters have not been 
fettled betimes with the fiical, and a proper 
confideration made for his connivance. 

I'he anchorage here is fafe enough, when 
the brcaklng-up of the monfoons is not ac- 
companied with violent hurricanes, for then 
it is very dangerous ; which is, indeed, the 
cafe all up the Ganges, Ships lie here like- 
wife prptefted from the fwell of the fca, 
which fometimes, when the tide rifes, is 

elevated 
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elevated to fix and more feet in height, and 
rolls in with great violence, tearing the 
ftiips which it overtakes, from their anchor- 
age, or breaking their cables, and dafliing 
them againft the fliore, or the fandbanks. 
This fwcll never runs along the Fultah fide, 
but only along the oppofite (hore. The bot- 
tom is a*tou^h clay, in which the anchors' 
often hold (o faft, that they cannot fbme- 
times be weighed, and the cables break in 
the attempt. When it happens, however, 
that the Company’s (hips lie a whole year 
in the river, they arc then carried up to 
Chmfurah for fome months, as was done in 
the year 1 768, with relped to the Valiant. 

On the 17th, the Company’s (hip 
huizen, arrived in Fultah road. She had 
left Batavia before me, but had touched at 
the Coaft of Coromandel, Her Captain I. 
F. SrouT, had died on the paHage, This 
(hip was intended to be difpatched to Eu- 
rope. 

On the 1 8th, I received a letter from the 

dircftor F , informing me, that my (hip 

was appointed to fail to Batavia, by way of 
Coromandel, and that I was to fail in the lat- 
ter end of December. 


The 
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The next day I again left the Ihip for 
Cbinfurah^ which I reached the fame even- 
ing. 

On the 20th of Oflober, a Bengalcfc wo- 
man was buried, with her dcceafed hulband, 
alive, and on the 25th of November, an- 
other was burnt with the body of her huf- 
band ; but of both thefe barb^^rous rites, I 
lhall give the details in my beforementioned 
oblervations. 

The Ihip, the Snoek, which I had hitherto 
commanded, being now judged too old, to 
attempt the paiTage to Europe, I exchanged* 
with the coiifent of the diredor and council, 
for that of Captain Hoeve, the Cornelia 
Hillegonda, This gentleman look the com- 
mand of the EnkhuizeUy by which I had at 
firft intended to have gone, but being ad- 
vil’cd to the contrary, in Older that I 
might take another trip to Batavia^ whither 
the Cornelia Hillegonda was bound, I chofe 
this laft. My firft lieutenant A. Van Es, 
was promoted to the command of the Snoeky 
and the feveral changes took place on the 
lytb of November. 

On the jd of December, we dropped 
down from Fultab to Ingellee, at the mouth 
I of 
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of the river, together with the Enkhuizen^ 
the Valkntj the LanJ*s-welfare^ and the 
SnoeJty which laft failed on the 29lh of De- 
cember, for the coaft of Coromandel, 

There being very little of importance for 
me to do at prefent, in the Company’s fer- 
vice, I employed my leifure-time, in making 
fome little excurfions Inland, or to the Eng- 
lilh and French faftories. I llkcwife went 
a-hunting of foxes, jackals, and other wild 
animals, plenty of which arc to be met with 
a little way inland ; but the Bcngalefc do 
not like to fee this, for it is contrary to the 
precepts of their religion to kill any thing 
which has life. Their objeftions, however, 
have no weight, as they never can mufter 
ilifficient courage to oppofc an European. 

On the 5th of January, 1770, the Englifh 
govcr 'ior Vi relst, leaving the prefidency, 
paffcil Fultah^ where two of our fhips were 
lying at anchor, witliout receiving any falute 
from either of them, wliich was always cuf- 
tomary. This afforded matter of great fur- 
prize to Mr. Vkrelst, as he had done all 

honour to Mr. F , when this laft paffed 

Calcutta, as w c have before fccn. He fci% 
one of his fer\ants on board of the (hips, to 

inquire 
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inquire of the commanding officers, whether 
they had not received diredions from the 
director V— or the council of Hougly to 
fire the accuftomed falute ? which they an- 
fwered in the negative. The Englifli go- 
vernment, complained in ftrong expreflions 
of this behaviour ; but were anfwered on 

the part of the direftor V , that this was 

in retaliation of a fimilar affrbiit, which he 
had received from Mr. Verelst on a na-* 
tional vifit to Calcutta. 

On the 14th of January, my mooring 
cable broke loofe, but by the vigilance of 
my firft lieutenant, we met with no damage. 
Li the following night, however, the Ihip 
Rittim met with the fame accident, and 
ran aground on a fandbank. Being fully 
loaden, the cargo was obliged to be un- 
fhipped, and ihe was not got afloat again in 
a fortnight; yet (he did not fuffer confidcra- 
ble damage. * 

On the 29th and 30th, the Enkbuizen^ the 
Valiant^ and the Lan(t s-weljare^ failed from 
the road of Ingelke^ for Europe, 

On the 31ft, my (hip, and the Ritthem^ 
Fu/tahj and proceeded to Ingelke^ there 
to remans till the time of failing. The rea- 

i . 
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foil why (hips do not tarry at Fultah fo long, 
is only becaufe the water of the Ganges be- 
comes too (hallow in this feafon, fo that the 
Jenegat is dangerous to be palfcd. Thefe 
velTels came to an anchor in Ingellee road, on 
the 7th of February, under command of the 
two firft lieutenants. 

In the mean time, I took another journey 
up the Ganges^ and inland, in company with 
two of my friends, to view the country, and 
purfue the diverfion of hunting. 

On the 27th of January, we left Chinfu- 
rahy in a budgerow^ at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, goingup the river with the tide, and 
before the wind; and about half pad: four wc 
came to the Channel of Ntafferaiy where wc* 
went on (here, and up the country. Here 
we met with plealant plains of arable and 
pa(}i)‘ic land, intermixed with groves of co- 
coanut, furi, mango, and other trees. The 
fugarcane was likewife cultivated iu many 
places, and flourilhed luxuriantly. 

Wc likewife oblervcd, the manner in 
which the inhabitants make their fugar, 
which is very fimplc, the whole procels 
going on in the open air, without much 
trouble, 
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They bruifc the cane, between two cham- 
fered rollers of hard wood, two and a half 
feet long, and of about fix inches in diameter. 
Thcfc lie horizontally, one above the other, 
in two refts, lb fixed, that the rollers cannot 
be moved, out of their relative pofition to 
each other, and leaving a Ipace of a quarter 
of an inch between them. Each roller has 
four fpokes, or handles, at the end, by which 
they are turned in oppofitc direftions, by two 
men. The fugarcane being put between 
the rollers, is thus bniifed, or flattened, to 
the thicknefs of a quarter of an inch, and 
its fap is prefled out, and received in a large 
earthen pot, placed for that purpofe, under 
this fimplc machinery. About eight or ten 
feet ofi', are eight other pots, fixed in holes, 
into which they fit exadly, and which are 
made in the earth in a longitudinal direflion. 
The dried canes, from which the fap has 
been exprefled, arc uled as hu:l under thcfc 
pots, into which the lap is put, and boiled 
into lus[ar. 

The country hereabouts, abounds in jackals 
and wild dogs, fomc of which we (hot. 

At night we went up higher, with the 
tide, and* came at five o’clock in the morn- 
ing 
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ing, to the channel of Chogdab^ which lies 
on the right fide of the river in going up 
(that of Niajferai is on the left), about eight 
or ten Dutch nniiles above Cbinfurah. The 
village, which gives its name to the chan- 
nel, {lands a little inland. There is a great 
weekly market, or bazar^ as it is called by 
the Bengalefc, held here, where all kinds of 
provifions, and other goods, the produce of 
the country, arc expofed to falc. The chan- 
nel terminates about three Dutch miles in- 
land. 

On its left fide, and upwards, the whole 
is flat land, without any trees ; but on the 
right hand downwards, arc many woods, in 
which there arc tigers and other wild beads. 

We croflfed a number of fields, without 
feeing any thing like a tiger ; but on en- 
tering the woods a little way, wc foon met 
with their traces in plenty, and wc did not 
therefore think it prudent to venture far- 
ther in ; for this animal fcldom Ihcws it- 
fclf, before it can fpring upon its prey, anti 
when once within the reach of its claws, 
nothing can fave a man’s life. We like- 
wife met in the way, the remains qf a Beii- 
galcfc, who had been torn in pieces by the 
K 2 beads 
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bcafts of prey. For the reft, the hunting of 
jackals and wild dogs was not unpleafant. 

In the afternoon, we lailed higher up the 
Ganfres fto a place called Goupfipara, which is 
about fix or eight Dutch miles above Chogdab. 
In our way, we palfcd a pretty large ifland, 
lying in the middle of the river, but which 
produced nothing but a little tall gfafs, and 
Ibme reeds. 

Wc found here that the flood only lafted 
three hours, while the ebb continued nine* 
About four or five Dutch miles higher, as 
the Bcngalefc, and others who had been at 
CaJJimbazary informed us, there was no flood, 
except a little in ipring-tidcs. 

It was late in the evening before we ar- 
rived at Gouptipariu At daybreak, the next 
morning, we went on Ihorc, and found, 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the 
river, a little village. Somewhat higher 
there was a wood of lofty trees, with much 
underwood, in which there was a great 
number of monkeys, and the w'ood was 
therefore named the monkey-wood. Thefe 
animals were about the fizc of a fpaniel, 
with long tails, which, when they ran, they 
turned upwards. The body was covered 

with 
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with hair, of a grey colour, and the fore 
part of the head was black. As foon as 
we had fired one (hot, they all ran up the 
high trees, and fomc of them threw their 
young ones, which they held between their 
fore paws, into the bullies below ; and what- 
ever pains we bellowed in looking for them, 
we could not find them. The large ones 
fprang with an inconceivable quicknels, from 
branch to branch, and from tree to tree. 
Wc (hot fomc of them, and when the others 
faw thefe fall, they let up a moll horrid 
cry. 

The Bengalcfc were much difpleafed at 
this, and dcfired us not to kill any more of 
thefe animals ; for their fuperllitious belief 
in the tranimigration of iouls afi.:r death, 
makc.s them think that ihcle creatures, in 
pariK^ular, are the receptacles of human 
fouls. 

Somewhat farther inland, we met with 
the ruins of a ftonebuilding, in which a 
faquir y or faint, had takeii up his abode. 
He (at by a flow fire, in the middle of the 
alhes, entirely naked. His hair was black, 
and very long, tangled and clodded with 
alhes and dirt, with which it was llrewcd, 
K 3 He 
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He had impofcd a fingular penance upon 
himfelf, confifting in a brafs ring, about the 
thicknefs of a quill, and three inches in 
diameter, which was paffed through the fub- 
ftance of the glans of the penis, though in 
fuch a manner, that the urethra remained 
unhurt. While we were with him, a, Ben- 
gal woman, in the fuperftitious hope of 
thereby becoming fruitful, came to kifs this 
difgufting mortal, on the part which was 
luppofed to poflefs the prolific virtue re- 
quired. Wc put many queftions to him, on 
the fubje6\ of what wc faw, but decency for- 
bids the recital of his anfwcrs. Befides this 
ring, there were three other riveted iron- 
rings linked to it, which altogether, might 
weigh, as wc guefled, about two pounds and 
a half. When he walked, he let the whole 
hang loofc, without feeming to be in the Icaft 
incommoded. 

I’hofc who torture thcmfclves in this ex- 
traordinary manner, are held in great vene- 
ration by the vulgar. Many of thefe faquirs 
wai\der about the country, and never need 
to be lolicitous about their maintenance ; 
for the fuperftition of the people, makes them 
even think it a great happinefs to be allowed 

to 
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to give thefe fariflified beggars, who torture 
their bodies fb unmercifully, for the love of 
religion, every thing necelTary to their fub- 
fiAance. I refer the reader, for a more 
ample account of this, to my obfcrvatioiis on 
Bengal. 

In the afternoon, we returned from the 
woods, on board of our budgeronv^ and went 
again down the Ganges. Here we found its 
banks every where very fteep, and in fome 
places fo deeply hollowed, or undermined 
by the water, that parts of tlicm, to the 
fize of a houfc, had fometimes fallen in, 
which we could fee had happened infcveral 
places. 

At liinfct, arriving at the channel of 
Chogdahy we ran into it for (heltcr during 
the night, apprehending that we ihould be 
overtaken by a thunderftorm, as the wind 
began to rife, atid the Iky appeared dread- 
fully black and lowering. We faftened our 
budgerowy with ropes, to both fides of the 
channel, becaufe thefe vclTels are cafily over- 
fet by the wind, not having any fupport or 
hold on the water, on account of their flat 
bottoms. 

Before the ftorm came on, we took a 
K 4 walk 
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walk along the banks, and favv three bo- 
dies of Bengalcfe burnt. This is done by 
the relations of the dcceafed, or by his fons, 
if he have any. They (it upon their heels, 
round the burning pile, fmoaking their 
gor^ and feed the fire, with the greateft in- 
difference, as if they were burning. a beaft, 
ftrewing the afhes afterwards in the Ganges, 
The bodies of thofc, who do not leave pro- 
perty enough to purchafe firewood for this 
purpofc, or whole relations arc pw(>r, are 
cxpoled by the riverfide, to be devoured by 
the jackals, and other wild animals. Thcfe, 
likewife, as foon as it begins to grow dark, 
iffue out of the woods, and come to the 
the river, howling dreadfully all night long, 
while they alfo fight with each other for 
their prey. Some of them are often found 
lying dead in the morning, clpecially the 
wild dogs, who are not a match for the 
jackals. 

We were obliged to defift from our walk, 
on account of its falling dark ; and we were 
W'arncd by a Bengalcfe, that there were many 
tigers, who had their haunts not far from us, 
^nd who in the evening wxre wont to repair 
to the rivcrlide. 


The 
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The ftorm came on about eight o’clock, 
and burft all around with tremendous force. 
The thunder was very violent, and the light- 
ning fo fierce, and (hot in fuch broad flalhes 
along the ground, that the whole neighbour- 
hood leemed to be on fire. This was ac- 
companied with fuch heavy fcjualls, that we 
durft not remain on board our veifeUbut went 
on Ihore, and flood in the open air, though 
expolfd to all the incleniei'.ct of the weather. 
The florm did not abate till eleven o’clock 
at night. 

At midnight, we left the channel, and 
fell down the river with the ebb, but about 
an hour before daybreak, we were again 
obliged to feek for flieltcr, in the channel 
of Niafferaifii the wind began again to blow 
hard., 

Ab foon as the day broke, we went on 
(hore, in order to walk overland to Terionee, 
whither we ordered our iuJgerow, to wait for 
us there. 

The way led firft through an extenfive 
wood, which was filled with all kinds of 
birds, and afterwards over a level plain, 
moftly confiding of pafture-grounds. About 
an hour before we came to Teriome, we en- 
tered 
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tercd another wood, into which, having ad- 
vanced a little, we met with an ancient 
building, of large fquare ftones, which feem- 
ed as hard as iron ; for whatever pains we 
took, we could not, with a hammer, break 
any pieces off. The building was an oblong 
fquare, thirty feet in length, and twenty in 
breadth. The walls were thirteen or fourteen 
feet in height. It had no roof, and withinit, 
were three tombs, four feet above the ground, 
made of a blackilh kind of ftone, and polifh- 
ed, with here and there fome Perfian cha- 
rafters engraved upon them. 

The Bengalefc believe, that this was built 
by a great magician, in one night, without 
the afliftancc of any mortal hand. 

About forty paces farther, was a large, but 
A cry ruinous building, the roof of which con- 
fided in five domes, or cupolas, which had 
been adorned with fculptured imagery, but 
which was much obliterated. 

The Bengalele could not inform us of the 
purpoCe, or time, of the creftion, but it now 
ferved as a refidence for faquirs, fome of 
whom we faw fitting in it. 

About ten o’clock, we came to the mouth 
of the channel, where we found our velTel, 
and went down the river to Cbinjurab. 


On 
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On the 22d of February, the direftor V— 
and fomc members of the council, accom- 
panied by their ladies, paid a national vifit to 
the French governor, to which party I was 
likewife invited. 

Thcfe vifits are made annually, from one 
Icttlement, or fadory, to the other, at the 
commencement of the year, or whenever a 
new governor, or diredor, enters upon his 
government. 

Much ceremony is obferved, when the 
vifits are received at the place where the 
fadory itlcU is fituated ; and therefore Mr. 
V had intimated to the hVcnch go- 

vernor, that he fhould prefer waiting upon 
him tor this purpofe, at his country-feat, 
near Garetti, In the afternoon, at four 
o clock, we let off in fix carriages, and 
reached Garetti at fix, where the diredor 
V——, and Mr. F— , who was likewilc 
one of the party, were received at the bot- 
tom of the fteps afceiiding to the houfc, by 
the French governor, and conduded into a 
large feloon, in which the principal ladies 
and gentlemen of Cbundima^oT'c were al- 
fcmbled. About feven o’clock, the com- 
pany were invited by the governor, to be 

Ipcdators 
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fpedators of a piav, which fome amateurs 
were to perform, in a fligiit building, which 
had been erected for that piirpofe. 

When the play was over, which was 
about ten oVdock, wc were led into a large 
room, and n erc entertained with an elegant 
(upper, to which upwards of an hundred 
guells, both ladies and gentlemen, fat down. 
At one o’clock w^e took our leave, and rode 
back to Chinfurah. 

I’hc national vifit to the Englith, to whicli 
I w'as alio invited, was appointed to be paid 
on the 26th of the fame month. This was 
chiefly intended to congratulate the new 
Englifh governor, Cartier, upon his ap* 
pointment. 

W'c were eight of us, who were prefent 
at the viilt; and at four o’clock in the after- 
noon, wc went from the direftor’s houfe to 
the quay, W'hcrc the Company’s great bud- 
gero^xi) was lying ready. The garrilbn was 
drawn up in two ranks, within the fort, and 
a detachment, confifting of an officer and 
twenty-four privates, marched before us, 
wdiich W'as to accompany us, as an efcort, 
and to ferve as a body-guard to the diredor. 

As fooii as our budgerow put off from the 

(hore, 
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filore, a folutc of twenty-one guns was fired 
from the battery. Every one of the com- 
pany had his own ve(rel to pafs the night in, 
but in the day-time, we were all on board 
of that of the diredor, in which there was 
a room where fix and thirty people could 
lit down to tabic. At the malthcad of the 
diredor's bu/^gcroWy there was a Prince of 
Orange’s flag with the arms of the Union, 
and thole of the other vcflels carried a prince’s 
pendant. 

ikdidos ours, there were Icvcral other vef- 
fels, in which the loldicrs and lervants were 
emhaj ked ; two that were to be ufed as 
kitchens, tl)c vidiials being drcflal on board 
ot them ; and two as ftorclhips, to carry the 
provilions. 'Fhcre were, in all, thirty-three 
vclkls of dilicrcnt fizcs, which formed a 
plealing light when they were all together. 

In the evening, at half paft eight o’clock, 
when the ebb began to fail, wc came to an 
anchor, with our flotilla, a little below Se- 
rampore, 

^ * The Pnnf:v!ag, or Prince of Orangc’3 flag, is the name 
given by the I^ntch Icamcn to the naval enfign of the United 
Provinces, and tiic fame that is ftiH the national, flag, being 
ihree horizontal flripci, red, white, and blue. 7*. 
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At four o’clock on the, following morning, 
upon the turning of the tide, we again pro-* 
ceeded downwards, and at feven, we came 
to Chitpore^ fituated about a Dutch mile 
above Calcutta^ where we flopped for the 
deputies from the Englifh council, who 
were to come to receive the direftor and 
his company. Half an hour afterwards they 
arrived, and paid a vifit of welcome to the 
diredlor, in his budgerow. The chief of 
them was the fecond in command at Calcutta^ 
Mr. Russel. 

After a flay of about a quarter of an hour, 
they conduced the direftor on fhore ; and, 
followed by the reft of the company, they en- 
tered a handfome fiimmer-houfe, clofe to the 
river, which belonged to Mr. Russel. 

We found breakfaft prepared for us here, 
and after flopping about an hour, we left 
this place, in five coaches, fent by the go- 
vernor for that purpofe. Six of his life- 
guards on horfeback, drclTcd in blue, with 
gold-lace, rode by the fide of the coach in 
which the direftor was. At ten o*clock wc 
were fet down in Calcutta^ at the houfe pre- 
pared for the reception of the direfiorV— — . 

It was a very handfome building, provided 
I with 
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with many and roomy apartments, all fur- 
nilhed in the European ftyle, and hung with 
damalked filk. It was the property of the' 
little nabob, or miniftcr, Mahomed Reza 
Chan, who had purchafed it of an Eng- 
li(h gentleman, for 120,000 rupees, and al- 
ways refided in it when he was at Calcutta ; 
but as he was not now in the place, the 
Englifh government had made ufe of it. On 
the area, before it, ftood a company of eighty 
feapoys, under arms, commanded by an Eu** 
ropcan officer, as a guard, in honour of our 
dircdor ; which continued to do duty as fuch 
all the while he remained at Calcutta* 

When the direftor alighted before the 
houle, a falutc of nineteen guns was fired 
from Fort William* 

As foon as we had entered the 
houfc, the diredor difpatched one of his 
ebubdarsy with a mefTage to the Englilh go- 
vernor, who refided in the government- 
houfe, next to that in which wc were, to 
enquire if it were convenient for his Excel- 
lency tor us to wait upon him in a body. 
Soon after, however, came that gentleman 
himfelf, accompanied by all the members 
of the council of Calcutt^t, to welcome the 

director. 
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direSor. After the fir ft complimentary ce- 
remonies were over, Mr. V laid, that 

the objeft of this national vifit, was to con- 
gratulate Mr. Cartier upon his acceflion 
to the governorlhip, adding, as a particular 
compliment, that he hoped Mr. Cartier 
would lb well manage affairs, as to be able 
to return to Europe in a few years ; to which 
that genlleman replied with a fmile, and ex- 
prclfed his thanks by an amicable interchange 
of civilities. 

Thcfc compliments were made and re- 
turned, by the direftor in French, and by 
the governor in Englilh, the latter not un- 
derftanding French, nor the former Englilh, 
while Mr. Russel performed the office of 
interpreter. 

This viiit of ceremony lafted more than 
an hour. The governor then departed, with 
the gentlemen of the council. Half an hour 

afterwards, the director V went with us 

to pay a vifit of ceremony in return, to the 
governor, which lafted about three quarters 
of an hour ; at the conclufion of which he 
condin^tcd us out, accompanying us to the 
Heps, in the fame way as the director had 
done upon receiving hi^ vifit juft before. 

5 About 
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About half part twelve o’clock, having 
been formally invited to dinner by the go- 
vernor, we went again to the government- 
houfe. 

Mere we found, in a largq and airy falooii, 
a table of fixty or feventy covers. The fer- 
vice was entirely of plate. The direftor 
was fc'ated at the upper end, on the right 
hand of the governor, having, on the other 
fide, the general of the Englifh land-forces, 
being the third perfoii in the council of 
Calcutta f or rather the Iccond, cxclufive of 
the governor. The other gentlemen in 
company, were placed promiicuoufly at ta- 
ble. Full half of the guefts were officers of 
the tioops, for whom the governor keeps 
every day open houfe. 

When the cloth was taken away, a hooka^ 
wiiiv'h is a gluts filled with water, through 
which the Imoke of tobacco is drawn, and 
of which I fhall Ipcak further, was let be- 
fore every one of the company, and after 
having fmoked for half an hour, we all role 
from table, and leparated each to his rc- 
fpedive dwelling. 

The converfation was carried on at table, 
in a free and uncoiiftrained manner, with- 

VOL. I. L out 
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tout the coimpany being uridef any fcii’ or 
rfeftraint, fVobi the prelence oftht goVertifOfy 
oir of othet great metu The iprit of liberty, 
which animates a Briton in his own country^ 
ia fepteffod as little here^ as there. This 
freedom and cafe, is diametrically oppofitc 
to the ftifF and obnoxious formality, which 
takes place at Batavia^ in the company of 
the gover nor general, and the counfellors of 
India. Indeed, an EngliOitoan could never 
brook the xnfupportable arrogance, with 
which the Dutch Eaft-India Company’s 
fervants are treated .by their foperiors, as 
Well at Batarcia^ as at the out-fa6k)rics. It 
Would be well, if this conduft remained folely 
confined to the Afiatic regions, which gave 
birth to it; but, un fortunately^ we fee it 
continacd by purfe-proud individuals, when 
they ‘rctu'im to a country, where, from the 
itioft ancient times, it is known to be in 
perfeft contradiftioii to the genius and tem- 
per of t!ic inhabitants. It is certain that this 
is one lealbn, why there arc fo few to be met 
with, who ferve the Com])any with fidelity, 
or a Icnl'e of lionour. Every one attends 
fdlely to, the main bufinefs, of well and 
fpccdily lilting hispurfc;‘ and all look to the 

time. 
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time, when thty (hall be able to withdraw 
themfclvcs, from the infolent dominion off 
an arbitrary govcrnm^t, againft which little 
or nothing can be faid or done. 

At fix o’clock in the evening, Mr, Car-* 
TIER came to fetch the direitor V- — and 
his company, to take a ride to his country- 
feat, Belvedert^ about two Dutch miles from 
Calcutta^ where we were entertained with 
an excellent concert, performed by fomc 
amateurs, and an elegant fupper. About 
twelve o’clock at night, we rode back to 
Calcutta* 

The next morning, at nine o’clock, the 
governor came again to pay a vifit to Mr. 
^ * ^^d made him an invitation to din- 

ner, and to a grand ball, which was to be 
given in the evening, at the courthoufe* 
Hither we went, at feven o’clock, and the 
ball was opened by Mrs, Cartier and Mr. 
V . 

The company were very numerous, and 
all magnificently drefTcd, cfpcciaHy the la- 
dies, who were decorated with immenfe 
(juantities of jewels. A collation was Icrved 
in an adjoining apartment, and the whole 
L 2 
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was conduced with great elegance, lading 
till the next /morning. 

This day being appointed for us to fet off 
on our return to Chinjurah^ we went at 
nine o’clock in the morning, with the di- 
redor, to take leave of Mr. Cartier, and 
the other gentlemen who had been to fee 
us, and dined at Mr. Russel’s, whence 
we took our departure, about half pad three 
in the afternoon, in coaches, for Chitpore^ 
where our little fleet was lying, ready to 
receive us. 

The diredor was faluted, on leaving the 
place, as he had been on his arrival, with 
nineteen guns from Fort William, The lix 
lifeguards of the governor, who always ac- 
companied Mr. V , when he went out, 

while he dayed, did not leave us till we 
came to jChitporey where he gave them a 
handfome prefent in money, as he had done 
to all the fei vants of the governor who had 
attended him, which altogether amounted 
to full a thoufand rupees, or fifteen hundred 
gilders. 

"The fame deputies who had come to 
Cbitpore^ to receive Mr. V—, conduced 

him 
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him again on board his budgerow. We dc« 
parted hence, at funfet, with the floodtide, 
upwards, and reached Garettt early the next 
morning, where we were received by Mr. 
Chevalier, at his country-houle, and took 
our breakfaft with him. We found here 
the carriages of the direftor V——, ready 
to carry us to Cbinfurah. ^ 

At nine o’clock, we rode from Garettt to 
Chandernagore ; and after having paid lomc 
vifits in that place, we proceeded to Chin- 
furab^ where we alighted before the houfc 

of the director F , under a falute of 

twenty-one guns from the battery. Thence 

the dirctlor V led us to his own houfe 

in the lodge, where wc found all the mem- 
bers of the council, aflcmbled to meet him ; 
and were entertained at dinner by Mr. F — . 

On the 8th of March, Mr. F was 

formally announced, as direftor of the Com- 
pany’s trade in the kingdoms of Bengal^ Ba- 

bar^ and Or/Vj, by Mr. V , who had 

fixed his departure to be eight days after- 
wards. 

On this occafion, all the fervants of the 
company, from the higheft to .the loweft, 
aflcmbled, at feven o’clock in the morning, 
L 3 .at 
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at th« houfc of Mr. V , where a coftly 

brealiiaft was provided for them. The 
wives of thofe who were married, were 
equally prefent. The garrifon was under 
arms, in the court-yard, within the lodge. 

About nine o’clock, both the diredors, 
with all the members of the council, afeend- 
cd the platform, over the landgatc, where 

the commilfion given to Mr. F by the 

council of India at Baiaviat was read aloud 
by the fecretary, after which a difeharge 
was made, of three vollies by the military, 
and onc-and-twenty guns by the battery. 

Returned to the council-chamber, the 

commilfion was again read, and Mr. V 

addrelfed Mr. F , and the members of 

the council, in a fpecch, by which he af- 
fured that gentleman, of his fatisfadtion, 
that the time was now come, when he was 
relieved from the heavy burden of an office, 
which he had filled for upwards of five 
years, during which period he had promoted, 
as much as his humble abilities admitted, 
the intereft of the company ; and adding, 
that his iatisfadlion was greatly increafed, 
by having to refign his government into the 
hands of a moft worthy fucceilbr, and hk 

fmccre 
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(iiicefc friend. To this fpcech, Mr- F- ■ 
replied by another, couched in the tnoft pq- 
}ite terms, and in which h® (paring 

in panegyrics of Mr- V . ¥»d of his 

The whole ceremony wfas concluded m 
. tji e evening, hy a ball, given by Mr. F « 

in the garden of 

The following day, the direftors received 
a letter from Patn<t, which is a large city 
in the kingdom of Bdbaff about ninety 
leagues dldant from Cbittjurob, where the 
Company have a fatdpry, for the opium and 
faltpetre trade, informing them, that tho ra» 
vages of famine were there fo great, tlrat 
hundreds of Indians periflied daily for want 
of food ; fo that our people avoided going out 
of the lodge, in order not to behold the mife- 
ry of thclc wretched inhabitants, who lay dy- 
ing in crouds, along the Areets and highways, 
merely for want of nourUhment. The fur- 
vivors began even to attempt fatisfying their 
craving hunger, with the fleAi of the dead, 
in order to preferve their own exiAence, 
In this inAance, the obfervation, that nature 
overcomes precept, was forcibly verified i 
for thefc poor, fuperAitigus heathens, into 
L 4 whom, 
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whom, from their childhood, an abhorrence 
of every kind of animal food is inftilled, 
and more cfpecially with refpeft to human 
flefli, on account of their belief in the tranf- 
migration of fouls, now fought to prolong 
their miferable exiftence a little while, by 
devouring the flefh of their fellow-creature^ 
The dire effefts of famine too were felt 
in Bengal. At Chinfurahy a woman, taking 
her two fmall children in her arms, plunged 
into the Ganges.^ and drowned herfelf, not 
poflefling, or being able to procure, any 
thing to fatisfy the raging hunger of her 
tender offspring. The banks of the river 
were covered with dying people ; Tome of 
whom, unable to defend themiclvcs, though 
ftill alive, were devoured by the jackals. 
This happened even in the town of Chtnfu^ 
rah itfelf, where a poor Tick Bengalefe, who 
had laid himlclf down in the ftreet, without 
any afliftance being offered to him by any 
body, was attacked in the night by the 
jackals, and devoured alive ; and though he 
had ftrength enough to cry out for help, no 
one would leave his own abode, to deliver 
the poor wretch, who was found, in the 
morning, dead, and half-devoured. 


The 
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The Bengalcfe will (eldom affift each 
other, unlefs they happen to be friends, or 
relations, and then the lervice that they ren- 
der, only confifts in carrying the fufFerer to 
the water of the Ganges^ to let him die there, 
or be carried away by the ftream, and refign 
fitr*bf;eath in its waves ; for they all truft, 
that by this means, they will be purified 
from moll of their fins, and their fouls be 
trandated into the body of an happier 
creature. 

This dreadful calamity was occafioned, 
partly by the failure of the rice-harveft, the 
preceding year, but it may chiefly be attri- 
buted, to the monopoly which the Englifli 
had made of the rice, which was reaped the 
feafon before, and which they now held at fo 
high a price, that the natives, moft of whom 
could earn no more than one, or one and a 
half, ftiver (pennyj per day, out of which 
they had to maintain a wife and children, 
could not buy, for this trifle of money, the 
tenth part of the rice they wanted, the con- 
fequences of which were, that whole fami- 
lies perilhed mifcrably. 

The evil was augmented by another 
feourge, almoft equally calamitous, the fmall- 

pox, 
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pox, which attacked people of all agci, and 
iMronght many to the grave. 

This added to the contagion which had 
already contaminated the air, through the 
number of half-putrified bodies which lay 
unburied, or unburnt, along the hanks of 
the river j hence the mortality encreefetf 
more and more, eipecially after my having 
left Bengal. The diredtor F-— died of 
the fmall-pox, in the month of May enfuing, 
as I was itiformed, juft before my departure 
from Batavia. 

The heat of the weather now likewife 
augmented, from day to day, fo that at noon 
it equalled, and fometimes furpalTed, the 
warmth of the blood: men and animals 
could fcarccly breathe ; and, although the 
heat was confiderably lefs within doors, than 
in the open air, it was, neverthelcfs, fcarcely 
fupportable to me, and to every pne, who 
had not been ufed to it. Water was poured, 
from time to time, upon the ftones of the 
court-yards round the houfes, which afforded 
a momentary coolnefs^ but it foon vanifhed 
before the fcorchiiig rays of the fun. Thf 
water taken out of the Qanget, differed only 
eight or ten degrees in warmth, from the air 

in 
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in the fliade where my thermometer hung; 
this ftood, ih the latter end of the mooth« 
at 104^, and, when 1 took the tube in mj 
hand, the mercury fell to 98® ; whence it 
appeared, that the heat of the outward air, 
Airpaifed that of the blood, by 6 °. 

'On .the 15th of March, which was the 

day on which the direfior V was to 

leave Cbinfurab, for the road of hgellet^ 
where the Ihip Rittbtm lay ready to convey 
him to Batavia, all tfie Company’s lervanti 
ailemblcd anew, with their wives, early m 
the morning, at the direflor’s IkmiIo, in order 
to take leave of him and his family, and to 
/viflt them a profperous voyage; for that gen- 
tleman thought himfelf of too much conle- 
quence to go to them himfelf, to take leave. 
This condud was ftrongly contraAed with 
that of Mr. Faillefkrt : when he left the 
colony, although he enjoyed the dignity of 
counfcllor of India, his affability, and other 
virtues, endeared his memory, as well to the 
&rvants of the Company, and to the other 
Europeans fettled in Benga/, as to the native 
inhabitants. It was exadly the reverfe in 
the inftance I am fpeakiog of, Mr. V* 
heing equally detcM by them all. 
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At eight oVlock, the keys of the lodge, or 
fort, were brought in by an officer, upon a 
filver waiter, and were delivered by the 

direftor V , to his fucceflbr in the direc- 

torfliip, Mr. F . 

A few minutes afterwards, having taken 
his leave of all the perfons prcfent, oo -which 
occafion the complimentary parade was even 
accompanied by tears, either of genuine re- 
gret, or of hypocritical afFeftation, Mr. 

V left the houfe and the lodge with his 

family ; he was conduced by the whole 
affembly to the quay, where the budgerows 
were lying in readinefs. On the way, he 
fcattered fome money from his palankeen, \ 
among the Indians; and was faluted, when 
he left the Ihore, by one-and-twenty guns 

from the battery. Mr. F , with feveral 

other ladies and gentlemen, intending to ac- 
company Mr. V down to Fultab^ in- 

vited me to go with them, which I the more 
willingly did, having lomc affairs of my own 
to tranfaft at Calcutta^ where the direftor 
and his company were to flop two days, be- 
fore they proceeded to Fultah. 

We arrived the next morning at that place, 
where the direftors were faluted with nine- 
teen 
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teen guns from Fort William. We were all 
fumptuoufly entertained at dinner, by the 
Englifh governor, and invited in the even- 
ing, to be fpe61ators at a play, which, as at 
Cbandernagorey was performed by fome ama- 
teurs, in a houfe erefted for that purpofc, 
before the conclufion of the perform- 
ance, Mr. F received a letter from 

Cbmfurahy informing him, that his lady was 
at the point of death ; whereupon that gen- 
tleman relblved to return the fame nidit to 

o 

Chtnfuraby and requefted me to accompany 
him. 

Having done what I wanted for myfelf, 
^t Calcutta, I wa5 glad to return again to 
Cbmfurah, as the time was fail; approaching, 
when I was to leave the Ganges, and beddes, 
the company I was with, was not the moft 
agreeable to me. 

At midnight, after having fupped with the 
governor, we departed up the river in Mr. 

F ’s budgerm, and reached Chinfurah at 

feven o’clock in the morning, where Mr. 

F was received W'ith a falute of one- 

and-tw'enty guns. 

Mrs. F died on the ayth of March, 

and was interred, with great pomp, on the 
5 29th.' 
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Her hufband belonged to the frater* 
nity of free-mafons, and all the brethren, and 
the wives of fuch as were married, wore the 
moOrning of the order, which confifted in a 
Mack ribbon hanging on the breaft, with the 
infignia of the order pendent from it. 

The departure of my ihip was,.iir"'fhe 
mean time, put off from day to day, becaufe 
the papers which were to be conveyed to 
Batavia by her, were not yet in readinefs. 
This was chiefly occafioned, by the negli- 
gence with which the aftairs of the Company 
had been managed, during the latter part 

of the adminiftration of thedireftor V ; 

and I was of opinion that this was defignedlj\ 
done, in order that, if foi red to flay too long 
in Bengal, I might be ncceffitatcd to take my 
paffage through the Straits of Malacca, in 
which cafe, there would be no poffibility of 
my reaching Batavia, Iboner than the middle 
of November; and even if the monlboa 
changed earlier than ufual, I Ihould be obliged 
to remain in the Ganges till the next feaibn ; 
fi) that he would have had an opportunity of 
failing for Europe, before the papers, which 
were to come by my Ihip, would have reach- 
ed Batavia, and which he was confchnis 

would 
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would contain very ferious matter, that 
would be of great prejudice to him, and, in 
confequencc of the appearance of which, he 
would be obliged to remain in Indian to ren- 
der an account of his adminilbation. His 
fears on this head were, in faft, realized, for 
I tv as fqitunate enough to reach the capital in 
time. 

At laft thcfe papers were got ready, and, 
on the 3 1 ft of May, they were delivered to me 
by the fccretary of police ; at the fame time 
I received the difpatchcs for the governot 
general, from the direflor F ■ — . This 
gentleman endeavoured to perfuadc me to 
/ftay that night at Chinjurah, being fearful 
that I Ihould be overtaken by a thunderftorm, 
which feemed to be brewing over us ; but 
having nothing in view, but to make all pof- 
fible fpeed to leave the Ganges, before the bad 
feafon, which was very near at hand, ftrould 
fet in, I left CbinfurOb, the fame evening, in 
a budgtrmc. 

It was when we were before Chand&mt- 
gore, that the ftorm burft upon us, with loud 
thunder, and tremendous flafhes of light- 
ning, and the wind blew lb hard from tht 
feutb, that it was with difficulty we could 

get 
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get to Garetti, where we anchored at mid- 
night. 

The following day, rowing down the ri- 
ver with the ebb-tide, we paffed Calcutta^ in 
the forenoon, and at two o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, we flopped for the tide, at a place 
which wc call the Boier-^tol, or 
houfe^ and found ourfclves under the'iieceflity 
of lying here all night, on account of the vio- 
lent foutherly wind. 

Wc fell down again the next day, with 
the ebb, but made but little progrels, as we 
had a pretty high gale from the fouth, and 
were not able to advance farther than 
Rajapore^ which is one Dutch mile and a halfy 
above Fultah, 

At eight o’clock, a.m. on the 3d of April, 
wc arrived at Fultah. Stopping here, we 
found a floop, with the allowance of fpirits 
for my fliip. At nine o'clock, another ar- 
rived with a part of my cargo, and which 
had to take an anchor on board, for my fliip, 
in the place of one that had been broken. 
Befides this, there were more gd^ods intended 
to form part of my cargo, which had been 
put on board of Imall vcifels, but which 
were not of a fufficient fize to navigate the 

river 
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river farther dowh, in this advanced feafon of 
the year, and had therefore remained feveral 
days waiting for a floop, in which they 
might relhip their cargoes. Fortunately one 
arrived at night, into which the goods were 
all put. The cargo, however, was Hill in- 
complete ; fome part of it being yet expefted 
from' above, but I had no inclination to Hay 
longer for it. 1 accordingly put off at nine 
o’clock, A.M. with the three floops, in one 
of which I embarked, and lent my budgeroio 
back to Cbinfurab. At two, p.m. we an- 
chored before the Garnaale Spruit, or Sbrimp 
Channel, whence we let fail again in the 
evening, anchoring at one o’clock in the 
night, about half a Dutch mile below Dover. 
The next morning, at nine o’clock, we again 
got under fail, and proceeded downwards, 
anchoring at three, p.m. by the Haze Spruit, 
or Hare Channel, and at three the next 
morning, before tlie clianne! of Cajoree. On 
the 6th, about nine o’clock, p.m. we again 
got under weigh, and came on board of my 
Ihip, the Cornelia Hillegonda, in the road of 
tngellee, at noon. 

We immediately occupied ourlelves with 
Ihipping. the goods conveyed by the floops, 

''01,. I, M which 
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which took os op the remaining part of that 
day, and part of the next. 

As fbon as 1 came on board, the pilot 
who was to have charge of the (hip out to 
fea, informed me, that he was very averfc 
to undertake it, as the monfoon was already 
changed, and we had to cxpe6l bad weather 
every day ; and that if we were overtaken 
by it while wc were between the banks, the 
fhip would certainly run the greateft danger 
of being loft. However, after a fmall pre- 
fent had infufed Ibme courage into him, he 
promiled to make the trial, provided I wait- 
ed no longer for the reft of the cargo, which 
was ftill expefted from Chinjurah^ to which I 
agreed ; arid thereupon calling the fhip’s \ 
council together we were unanimoufly of 

opinion, 

* The captains of Ihips in the fervicc of the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, arc obliged, by their articles, to confult their 
lieutenants refj)e^fing the courfe to be fteercti ; and if they 
cannot agree, a council is to be fummoned, confifting of the 
•five principal othcers on board, including the captain, where 
the matter is decided by a majority of voles. This council 
likewife, takes cognizance of whatevtr, not relating dire^Uy 
to the navigation of the (hip, may be called extraordinary cir- 
cumdances ; and determines, among dthcr things, refpe^ing 
the diminution, or increafe, of the allowance to the crew ; the 
touching at any places fpr reparation, or rcfreihmeQt j the 
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Opinion, that it was more for the advantage 
of the Company to leave what ftill remain- 
ed behind, of the cargo, than to incur the 
rifk of being obliged to ft.iy with the fhip in 
the Ganges, till the next leafon. 

On the 8th of April, every thing being 
ready, we weighed, and fell down in the af- 
ternoon with the ebb, anchoring in the even- 
ing, clofe by a buoy, upon a ridge of fand 
that Ihoots ftraight athwart the paifage. 
Weighing again with the beginning of the 
ebb, we worked farther down, againft the 
s.w. winds, till on the loth, we got lafe 
without the banks, and into the open fea. By 
the pilot, who left us at midnight, I fent 
fome letters up to Chinfurah, 

We were now apprchcnfivc, that, as we 
had to exped nothing but fouth-wcfterly 
winds, and our intended courfe was direft 
fouth, in order to get above the Andaman and 
Nicobar Iflands, we Ihould be forced below 
them, and thereby likewile fall to leeward 
of the point of Acheen, the northweft end of 
Sumatra ; in which cafe, nothing would re- 
time to be pafled there, &c. as per art. III. IV. V. ^nd VI. 
of the Ead'India Company’s or articles of cn« 

gtgetuent, entered into by the perfons m their employ. T, 
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main for us, than to pafs through the ftraits of 
Malacca to Batavta^ and thereby confiderably 
lengthen the duration of our voyage. 

But our fears were fortunately, in this 
inftance, not rcalifed. We pafled to the 
windward of thofe iflands, fo as not to fee 
tlicm. 

On the jd of May, we found ourfelves in 
the north latitude of which is that of the 
fouthernmoft of the Nicobar Iflands. Hav- 
ing, therefore, got beyond thefe, we enter- 
tained hopes of a fpcedy profecution of our 
voyage round Sumatra, The fudden fqualls, 
or whirlwinds, which came upon us almoft 
every day, were our chief hindrance ; they 
often ruihed on us fo unexpectedly, that we 
had fcarce fufficient time to take in our 
fails ; they were ufually fucccedcd by dead 
calms, which lafted the remainder of the 
day ; and wc were hereby greatly impeded 
in our progrefs. 

Very unexpcftedly, at daybreak, on the 
I oth of May, being in the north latitude of 
four degrees and a half, we difeovered the 
ifland Sumatra^ not far from the point of 
Acheen. 

We had obferved Ibme (igns of land for a 

few 
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few clays before, namely, we had feen pieces 
of wood and bamboo floating on the water ; 
but we flattered ourfelves that thefe came 
from the Nicobar Iflands. We now found 
that the currents, which rauft have only fet 
to the northeaftward, after our paffing thofc 
iflands (for had they driven us before in* 
an eafterly dir^ftion, we muft have run in 
fight of them), had carried us full thirty- 
three leagues towards the call. 

We were, by computation, four leagues 
and a half off fliore, when we madef the land. 
It appeared to the eaft like fmall iflands, but 
more northerly, like connefted land, with 
high mountains inward. 

Fortunately, we were fifteen or twenty 
leagues to windward of the point of Acheen\ 
for had we fallen clofe in with it, or to lee- 
ward of it, wc fliould, for certain, have loft 
the opportunity of palling round Sumatra. 
We yet ran fome danger of being driven 
to leeward, from the continual calms, and 
the ftrong currents, which fometimes fet to 
the north, and fometimes to the foutheaft. 

Frequently, when wc were driving along, 
in a dead calm, I had the boat hoifted our, 
in order to obferve the courfc of the current. 

M 3 For 
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For this purpofe, a heavy grapnel w^s faf- 
tencd in a large tub, and attached to a coil 
of rope, that was long enough to let down 
this apparatus, fix or feven hundred fathoms 
below the fiirface of the fea ; and as there 
was no current at that depth, the boat lay, 
as it were, at anchor, and bore up with its 
head to the current. In order, in the next 
place to afeertain the exaft direftion and de- 
gree of rapidity of the current, one of our 
fwceps was taken, the leaf of which w^as 
painted white, a weight was faftened to the 
other end, fo as to make it ftand upright in 
the water, with the wliitc part five or fix 
feet above the furfacc. To this end, a W- 
line was attached, in order to fee how far 
the Iwcc'p would be driven au ay from the 
boat, by the current, in a given time, to 
be obferved by a (lop-watch, and towards 
what point of the compafs, having one with 
us in the boat, for that purpofe. 

In the ipaceof five minutes, I found that 
the Iwcep was driven by the current, in the 
direftion of north by wed, to a diftance of 
tw'o hundred and twenty-fix Rhineland feet 
from the boat, which may be edimated to 
make about three leagues in four-and-twenty 

hours. 
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hours. This was the refult of our experi- 
ment the firft day, but in the following days, 
we found the currents fet to the northeaft, 
at tli^ rate of five or fix leagues in twenty- 
four hours. 

But not having always an opportunity of 
hoifting out the boat, I caufed a lead of 
feventy pounds in weight, to be let down by 
the founding-line, to the depth of eighty or 
ninety fathoms, and faftening an empty caflc 
to it, which held up the lead, and was kept 
ftationary by it, the Ihip drove away from it, 
by the current ; for (he had no other mo- 
tion, on account of the calm. We found 
by this, that the currents fet more to the 
eaft, and foutheaft, every day ; and on the 
15th of May, we fucceeded in getting off 
from the (hore, which we loft fight of that 
day, at noon. 

We now purfued our voyage mth lefs 
apprehenfion, yet we made no greater pro- 
grefs than before, by the continual calms, 
which were only interrupted by fudden 
whirlwinds, of an hour or two in duration 

* From the frequency of thefe fudden fqualls, in the 
neighbourhood of Sumatra^ the Portug;uefe firft, and afterwardi 
the Engliib fcamen, have given them the name of the ifiand, 
tpd call them fuuatrai, T» 

M 4 On 
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On the 15th of May, the fua rofe, during 
an eclipiCf which was then fuH two-thirds 
completed. I obferved the end of the 
eclipfe, fifty-eight minutes, and thirty^ fe- 
conds after fix o’clock : this was to have 
been at Cbandernagore, at thirty minutes 
paft fix ; thus, the difference of time, be- 
tween that place, and where we were, was 
28' 30" ; or 7® 8' longitude, that we were to 
the caftward 0/ Cbandernagoref whole longU 
tude we knew was 105® 1' eaft frona Tene- 
rifty and our eftimation was i n ® 95' ; heiKe 
we found that we were eleven leagues more 
to the eaftward than by*the Ihip’s reckoning. 
The day before we had pafled the line to the 
fouthward. 

On the 29th of that month, we met, and 
hailed, the Eaft-India Company’s Ihip, Dm- 
nenburgy Captain John Verhbkk, from 
the coalj of Mallahar ; flic had left Cochin 
on the 4th, and was equally bound to Ba- 
tavia. We failed in company, till the 4th 
of June, when we left her behind, and loft 
fight of her. 

The following days, we faw many ligus of 
land, as rockweed, bamboos, large pieces of 
wood, and a fpccics of red blubber, or m/lujcat 

floating 
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floating on the water ; likewife fcvcral land- 
birds, and a number of white and yellow 
tropic birds. Sometimes whole trees float- 
ed by the (hip, with their branches and 
roots, yet frefh and uninjured. We con- 
cluded, that all this came from the ifland 
Engano ; for when we flood towards Suma- 
tra^ we met with hardly any of them. 

On the loth of June, we again faw the 
ifland of Sumatra^ and the high hill of Sil^ 
lebar, which lies near Bencoolen^ and wc found 
that we were thirty-fix leagues more to the 
weftward, than by the (liip’s reckoning. 

The foutheafterly winds, now blowing 
very hard along the weft coaft, we were 
obliged to work up againft the wind, to- 
wards the ftraits of Sunday and it was not 
before the 20th of June, that we came abreaft 
of the Flat Point y and Princes Ifland ; and 
on the 2 5th wc anchored in the bay of Anjer^ 
whence we fet fail the next day, and arrived 
in fafety, in the road of Batavia, on the 2d 
of July, having had no more thau four men 
dead, during the voyage. 


:hap- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Jppoinlment of ibc Commodore of the hciheward 
Fleet, — Earthquake at Batavia. — ChineJeFeJli- 
vals, — 71 underjlorm.— Arrival of the Endeavour , 
Captain Cook, from the South Seas, — Account of 
an Otaheitiin, brought to Batavia by that Ship, 
— Thankf^ivin^, Fajl, and Prayer Day. — Lift of 
the home ward Fleet, — Departure from Batavia. 
— 7he Reef of A ng u i L las, — Fiew of the Land 
^ A I- R I c .V . — Anchorage at Robbed Jftand, 


A.S foon as 1 came on (Korc, 1 found that 
my (hip had, the fame mcining, been ap- 
pointed to return to Europe, as forerunner* 
of the fleet, for the chamber of Enkhuizen, 
But going the lame evening to give an ac- 
count of my Bengal voyage, to the governor 
general Van der Parra, his excellency 

• The homeward-bound Dutch Eaft-India Company's 
ibips, arc (tivided at Batavia^ into two fleets, one of which 
generally leaves India towards the end of the year, the other 
fome months aftcruards; and I'omc days before the departure 
of each, a finj;!c ihip fails for Euro})e, which h called tlie 
vmzeiUer^ or forerunner. Except, however, in war-time, 
thel’c fhips fcldom fail, or keep together, though they ufiially 
rcndeivous at the CV/r -/Gw^ /%. i\ 
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told me, it would be better for me, that I 
IhoukI return to Europe, in a large (hip of 
a hundred and fifty feet, for the chamber of 
Amjlj^dam^ than in a Imall veflcl, like the 
Cornetia Uillegonda^ for a chamber of lefs 
confequcnce. On this account, the next 
day, in the council of India, the command 
wa^ given to me, of the (hip, V Huis ter 
MyCy being one of a hundred and fifty feet, 
and which was bound for the chamber of 
Amjierdam. At the fame time, the com- 
mandant, and upper comptroller of equip- 
ment of Batavky Anthony Vogelzano, 
was appointed commodore of the homeward 
fleet ; but this gentleman dying ibon after. 
Captain h'REDKRiCK. Kelger, of the (hip 
Kroonenburg^ was appointed in his flead 
On the I jth ot July, I took over the com- 
mand of the Ihip, V Uuis ter MyCy from 
Captain Hartz, and three da^s afterwards, 


* The command of the fleet is given to the fenior captain, 
unlefs when a p;tt?enger ut higher rank, in the Company’! 
fervice (iur all perfuns in their cm|jioy, whether in a civil,! 
naval, or military ftation, have their relpeftiverank ), happens 
to be returning to Europe, and then ihc paffenger, h hciber ho 
be in a naval, or in a civil capacity, is appointed the commo* 
dore, and the fliip he goes by, becomes the liag-lbip. T, 

I gave 
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I gave up to Captain Martin Labaan, 
that of tbc Cormlia Hillegonda. 

On the 17th of September, at about half 
paft five in the morning, juA as the be^ 
gan to break, the Ihock of an earthquake 
was felt at Batavia^ which lafted full two 
laainutes, but did not do much damage. The 
water in the canals toffing to and fro with 
impetuolity, feemed, by its agitation, as if 
boiling. Whatever was pendent in the 
houfes, hkc chandeliers and glafs lauthorns, 
was in motion for tliree quarters of an hour 
afterwards. All the clocks, both within 
and without the city, the pendulums of 
which olcillated eaft and weft, ftood ftill ; 
but thofe that hung to the north and fouth, 
were not afteded. A clock which was in 
the hoide I was in, ftood ftill at thirty-two 
minutes paft five. 

On the 18th and i9tb, there was a great 
feftiva! of the Chinefe, inftituted as an in- 
tci'ccflion for their fick. In the evening, 
one or more bamboos, having fcveral Ian- 
diorns hanging at the top, were ftuck up 
before every houfe, which made a pretty 
appearance, in the. Chinefe campon^ or 
fuburb. 


This 
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This Was followed, oii the 9th of Odo* 
her, by a grand feftival, in honoair of their 
joojljef or Jofs to whom they offer a num- 
ber of coftly prefents ; they made likewife a 
krgq^cffel of paper, and combuftible mat- 
ter, which was highly adorned with flags* 
and fet it on fire in the evening, letting it 
drive out to fea, where it was very foon 
confumed. This is only what I have heard 
related, being myfelf, at that time, at the 
ifland Onrujl. 

In the evening and on the night of the 
nth of Odober, we had a violent thunder- 
ftorm, which did no harm in the city, but 
in the road, the lightning fell, about eight 
o’clock, upon the Ihip the Admiral de Rutter. 
The mainmaft, maintopmaft, and topgallant- 
maft, together with their yards and fails, 
and the foretopfail, and yards, were (hi- 
vered all to pieces, and the wreck of them 

The images which the Chinefe worfliip, are called jpojijt 
by the Dutch, and jofs by the Englilh feamen. The latter is 
evidently a corruption of the former, which being a Dntch 
nickname for the devil, was probably ghren to thefe idols by 
the Dutch who hril (aw them, either fiom their hideous ap< 
pearaoce, or from the pfincipie that all idolatry is demon* 
oUtry. On no better ground than this, the authon of the 
Uairerfal Hiftory, accufe the Clnnefe of woHbipping the 
. devil, knowingly and dtftat, 7*. 

I lay 
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lay upon the quarter-deck, to the height of 
fifteen feet A longitudinal fiflure was 
likewife made in the quarter-deck, but no 
foul on board was hurt, nor was there any 
damage done to any of the other velj^s in 
the road. 

A few days before this event, the Englifli 
ftiip, the Endeavour^ commanded by Captain 
Cook, had arrived in the road of Batavia, 
This veffel came from the Pacific Ocean, 
and had been twenty-feven months from 
England, having thus far circumnavigated 
the globe, from the call. They had- with them 
an Indian, whom they faid was a native of 
a country which they had dilcovered in the 

^ Captain Cook, who was then at Bata-vta^ in the Endea* 
%mr b:uk, as noticed in the next paragraph, relates this in- 
cident, exactly as above, and adds, “ flic had an iron r[)indlc 
“ at the main-top-gillnnt mart-head, which probably dire»rtcd 
** the rtrokc. This fliip lay not more than the dillance of 
•* two cables' length from our’s, and in all probability we 
fhouid have fliared the fame fate, but for the cleftrical 
“ chain, which we had jurt got up, and which conduced 
the lightning over the fide of the fliip; but though we 
efcaped the lightning, the explolion (book us like an earth- 
** quake, the chain at the fame time appearing like a line of 
lire ; a centinel was in the a^ion of charging his piece, and 
the Ihock forced the mufquet out of his hand, and broke; 

** the rammer-rod.” Hawkefworth's Voyages, Vol. IV. page 
J41, Q^avo edition. T, 
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South Sea, but they would not reveal where 
it was fituated. This Indian was of a mid- 
dling fize, rather fat than otherwife, of a 
dark brown colour, and with long and thick 
hair, which hung half way down his back ; 
it waf loole, and of a jetty black ; it grew 
low down upon his forehead. His beard 
was likewife black, of a middling length, 
and uncut, contrary to the cuftom of moft 
Orientals*; the nails of his hands were long; 
his coutitenancc feemed Ibrrowful, and his 
difpofition timorous. Mis drefs confifted of 
a large ])icce of white cloth, which was 
thrown over the fliouldcrs, and which ap- 
peared to me to be made of the bark of 
trees. The Englirti gentlemen, with whom 
he came, and who had likewife a Swedifli 
naturalift, Dr. Solander, with them, faid 
that they underftood hisdanguage ; but when 
they converfed with him, it Icemcd to me 
that it was moftly done by figns. He would 
not cat of any thing that was fet before him; 
and continually caft his eyes on all fidcs 
around him, exprcfling the greateft aftonifh- 
ment at what he faw and heard ♦. We un- 
derflood 

* Tupia, the Otaheitan here aUuded to, uho accom- 
panied Captain Cook, as far as died there, the follow- 

ing 
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derftood from the Englifli, that they had 
frayed eight months at that ifland, which 
they called OtaheitCj and that all the na- 
tives refemblecl the one they had brought 
away. \ 

A thaiifglving, faft, and prayer day, Was 
held at Batavia^ on the 17th of Oflober. 
This folemnity takes place every year juft 
before tlie departure of the return-fleet, for 
Holland, being partly inftituted in order to 
fiipplicate heaven to grant them a profper- 
ous voyage. A fermon is preached' on that 
day, on board of the flag-ftiip, in the road, 
at which all the commanders of the veflels 
there, with part of their crews, arc prefent. 

On the a4th, the governor general went, 
with a great retinue, on board of the ftiip 
Kroonenburgy in order to inftal the commo- 
dore of the homeward fleet, Frederick 
Kelger. For this purpofe, all the fliips 

ing month. The reader of Lieut. Cook’s voyage, who will 
have Rrongly intercRcd himfelf for this amiable Indian, will 
fcarcely recognize him in the picture here drawn of him ; but 
the rapid progrefs of a bilious diftemper, which poor Ttat a 
laboured under, during the latter part of the voyagb, and the 
approaches of death in a ilrange land, are not adapted to give, 
either an expreffion of pleafure to the countenance, or of 
fetthude to the mind. T. 
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which lay In the road, were ranged in two 
lines, with the old admiral-fliip next to the 
river, and that of the commodore, the outer- 
mod. This was done in order that the 
governor general, parting between the lines, 
miglft have an opportunity of taking a view 
of every (hip, at his cafe. His excellency 
came in a great barge, which was richly 
gilt, and had a pavilion, with glafs win- 
dows at the poop. The chief of the ma- 
rine, and (bme other gentlemen, were with 
him. The upper comptroller of equipment 
flood before the pavilion, and commanded 
the rowers. As foon as his excellency came 
on board of the (hip Krmenhrg, a broad 
pendant was hoifted above the enfign, at 
the maintop, while the old admiral-fliip 
ftruck her flag, and fired a falute of twenty- 
oiic guns. Eight captains flood upon the 
(hip’s ladder, as his excellency afeeuded, and 
all the others who belonged to the home- 
ward fleet, were on the quarter-deck, toge- 
ther with the vice-commodorc, to receive 
him. Under the awning, a breakfaft was 
got ready for the governor general, and af- 
ter be had (aken (bme r^re(hmeat, the 
commodore’s commi(fioii was read hy the 
VOL. I. N fecrctary 
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fecretary of the governor, and his excellency 
then commanded the captains of the fleet, 
to obey the commodore, on their voyage to 
Europe* About half an hour afterwards, 
the governor general returned on » fhorc. 
Upon his leaving the fhip Kroonenbur^^ he 
was faluted with twenty-one guns, the broad 
pendant and enfign were both ftruck, and 
the commodore’s flag hoifted in their ftead. 

The fliips that compofed the firft divifion 
of the homeward fleet, were as follows : 

for the Chamber of Jmjierdam : 
the Krmenhvrg^ Com. Frederick Kblgbr; 
the Nieuvi Rlwity Capt.JoKN Hendricks: 
the Tntng hievtn^ Henry ukHart; 
the Huit trr Mye , . . . J. Splinter Stavorihus : 
the W^fiduin, . . . Mich. Godfrey Lehman: 

for Ztaland: 

the Duinenburg^ Capt. John Verheeke: 
the Toung Samuel^ Capt. Peter Anglevorst: 

for Dtlft! 

the Lady Antmita Cmradina: 

for Rturdam : 

the Flvjhing, Capt. Jacob ’t Hart: 

for H»m : 

the Riddakfrkf Capt. Peter Van Proten: 

and for Enkbmzen: 

the Contf/m HilUimida^ Capt. Martin Labaan. 

Tlie 



[ >?9 ] 

The laftm^ntioncd had failed for Holland, 
on the 2oth of Oftober, as forerunner of the 
fleet, and the two firft followed on the 25th; 
while the others had to flop, for a (hip 
which was daily expefted from the coaft of 
Coromfifidel^ in order to take over the bales 
of piece-goods (he was to bring, and then 
to receive the complement of their cargoes 
in pepper. This velTel reached the road of 
Batavia three days afterwards, and the re- 
(hipment of the goods (he brought, took 
place immediately ; after which, the (hips 
failed to the ifland Onrujl^ to take in 
pepper. 

On the 5d of November, the water-bailiff 
came on board, to mufter the crew, which 
was found to confift of one hundred and 
eight feamen, eight foldiers, four mechanics, 
four pafTcngers, and one man, who was fent 
back to Europe, being unfit for the Cpm^ 
pany’s fervice. 

On the 5th of November, we got the laft 
of our pepper on board, and, together with 
the commanders of the (hips, the Young 
Lieven^ the Young Samuel^ and the Lady An-- 
tonettq Conradtnay having received our final 
N 2 difp^tches 
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dirpatches from the governor general, we 
left the ifland Onrnjl^ on the fame day, and 
anchored the next afternoon, at three o’clock^ 
in the bay of Anjer, The Young Lieven^ 
and iny (hip, having ftill fome water to re- 
ceive on board, remained here at anchror till 
the 9th, when we failed in the morning, and 
at night wc cleared the ftraits of Sunda^ and 
got out to fca. Tlie tw^o other (liips. had 
failed the day before. 

On the loth, at noon, we took our laft 
obfcrvatioii of Prmce*s Ifland, and in the af- 
ternoon, we loft fight of JaWy and ftccred 
nrft s.w. till in the fouth latitude of 9®, 
where we were fure of meeting with the 
fettled fouthcafterly tradewdnd, and thence 
wc direded our couric w.s.w. 

As loon as wc were out at fca, wc found 
that our (hip w\as very leaky. Wc made 
eighteen inches water every w'atch, fo tliat 
w'c were obliged to keep the pumps con- 
tinually at work. However narrowdy we 
Icarched, we could not find where the leak 
w as, till about a month afterw^ards ; when 
W'C accidentally difeovered that there was a 
hole in the bow, on the larboard fide, two 

feet 



t ] 

feet under water. The carpenter contrived, 
with much difficulty, to ram in a wooden 
plug on the outfide ; for we could n6t get 
at it within the ffiip. This reduced the in- 
road of the water by one-half; but the leak 
was by no means flopped, and our pump^ 
were frequently choaked by the pepper, and 
we were forced to lift them out, to clear them 
again. 

The day after we were out at fca, wc 
loft fight of the Young Lieven, which (hip 
outfailcd us by full one-third, although 
Captain Hart and I had agreed to keep in 
company. 

On the 17th, at five o'clock, p.m. wc 
favv a folar eclipfe, but we could take no 
obfervation of its beginning, for the fun 
was, at that time, obfeured by clouds ; 
neither could we obferve the end, for the 
fun fet at fix o’clock, before the eclipfe was 
over. 

We proceeded pleafantly on our voyage, 
with the fouthcaft tradewiud, which carried 
us quickly on, and pafling the tropic of 
capricorn to the fouth, on the 28th of No- 
vember, we computed on the 7th of De- 
cember, that we were abreaft of the ifland 
N ^ Madaj^afcar, 



[ l8! ) 

Madagafcar. Wc perceived alfo, icvcral 
figns of land, and law much red blubber 
floating on the water. Hence we fleered 
wefl by fouth, to the latitude of 34!®, and 
thence due weft, towards the reef 
guillas. 

The fotitheafl tradewind began to ftiift in 
th^ foiith Ic.titiide of 26®, and we met with 
variable winds, which were, however, very 
favourable. The C(/mpaflcs fhewed the 
grrnteft vaiia^ion of 25® and 26° N.w. be- 
tween 62® and ealt Iciugitudc ; ana far*f 
thcr to the welt, the variation began grar 
dually to decrcaic. 

On the 21 ft of December, we obferved a 
change in tlie colour of the water, from a 
clear blue, to nark green, and a high fea 
rolled in from the s.w. Thete were indica* 
tions that we were near the reef of An^ 
guillds ; and at lunlet, we founded in feventy 
fathoms, grey faitd with Ihclls. 

'1 his rttf rtrctchcs out from the conti- 
nent, as far as 30° ibuth latitude, and per^ 
haps farther, but the foundings are, in fomc 
places, thereabouts, two hundred fathoms. 
By the depth, and the nature of the bottom 
upon the reef, you may know whether you 



( *83 ] 

are to the eaftward, or to the weftward oi 
Cape Anguillas* To the eadward, the 
ground is hard, and to the weftward, foft, 
loofe m^d, with a much greater depth ; fo 
that* having pafled the cape to the weft, you 
get out of foundings by degrees. 

The heavy feas, that are occafioned by 
the ftorms, which are fo frequently met 
with, on the reef, make it a very dangerous 
part of the navigation, and the Company 
have loft, in confequence, many (hips; efpe- 
cially of the fecond divifion, or thofe that 
come upon the reef in the months of April 
and May, at which time the weather is the 
mod ftormy. Ships going to the Cafe oj 
Good Hope cannot avoid pafTing over the 
reef, in order to be certain of their longi- 
tude, and not to overlhoot the cape. On 
account, however, of the danger attending 
it, orders were given by the Company, in 
the years 1767 and 1768, for their (hips, 
which paffed here in that time of the year, 
to haul in upon the outfide of the reef, in 
order to afeertain their fituation, and rec- 
tify their eftimation ; but on meeting with 
foundings, then to ftand direflly fouth, in 
order to run round the reef, without touch- 
N 4 ing 
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iiig at the dape of Good Hope ; but inftcad 
that, to touch at St. Helena, for refrcfli- 
ment. This mode, however, proved to be 
attC4ided with worfe confequcnccs ; and all 
their (hips arc accordingly again allowed to 
touch at the Cape of Good Hope, except the 
laft (hip, wliich refrelhes at St. Helena. 

On the 23d of December, we had, at 
noon, a glimpfe of the land of Ulrica, but 
(bon lod: (ight of it, nor could we, on ac- 
count of the hazineft of the weather, dil^ 
tinguiih what part of it we had feen. 

On the 25ih, wc faw it again, with a 
clear (Icy, in 34* 57' fouth latitude. The 
land appeared with a deep inlet, or bay, the 
weft point of which (loped down into the 
fea ; and behind it we faw high rugged 
mountains, (ituated far inland. The beach 
was very low and faiidy. To the north, 
were fomc irregular white eminences, rc- 
fembling chalkbills ; and a little more to 
the eaftward, w'e faw a hill, forming a regu- 
lar arch. We could fee land to the weft- 
ward, from the mafthcad, appearing like two 
round hummocks. We faw a thick (inoke 
riling inland ; hence we concluded, that wc 
were hdbre Vleejcb, or Flejb Bay, 
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In the night, and part of the followui* 
day, we had a ftorm from the weftward, 
with a high fea, which ftrained the (hip 
very much. This wefterly wind continued 
till the 28th, when it came round to the $•£« 
and the next day we ran in fight of Cape des 
Auguillai^ and the deep headland of Rio Dolce. 
I'his lait is very remarkable, and (hews like 
Purtland Point in the Britilh Channel. 

Redifying our eftimation here, we found 
that fince our laft obfervation, at Prince*^ 
Iflainhwe were 3® 9', <»r 39 leagues, more to 
the wdlwarJ, than by the (hip’s reckoning. 
At the lame time we faw a large (hip to the 
northward, which we loft fight of in the 
evening ; we afterwards found that (he was 
the Young Lieven^ who had left the ftraits of 
Sunda^ in company with us. 

The next day, being the 30th of Decem- 
ber, we found ourfelves, at funrife, abreaft 
of Falfe Bay, and ftccred our courfe for Ta- 
hie Bay. At noon we were in fight of the 
Lions Mountain^ for which we ftecred ; and 
afterwards for Sandhill Point ; before, how- 
ever, we got fo far, w'c were becalmed un- 
der the Lion's-bead^ and we could not ftecr 
the (hip, while it blew a ftorm from the 

foutheaft, 
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foutheaft, a quarter of a league from us. Af- 
ter having been becalmed about half an hour, 
'WC got a breeze, which foon carried us off 
fliore ; but reaching Sandhill Point, it en- 
creafed to fuch a ftifF gale, and was accom- 
panied with fuch violent fqualls, falling down 
from the mountains, that we found it im- 
poflible to work into the road ; and we ac- 
cordingly refolyed to run for Robben^ or Seal 
Ifland, and anchor under it. We caft an- 
chor in the road of this ifland, in fifteen fa- 
thoms, fandy bottom, and found lying here 
the Ihip2l7tt«g Lieven^ which had reached the 
anchorage three hours before us. 
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CHAPTER VB. 

Anchorage in Table B\v. — Diparture from the 
Cape of Good Hope. — View of St. Helena. 
— Of sc E NS 1 0 N IJland. — fbe Grajsfea, — Ani’^ 
malcula found in the floating Seaweed,— Council 
held by the Commodore. — Pajfage to the Weft of 
the Azores. — Narrative of a Woman , who bad 
enlifted as a Soldier. — Meeting with the cruiflng 
Frigates off Lizard Point. — Arrival at the 
Tex EL. 

On the following day, in the morning, 
the Company’s officer, ftationed on the 
ifland, «ame on board, and brought refrcfli- 
ments for the crew, confifting of twelve 
fliecp and fomc vegetables. This ^ the 
allowance delivered to every Company’s /hip, 
that anchors at the ifland. 

On the ift of January 1771, the wind 
veering, in the morning, to the n.w. we 
weighed anchor, together with the Young 
Lieven^ and fleered for the road ; but when 
we were about a quarter of a league from 
the anchoring-ground, the fouthcaft wind 
burft upon us, over the mountains, fo that 
Vfi were obliged to come to an anchor, in 

the 
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the outer road, under the Lions-tail 3 and 
as the wind continued to blow in violent 
fqualls, we could not reach the inner road 
before the 3d, on which day we call anchor 
there, at tcno’clock, a.m. and wc immediately 
moored our Ihip, ftem and Hern, falutiiig 
the commodore of the homeward fleet, with 
eleven guns, which was returned us with the 
fame number. 

We found feven fhips of the homeward 
fleet, lying at anchor here, viz. the Kroo- 
nenburg^ the Nieuw Rhoorty the Lady An^ 
Umtta Conradina^ the Cornelia Hillegonday 
the Young Samuel^ the Young Lieven^ and the 
Ridderierk. 

The JVoeflduin arrived on the 5th, the 
Fkijkingy on the 13th, and the Duinenburgy 
Qn the 31ft. This lall had, Ibme time be- 
fore, anchored under Robben Ifland, but her 
cable breaking, in a gale of wind, ^ flip had 
been driven out to fea. 

After a flay of full five weeks, during 
which the crews partook of the ufual re^ 
frclhmtnts of the place, fix of the fliips 
belonging to the homeward fleet, one of 
which was the commodore’s, received or*' 
ders to lail for Holland. Thefe were, the 

Kroonenburgy 
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Krocmeniurg^ tlic Huts ttr the Totm^ 
Samuek the IjtSy Antonetta Conr^iha, the 
Fbijhing^ and the Ridderkerk ; the Cornelia 
Hillegonday had failed on the loth of Janu- 
ary, as forerunner. 

Qn the 7th of February, we received 
our final difpatches from the governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope^ together with orders, 
to keep in company with the commodore, 
We, however, lay ftill, till the 9th, as the 
violence of the foutheaft wind prevented 
any of the ihips from weighing till then. 
On that day we all let fail, and about noon 
we got out of the bay, and each, of the 
ihips fainting the commodore with eleven 
guns, we (leered to the w.n.w. 

At fu!ifet, we took our laft obfervation of 
the land of Africa^ the *Tabk Mountain^ 
bearing s.e. ten leagues off. 

The next day, at noon, we changed our 
courfe to n.w. by (ignal from the com* 
modore, and (leered for the latitude of the 
ifland of St- Helena- 

Our (hip was now perfeftly tight. The 
leak, which we had difeovered at fea, had 
been repaired at the Cape. We found under 
the (heathing, a feam in the (hip’s fide, that 
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was entirely open, fo that it was a great hap- 
pinefi that the iheatbing was but little da^ 
mUged ; for, if this had been wholly gone, 
where the fcam lay that was open, we 
fhould have had much difficulty to keep the 
fhip above water. We did not perceive^thc 
kaft leakinefs, during the remainder of the 
voyage, and were not once obliged to pump, 
from the Cape to the Channel. 

The favourable wind, with which wc 
had left the road of the Cape, foon brought 
us into the foutheaft tradewmd ; with 
which we ran in fight of the ifland St. He- 
lena^ on the 26th of February. 

This ifland,^ which lies in the fouth lati- 
tude of 1 6°, and full 13® eaft longitude from 
the meridian of Tenerife, is high, and moun- 
tainous, and has a barren appearance, in 
pafling by. The Englilh have taken pof- 
feflion of it, and eftablilhed it, for a place 
of rcfrefhment, for their Eaft-lndiamen. 
Our (hips, hkewife, in cafe of neceffity, 
fometimes touch there. 

Lofiug fight of St. Helena, the following 
morning, wc continued to ftcer n*w. and 
on the 5th of March, we made the ifland 
Afcenjkn^ and failed clofe under it. 
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The latitude of this ifland is about 8^ 
fouth, and its longitude 4i® : it is alfo high 
and mountainous, yet not fo much fo as 
St. Helena ; it is, likewife, fmaller in cir- 
cumference. It is uninhabited, and per- 
feflly ftcrile, being almoft nothing but a 
bare rock. It, however, affords frefh wa- 
ter, though the watering-place is difficult of 
accefs. The beach abounds in turtles, who 
lay their eggs in the fand, in order to be 
hatched by the heat of the fun. The Danes 
frequently vifit this ifland, for the fake of 
procuring a fupply of turtle. 

We faw, as we failed by, heavy breakers 
foaming on its eaft: fide, to a confiJcrable 
diftance from the ifland. 

On the 13th of March, we paffed the 
equator, in the longitude of 356®. The 
foutheaft tradewind failed us in the third 
degree of north latitude, and ran round to 
the northeaft, with which we purfued our 
voyage, failing clofe-hauled by the wind. 

As our ihip was the flowed faller of the 
fleet, we were obliged to carry a prefs of 
fail, in order to keep up with the others, 
whereby we fplit our maintopmaft. 

On the 31ft of March, I loft my fccond 

lieutenant, 
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fieutetmnt, HsHtt ysnBUKo, wbo had been 
tioBt Ifer duty, byfickuefs, from the begin* 
ning of December. 

On the 26 of April, in the north latitude 
of » 2 ", we few, for the firft time, the fea- 
wced, called gulph-weed*. This fe»weed 
cohfifts of fmall green bunches, large fields 
of which are fometimes feen floating 011 the 
water; they are moftly difpofed in long 
bands, feparated from each other by narrow 
intervals, and lying longitudinally in the 
direftion of the winds, which generally blow 
here, between n.n.e. and e.n.e. It is at 
yet unknown, whether this weed grows upon 
the furfacc of the fca, or whether it is pro- 
duced at the bottom, and afterwards rifes to 
the fuperficiesf . It is worthy of obfervation, 
that it is not found, in fuch large quantities, 
in any other part of the ocean ; whence, and 
from its verdant appearance, the fea here- 
abouts is called the grafs-fca, by the feamen. 
The depth is here, as clfewhere in the main 

* Suettt ntant^ 

t Dr. Thumbergi the liteA fcicntific voyager, wbo fayt 
iny thing conccraing this marine produ^ion, is of opinion, 
that k grows as it floats m the water, and (hoots forth nnr 
flioots at the extremitiesi which grow lai;ger by degrees. 
Thunberg*! T nv cb, vol. iv, p, a 76. T, 
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ocean, unfathomable. It . is between the lati- 
tudes of 21® and 34® north, that this fca- 
weed is moftly met with, decreafing thence 
.daily, in quantity, to 38® or 39®, where it 
wholly difappears. Neither is any of it feen 
to the eaftward of the Cape Verde or Canary 
Illands, fo that it muft be produced, or col- 
lected, far to the vvcflward of thefe iflands. 
A great number of marine animalcuhc, in- 
finitely various in lhape, are harboured in 
this feagrafs : fomc of them arc as large as 
the joint of a finger. They are familiarly 
called fcacows, fcalions, &c. in allufion 
to fuch known land-animals as they refcmble 
the ncarelt in (hape Their lubftance is a 
thick flime, fo that they cannot he preferv- 
cd, cither in fpirits, or in any other way. 

On the 3d of April, we pafled the tropic of 
cancer, and on the following day, the com- 
modore made the fignul for all the captains 
of the fleet to come on board. 

As foon as wc were airemblcd, which was 

^ Dr. Thunberg enumerate!, among tlie animals which 
he met with in this feaweed, the fylUa ptla^ica^ the caucti 
minutus^ and hifiuQ \ and Cajaaiu Sif.dman p.ar* 

ticularizes the hlppicampii^ or feahorfc, which he aptly com- 
pares to the chevaher or knight of a thefkboard. T, 

VoL. I. 
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at eight o’clock in the morning, we were 
formed into a council, in which the fccrct 
papers and orders committed to the com- 
modore, at the Cape of Good Hope, with 
diredlions not to open them, till the fleet was 
in the prefent latitude, were read. "They 
contained, a defignation of the place, where 
we were to look out for the Ihips of war, 
which were cruifing to meet us, being the 
Lizard Point in the Channel, and the pri- 
vate fignals of recognizance of them. 

After this, we fat in judgment on the 
crime of one of the crew of the Lady Anto* 
netta Conradma, who, being found guilty of 
mutiny, was fentenced to be ducked three 
times from the mainyard, to be feverely 
flogged before the maft, and afterwards re- 
moved to the (hip Fluffing ; which fentcucc 
was immediately put in execution. 

Having thus concluded our bufinefs, we 
fpent the remainder of the day in merri- 
ment ; and at funfet we returned on board 
of our own (hips, faluting the commodore 
with eleven guns from each. 

Our north latitude, at noon, that day, was 
^4® 49S ^*^d our longitude, by the average 
computation of all the (hips, 338® 49'. 
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*rhe dortheaft tradewind left tis the folldw- 
ing day, and was fucceeded, firft by calms, 
and afterwards by wefterly and variable 
winds. Thefe were fbmetimes pretty high, 
and occalioned fo great a fwell of the lea, 
that it at times broke over us. On the i8th 
and 19th of April efpecially, we had a high 
wind and lea, with which we ran paft the 
illands Corvo and Flores, which are the moft 
wefterly of the Asxres, leaving them, how- 
ever, out of fight, on our right. 

Hitherto, nothing of material coufequence 
had happened on board of my Ihip, during 
the time we had been at fca, which is rather 
a fingular circumftaiicc in fuch voyages ; 
but on the 2d of May, we met with an un- 
expected occurrence, which had no relation 
to the (hip’s affairs. 

A woman, one Margaket Reymbrs, 
had difguifed herfelf in men’s clothes, in the 
beginning of the laft year, and had enlifted 
as a Ibldier on board of the (hip Seboonziebt } 
Ihe had long kept her fex concealed, but 
being at laft difeovered, Ihe was put on 
Ihore at the Cape of Good Hope, and kept 
there, in order to be fent back to Holland, 
by the homeward fleet. The governor of 
o 2 the 
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the Cape made choice of my fliip for that 
purpofe, as there was a lady on board, whp 
had taken her paffage with me from l^dtavia 
for Holland*, and whom this woman was tp 
ferve, as a maid, during the voyage. The 
miftrefs had hitherto oblerved nothing^amiCs 
in her I'crvant, nor the Icaft ligns of preg- 
nancy, till the moment that (he heard the 
crying of a child, the maid being then, as 
(he thought, lying afleep on a chert in her 
room. The furgeon being called, we found 
that the woman had been delivered of a 
female child ; and the mother told him that 
the father of it, was a furgeon’s mate at the 
Cape of Good Hope, Some days afterwards^ 

1 had the curiofuy to alk her, what had in- 
duced her to go to India as a foldicr ; (ho 
nnfwcred, that (lie was a farmer’s daughter,, 
in the duchy of Oldenburg^ and had left her 
native country, on account of ill treatment > 
that coming to Hamburgh, (he there met 
with a Dutch recruiting officer, who advifed 
her to put on male attire, faying, that if (he 
would go to India, which he would aflift her 
to do, Ihc would make her fortune ; he, 
accordingly, conveyed her to Rotterdam^ 
whence the had been put on board of 

1 . the 
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tlie Scboonzicht ; fhe had remained unnoticed 
for two months on board, but at htft the firft 
lieutenant difcovcrcd her. At the Cape, 
fhc had been weak enough, fhe faid, to 
liften to the profefTions of the furgeon’s mate, 
who had feduced her, and who, after re- 
peated promifes of marriage, having got her 
with child, had abandoned her. She was in 
the fixth month of her pregnancy, when fhe 
came on board, and had hoped that the fliip 
would have reached its deftination before the 
rime of her delivery. She was between 
twenty-tlirec and twenty-four years of age, 
tall, and of a large and coarfc make, by 
which (he could eafily pafs for a man, in her 
foldiers’ uniform. 

Three days after this event, we came into 
loundings, in the chops of the Channel, 
ninety fathom ; but the violent caftcrly winds 
prevented us from making the SciUy illands 
till the nth of May, when w'e got fight of 
them, at noon. 

At four o’clock, p.m. two Texel pilots 
came on board of us, and others on board of 
the other (hips of the fquadron, bound to the 
Texel. 

The next day, at feven o’clock, am . wc 
o 3 faw 
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&w the two (hips of war, that were cruifing 
for US, off Lizard Point ) and our commodore 
flood towards them. About nine o’clock, 
he made the private fignal of recognizance, 
which was anfwcrcd by one of the frigates. 

When we were within about half a league 
of them, our commodore faluted with thir- 
teen guns, and ftruck his flag, but which, as 
(bon as the frigate had returned his falute, he 
hoifted again. This occafioned much mif- 
underftanding between the commodore of 
the homeward fleet, who infifted upon con- 
tinuing to bear his commodore’s flag, and 
Captain Van Bkaam, commander of the 
two frigates, who would net fuffer this, and 
would only allow the commodore to carry an 
enfign at the maintop. To this he was at 
laft obliged to fubrait, after we had been de- 
tained for five or fix hours during a favour- 
able gale, by the boats going backwards 
and forwards, in order to bring the com- 
modore to reafon, and to fettle this punfiilio. 
By our obfervation at the Lizard Point, 
wc found, that fince our laft obfervation, off 
the ifland Afeenjian^ on the 5th of March, 
wc were 4® 32', or 45 leagues, more to the 
than by computation, 

$ 


At 



t ‘99 1 

At funfet, we made fail, in company with 
both the frigates, fteering for the Start 
Point; 

The next morning, the commander made 
a figital for all captains of Ihips to come on 
board, when I found that this was our States’ 
frigate the Thetis, under the command of 
Captain William Vak Braam, and the 
other, the Triton, Captain Raders, which 
laft was to convoy us farther, to the ports to 
which we were bound. 

Being returned on board of our own (hips. 
Captain Van Braam, made the fignal to 
feparate, and returned to his cruifing ftation 
off the Lizard Point, returning, when he 
left us, with eleven guns, the falute of thir- 
teen, given by the commodore of the home- 
ward fleet. 

While we were lying by, all the fhips of 
the fleet were examined by two officers of > 
the Thetis, 

We met with eafterly winds and calms in 
our paflage up the' Channel, fo that it was 
only on the aad of May, that we pafled 
the Straits of Dover, and entered the North 
Sea. 

On the following day, the Young Satnuel, 
o 4 the 



[7P0] 

the Phfimgf and the Lady Jntonetta Con^ 
rddtHa^ feparafed from us, the firft for Zea^ 
landt and the two laft for Goeree 

At nine o’clock, a.m. on the 24th of May, 
Wfc difcovcrcd the coaft of Holland, and at^th 
wc faw the rtccplc of Egmond. Shortly after- 
wards the frigate made the fignal for puftiing 
on. Wc fainted with eleven guns, and were 
ahfwercd with five. We then worked up for 
the Texcl roads, and at five o’clock, p.m, 
we came to anchor, in the feuth gut, faint- 
ing the road with eleven guns j and On 
the 26th of May, the crew Were difchrffged 
by the dircflor Beaumont, 


^ An i(].»nd at the ciiinnceaf tlx* Mctfe. 7", 


BOOK . 



[ 20 > 1 


BOOK II! 


OBSERVATIONS RES?ECTIN0 THE ISLAND 
OF JAVA. 

CHAPTER I. 

Situation of Java.— ^Sunda. — Prince’s 
JJland. — Dwars in din Wig. — Bay of An- 
JER. — Cluim of the Dutch Eajl- India Company 
to the Sovereignty of the Straits c/ S un da. — Bay 
of Bantam. — Road of Batavia. — Kingdom of 
Bantam. — Tributary to the Company. — Speech 
made cn the Appointment of a Succeffor to the 
Tbtone. — Empire of Jaccatra. — Of Chbri- 
jBON , — Of the SoEsoEHOENAM, Of Emperor of 
Java. — Of the Sultan. — Principality of Ma- 
dura. — Political Condu^ of the Company towards 
tie native Princes. 

TThE ifland of Java^ which is one of the 
l^geft of thofe conftituting the great Ori* 
cntal Archipelago, is fituated between 6^^ 
and 9® Ibuth latitude, and extciids from 
120® to 131® eaft longitude from feneriffey 

being 
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being one hundred and /ixty-fivc Dutch 
miles in length. It lies nearly in the diredlion 
of eaft and weft. To the fouth, and to the 
weft, its ftiores are waflied by the fouthern 
Indian Ocean ; to the northweft of it, dies 
the ifland of Sumatra ; to the north, Borneo ; 
to the noriheaft, Celebes ; and to the eaft 
that of Balt: from which laft it is feparated 
by a narrow paflage, called the Straits of 
Bali. The arm of the fea which runs be- 
tween and Sumatra^ is known by the 
appellation of the Straits of Sunda, The 
length of this channel, is, on the Sumatra 
fide, taken from the Flat Point, to Varkens^ 
or Hog Point, fifteen German miles ; and, 
on the Java fide, from the firft point, or 
Java Head, to the point of Bantam^ full 
twenty. In the mouth of the ftrait, lies 
Prince's Ifland, about a league and a half 
from the coaft of Jotj, and full fix leagues 
from that of Sumatra. 

Princes Ifland, is low, and only about 
four leagues in circumference. It has, how- 
ever, two hills, one at its eaft end, and the 
other a little more to the fouth, which make 
it vifible at a moderate diftance, cfpecially 
the hill, which lies at the eaft end, and which 
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is accordingly called the high hill, by navi- 
gators 

There is a ftone reef at its s,w. fide, 
which, according to the charts, extends a 
league and a half out to Tea, and is dan- 
gerous for the Ihips which pafs through the 
paflage between this ifland and Java^ 
Princes Ifland is covered with trees, and 
affords an agreeable profpeft to the paffing 
fcamcn : it is inhabited by Javanefe, who 
fubfift by fiftiing. 

JBy the fituation of this ifland, at the en- 
trance of the ftraits of Sunda^ arc formed 
twb paffages; the one, running between 
Princes Ifland and Java^ has been called 
the Behouden^ or Secured Pafage,eini is made 
ufc of, for the moft part, by thofc fliips 
which have to pafs the llraits, during the 
foQthcail monfooni, in order, that, failing 
clofe in with the fliorc of Java^ they may 
jfoon get within anchoring-depth, and not be 
in danger of beiig driven out to fea again, 
by the currents, which at that time of the 

* The Englifh call it the Pike: in Lieut Cook’i voyage 
In the Endutmr, tbcrc b a mote ample account of thb 
iMi Tt 
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ytsr, fet ftrongly out of the ftraits, to the 
wcftward. 

The other paflfage, vthlch is called by 
fedmco, bet Groote Gat^ or the Great Channel^ 
fomttimes fervcs alfo as an entrance to*the 
ftfaits, during the foutheaft monlbon ; but 
it is with the grcateft difficulty, and after 
a continued uggling with the Ibutheafterly 
winds, and the currents, that this can be 
cfFeftcd ; and it is not an iinfrequent cir- 
cumftance that five or fix weeks are fpent, 
in working up a diftance, which, in the weft 
monfoon, is often failed o\^r, in twice as 
tnany hours. 

The Eaft-India Company’s fhip, Luxem^ 
hlirg^ Captain Roem, affords an inftance 
hereof: five (ailed on the 2d of June, 1768, 
from the bay of Punlo Gallo^ and came in 
fight of the Plat Point of Sumatra^ at the 
entrance of the ftraits, on the 24th of July, 
but could not get upon the anchoring- 
gtounJ, uivdcft the fhore of till the 
21ft of Novcftnber. It was, however, re- 
markable, that the (hip TorenvUet^ which 
failed in company with Luxemburg^ from 
Punto Gallo ^ reached Batavia^ full three 
•ittotlths before her ; and hence appears how 

much 
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much fometimcs one flup is either a better 
lailcr, or has better fortune than another, 
though feamauftiip and knowledge be u[x>n 
an equal footing. 

• Notwithftanding the difficulty of cnter- 
ingfthe ftralts on this Ijdc, when thefe con- 
trary winds and currents are in force, yet 
^Imoft all the (hips which fall to leeward, 
upon the weft coaft of Sumatra^ as well as 
thofe which conic from Surat^ Mahhar, 
Ceylon^ Coromandel, Bengal, or other places 
in the weft of India, are obliged tp pafs 
through this channel, as it is fcarccly pofr 
lible for them to reach the windward (hore 
of Java, in the teeth of the fouthcaft mon- 
foon, and they therefore cannot avail of the 
other paftage. That this, however, is not 
wholly impradicable, appeared by the (hips, 
i\i^Young Lieven, and the Afia, who in the 
month of June, 1770, cftcclcd it ; jet fuch 
cafes are extremely rare. 

The entrance of the ftraits, on this fide, 
affords an uncommonly plealing profpe^l, 
near the Sumatran fliorc. Firft, the Vlaf 
Point, which is low, and covered with trcc^, 
and behind it the majcftic mountains of 
Sumatra, rifing with a gradual afoent, and 

reaching 
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reaching to the clouds; a little more for- 
ward, the Keizersy or Emperor*s Ifland, lifts 
its high and fpiry fummit ; farther on, the 
Hlands Kraketau, Slybzee^ and Pulo Bicte^ or 
thc/rwf Ifland, (hew their mountains covered 
with ever-verdant woods* The oppOfitc 
coaft of Java is not inferior to this, and im- 
proves continually in appearance, as you pafi 
along it, affording at the fame time good 
anchorage, which is not to be met with on 
the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves oC 
cocoanut- palms, and the rice-fields in the 
background, give the moft pleafing ideas of 
the fertility of the foil. 

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince*% 
Ifland, in the narroweft part of the ftrait, 
and oppofite to Varkensy or Hog Point of 
Sumatruy lies an ifland, that, on account 
of its fituation, exaftly in the middle of 
the channel, has, with great propriety, ob- 
tained the name of Dwars in den fPeg, 
Thwart the Wajy or Middle IJle. It is low, 
and of little extent, with fomc fmall reefs, 
which ftretch out from it here and there. 
Like all the iflands in thefo fcas, it is co- 
vered with wood, and, as far as 1 know, it 
is uninhabited. 


A Arong 



t 20? ] 

A ftrong current runs through the paf- 
fagcB on either fide of this ifland, during the 
whole year, fetting, with the prevailing 
eafterly or wefterly winds, cither to the 
northcaft or to the fouthweft, although it 
fometimes happens, that the current runs 
contrary to the direflion of the wind, for a 
(hort time. Between Dwars in den JVeg and 
the coaft of and farther on to the point 
of Bantam^ there appears to be a fettled cur- 
rent, independent of the wind ; at leaft I 
found, when, in the month of June, com- 
ing from Bengal, with the fhip Cornelia HiU 
legonia, I lay at anchor, for a day and a half, 
in the bay of Anjer, over againft Dwars in 
den IVeg, that the current changed its courfc 
to a contrary direftion, twice in four-and- 
twenty hours ; that, however, which flowed 
towards the ftraits, was full as ftrong again, 
as that which (ct the oppofite way : the s.e. 
monfoon was then at its height, 1 experi- 
enced the fame thing in the month of No- 
vember of the fame year, with the (hip Huis 
ter Mye, though it was then in the latter end 
pf the monfoon. 

Ships pafling out through the ftraits of 

Sunda, 
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Sunda, often aiwhor in the bay of Anjer^ In 
order to take in their laft fupply of frefti 
yvater, from a rivulet which runs from the 
mountains into the fea, at this place, clofc 
to a little grove of cocoanut-trees. There 
is likewife a juvanefe village, which is,uu- 
der the jurifdiclion of the king of Bantam, 
and which has erroneoufly been reckoned, 
by fomc travellers, among the large cities 
of yava, thougli it has nothing that can be 
conftrued into a town. 

Not far from this place, there is an iflet 
or rock, entirely overgrown with brulh- 
wood, which is called the Brabandfcb-hoedje', 
and a little farther to the north, a fimilar 
one, called tlic loppers-hoi'dje *-, this laft is 
fteep and bold, having fifty fathom depth 
dole to it. 

The Dutch Eaft-India Company claim 
an abfolute i'overeignty over the Straits of 
Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the 
other powers. The Company require the 
falutc, and have the right of interdifling 
this palfage to all other nations, though they 

* Thtfe fiTull iflinds are called the Of and Suttm, by the 
EngliHi navigators* T, 


do 
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do not put their right in forced. This 
right is maintained as proceeding from the 
circumftance, that the land on both fides of 
the ftraits is tributary to the Company ; viz. 
the kingdom of Bantam on the Java fhorc, 
and dll the other fide the land of Lampon^ 
with that which lies farther wertVard, being 
conquered provinces belonging to Bantam » 
There is a refolution, on this ilibjeft, of the 
council of India, and articles are included 
in the fecret orders, which arc given to the 
Company’s Ihips, bound to the weft of India, 
refpefting the faliite to be required of the 
(hips of ether nations ; which order is not 
to be opened, unlefs they chance to meet 
with fuch. 

From jinjer to the point of Bantam, the 
country appears, in general, with high 
mountains inland, and a foreland more level. 
From this point, which is the northernmoft 
extremity of Java, the land declines to the 
foutheaft, and makes a deep bay ; and in 

• This claim has never been openly made by the Dutch, 
except indeed their putting fundry qucftioni to all ftrangc 
ihipi who pafs the (Iraits, at circumaantially related in 
Rook's voyage in the Eiukavwr^ may be conllrued into fuch 
a claim ; and it would probably not be allowed, by the other 
pa^ns who trade to India, if iniifted upon. T» 

vot. I, r the 
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the fartheft part of the bight is fituatc the 
city of Bantam^ p( which I have already 
made feme mention, and fliall fay more 
refpefting it hereafter. 

From the point of Pontang^ which forms 
the eaftern extremity of the bay of Battam^ 
as that which we have juft mentioned does 
the weftern, the land is every where very 
low ; yet there are high mountains inland, 
among which the Blue mountain towers 
above the reft. Although this mountain 
lies at a great diftance, towards the fouth 
fide of the illand, and foutheaft from Bata^ 
via^ yet it is feen before Bantam. It was 
formerly, as is related, a volcano; but no- 
thing of this kind is at prefent perceivable. 

The navigation from this place to the 
road of Batavia^ affords the moft agreeable 
profpefls, by the numerous fmall iflands, 
covered with perpetual verdure, which arc 
ftrewed, at it were, along the fea. The 
anchoring-grouitd is every where very good, 
but there are many rocks, which arc from 
ten to eighteen feet under water, and which 
fometimes occafioa much damage to the 
vrflels that do not carefully avoid them. 
The government of Batavia, however, have 

caufed 
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caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moor- 
ed by heavy anchors; and upon fome of 
them beacons arc ereded ; but when thefe 
are wafhed away by the currents, the navi- 
gatCjT muft avoid the rocks, by taking the 
bearings of the Teveral iflands. 

The road of Batavia is juftly efteemed 
one of the beft in the world, as well with 
regard to the anchoring-ground, which con- 
fifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the 
fafety it affords to the (hips which anchor 
in it, and to the number which it can con- 
tain. Although the road is open from the 
N.w. to E.N.E. and eaft, yet (hips lie as 
fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked, 
on account of the numerous iOands which 
lie on that fide, and break the force of the 
waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged 
to moor (lem and ffern here ; and the cur- 
rent which runs within the iflands is not 
ftrong, but without them it is very violent. 

la the road, neareft to the town, lies a 
guard(hip, commonly called the admiral 
(hip, with an enfign at the top, from which, 
both in the day and in the night, fuch (ig* 
nals are made to the other (hips in the road, 
a$ the commanding officer (hall think nced- 
p 2 ful. 
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ful. For fcvcral years part, it has been re- 
gulated, that one of the captains of the 
fhips in the road, fhould keep guard on 
board this ftiip, in order that, in cafe of ac- 
cident, by fire or otherwife, there mayvbc 
always fomebody at hand, to give the nc- 
cefTaryulireflions, as the other captains of 
the vefTels generally pafs the night in the 
city. On fuch cccalicns, a fignal is made 
from the admlral-(hip, to give information, 
in order that the ncccfliiry afliftance be im- 
mediately font from the (here. 

Be tore I {ay any thing of Batavia, it will 
not be improper to relate how far the power 
of the hZaft-India Company extends over the 
whole ifland of Java, This is divided into 
four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either 
wholly or in part, liibjcfl to the dominion 
of the Company. 

The firft, to begin from the weft, is the 
kingdom of Bantam ; this is governed by its 
own kings, with full power of Ijfe and 
death over their fubjccls ; yet they arc tri- 
butary to the Company, paying a yearly 
acknowledgment of a hundred bhars of 
pepper, or 37,500 pounds weight. Befide 
which, there is a ftriS engagement entered 

into 
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into by the king, not to fell any pepper, or 
any thing clfe of the produce of his country, 
to other nations* It muft all be delivered 
to the Company, for a certain ftipulatcd 
price. And this does not folcly regard the 
pc|)per, produced in his dominions in Java^ 
but likewife all that is grown in his other 
territories, his conquered provinces, fituated 
in the great ifland of Borneo, and in Suma^ 
tra, which likewife yield muej^ pepper ; and 
the Company have accordingly rcfidencics 
eftabliihed, in the firft, at Banjermajjlng, and 
in the laft, at Lampon Touhbou^wa, which 
ferve, in the fame way as Fort Speelwyk 
docs at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of 
the treaties, and to prevent a contraband 
trade. 

The king of Bantam is alfo deprived of the 
power of appointing his own fucceflor, and 
the Company nominate one of the royal 
family to fucceed him, as latterly took place 
in the year 1767. ' 

The fpeech made, on that occafion, by Mr. 
OssENBERG, ordinary counfcllor of India, 
who was deputed thither from Batavia, to 
reprefent the united Dutch Eaft- India Com- 
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me, 
f j from 
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from jts peculiarity, well worthy of being 
literally inferted in this place, as tranflated 
out of the Malay, which was the language 
in which it was delivered, as follows : 

** His excellency the governor general, 
and the honourable the council of Inlia, 

** having thought fit and refolved, to appoint 
me, as their comniiflfary plenipotentiary 
“ to the court of Bantam^ in order, at the 
requeft of the king, to propofe and ap- 
** point, his majefty’s eldeft fon Pangorang 
(prince) Gusti, as hereditary prince, and 
“ fucceflbr to the empire of Bantam ; and, 

“ this defirublc period being now arrived, 

“ in confcqucncc, I, the commiffary afore- 
** faid, in the name and behalf of the ge- 
“ ncral Ead-India Company of the Nether- 
lands, appoint the laid pangorangy to be 
pangorang ratoOy or hereditary prince, 

“ and heir to the crown and the whole 
“ empire of Bantam^ by the title of Abdul 
“ Mokagir Mohamed Ali Joudeen. 

“ The commifiary expefts, that the faid 
pangorang ratoo will, at all times, con- 
fider this, his important promotion, as a 
“ peculiar favour, and a great benefit con- * 
“ ferred upon him by the honourable Com- 

pany ; 
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** pany; being adopted from this moment, ai 
“ the grandfon of tht Eaft- India Company of 
“ the Netherlands ; and that he will hcnce- 
“ forward, on all occafions, and in all times, 
“ behave with integrity and gratitude to- 
“ wards them, obeying the commands of the 
“ Imnourable Company, and of the king his 
"father, during his whole life.” 

After the appointment, this harangue 
was again read, by order of the commiflary, 
in the Malay language, in the prefence of 
the king his father, of all the grandees of 
his court, and a number of the Company’s 
fervants, who had come from Batavia, and 
belonged to the retinue of the commiflary ; 
and the ceremony concluded with the play- 
ing of gmgoms, and other demonftrations 
of joy. 

The fecond empire in Java, is that of 
Jaccatra, which is bounded, to the eaft, by 
that of Cheribon, and to the weft, by the 
kingdom of Bantam. Jaccatra was for- 
merly governed by its own kings, but the 
laft of thefe, having been fubdued by the 
arms of the Company in the year 1619, 
they have ever fmee polTelTed it, by the right 
of conqueftj as fovcrcigns. It is under the 

immediate government of the governor ge- 
neral. 
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ncral, and the council of India, and all thd 
Javanefe of Jaccatra^ are therefore born the 
Company’s fubjeds. Before this revolution, 
Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but 
Batavia^ which is built very near the for- 
mer, is now the chief place. f 

The third empire, is that of Chermn. 
This is at prefcnt under the dominioinSf 
three different princes, who are independent 
of the Company, and fovercigns in their re- 
lpe6tive diftrids. Yet they are their allies, 
and, in the fame manner as the king of Ban- 
tamj they are bound, by treaty, to fell all 
the produce of their territories, exclufively 
to the Company, and not to permit any 
other nation than the Dutch, to enter their 
dominions; for the due maintenance of which 
conditions, the Company likewife take care 
to guard and garrifon their feaports. 

Thefe princes would be the only ones in 
Java^ who poflefled not only nominal, but 
alfo real fovereignty, were it not for the 
fituation of their dominions, which lie be- 
tween Jaccaira^ and the empire of the Sot- 
foehoenam^ or emperor of Java^ who is alfo 
a dependant on the Company ; of whom they 
muft of courfe (land m awe, and whofe 

wiihes 
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wiflies they muft in every refpeft obferve; 
for if they do not, the Company make no 
fcruple of dethroning one prince, and 
eftablifhing another in his ftead. 

The Company cxercifed theii; power in 

a refpeft, in the commencement of the 
1769. One of thefc Cheribon princes, 
reating his fubjefts well, was put under 
arreft, by orders from the council of India, 
and banifhed to the caftic FiSoria, in the 
ifland of Jmboyna ; while another prince of 
the blood was elevated to the vacant dig- 
nity, upon the condition, however, of his 
furniftiing a certain annual fum of money, 
for the fupport of his imprifoned prede- 
ceflbr. 

The fourth empire, is that of the Soefoehoe- 
' tianiy or emperor of which isoftan called 
Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his 
refidcnce. This empire, comprehended, of 
old, thegreateft part of the illand: that of 
Cheribon^ once formed part of it, and it was 
then very powerful ; but, fince ouf nation 
^has been cftablilhed here, it has loft much of 
its luftre and importance. Yet it remained 
undivided till about the middle of the pre- 
sent century, when the emperor, found him- 

fclf 
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felf fo much cmbaraired, In confequencc of 
the rcbeHIon of Manko Boeni, a prince of 
the blood, that he made a ceffion of his ter- 
ritories to the Company, who, in return, 
granted him the half back again as their 
vaifal, and promifed him their proteaion, 
engaging at the fame time, never to make 
any one emperor of Java^ who was neflfSa 
prince of the imperial family. 

The empire being thus fplit into two 
parts, the other half, was, in the fame man- 
ner, given to Manko Boeni, as the Com- 
pany’s vaffal, under the title of Sultan^ with 
the like promife of proteflion, and the like en* 
gagement never to nominate any other than 
princes of his family, as fuccelTors to his 
dignity. This other half, therefore, confti- 
tutes the fifth empire of Java. « 

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it 
does not properly belong to Java ; being a 
feparate ifland, but clofe to it. I mean the 
ifland and principality of Madura^ which is 
divided from Java^ by a narrow ftrait. It 
is under the government of a prince, who 
is equally a vaifal of the Company, who, on 
this account, alfo difpofc refpefting the fuc- 
ccfiion. 


All 
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All rficfe princes are under engagements 
(as has already been noticed with refpefi to 
Bantam^ and to Cheribon)^ to deliver the pro- 
duce of their refpeftive countries to the 
Company alone, and not to fell any of it to 
any tothcr nation ; likewife, not" to enter 
) intofcny connexions, or treaties, with other 
‘^^Vers; and great care is taken, to en- 
force thefc conditions, by the Company, 
whofe numerous forts and garrifons, along 
the whole north coaft of ^ava^ render 
the contravention of them extremely dif- 
ficult, if not wholly impoflible, to the na- 
tive princes. 

Were they, however, all to unite againft 
the Company, the latter would be in a very 
dilagreeable predicament ; but their mutual 
and unceafing jealoufies and animofities, 
are fafeguards againft this. Though the 
Company’s government do not perhaps fo- 
ment, yet they do not extinguifti the flames 
of difeord ; which being always kept fmoul- 
dering, make one native prince prevent 
whatever another may defign againft the 
Company, by giving them immediate advice 
thereof. 

It was likewife for very folid • political 

reafbns. 



[ 220 ] 

reafons, that the empire of yava, wa$ allow- 
edt or rather coatrived, to be divided into 
two ftates ; for fuch an extent of territory 
as it formerly comprehended, would always 
have made whoever was its fble mailer, a 
dangerous neighbour to the Company ,\(here- 
as being now under the dominion ok two{ 
different men, who are likewife irriwii*^ 
cileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire 
fubjeftion. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER II. 


Situation of Java. — Climate. — Land and Sea 
Winds, — Monjoons. — Tbunderftorms, — Rivers.-^ 
Pr^u^ions. — Pepper. — Rice. — Sugar. — Coffee . — 
' Co^n- Tarn. — Salt. — Indigo. — Timber. — Fi uits. 
'^ Vaft Variety of them.— The Natives. — Lbeir 
Cbaraffer. — Drefs. — Cuftoms, — Dwellings. — 
Food. — Diverfms. — Religion. — Pbyftcians. — 
Agriculture. 


Java is fituated, as we have before ob- 
fcrved, to the fouth of the equator, ia a 
climate, which was thought uninhabitable 
by the ancients, von account of the fcorching 
heat, which they believed rendered the land 
there fo arid and barren, as to be unable to 
produce any thing for the fubfifteiice of man. 
This opinion originated from their total ig- 
norance refpedling the interior parts of 
Africa, which lie between the tropics, as 
well as refpefling the Indies, and the great 
pcninfula beyond the Ganges, The im- 
provements of navigation, in modern times, 
have . exploded this error, and proved that 
the lands near the equino<^al, far from 
5 being 
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being infertile and uninhabited, on the con- 
trary, yield the palm in nothing, to lefs tor- 
rid regions, and are able to feed full as 
many inhabitants, as the moft fertile coun- 
try in the temperate climates, provided the 
land be but properly cultivated. ( 

The idea, that the heat muft be ut<erk 
infupportable in thefe parts, is not fo abfur^!, 
for the fun is twice a year vertically over 
them, and its rays flioot almoft always in a 
perpendicular line ; fo that it would, for cer- 
tain, be nearly as bad as was fuppofed, if 
Nature herfelf did not come to their aflift- 
ance, by the rcfrelhing land and fea-breezes, 
which blow here alternately, throughout the 
year, and fo far moderate the heat, as to 
make it bearable by moft men. As the 
rifing and fetting of the fun, is likewife 
always nearly at the fame hour, and fcarcely 
differing more than a few minutes, the long 
nights confequently cool the air fo much, 
that in the morning, for an hour or two 
before daybreak, it may be rather faid to be 
cold than warm, efpecially for fuch people 
as have refided here for fome time. 

From the month of July to November, 
which was the time of my laft ftay at Bata^ 

Vta^ 
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w, the thermometer of Fahrenheit was 
always, in the hotteft part of the day, be- 
tween 84® and 90®, excepting only one day, 
when it rofc to 92® ; and in the greateft de- 
gree of coolnefs in the morning, it was fel- 
dom* lower than 76®. This thermometer 
was placed in the open air^ in the city, 
^:£jed both from the rays of the fun, and 
from their refledion. 

The barometer undergoes little or no 
variation, and ftands for a whole year at 
twenty-nine inches ten lines, as I was in- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Mohr, who made 
daily annotations thereof. 

The warmth of the air dccreafes greatly, 
on approaching the mountains, which lie 
towards the fouthern parts of the ifland. 
Credible people have aflured me, that at the 
country-feat of the governor general, which 
is called Buitenzorg (rural care), and is fitu- 
ated full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from 
Batavia^ at the foot of the Blue mountains, 
the cold is fo great in the morning, that not 
only thick clothes arc requifite, but it is 
difficult to become warm even with them 

. The 

* Dr. Thunbsro, who vifited both Buittmurf and the 
Blbc nMHJDUins, (ays, that the cKmatc there was very healthy 

and 
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The land and fea-winds, of which men- 
tion has already been made, blow here every 
day, without exception. The fea-breeze, 
which, in the eaft monfoon is generally con- 
fined between e.n.e. and north, but in the 
weft monfoon runs as far as n.w. and farther, 
begins to blow, about, eleven or 
o’clock in the forenoon. It cncreafes 
afternoon by degrees, till the eveniiv 
then dies gradually away, till about eight 
or nine o'clock? it is pcrfeftly calm. The 
land-wind then begins at midnight, or juft 
before, and continues till an hour or two 
after funrife, when it generally again falls 
calm, till the fea-breeze comes on at its ac- 
cuftomed hour. 

The year is divided into two feafons, one 
of which is called the eajl monfoon or dry 



and refreftiing, and the air, cfpecially in the morning and 
evening, not only cool, but abfolutely cold, infomuch, that, 
not having brought a great-coat with him, he was ** chilled, 
“ and pcrfeftly thivered with the cold evening air, in a coun- 
“ try, that lies almoft dirc^ly unde- the equator.” T. 

* The word menfion (in Dutch, tnonffm)^ is derived from 
nuujfim^ which, in the Malay language, fignifics /eafm. See 
Valenttn ht/chryviag van Oojf-Mte, vol. ii, p. 

Mr. Mausden, in his Hiftory of Sumatra^ page 13, fays, 
that the word which the term nmfm appears to be 

a corruption, iignidcs a jtofy both in Arabic, and in Malay. % 

feafon. 
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feafon, and the other the weji tnonfm, a( 
rainy feafon. 

The caft, or good monfoon ( ^oede mouffmjt 
commences in the months of April and May> 
and ends in the latter end of September, or 
the beginning of 061ober. The tradcwinds 
then' blow, about four or five leagues off 
fl^ore, and through the whole of the Indian 
feas, to the fouth of the line, from the s.e. 
and E.s.E. at times, however, running 9s 
far as s.s.e. with fine dry weather, and a 
clear Iky. 

The weft, or bad monfoon (kwaade 
moufon )y generally begins in the latter end 
of November, or the beginning of Decem- 
ber. The wind then often blows with great 
violence, and is accompanied by heavy tor- 
rents of rain, which render this leafon very 
unhealthy, and a time of the greateft mor- 
tality. The fame winds are likewife found 
to prevail every where to the fouth of the 
line. They continue till the latter end of 
February, or the beginning of March, and 
then are very variable, till April ; in which 
month, as I was informed, the eafterly 
winds, begin to blow: hence thefe months, 
as' likewife October and part of Novembef-, 

voi. I. 
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arc called the fhiftiiig moivths ; and thefc 
times of the breaking up of the monfoons, 
are efteemed, at Batavii^y ik^ mod unhealthy 
of all. 

It is very remarkable, that when the 
wcftcrly winds blow as far as nine or ten 
degrees to the fouth of the line^ thereon- 
trary takes place, at the fame time, andTo^ 
the fame diftance, to ; the north of it; and 
vice verfa, when the wcftcrly winds prevail 
to the north, the cafterly winds blow to the 
fouth of the line; which alternation is 
greatly helpful to the navigation weftward 
of Java^ 

For fome years paft, it has been obferved 
at Batavidy that the commencement of the 
monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that, 
neither their beginning, nor their end, can be 
depended upon, with fo much certainty, as 
formerly ; the caufe of which has not hither- 
to been difeovered. 

Thunderftorms arc very frequent at Bata^ 
vwy efpecially towards the conclufion of the 
monfoons, when they occur almoft every 
evening. They, however, moftly pafs away 
without doing any damage. I have noticed 
in my journal the only two times, during 

my 
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my rcfidencc there, that they did any; the 
one, in the month of Auguft, 17695 whe^t 
I was at the ifland Onrujl^ where the light- 
ning fell upon the powder-magazine, wholly 
deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortu* 
nately happened, that there was no powder, 
at that time, in the magazine ; the other, 
^hen it (truck the (hip, the Admiral de Rui^ 
/ir, in Odober, 1 770 ; both which accidents 
were however unaccompanied by the de- 
(Irufliqn of any perfon. 

To the beft of my knowledge, there are 
no large rivers in Java^ navigable by vel- 
fels of even a moderate burden, but there 
are many fmall ones, which flowing down 
from the mountains, in a northerly direc- 
tion, run into the lea, all along the north 
coaft; they are, however, moftly choaked 
up at the mouth, by fands, or mudbanks, 
which render their entrances, at low water, 
very difficult to the fmalleft velfels. 

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia^ the 
flood rifes about fix feet, though at fpring- 
tides, as every where, it i$ more* High and 
low water, likewife, only occur once in four- 
and-twenty hours. 

. The productions which the ifland yields, 
0^2 arc 



t *28 ] 

are confiderablc, and of great importance to 
the Company ; more particularly for the laft 
thirty years, in which period, the cultiva- 
tion of coffee, and other articles, has been 
affiduoufly profecuted and encouraged. 

’ The chief produce is pepper, which is 
moftly grown in the weftern part of. the 
ifland. This fpice is produced from a plant f 
of the vine kind, which twines its ten^ 
drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops. 
The pepper corns grow in bunches, clofe to 
each other. They are firft green, but af- 
terwards turn black. When dried, they arc 
firft feparated from the duft, and partly from 
the outward membranous coat, by means of 
a kind of winnow, called a harf^ and then 
laid up in warehoufes. This winnow, or 
harp^ is an oblong frame, with a bottom of 
iron w'ire, clofely twifted, fo that the pep- 
percorns cannot pafs through it ; this is fet 
Hoping, and the ungarbled pepper rolling 
along it, frees itfelf from moft of its im- 
purities. 

The empire of Bantam^ with its depen- 
dencies at Lampotty yield annually to the 

* Piptrnigrum, 

Company,' 
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Company, more than fix millions of pound? 
of this fpice. This pepper is eftcemcd the 
next bed to that which comes from the 
coaft of Malabar. That from Valmhang^ 
of which likewife a very confiderable quan- 
tity is delivered to the Company, as well 
as that of horneoy is of a ii^uch inferior 
quality 

* The price, for which the king of Bantam 
is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced in 
his dominions, is fixed at fix rixdollars, or 
fourteen gilders and eight divers per picol, 
of one hundred and twenty-five pounds 
It has been the opinion of many, that the 
white pepper, is the fruit of a plant, dif- 
tin£l from that which produces the black ; 
this, however, k not the cafe ; they arc 
both the fame produdtion ; but the white is 
manufadhired, by being laid in lime, which 
takes off its outer coat, and renders it 

• See the cxaA quantidet of the imports of pepper at Ba- 
tavtay for one year, from all thefe places, in book iv, chap, 
i, of Mr. Stavorinui’s fecond voyage. T, 

f Equal to about twenty-two Ihillingi fterling per hun- 
dred weight Eogliih, or nearly twopence halfpenny per 
^und, 


^3 


whitift. 
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^vhitilh. This is done before the pepper is 
pcrfcdly dry. 

Rice * is the fccond produft of Java^ and 
is colkfted in large quantities, efpeclally in 
the empire of Java proper. It grows 
chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has 
Ijcen fown, and has Ihot up, about two or 
three handbreadths, above the ground, it is 
tranfplanted by little bundles, of fix or morfc 
plants, in rows 5 then by the damming up 
of the many rivulets, which abound in this- 
country, the rice is inundated, in the rainy 
fcafon, and kept under water, till the ftalks 
have attained lufBcient ftrength ; when the 
land is drained, by opening the dams, and 
it is loon dried, by the great heat of the 
fun. 

At the time of the rice-harveft, the fields 
have much the lame appearance, as our 
wheatand barley-fields, and afford an equally 
rich Icene of golden uniformity. 

The iickle is not ufed in rcaping the rice, 
but inftead of it a fmal! knife, with which 
the ftalk is cut, about a foot under the car ; 
this is done, one by one, and they arc then 


hound 
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bound into flicaves, the tenth of which i$ the 
reward of the mower. 

The faddee^ which is the name given to 
the rice, whilft in the hulk ^^ docs not grow> 
like wheat and barley, in compaft ears, but 
like oats, in loofe fpikes. It is not threflicd, 
to feparate it from the hulk, but ftamped in 
large wooden blocks, hollowed out ; and the 
ihore it is ftamped, the whiter it becomes 
when boiled. The native Indians, through- 
out the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as 
their principal food. 

Java has been called the granary of the 
eaft, on account of the immenfc quantity 
of rice which it produces. The other 
iflands in this neighbourhood, yield little or 
none, except Celebes^ where enough is grown 
to provide likewife Amboyna with this ftafF 
of life. 

In the year 1 767, the quantity of feven 

thoufand lafts, or thirty-one millions of 

• 

« The following, befides many othen, are names applied 
to rice.. in its different ilages of growth and preparation: 
paddee^ original name of the feed : grain of lad feafon ; 

the rice-plants before tranfplantation; or hray^ 
rice dripped of its hufle ; cbarrMpy rice cleaned for boiling ; 
mffccy boiled rice, &c. T, 

4 pounds 
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poun48 of rice *, wa» requirod, and fur- 
niflied, for the confumption of Batavia, Cey- 
Un, and Banda, from the ifland of *Java. 

Sugar is liltewife an article, which is 
produced in large quantities in 'jan^a, and 
brought to Batavia. The quantity of thir- 
teen millions of pounds, manufa^ured in the 
year 1 768 in the province of Jacatra alone, 
is fufficient to flicw, with what lajfurianae 
the fugarcanc -I- flouriflics here. Much of 
it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat 
and the coaft of Malabar, and the reft to 
Europe. Moft of the fugarmiUs arc kept 
and worked by Chinefe. 

A fourth prodnflion of the ifland, is cof- 
fee. The plantations of it are, however, 
peculiarly confined to the provinces of Cie- 
ribon and Jaccatra. The tree ^ which pro- 
duces this berry, was firft introduced into 
Java m 1722, or 1723, under the govern- 
ment of the governor general Zwaarde- 
KROON, who greatly, encouraged ifce culti- 
vation of it, among the javanefe. It is at 

** H,ooo tons, or 280,000 ewU T, 
t Smeebarm 9jk'mMm* 

% 

fftmt 
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prefcnt fo much multiplied^ that in the 
year 1768, Jmatra furnifted 4,465,500 
pounds weight to the Company, who paid 
no more, according to the beft of my know- 
ledge, than three rixdollars and a half, or 
eight gilders eight ftivers, per picol of a 
hundred and twenty-five. pounds 

Cotton-yarn, is likewife an important ob- 
jeft of trade, which Java furniflies to the 
Company. It is fpun by the Javanefe, from 
the cotton which is produced, in great 
plenty, in the interior parts. The province 
of Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more than 
133 picols, or 16,225 pounds, which was 
1875 pounds lels than ought to have been 
dcU'^ ered by the Indians, according to the 
quota impolcd upon them ; but this deficiency 
was occafioned by a feafon of uncommon 
drought, by which the cotton-crop had been 
materially injured, 

* Mr, Statorinui corre^li this ftatement, with refpeft to 
the price, in his fecond voyage, where he informs up, that the 
rate at which the Company paid for the coffee, was four rix- 
dollars per picol, being equal to about 14/. ^d. fterling per 
cwb } but other accounts, make this article fttnd them in the 
fame proponion as the pepper, twopence halfpenny per pound, 
or about 1/. 2/. per cwt. : the firft is probably what is paid to 
the, cul^vators, and the bft the mvQice«vaiue, being with the 
iddititn of the charges. 7 *. 

Salt, 
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Salt, much of which is brought from 
Rembang to Batavia, is equally an article 
of trade for the company, who difpofc of 
it, for a handfome profit, at Sumatrans weft 
coaft. 

Another produd of the country, is indigo, 
which is moftly (hipped to Europe, The 
culture of the plant which produces this 
dye is profecuted with vigour in the pro#* 
vince of Jaccatra. In the year 1 768, the 
natives were afleflfed at 6,1 25 pounds, though 
they only furnifhed 2,875 pounds. 

Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo 
bro\ight from the northeaft coaft of Ja^a, to 
Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch 
of trade for the Company ; but it is of great 
importance for (hip-building, and other pur- 
pofes •f*. 

From all this, the great importance of 
this ifland to the Company, is very apparent. 
It produces fome of their moft con(iderable 
articles of commerce, and provides the great- 
eft part of their Indian poiTeiEons with food, 

• tndigef^a ilnama, 

•f See the more ample iccount given of the articles of 
trade of J«va^ in book iv, chap. 1, of Mr, Stavciihoi's 
fecood voyage. T. 

not . 
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not to fay any thing of the laft mentioned 
advantage, of furnifhirig materials for (hip- 
building. 

The ifland is extremely abundant in fruit- 
bearing trees. In the firft place, there is 
the cocoanut-palm *, which is well known. 
The Suri tree, which yields the palm- 
wine, or toddy. Chijja-oranges of which 
tl^ere are |wo forts, one of a large, and Ac 
other of a fmaller fize. The tamarind- 
trec J, whofc fruit confifts in pods, contain- 
ing the tamarind, a fpungy fubftance, in 
which the beans or ftones are inclofed. The 
pompelmoes^ or (haddock ||, the fruit of which 
is one of- the mod wholcfome, on account 
of its refrcfhing quality and tafte. 

Next the durioon^ or drioon-Xxtt §, the 

fruit 


Cttm mtcifirg. . 

<)■ Citrus i.urantium, 

^ Tamtrmdut indica. 

y Citrus detumatm \ the (haddock is a Urge lemon, of the 
Cae of a child’a headj the juice U moderately acid, and 
qujp^hes third ; it is cooling, antifeptic and amifcorbutic. T, 
$ The botanical rank of the though it is particu* 

larly noticed in Coox's voyage in the Endeawur, as well 
u by Dr. Thu n sat c, feems not to have been yetafeer* 
ttioed i the foUowing account of the tree whicb produces it, 
ibm MARiOBK,ODay perhaps bt helpful to the botaoid: 

“ The 
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fruit of which is inclofed in a hard fhell, of 
the frzc of a man’s head^ and fomctimes 
larger ; it has a moft difagreeablc fmell, 
which is extremely ofTenfive to thofe who 
have never eat of it ; when once, however; 
the fruit is tafted, the loathing which its 
odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome, 
and ufe makes it, in .the end, fo familiar, 
tint it is generally preferred keyoqd all 
other fruits. It is a ftrong ftimulative, and 
is therefore much prized by the Chinefe. 
The Surfak^ixe^ ^ has a fruit of a fimilar 
kind with the durioon, but it is not accom- 
panied by fuch a fetid fmell. 

The 

** The tree ia large and lofty j the leaves are fmail in pro^ 

“ portion, but in rhemfcives long and pointed. The blol- 
“ I'oms grow in clulkrs, on the ftem and larger branches. 

Tile petals are five, of a ycllowifli white, furrounding five 
“ bunches of ftamina, each bunch containing about twelve,* 
and each ftamen having four anther®. The pointal is 
** knobbed at top. When the (lamina and petals fail, the 
“ cmpalcmcnt refcrables a fungus, and is nearly the fliapc of 
“ a Scotch-bonnet. The fruit is not unlike the breadfruit, 

“ but larger and rougher on the ouifidc.” It has by f^c 
been conlounded with ih^brcadfruit. Dr. Thunbbro fays, 
it is coniidercd as diuretic, and fudorific, and ftrviccabic iit 
expelling w ind. T. 

* This’fcems to be the nancM, or jakes of Cook, and' the 
^rtkUrmaebim^ of Thunb£io ; or what is commonly 

called 
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The mango-tree * deferves equally to be 
noticed ; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin, 
otloag fliape, and is about the fize of a 
goofe’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a 

yellow colour, and foft. When peeled, it 
has a flefhy fnbftance. Within, it is of an 
orange colour, like a melon, with which 
its flavour has likevvile feme analogy ; but 
if* the mango be a good one, it is much 
more delicious. . In the centre, is a large 
kernel. When green, it is made into aU- 
jar -j" ; for this, the kernel is taken out, and 
the fpacc filled up with ginger, pimento, 
and other fpicy ingredients, after which it 
is pickled in vinegar, and is fent to all parts, 
as prefents, or otherwife. 

called' the jack, by the Engilfh ; at Batavia^ it is generally 
of the fize of a large melon: its fmell fomewhat rcfcmbles 
that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic ; the outer coat is 
covered with angular prickles, and contains a number of 
feeds, or kernels (which, when roafted, eat like chefnuts) 
inclofed in a flelhy fubftance, of a rich, but to llran* 
gers, too ilrong a flavour, but which gains upon th« 
taftc. r. 

^ Mangtfera inJiea, 

f Articles prefcrved in vinegar, with pepper and other 
fpices, are called Mttjar ; befides mangos, the 'riijd of melons, 
cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic roots of tiie bam- 
boo-tree, with various other roots, fruits and vegetables, arc 
nude into attjar, 7*. 

5 
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The numgo^tanges^ or mangoftcen ♦, is 
efteemed the moft delicicous fruit that js 
produced in the Indies. It Is generally of 
the fizc of an apple, and refemblcs a pome- 
granate in appearance, only it is larger 
and thicker, and its coat is not fo tough. 
The fruit, when ftripped of the outward rind, 
appears like a little apple, of a fnow-whitc 
hue, compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the 
t\zt of a joint of a finger, having a black 
ftone in the infidc ; they are very foft an4 
juicy, and their flavour is fo delightfully rc- 
frclhing that it is indcfcribable. The taftc 
feemed to me, to approach the neareft to 
that of the peach ; but it is rather more mel- 
low to the taftc. The tree which produces 
it, is about the fize of a common plum-tree. 
I met with people, who alfured me, they 
had been cured of a dyfcntcry of long ftand- 
ing, by eating large quantities of this fruit ; 
though others were of opinion, that it pro- 
duced a contrary efFcQ. The rind has a 
ftrong aftringent power, and might perhaps 
be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red co- 
lour 

t The Chlocic ufe the rind of the niniofieea for dyiiie 

hbek. r. 

Lemoa 
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Lemon * and lime-trees, are here like- 
wUe in great plenty. There is alfo a cer> 
tain fruit called katappa -f-, which is like 
our walnuts, but better tailed. It grows 
a high tree, which alFords an agree- 
able {hade, and is inclofed in a green hulk, 
in which it lies in rolls, and is as white as 
milk. 

* Pineapples are produced in large quan* 
ties, and are therefore little elleemed at 
Batavia I they are generally fold for the 
value of a ftiver (penny) apiece, and fome* 
times for lefs. 

Befides thefc, there are many other kinds 
of fruit, produced upon the ifland, which arc 
too numerous for me to mention here ||. 

The 


* Citrus meJicM. 

f Tcnumalia catapfd. 

X Brmtliu ananas, 

II The fruits molt worthy of remark, befidci the above, 
arc the following : the fifang,os bananas {mufa paraJiJiaca) of 
which there are feveral forts, the belt, fifang is a de« 

licious and wholefome fhijt, with a ihin coat, and an inner 
pulpy part, which is fweetilh, and fomewhat mealy ; it U 
eaten both raw, and drelfed in various w^ The jamim 
{tugemamakKctnJss)^ which is of a deep red colour, and oval 
ihipe : the largeft are not bigger than a fmall ailjplr ; it it 
pMaot and cooling, though it has not much flavour. The 
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The native inhabitants, are all cortimonly 
called Javanefe, whether they belong to the 

kingdom 

jam^oo tyer-mauef’ (fugenia jamhoj)^ which both 
a*id tatUs like c>)nfcrvc of rofes. The papaym {emt* 
faf^aya)^ wl.it 0 Is as large as a fmall melon, and the 
yellow pulp within, has nearly the fame tafte. The 
fwcetfop (attrtotia /i^uame/a), which confifts of a mafs of 
large kerntU, from whivh the furrounding pulp, which is 
very fwcer, and of a mealy nature, is fucked. The cuftard- 
apple (annonj reticulata) ^whkU derives its Englifli n.ame from 
the likeuefs which its while and rich pulp bears to a cuftard. 
The ramhutan (fiephelium lappaeeum)^ which grows in la^gc 
ilufters, and very much refcmbles a chefnut, with the 
hulk on i the eatable part is fmall in quantity, but its acid is 
rich and pleafaut, and perhaps more agreeable than any other 
in the whole vegetable kingdom. bilmbing (avtrrhoa 

btltmb the bihmhmg bfJJ: (avtrrhsa carambolu), and the 
(hnmelU {avenboa aetJn)^ which arc three fpecies of one 
genus, and though they differ in fhape, arc nearly the fame 
in tjitc ; the hrft is oblong, of the thickiieG of a finger, and 
fo four, that it cannot be eaten alone ; the bilimbing beffe, is 
ail egglike pentagonal fruit, about the fizc of a pear, and is 
the leall acid of the three ; the laft is eitremely acid, and of a 
fmall roundilh, irregular (hapo, growing in cluftera clofe to 
the branch, and containing each a 6ngl« feed i they all make 
excellent pickles, and four faucc. The guava {pfiJitm)^ 
which is well know'n in the WclUndiei. The boa biJarrm 
{rhatnnus jujuha) which is arouiMi yellow fruit, about the free 
of a goofeberry;. Its flavour ii like that ot an apple, but it 
has the aftringcncy of a crab. The nam nam (cf^tra earn- 
which in (hape fomcwhal refcmblct a kidney; it is 
about three inches long, and the outfide b very rough ; it b 
fc^om caicn raw. The funtul {tnchilia) which, within a 

thick 
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kingdom of Bantam^ or to any other part of 
Java ; thofe of Madura^ bear the name of 
their ifland. They are of a middling fizc, 
and in gencrd well-proportioned, of a light 
brown colour, with a broad forehead, and 
a flattilh nofe, which has a fmall curve down- 
wards at the tip. Their hair is black, and 
is always kept finooth and fliining, with 
cocoanut-oil. They are, in general, proud 
and lazy, as well as cowardly. Their prin- 
cipal weapon is a kris, which is a kind of 
^^ggcr, like a Imall-iized couteau de chajfe^ 
and which they always carry with them. 
The handle, 'or hilt, is made of different ma- 
terials, more or Icfs valuable, according to 


thick fkin, contains kernels like thofe of the mangoftcen, 
but which arc both acid and artringent. The madja {hmom), 
which contains, under a hard brittle (hell, a lightly acid pulp, 
which cannot be eaten without fugar. The jalac {calamus 
rotOHg xalacca)^ which is the fruit of a prickly bufli, and has 
a iiogular appearance, being covered with fcalcs, like thofe 
of a lizard ; it is nutritious and well tailed, ;n flavour fomc- 
what rcfcmbliiig a llrawbcrry. The fokke fokkn (fJanum 
ml9Mgena)y which is of a purple blue colour, in Ibape like a 
peftr, and of various fizes \ it bas an agreeable tade when 
boiled. Watermelons {arhufes)^ which ire in great plenty, 
and voy good. Grapes, melons, piimpkinsj pomegranates, 
and figs, appear to be the only European fruits to tv met with 
at ; though drawberries, and fome others, jire faid 

to thrive in the interior j>am of the country. T, 

VOX,. X. R 
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the wealth or dignity of the wcarcn iThe 
blade is of well-hardened fteel, of a fetpen-^ 
tine ftiape, and thus capable of making a 
large and wide wounds It is often poifoned, 
and, in that cafe, caufes immediate death. 
Arrogant towards their inferiors, they arc 
no lefs cringing with refpeft to their fu- 
periors, or whoever from whom they have 
any favour to expeft. , 

Their drefs confifts in a piece of cotton, 
which they wrap round the waift, and draw- 
ing it between the legs, faften it behind. 
They are otherwife naked, excent that they 
wear a fmall cap on the head. This is the 
drefs of the common people. Thofc of 
more conlidcration, wear a wide Moorifli 
coat of flowered cotton, or other fluff, and 
in general turbaiids, inftead of the little 
caps. They fuftcr no hair, but that of the 
head, to grow, and eradicate it carefully 
wherever it appears elfewhcrc. 

The dreli of the women is little better 
than that of the men ; it confifts in a piece 
of cotton-cloth, which they call faron^ and 
which, wrapping round the body, juft covers 
the bofom, under which it is faftened, and 
hangs down to the' knees, and*lbmetimes to 

the 
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the ancles ; the flioulders, and part of the 
back, remain uncovered. The hair of the " 
head, which they wear very long, isf turned 
up, and twifted round the head like a fillet, 
faftened with long bodkins of different forts 
of wood, tortoifefhell, (liver, or gold, ac- 
cording to the rank or wealth of the lady. 
This headdrefs, is called a conde^ and is al(b 
in vogue among the Batavian ladieis. It is 
often like wife adorned with a variety of 
flowers. 

Both men and women, are very fond of 
bathing, especially in the morning. The 
children, of both fexes, go entirely naked, 
till about eight or nine years of age. Twelve 
or thirteen is their age of puberty. 

The Javanefe are polygamifts; they marry 
as ]TiVii\y wives as they can maintain, and 
take their female (laves, bcfidcs, for concu- 
bines. This, however, of coiirfe, docs not 
take place with the common people, who 
muft be content with one wife, becaufe they 
cannot afford to keep more. The women 
arc proportionally more comely than the 
men j and they are very fond of white men. 
They are jealous in the extreme, and know 
how to make an European, with whom 
R 2 they 
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they have had a love-affair, and who proves 
inconftant, dearly repent both his incon- 
tinence, and his ficklenefs, by adminifter- 
ing certain drugs to him, by which he is 
difqualificd from the repetition of either. 
People of the utmoft credibility at Batavia,^ 
have related to me, too many examples of 
this refinement of female revenge, to render 
the circumftance at all doubtful. 

# 

Their dwellings may, with greater pro- 
priety, be called huts, than houfes. They 
are conftrufled of fplit bamboos, interlaced 
or matted, plalftered with clay, and cover- 
ed with attapy or the leaves of 'the cocoa- 
nut-tree. The entrance is low, and is 
without a door or fhutter. The whole 
hoiife, ufually confifts of but one apartment, 
in which, hufband, wife, children, and fome- 
times their poultry, of which they keep a 
great many, pig together on the ground. 
They alway choofe a fhady place to build 
in, or plant trees all round. Such as pof- 
fcls more property, are provided with a 
little more comfort and convenience; but 
it is always in a wretched, paltry manner. 

Their chief food is boiled rice, with a little 
fifh, and their drink, water. They do not, 

however^ 
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however, rejedt a little arrack, when they 
can obtain it. They are almoft continually 
chewing betel, or pinang^ and likewife a 
fort of tobacco, produced here, and there- 
s^fore denominated Java tobacco, which they 
fmokc, through pipes made of reed; 
they fometimes put opium into their pipes 
with the tobacco, in order to invigorate 
flielr fpirits, but the continual ufe of it, 
rather deadens them; I faw fome, who had 
been too immoderate in this* indulgence, who 
fat like ftatues, with open, fixed eyes, and 
lpeechlcfs)i 

They have no tables or chairs ; but fit 
upon the ground, or upon mats, with their 
legs crofled under them. They do not either 
make ufe of any knives, forks, or fpoons, 
but eat with their fingers. 

They have a certain kind of mufical in- 
ftruments, called gomgoms, confifting in hol- 
low iron bowls, of various fizes and tones, 
upon which a man ftrikes with an iron, or 
wooden flick, which do not make a dif- 
agreeable harmony, and are .not unlike a 
fet of bells. 

They arc very fond of cockfighring, for 
which they keep a peculiar breed. Though 
E 3 they 
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they may be ever ib poor, they will fooner 
dU'pofc of every other part of their property, 
than fell their gamecocks. They arc bci- 
fidcs, obliged to pay a tax to the company 
for thcle fowls; and this duty is yearly^ 
farmed at Batavia^ and forms part of the 
revenues of the province of Jaccatra. In 
the year 1 770, it amounted to 420 gliders 
per month*; it is, however, only in that 
province that they arc liable to it. 

A kind of tennis-play, is alfo a favourite 
divcrfion among them, and they^are very 
handy and dexterous at it. Theytllrike the 
ball with their feet, knees, or elbows, 
whither they cluifc, and receive it ba^k, 
.thus keeping it for fome time in continual 
motion, without its touching the ground; 
the ball is generally of the lize of a maifs 
head, hollow, and made of matted reeds. 

Their manner of falutation, confifts in 
touching the forehead with the right hand, 
accompanied by a flight inclination of the 
body. 

The Mahometan religion, is predominant 
over the whole ifland. It is faid, that far 
inland, ‘over the mountains, towards the 
* About 3^/. loj. or 426/. per tnniun. T, 

fbuth 
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foutli fide of the ifland, there are ftill fome 
of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met 
with. Mofques, or places of prayer of the 
Mahomcdans, arc ereded all over the iflaiid ; 
-^^ihcre is a very famous one near Cberibmy 
bu^l did not fee it. They are very parti- 
cular and nice, about the tombs of their 
faints, and will fuffer nothing unbecoming 
t6 be done, upon or near them ; an inftance 
of which has been already related. 

They have both male and female phy- 
ficians, wl|p have been known to efFcft very 
furprifing cures, by means of their know- 
ledge of the medicinal and vulnerary herbs, 
produced in their country. They have fomc- 
times greater praftice, among the Europeans 
at Batavia^ than thofc phyficians, who have 
been regularly bred, and come over from 
Europe ; yet, they have no knowledge what- 
ever of anatomy. Much fridion of the af- 
feded parts, is one of their chief means of 
cure. This is done with two fingers of the 
right hand, which are prelfed down by the 
left, and pafiTcd continually ^ downwards, 
after having firll: anointed the part with 
water mixed with fine ground wood, or 
with oil. 


For 
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For the purpofes of agriculture, they ufc 
bufFiilocs, inftead of horfes, though there 
are enough of the laft, but of a diminutive 
fize. Thcfc buffaloes are very large animals, 
bigger and heavier than our larged oxen, 
furniftied with great ears, and horns v.luch 
project draight forward, and are bent in- 
wards. A hole is bored through the car- 
tilage of the nofc, and thefe huge animals 
are guided by a cord which is paffed through 
it, They arc generally of an a(h-grey 
colour, and have little eyes, They are fo 
accuftomed to be conduced tljree times a 
day into the water, to cool thcmielves, that 
without it, they cannot be brought to work. 
The female gives milk, but it is little valued 
by the Europeans, on account of its acri** 
monious nature. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Batavia, — the River of Jaccatra. — fTa- 
Jerfort. — The Bar at the Mouth of the River, 
— The Caftle, — BuilAngs in, and near it , — 
^^alU of the City —Gate^ . — Admh aity- wharf 
Qu :rterfr the IVorkmen — Churches, — Houjes , — 
CiA fe I!cufs»—M'ijfacre of the Chineje, in 1740 , 
— on Rents — Bank of Batavia. — • 
Suhu 'hs, — T'he Chi nefe Campon, — Character of the 
Cbinefe. — I'beir A ppearance, — Drejs. — Rehgion, 
— Temples, — Dlvinaiio 1. — Tombs. — Environs of 
B A T A V . — Roads. — Streets, 

TThE city of Batavia^ ftylcd by our own, 
ai>d foreign travellers, who have formerly 
vifited it, the Queen of the Eaft, on ac- 
count of the beauty of its buildings, and the 
immenfe trade which it carries on, is fitu- 
ated very near the fea, in a fertile plain, in 
the kingdom of Jaccatra, upon the river 
of that name, which, running through the 
middle of the town, divides it into two 
parts. To the north of the city, is the fea- 
Ihore; behind it, to the fouth, the land 
rifes with a gentle, and fcarceiy^erceptible, 
acclivity up to the mountains, which lie 
fifteen or fixteen Dutch miles, or leagues, 

inland j 
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inland ; one of thefe, which is very high, 
bears the nanoe of the Blue mountain, 

The fingular circumftances, which gave 
rife to the building of this city, are too well 
known in hiftory, and too circumftantlally 
related by Valentyn, that I fliould r^^t 
them here 1 (hall only make mention of 
iuch changes, as have taken place in the 
^cIty, fince the time his work was writtem 

* The bed account, in the En^lifh language, of the found- 
ation and rife of Batavia^ is to be found in tlie. Modern Uni- 
vcnal Hiftory, vol. x, page 304, &c. TAis is compiled 
from Valent yn’s great work, entitled Qua en Nieunv Ooji- 
Inaie^ and from other Dutch writers* It was in 1619, that 
the governor general, John Piitkesen Coen, took the 
town of Jaccatra^ which he in a great meafure dedroyed, 
and founded another city, not exaidly on the fame fpot, but 
▼cry near ir, to which he gave the name of Batanjia^ though 
It is (aid, tliat he much wifhtd to have callct! it Hom^ 
from the place of his nativit), //o>» in North Holland. AI- 
tlvough then an inconfidcrable place, in point of drength and 
beauty, he declared it the capital of the Dutch fcitlemcnts in 
India ; his choice of the ntnation was fo jud, his plan fo well 
contrived, and every thing throve fo fad under his care, that 
JSa/av/a rofc unparalleled rapidity to that magnificence 
and importance, which have rendered it, both the admiration 
and the dread, of all the more cadern nations of the Indies ; 
and which dill -dazzle and overawe them, although the city 
has, for ihcfc lad fifty years, greatly declined, both as to 
opulence and pop\ilAt;nn. -T. 


(1726); 
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(1726) ; at leaft, in fo far as I had occalion 
to obferve them. 

The city is an oblong fquarc, the (horteft 
fides facing the north and fouth, and the 
longed the eaft and weft. 

TBto^h the middle of the city, from 
fouth to north, runs, as before faid, the ri- 
ver of Jaccatra^ over which there are three 
bridges, one at the upper end of the town, 
another at the lower part, near the caftle, 
and the third about the middle, being thence 
called the ^iddlepoint bridge. Two of thefe 
are built of^one. Clofe by the mlddlemoft, 
there is a large fquare redoubt, provided 
with fomc -pieces of cannon, which com- 
mand the river, both up and downwards. 

The breadth of the river, within the 
city, is about 160 or 180 feet. It runs into 
the fea, part the caftic and the admiralty- 
wharf. On both fides of the mouth, are 
long piers, of wood and brick-work, about 
3,800 feet in length, taken from the moat 
of the city. The eaftern pier, which was 
repaired, and in a great mcafure rebuilt, a 
few years ago, coft the Compdlvj^ 36,218 
lixdollars in timber, and 36,320 rixdollars 
in mafonry, making, at forty-eight ftivers, 

/^ 74 , 
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which is, in faft, a large 
fum, when it be confidered, that the timber 
cofts the Company but little money, as it is 
produced, in abundance, in Java, 

The vefTels belonging to the free mer- 
chants, are laid up, and repaired, belKvcen 
thefe piers, on the well fide ; bui'along the 
eaft fide, the palFage remains open, for the 
lighters, which go in and out of the cky, 
with the cargoes of the (hips. 

At the outward point of the eaftern pier, 
there is a Ihed, which ferves foryn liable for 
the horfes, which draw the ^all vcflels 
and boats up and down the river. 

Oppofitc to this, is a hornwork, com- 
monly called the Water-YovXy \vhich was 
built during the government of the governor 
general Van Imhoff, at an immenfe ex- 
pcncc to the Company; for fevcral large 
(hips were obliged to be funk, on account of 
the depth of water on the fpot, in order to 
lay a good foundation, for building the fort. 
It is conftiucled of a kind of coral-rock, 
and defended by feveral heavy cannon It 

* About ^b'ooo/. fterlinj;. 7*. 

I In ;7C)3, when Lord Macartney vifited Batavia^ this 
jbrt had, mounted and 'diunounted, fouitccn guns and two 
kowit^rrs. T, 
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has barracks within it, for the garrifon ; and 
there is no other approach to it, than along 
the weftern pier, It is at prefent very 
much out of repair, and the walls begin to 
fuik and fall down, in many places. 

. The objefls for which this fort was erefled, 
feem tf^Jiavc been, the defence of the road, 
and of the entrance of the river ; yet, in 
both thefe refpefts, it is now of little advan- 
tage, for the anchoring-place is now fo far 
removed from this fortification, by the cn- 
creafe of the mudbaiik, which lies before 
the river, V^at, although its guns might 
reach the ftjips in the road, little damage 
could be done, on either fide, at fuch a dif- 
tance and as to what regards the defence 
of the river’s mouth, that is of very trifling 
importance ; for the daily and continual eii- 
credfe of the bar, renders the water much 
too (hallow for large vcifclN, and an enemy 
would never feek to effect a landing there, 
but would always prefer an cafy, firm, fea- 

■* Ary Huysiks, who wrote an account of the Dutch 
fcttlcmenrs in Indiai in 1789, and luid been at Batavia a few 
years before, fays, that, in his time, a trial h><i been made of 
the heavy artillery at the mouth of the harbpui^l^^nd that it 
was found fuflicient to command and |>roteA the extent 
of the road. . T. 

beach, 
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beach, fuch as is to be met with beyond 
Anspl 

The abovementioned bank, or bar, lies 
dirc6llyd)efore the mouth of the river, and 
extends a great way to the weft, and but a 
little to the caft, for which realbnSyfuch 
vcffcls as arc deeply laden, muft go round 
by the caft fide, clofe along the eaftern pier, 
in order to ^^et within the bar. It is con* 
tiniially cncrcafing towards the road, by 
which, the place where the (hips lie, is more 
and mote removed from the city. To the 
weftward, it is dry in lome plac/;s. 

Right before the mouth or the river, 
from which the fhallovvcft part of the bank 
is diftant about 600 or 650 Tect^ there is, at 
low water, no more than one, or one and a' 
half, foot; (b that a common (hip’s boat 
cannot get over it, but muft alfo go round 
its caft end. When the feabreeze blows 
frelh, it makes a troublefome and cockling 

At An jaly and at Ta-jongpeura^ to the e.iftward of the 
city, on the feacoaP, there are flron^ forts, and to the weft- 
'^ard, at Ankay^ and the Ktva!. On the landfide, 

is covered, by the forts at Jaccatra^ the W'a- 

ttringplact^’^A^vick^ ice j though thefe are merely defences 
jgtinft Ac natives, aLcl.arc moft of them, little better than 
fortified bouib. V'. 


fea; 
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fca; and a wcift, or bad, moiifoon fcldom 
paflTes, without the lofe of flfeie vcffels 
upon it. 

This fttoalnefs of the water, is faid to be the 
confequence of a violent earthquake, which 
took tolace in Java^ in the latter end of the 
laft and by which the river of 

^accatra was partly (lopped up. Yet the 
gr^eateft encreafe of the bank, lias been fincc 
the year 173c ; and it is to be apprehended, 
that the river will, in time, become wholly 
unnavigaWc, and iifclefs, by it. 

The cafffe, or citadel, of Baf/ivm, which 
forms the north boundary of the eaftern di- 
vifion of the city, is a regular, Iquare fortrefs, 
with four baftions, which are coiinefted by 
high curtains, except on the fouth fide, 
where the curtain was broken down during 
the government of Baron Van Imhof, 
The walls and ramparts, are built of coral- 
rock, and are about twenty feet in height. 
It is furrounded by a wet ditch, over winch, 
on the fouth fide, lies a drawbridge. Be- 
tween the moat and the buildings within 
the fort, on this fide, there is a l^rge area 
or cfplanade. In the centre of the b^fldings 
that look towards the city, is a great gate, 

and 
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and then a broad paffage, with warchoufca 
on each fidq| leading to another cfplanadc, 
on the north fide, enclofed between the 
ramparts and the buildings, all which is ap- 
propriated to the life of the Company 

The government-houfe, which forms the 
left wing of the buildings looking^^o the 
fouth, is provided with numerous and con- 
venient apartments, but is at prefeht unin- 
habited. In it, is a large hall, in which the 
council of India generally affemble twice a 
a week ; this is adorned with the portraits 
of all the governors general, who Save ruled 
in India, fince the eftablilhment of the com- 
pany. 

Clofc by, is a little church, or chapel. 


* Captain Parish’s account of this fortrefs, in Macart- 
HIy’s Embalfy to China, 1793. is as follows: — “ A little 
“ above was the caftic; a regular, fquare fort, but without 
** ravelins or other outworks. It had two guns mounted on 
“ each flank, and two, or fometimes three, on each face; 
** they were not en barbtttf^ nor properly tmbrofurty but in 
** a Gtuation between both, having both their difad vantage^ 
“ without the advantages of cither. The wall was of mx- 
^ ** fonry, about twenty-four feet high. It had no ditch, but 
a canal furrounded it at fome diflance. It had no cordon. 
** The length^ the exterior fidt of the work was about 700 
feet.'* 9 ome further particulars, both of the town and of 
the caftle, are given in Stavorinus'i fccond voyage. T* 

ufually 
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ufvially called the Caftle-churcb, and a little 
more forwards, is a e rps-de^garJe, where a 
party of dragoons always mount guard. 

Over the caftb-bridge there Is a great 
plain, or I'quare, planted with tamarind- 
trees,. which afford a very agreeable (hade. 
The ^itrajice to it from the city, is over a 
bridge, and through a large and ftately gate. 
This Is mounted by a bold cupola, fjom 
which an oftagon turret rifes, containing a 
large clock, which is the only public one to 
be met with at Batavia, It was built under 
the goveru/nciit of Baron Van Imhof, as 
appears by an infeription over the gateway, 
and forms no trifling embcllifhmcnt of the 
city. 

On the left fide of the gate, is a large 
building, which ferves as a corps-de-garde^ 
having in front a long gallery, refting upon 
a row of pillars. A captain's guard of gre- 
nadiers, are generally ported here. 

On the weft fide of the fquare, ftand the 
Company’s artillery-houfe, and the diipen* 
fary, or provifion-magazinc, both of which 
reach behind, to the river fide, fo that the 
goods are taken in and out cf the ?i^hter$, 
with the greateft eafe. This is an advan- 

VoL. I. s tage 
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tage which is pofTened by almoil aB the 
Company’s warehoufcs and repolitories in 
Batavia. 

On the oppofite fide, is the iron-maga- 
tine, and what is termed the grafi-plat, 
being the place of execution for criminals': 
this is an artificial Iquare eminCl!», upon 
which there is a gallows, and fome polls, be- 
hind it is a finall building, with windows, 
looking towards the place of execution, 
whence the counfellors of juftice behold the 
completion of their fentences*. j 

There are a number of pieces, of artillery, 
both iron and brafs, and of all forts and 
fizcs, together with other warlike imple- 
ments, ranged upon the plain. Any one 
may ride through the gate we have juft men- 
tioned, as far as the drawbridge of the caftlc, 
but not over it, unlefs he have the rank of 
fenior merchant, or higher. 

The city is encircled by a wall of coral- 

» It is cuftomarx throughout Hollanti, and its depend- 
encies, for the magittrates, or judges, who have pafled f-n,»nTf 
upon criminais, to preSde at the eaecution of it. This is, in 
Europe, muerally done upon fome open piace before their 
townhaiU; from the windows of which, the magiftrates, drefled 
20 thrir robes of cctcmtmy, behtdd the execution. T. 
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rock*, defended by twcn'y-two baftions.or 
bulwarks, all provided with artillery, and 
furrounded by a broad moaf, in which there 
is feldom any want of water, that being 
conveyed into it out of the river. 

Batavia has five gates ; one at the call 
fide, which is called the Rotterdam gate; 
two to the fouth, the New gate, and the 
IXeft gate; one to the weft, the Utrecht 
gate ;• and one on the north fide, to the weft 
of the river, called the Square gate. 

Near toVhe laft*tncntioned gate, and oppo* 
fite to the caftle, is the admiralty-wharfi 
and not far off, th* warehoufes for naval 
ftores, as likewife the worklhops of the car* 
penters, coopers, failmakcrs, and fmlths, 
with other offices that relate to the fhipping. 
Here are alfo the houftrs of the com- 
mandant*, and comptrollers of equipment# 
who were formerly obliged to refidc upon 
the wharf ; but for fome years paft, this re- 
gulation has not been obferved, and they 
now live in other, and more pleafant, parts 
of the town. • 

* St GRotot StAUWTON r«ys tbtt ptrt of the (own-wall 
p cooftrui^^d of lava, ,» hichf » of a dark blue colou'-, of a very 
hard, denfe texture, cmui a metallic found, and refcmblcf 
Very muck iojoc of the kn of Vefuvius. T. 

sa la 
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In the Ibutheaft corner of the city, dofe 
to the ramparts, lies what is called the 
Ambagtjkwartier^ or the workmen’^s qnar* 
ter, in which all the mechanics and labour- 
ers, who are employed by the Company in 
their buildings, have their abode. The 
journeymen work here, under rtfaiters of 
their relpedtivc trades, carpenters, fmiths, 
plumbers, braziers, mafons, and others, who 
are all accountable to the chief of the quar- 
ter, who is called fabriek^ or hefid work- 
man, and has generally the rank of /nerchant. 
Bcfidcs a great number of Europeans, who 
are employed here, there are full a thoufand 
flaves, who belong to this quarter, by which 
the Company incurs an enormous expence, 
with little benefit from their labour, which 
generally turns to the advantage of indivi- 
dual members of the government. 

There are three churches for the re- 
formed religion, witliiii the city, in which 
icrvice is performed in the Dutch, Portu- 
guefe, and Malay languages, and one with- 
out the gates,^ which is called the outer 
Portuguefe church. Befides thefc, there is 
a Lutheran church, which was built during 
the government of Baron Van Imhof, not 

hi 
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far from the caftlc ; this Jaft is provided wiA 
a fine organ, and a very handibme pulpit. 

The town-hall, and other public build- 
ings, arc circumftantially deferibed by Va- 
LENTYK, and I (hall not, therefore, make 
further mention of them. 

The h6ufes at Batavia^ are moftly of 
brick, run up in a light and airy manner, 
ahd ftuccoed on the outfidc, with fafh win- 
<low^. Within, they are almoft all buik 
upon a plan, the fronts being, in ge- 
neral, narrow, though there are a few that 
are more extended. 

On entering the door, there is a narrow 
paffage, and on one fide a parlour, then you 
come into a large and long room, that re- 
ceives its light from an inner court, which 
trenches upon this apartment, and renders 
its form irregular. This is called the gal- 
lery, and is the place where the family 
ufually live, and dine. The floors arc of 
large, fquare, dark red ftoncs. No hangings 
are to be fecn ; but the walls arc ncaily 
ftuccoed, and whitened. The furniture 
confifts in, fome armchairs, two or three 
fofas, and a great many looking^glaffcs, 
which the Europeans, in thefe regions, are 
s 3 very 
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very fond of. Several chandeliers and 
lamps, aie hung in a row, along the length 
of the gallery, which are lit up in the even* 
ing. The ftairs leading to the upper rooms, 
ari generally at the end of this apartment. 
Six or feven fteps up, there is one which 
(lands over the Aoreroom, or ''cellar, in 
which the ftock of wine, beer, butter, &c. 
is kept. Up Aairs, the hbufes are diA^i* 
buted almoll fimilarly as below. They arc, 
in general, but poorly provided wAh furni- 
ture ; and the fetting out of rootns in order, 
is not fo much in vogue here, as in Holland ; 
nothing 1$ added that is fuperfluous, or more 
than is wanted for u(c. Behind the gallery, 
are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen, 
&c. There arc but few houfes, which have 
gardens, contrary to what Salmon erro- 
ncoufly alTerts, in his Pre/ent Stale oj all 
Nations \ and there are not even the leaft 
veftiges left, cf there having ever been gar- 
dens behind the houles. In fevcral, the 
windows arc cl'fed with a lattice-work of 
rattans, in the room of being glazed, for the 
lake of air. 

The- above relates only to the houfes of 
Europeans, which are the greateA in num- 
ber. 
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ber. The few Chinefe, who live at prefent 
within the city, have very wretched houfes, 
the infxde of which is very irregularly diftri- 
buted. Moft of them dwell in the fouthern 


and weftern fuburbs, which arc called the 
Chinefe Campon, Before the revolt of the 
year 1 740, they had the beft quarter of the 
city allotted to them, to the weft of the great 
ri\er ; but when, in that commotion, all 


theirSx^^fes were burnt to the ground the 


* Several relations have been given to the public, at dif« 
ferent times, of the horrid tranfaftion here alluded to; of 
wliich the moft circumftantial is in the Moitm Univtrfal Hi/- 
b. xiv, chap, 7. No two, however, agree; and the fol- 
lowing account, extrailed from a very recent and intelligent 
Dutch writer. Ary Huysers, who was long refidentat Sj* 
tavtaf may therefore not be unacceptable. It is to be found 
in his Li/i ^ Ktinicr ii Kltrk^ 1 788.—'* A httle before the 
“ perpetration of thb maflacre, fcveral thoufand Chinefe ad- 
** venturers and fortune-hunters had reforted to Batavi^f al- 
** lured by the profperity of their countrymen already fettled 
** there. The great number of thefc new colonifts, together 
** with the robberies and murders which were committed by 
** them, excited no little degree of juft appreheniion. The 
*' famous Van Imhop, who was, at that time, a member of 
♦* tbc council, propofed, in order to get rid of thefc ufclefs 
** and dangerous new-comers, that every Chinefe who could 
“ not prove that be bad an honeft livelihood, ftiould be 
“ febed, and tranfported to Cry/iji, there to be employed in 
** mining, or other labour, for the fcrvicc of the Company. 

$4 “ This 
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whole quarter was made into a faffar^ tg 
market, where, at prefent, all kinds of pro* 
viiions are every day expofed to lale. 

Tht 

ThJi advice was approved of, and immediately followed* 
** A great number of Chinefe were feized, and put in irons ; 
** but Imprudently feveral Chinefe of property were fecured 
** by the under-officers, charged with the execution of the 
‘‘ order, and were only liberated on paying large fums^f 
^ luonc' . This occafioncd great mormurings, and the 
** reft of the nation to credit a report which was fpre^l abroad, 
** thatthofewhowere unabletopa' , would bcdro*^iect,orothcr* 
“ wife put to death. They in coitfcqucpce leiireil/b, thoufands, 
from the t.ity,towardi the interior par i.and nicngthcnc'l ihem* 
“ felves fo much, asto render the tale of fi^j/fl-v rt tfcif prccarii^uf, 
*♦ In tlm dihtnma, the council firft otfued an amnefty to the 
difeontented Ch'mefr, but this .hey rcjt6lx.d wiih fcorn; 
and purpofing to exterminate the whole chrifiian fcttlement, 
began by ravaging the country in the wiWeft manneiv 
burning ihe fug.ir- works, and marching down to the gates 
of the city. Here, however, they met with a fcverc rebuff. 
“ The civil and milifa»y inhabitants united in repelling them, 
“ and drove the rel3cl5 back ogain into the country During 
thefe commotions, I.e Chinefe who reiided within the town 
** kept themf Ives |;crf..‘My quiet j and in order that thefe in* 
nocent pco}'le m’ght not be expofed to infult, the govern- 
“ ment ihued an order, I'Tohibitii g them from leaving their 
“ houffs, after fix oVImR in the evening, and ordering them 
i* to keep their floors fhut. This prudent precaution was not, 
^ however, fuftc'cnt to protc(?i them from the fury of the 
** irritated fo diery and failors, who were in the city, and had 
“ witneflTed the dcv.ifttrions of the Chinefe without the gates. 
On a fudden, and unexpectedly, an infUntancoui cry o^ 
** murder antf horror, refoonded through the town, and the 

, “ moil 
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The poundage, or affeflmcnt, which it 
paid annually by every houfc, confifts iu 

half 

^ inod'difmal fcfne nf barbarity and rapine, prefented itfelf 
** on all fidcf. All the Cninefe, without diftinrtioo, men, 
** women, and children, were put to the fword. Neither 
•* pregnant women, nor fucking infanta, were fpared by the 
•* relchilefs aifiii.ns. The prifoners in chains, about ahui> 
“ dred in number, were, at the fame time, (laughtereil like 
European citizens, to whom fomc of the wealthy 
had fled for fafety, violatirg every principle of 
humanilVand morality, delivered them up to their fan- 
“ gtiina.y purfiiers, ard cmlnzilcd the property confided to 
them. 1 1 (horr, all the Ciiiiiefe, guilty and innocentj^ 
•* were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order, 
** by which they fuflFcred, emanate? Here a veil has in- 
•* duftrioufly been drawn, ai.d the truth will probably never 
be known, with certainty. The governor general, Val* 

** KENiEa, and his broihcr in^bw, Hblveiius, were ac- 
** cufed by the public voice, of dirt^llng the maflacrej but it 
‘‘ was nrver proved upon them.^’ It is remarkable, that^ 
w’hcn Valk ETHER was afterwards condemned to impriibn^ 
mem ibr life, at Bitu'via^ among the numerous charges 
brought againft him for maleadminiftration during his govern, 
ment, no notice was taken of his prefumed inflrumcntality in 
this dreadful maflacre. Much apprehenfion was entertained 
that this occurrence would excite the indignation of the empe- 
ror of China, and deputies were fent to him the following 
year, to apo’.ogifc for the meafurc The letter written to the 
emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Hvyseis j the 
only remarkable circumflance in which it differs from the 
above relation, is the allegation, that fome Cbincfc’Within the 
city had fee fire to it in different places, and were preparing to 
riie upon the Europeans ; but the extermination of the inno- 
cent 
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half a month's rent This money is ex- 
pended, in dragging and cleanfing the 
canals, and in repairing the townhall, and 
other buildings belonging to the city. Per- 
miflion muft be requefted, every year, of the 
Company’s government to levy this alTeff- 
ment, in behalf of the city, which is fcldom 
refufed. 

The houfes arc not let by the year, 
the month ; the rents run frpm five forty 
rixdollars per month. A good ho^fe, in an 
agreeable fituation, may be hired for twenty 
or twenty-five rixdollars 

The churches are repaired out’ of the 
duties levied upon funerals. 

A bank of circulation, has been eftablifh- 
cd here for fome years, which is united with 
the lombard, or bank for lending money on 
pledges. It is under the adminiftration of a 
direftor, who is generally a counfellor of 


ernt with the guilty is teknowNged, and attempted to be 
excufed on the plea of neccffiiy. Thefc deputies were agree- 
ably furprifed on boding that the emperor calmly anfwered, 
that ‘‘ he was Uttic' folicitous for the fate of unworthy fubjeftr, 
“ who, in the purfuit of lucre, had (quitted their country, 
and abandoned the tombs of their anccftori.*' ST. 

^ A rixdoUar, at is worth forty-eight (livers, or 

About 4/ ftcrling. T, 

India, 
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India, two commillarics, a cafliier, and a 
bookkeeper. 

A fee of five rixdollars is given, at the 
opening of an account, and ftamped bank- 
bills, figned by the diredor andcommiflaries, 
are delivered for the money placed in the 
bank. Its capital is computed to amount to 
between two and three millions of rixdol- 
1 ^^* 

fuburbs of Batavia^ are remarkable, 
on acco^U of their conlidcrable extent, un- 
common pleafantnefs, and great population* 
They arc inhabited by Indians of various na- 
tion^, and by feme Europeans. The Chi- 
nefe quarter is the moft populous of all, and 
feems itlelf a city, with numerous ftreets ; 
yet their houfes are mean, and little. It is 
ci'ouded with /hops, concaining all kinds of 
goods, as well thofe of their own manu- 
fadure, and fiich as they receive annually 
from CAina^ as what they buy up of thofe 
imported from Europe. The number of 
the Chinefe, who live both within and 
without the walls of the city, 'cannot be de- 
termined with prccifion ; but it muft be very 
confidcrablc, as the Company receive a poll- 

^ Or benreen 435 »o*o^- and 650,000/. ftcfUog. T, 

tax 
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tax from them of more than forty thoufairf 
rixdollars* 

Every Chincfc, who has a profcffion, is 
obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a 
dncatoon*; women, children, and thofe 
who have no trade, are exempted from the 
tax; fo that their number can only be 
guefled at. They are under a chief of their 
own nation, who is known by the app^a- 
tioii of Chinefe Captain ; he livcs^;^ithin 
the walls, and has fix lieutenants ifodcr him, 
in different diftrkls. A flag is hoifted at his 
door, on the firft or fecond day in every 
month, and the Chinefe liable to the tax, 
are then obliged to come to him, to pay it. 

Like the Jews in Europe, they are very 
cunning in trade, both in the largeft deal- 
ings, and in the moft trifling pedlery. They 
are fo defirous of money, that a Chinefe will 
run three times from one end of the city to 
tlie other, if he have but the profpeft of 
gaining one |>enny. In doing any bufmefs 
with them, the greatefl: care muft be taken, 
to avoid being cheated. 

Their ftaturc is rather Ihort than tall, and 
they are, in general, tolerably fquarc* They 

• A ilucatoon is 66 ftiver?, or 6/. fwling. 7, 

arc 
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are not Co brown aj the Javanefe. They 
(have their heads all round, leaving a bunch 
of hair, on the middle of the crown, which is 
twifted with a ribbon, and hangs down the 
back. Their drefs coufifts in a long robe of 
nankeen, or thin filk, with wide fleeves, and 
under it they wear drawers of the lame, 
which cover their legs. 

Jn every houfe, there is a niche, or place, 
wh^. the image is hung up, of one of 
their jo^es, or idols, painted on Chinefc 
paper. Before it they keep one or more 
lamps, always burning, as alfo, a kind of 
incenle, which is made into little thin ta- 
pers. This idol is generally depided as an 
old man, with a fquare cap upon his head, 
and a female, defigned for his wife, next to 
him. About an hour’s walk out of the 
city, juft beyond Fort Ansjel, they liave a 
temple, ftanding in a grove of cocoaiiut- 
trees, by the lide of a rivulet, and in the 
midft of a moft pleal'ant feenery. The build- 
ing is about twenty feet in length, and 
twelve or thirteen in breadth. The en- 
trance is through a railing, into a fmall 
area, and then into a hall, behind- which 
is the faniluary. In the middle, juft with- 
in 
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in the door, is a large altar, on whSch 
tapers, made of red wax, arc kept burning, 
night and day. There is alfo an image of 
a lion, richly gilt. In a niche behind the 
altar, are reprefentations of an old man and 
woman, both with crowns upon their heads, 
and about two feet in height, which are their 
idols ; and as they look upon their joojijg to 
be an evil fpirit, they cuntinually fuppli^e 
him, not to do them any harm. I^^^cir 
adorations, they proftratc themleljccs before 
him, and endeavour to exprefs the awe and 
reverence they entertain, by ftriking their 
head continually againft the ground. 

They likewife confult their idol, when 
they are about any important undertaking. 
This divination is done, by means of two 
(mail longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on 
one fide, and round on the other. They 
hold thefe with the flat fides towards each 
other, and then, letting them fall on th^ 
ground, augur of the cfFeft of their pray- 
ers, and the good or bad refult of their pur- 
pofed enterprjzc, by the manner in which 
they lie, with the round or flat fides up- 
wards. If the prefage be favourable, they 
offer a wax- caudle to their god, which tb«^ 

prlcft, 
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pricft, or bonze, who attends at the temple, 
immediately turns into ready money. 

In this temple I faw a Chinefe, who let 
thefe little fticks fidl, above twenty times 
before they promifed him fuccefs : he feem- 
ed to be but very little pleafed with thefe 
repeated evil prognoftications, and lhaking 
his head, at every time, with a moft dif- 
cotitented look, he threw himfelf upon the 
groiirwl, and thumped his head againfl; it, 
till at laf , the omen proved agreeable to his 
wilhes j and he then joyfully lighted a thick 
waX'Candle, and placed it upon the altar of 
his jooflje. 

Befides this temple, the Chinefe have 
fcvcral others, which are tolerated by the 
government; but it is worthy of obferva- 
tion, that whilft the pradtice of the moft 
abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife 
of the Roman Catholic religion is obftinatcly 
prohibited. 

The Chinefe are of a very luftful tem- 
per. They arc accufed of the moft detefta- 
ble violations of the laws of ijature ; and it 
is even faid, that they keep fwine in their 
houfes, for purpofes the noft lhameful and 
repugnant. 

Their 



Their tombs, on which they txptni a 
great deal of money, are partly built above, 
and partly under ground. They arc arched 
over. The entrance, which is made like a 
doorway, is clofed with a large ftone, cover* 
cd with engraved Chincfc letters. They are 
to be feen in great numbers, about half an 
hour’s walk from Batavia, on the road to 
Jaccatra, 

They vlfit the graves of their 
and relations, from time to time: t 
them with odoriferous flowers ; and when 
they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces 
of filk or linen, before the entrance, and 
fometimes boiled rice, or oth r vifluals; 
which is fpeedily made away with at night. 

The environs of Batavia are very pleafant, 
and are almoft every where, interfefled with 
rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice- 
plantations, are inundated, and fertilized in 
the proper feafon. 

There are five principal roads, which 
lead from the city, towards the country, and 
which are all planted with high and (hady 
trees. 

That which to the eaflward, to Ansjol 
apd the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of a 
1 rivulet, 
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rivulet, the ftrcara of which running down 
an imperceptible flope, is very flow, which 
makes it refemble the canals for inland na- 
vigation, in Holland. Both (ides of it, are 
adorned with gardens ; but they arc begin-* 
ning to be negledled, fave one or two, be- 
longing to the direftor general. 

At no great diftance from the feafliore, 
whither this road finally leads, there is an 
oylicrbed ; and on the beach ftands a houfe 
of enter iainment, which is reforted to by the 
Europeans, for the purpofc of eating this 
(hcllfifli. 

The fccond road has the appellation of the 
Mango-doa^ from its having been formerly 
planted with a double row of mango-trees. 
This runs more fouth than the former one, 
apd farther inland. Along this road there 
arc likewife many gardens, but they are 
none of them fo fplendid and pleafant as 
thofe which border and cmbellifli the road 
to Jaccatra\ for there, the fineft pidurc that 
can be conceived, prefents itfelf to the de- 
lighted eye, both with refpe£l to the grandeur 
of the buildings, and the elegance of the 
grounds. Moft of the houfes belonging to 
them, have their fronts towards the road, and 
T from 
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from thj$^ backrooms they have a profpeftof 
t‘h^ river of Jaccatra. 

This road is nearly two hundred feet 
broad) and is clofely planted with trees. I 
do not know, that I ever beheld a more de* 
Kghtful avenue. It terminates at a fmall 
fort, which is called Jaccatra^ fituated alx)ut 
half a Dutch mile from Batavia ^ and though 
the road is continued, thence to H^eltevreedep^ 
the country-feat of the governor gener^j-^nd 
beyond it farther into the country, itiflbmcs, 
on the other fide of Jaccatra^ the name of 
Goinong Sart 

The fourth, is called the Molenvlkt^ or 
Mill-drain, becaufe part of the water of the 
great, or Jaccatray river, is diverted through 
a channel, along this road, for the purpofe of 
turning a powdermill, which ftands fcarcely 
ten minutes’ walk from the city. The road 
leads along the canal, for full half a Dutch 
mile up the country, and is equally adorned 
on both fides, with haudfome houfes, and plea- 
fant gardens. It then proceeds loTanaiangy 
where a large market is held every Saturday, 
for all kinds of provifions, which arc brought 
thither irom the interior parts. 

The fifth road leads through( the Chinefe 

Campon^ 
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Camporiy alfo along a river, to Port Ankayt 
and is, in like manner, bordered on Tides 
with gardens. ^ 

None of thefe roads, nor any of the ftreets 
in the city, are paved ; the ground confifts of 
a hard clay, which is made very fmooth and 
plain; only in the city, along the fides of the 
ftreets, by the houfcs, arc ftonc footpaths, of 
about three or four feet in breadth 

* The (htets arid canals, at Batavia^ arc planted on each 
fide with large trees j generally the on9fbyllm calopiyllm and 
caUta, the eanarium emmunty and feme others ftill fcarcer, T. 
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. CHAPTER IV. 

Government cf Batavia.— of India. — Go- 
vernor General. — Bireofor General. — CcunJeUors cf 
India. — Council of JuJlice. — Board ofScheepens . — 
Punijhmen's. — Impalement. — Much. — Orphan- 
Chamber. — Society for the Opium-Trade, — Chief 
of the Marine. — Commandant and Upper Comp* 
trailer cf Equipment. — Vice- Commandant. — Msli* 
tary ^ — Militia. — Of Ranks and Precedency . — 
Sumptuary Laws. — Clergymen. — Coins. — Weights. 
— Meafures. 

TThE chief government of Batavia^ and 
of all the poffeflions of the Dutch Eaft-In- 
dia Company In is vefted in the coun- 
cil of India, with the governor general at 
their head. 

This council confifted, when I was there^ 
befidcs the direflor general, of five ordinary 
counfcllors, Including the governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope^ nine extraordinary coun- 
fellors, and two fecrctaries. 

Five of the extraordinary counfcllors, were 
governors of the out-fa6lories of Java's 
Nortbecf/l Coafi, Coromandel^ Amboyna^ Cey- 
lon^ and Macqjfer. 

This 
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This council determines affairs, of every 
kind, thofc which relate to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice alone excepted. Yet in civi 
matters, an appeal may be made from the 
fentence of the council of jiiftice, to the 
council of India. 

All appointments and promotions to 
offices, are efFefted by the council of India, 
not excepting that of the governor general ; 
but this mu ft be confirmed by the affembly 
of feventecn, in the Netherlands 

The 

* Ecclcfiaftical preferments, ai^ the appointment of the 
minifters of juftice, proceed immediately from the direction in 
Holland. In the council of India, the governor and director 
general, and the five ordinary counfellors, alone, conclude 
upon moft matters that are brought before them ; the other 
nine members are properly only afleilbrs, who may give their 
advice, but have no votes, except in the queOion of war or 
peace with the Indians, in the pardoning of criminals con* 
demned to death, in the ele^ion of a governor general, and in 
a few other important pointi. The power and influence of 
this body in the Indies, are unbounded. It is the reprefenta- 
tive of the ftatc, and of the Company, and millions of Indians 
arc fubjcil to its fway. Kings and princes, arc crowned and 
dethroned by its mandates. I have been witnefs,” fays 
Ary Huysers, a writer, to whom wc‘havc before had oc- 
cafion to refer, “ to the depolition of two powerful kings of 
** the Molucca and iht hereditary prince of Ttd9r4. Ohe of 
“ thefe died miferably in .1 little village, near the place of my 
M rciidcnce. I law the venerable old man before his death ; 

T 3 ‘‘he 
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The authority of the governor general is 
almpft unbounded! and although he is obliged 
to give cognizance to the council, and con- 
fult thetn on feme matters, he pofleffes a moft 
arbitrary and independent power in all : for 
there are few or no members of the council, 
who do not ftand in need of his good offices, 
in fome inftance or other, for example, in 
order to obtain lucrative employments for 
their relations or favourites * ; and if this be 
not fufficient, to make them obey the nod of 
the governor, he is not deftitute of the 

he was feventy-two years of age. When I exprefled my 
•* commiferation at the deep humiliation he had undergone, he 
“ anfwered, with a figh, in the Malay language, pointing to 
heaven, * It h the nvill of GaV ** Other inflances of the 
tyranny of the Dutch Company over the native princes, are rc* 
lated in the prefent work, T, 

* By the fecond article of the oath taken by the governor 
general, as likewifc by the counfcllors of India, on their ap- 
pointment, they engage never to receive any gifts or prefcnts, 
♦* dirciJUy or indircdly, from any one under their authority t 
neither in refpe^t, or in the hope, or cxpeftaiion thereof, 
** nor of any advantage, favour, or other private confident- 
“ ration, cither of relationfhip, fricndfhip, or otherwife, to ap^ 
point, or caufc to be appointed, any other individual to aa 
office, place, or Ibttion, than fuch as they believe and find 
to poflefs the moft ciperience, the moft integrity, the moft 
fidelity,, and the moft ability', for thf famet” So much do 
mw regard oaths I T, 


means 
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fnfeans of tormenting thetn, in every way» 
under various pretences ; hay, of fending 
them prifoners to Europe: as was done, 
with refpeft to M. M. Van Imhof, de 
Haaze, and Van SchinNen^ in the year 
1740^ by the governor general Valke- 
NiER*. As, therefore, thofe who are im- 
mediately next to him in rank, depend upon, 
and ftand in awe of him, it follows, that 
the fervants of the Company, who are in 
inferior ftations, feel ftill deeper reverence, 
and tremble before him, as in the prefence 
of one, from whofe arbitrary will and 
power, their happinefs or mlfery wholly de- 
pends : the flavilh fubmiffion mth which his 
commands are received and executed, is, in 
conlequcnce, fcarccly credible; for how is 
It poffible that freeborn Hollanders, fhould 
bow thcmfelves fo low, beneath the igno- 
minious yoke ! 

His excellency the governor general, at 
prefeht, ufually refides at his country feat, 

* VALKENiEt, who was the perfonal enemy of the above 
gentlemen, tyrannically abufed his authority in fo far, that 
when the council of India refufed to fanfUon this arbitrary 
meafurc, he furrounded the council table with a body of armed 
irtfcn, and thus conftrainfcd them to alTcnt to his wiftics, T, 

T 4 called 
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called Weltevreeden^ about an hour and a 
quarter’s walk from Batavia^ and which^is 
a fuperb manfion. 

He gives public audience here, every 
Monday and Thurfday; and on Tuefdays, 
and Fridays, at another feat, fituated nearer 
to the city, on the Jaccatra road. On the 
other days of the week, he is inacceflible to 
every body, and can not be fpokeii to, unlefe 
on affairs of the greateft importance and 
urgency. Nobody goes thither, without 
having fome bufinefs to call him ; for it 
would be taken extremely ill, if any one was 
to pay a vifit of mere ceremony. The time 
of audience is from fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing till eight. Every one waits, in the open 
air, in the court, before the houfe, till he 
is called in by one of the body-guards. 

When the governor rides out, he is always 
accompanied by fome of his horfe-guards. 
An officer and two trumpeters precede his 
approach, and every perfon who meets him, 
and happens to be in a carriage, mufi flop, 
and ftep out of it, till he has rode by*. 

A com- 

* This humiliating benage. as well as that paid to 

or counfellors of India, as will be prcicntly noticed, 

m 
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A company of dragoons always mount 
guard at JVeltevreeden. He has befides foine 
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying 
mcflagcs and commands, and who always 
are attendant on the governor’s perfon, 
wherever he goes. They are dreifed in 

arc equally required from foreigners. Thcfe ceremonies arc 
generally complied wiiK by the captains of Indiamen, and 
other trading (hips ; “ but,’* fiys Captain Carteret, who 
was at Batavia^ in 1768, “ liaving the honour to bear his 
** majefty’s commiflion, I did not think myfclf at liberty 
** pay to a Dutch governor, any homage which is not paid 
“ to my own fovercign : it is, however, conftantly required 
“ of the king’s officers ; and two or three days after my arri- 
“ val, the landlord of the hotel where I lodged told met 
** he had been ordered by the Jhebandary tfter me know that 
“ my carriage, as well as others, muft ftop, if I lliould meet 
the governor, or any of the council ; but I defired him to 
“ acquaint the jbihandar^ that I coulcj not confent to perform 
** any fuch ceremony ; and upon hii intimating fomethi/tg 
about the black men with (licks, who precede the approach 
“ of thefc great men, I told him, that if any infult (hould be 
“ offered me, I knew how to defend myfclf, and would ukc 
** care to be upon my guard, at the lame time, pointing to my 
** piftols, which happened to lie upon the tabic ; upon this he 
“ went away, and about three hours afterwards returned, and 
“ told me be had orders from the governor to acquaint me, 
that 1 might do as 1 pleafed.” Since that time, the Englilb 
officers, have never been required to comply with this degrad* 
ing cuilom ; yet when they have been in an hired carriage, 
nothing has deterred the coachman fh>fn Hopping and alight* 
ing, in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the mod peremp* 
tory menace of immediate death. T, 
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<hort coats of fcarlct cloth, richly keed with 
gold, and follow in rank upon the junior cn-^ 
fign in the Company’s fcrvice. 

When his excellency enters the church, 
all perfons, both men and women, the coun- 
fellors of India not excepted, Hand up, in 
token of refped His lady receives the 
fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a 
party of horfe-guards, when (he rides out. 

The governor general, who was in office 
at that time, was Mr. Peter Albert Van 
DER Parra, a native of Colombo^ the chief 
fettlement of the Dutch in Ctyhn. He was a 
man, inimicayo all pomp, and in this refpetl 
very different from moft of his predecef- 
fors. He was remarkably temperate, gene- 
rally drinking pure water, and feldom taking 
any wine or beer. * He was commonly oc- 
cupied the , whole day ; and when he did 
not affiftat the council- table, he was clofeted 
with his fecretary and clerks, 

Yhe direftor general, who is the eldeft 
counfcllor of India, is the next in rank. The 
direftion and controuJ, over the trade of the 

♦ This etiquette was abolilhed updn the acceffion of R. de 
Kuek to the government in 1777, as appears in the fc- 
quel, 
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Cotnpapiy, t all IndtW* aad <o Eu- 

rope, togetW every thing that relates 
tQit, is exflufively eotruHcd to hiiji. The 
governoir general 4oes»ot in the Je^ meddle 
iu thefe matters, if the direflor have but the 
needful ability. 

Next in order, follojv the ordinary and 
extraordinary councellofs ofliidia. Thofe 
who refide at Batavia, are alfo ufually prc- 
fidents of dilFercnt boards or courts. Evciy 
countellor of India, has likewile the corref. 
pondence with one of the out-faftories, al- 
lotted to him ; the general himfelf has that 
of one or two fettlements, and no one i« 
excufed, in this refpedl, but the direffor, on 
account of his multifarious other avocations. 

Although every memljcr of the council, 
lies under this obligation, there are but few 
ot them, who take the trouble of the charge 
upon themfclves ; moft of them caufe it to 
be effedled by perfons of a lower rank j and 
the heft inftitutions are thus perverted by 
felfiflinefs and floth. 

When a counfellor of India,- or his lady, 
enters a church, all the men Hand up, in 
the lame manner as for the governor gene- 
ral, but the women remain fitting. On 

meeting 
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meeting one of them in a carriage, every 
body muft flop, rife up, and bow to them, 
and ftay till they are gone by. When they 
go out, they have two flaves, who run before 
them with (licks, while other people are al- 
lowed but one. 

There are always two fecretarles of the 
government, who take down in writing, 
allthepropofitions, or refolutions, which have 
been difculfcd in the council, and lay them 
before the governor general, when the af- 
fembly is broke up. He examines them, 
and gives diredlions what is to be made into 
decrees, and what is only to be inferted in 
the journals for notification. The refolu- 
tioas being then drawn up in writing, by 
the flirt fecretary, they are again prefented 
to the governor, who makes fuch alterations 
in them as he thinks fit ; and at the enfuing 
ftlTion of the council, they are read over, and 
approved. 

The falary of a counfellor of India, is a 
thoufand rixdollars per annum ; befides 
which he has fix hundred rixdollars for 
houferent, (even hundred* for his trouble in 
figning difpatches, three hundred towards 
providing his tabic, together with a confide- 

rable 
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rablc allowance of provifions from the Com- 
pany's warehoufes. Taking every thing 
together, he can reckon upon a yearly in- 
come of four thoufand rixdollars, or nine 
thoufand fix hundred gilders Befides the 
above, the firft fecretary has the emoluments 
attending the making out of the commif- 
fions, which do not amount to a trifle, ef- 
pecially when many appointments of go- 
vernors, direflors, or commandants occur, 
who pay liberally for their commiflions ; 
Ibmetimes giving fees to the amount of a 
thoufand rixdollars. Yet none of them can 
fave any thing from this income, which they 
amply want for their houfehold cxpences; 
for which reafon, they are generally favour- 
ed with the government or direftorfliip of an 
9iit-fettlement, after they have been three or 
four years in the council. 

The private fecretary of the governor 
general, is ufually promoted to be iccrctary 
to the council, upon a vacancy. 

Thirty-fix or forty clerks, arc daily em- 
ployed in the lecretary’s office, which is next 
to the government-houfe, in the caftle. 

♦ About 875/. Oerliiig. 7 '. 

Tht7 



(I m ]! 

Tfecf ftave, for the mdft part, rank of 
jqiiior mcrchartt!s; nevcrthelefsfj.tliey are not 
able to earn more than a' bate fllffioiency to 
fubfift on. 

Jfufticeis adminiftcred to the fervants of the 
Company, by an affcmblyi having the appella- 
tion of council of juftice. This body is, by its 
conftitution, independent of the Oouncir of 
India' ; but as the members of which it con- 
Iffts, have equally* many wants and wiflies 
to be fulfilled, they likewlfe endeavour to 
Be near the fountain-head of promotion and 
advantage ; and, as well as all others, fol- 
low the inclinations of their fovereign ruler, 
in all cafts that are brought before them. 
This council confifts of a prefidcnt,who ranks 
next to the junior counfellor of India, eight 
ordinary members, and two adjutors, taken 
from the Company’s fervants. Their fa- 
lary is, as I was informed, no more than 
twothoufand two hundred rixdollars; which 
is fcarcely fufficient for the fupport of their 
cftabliftiments : they are, befides, obliged to 
ferve the office of counfellor of juftice, for the 
fpacc of ten years, before they may be can- 
didates for any pthcr office. 

There are two fifcals belonging to this 

council, 
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council, one of which bears the title of ad- 
\ocat-cfifcal, or attorney general, but whole 
office relates only to the perfons in the Com- 
pany’s fervice, both by fea, and by land* 
The other is ftiled the water-fifcal, and 
through whom, all indiaments relative to 
navigation are made. This was formerly one 
of the moft lucrative employments of all 
India, and it is Hill very advantageous, though 
not fo much fo as before, becaufe the private 
trade, is nothing like fo flourifhingas it was 
in former times. The methods by which 
fortunes were made in this office, will eafily 
be conceived by feafaring people. The fe- 
cretary of the council of juftice, has the rank 
of merchant. 

The citizens, and free merchants of 
tavidj who are not in the Company's fervice; 
are amenable to a fcparaie municipal court 
of juftice, being what is called the board of 
febeeptniy or aldermen, who are eight in 
number^ with a prcfidcnt, wlio is a member 
of the council of India. 

T<!> this court belong a fherifF, for the 
matters which relate to the city, and a con- 
ftablc of the territory of Batavia ; bpth of 

which 
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which arc very lucrative offices, and arc 
never beftowed but on great favourites. 

The puniffiments inflifted at Batavia^ arc 
exceffively fevere, efpecially fuch as fall upon 
the Indians. Impalement is the chief, and 
inoft terrible. 

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of 
this kind, of a Macafier (lave, who had mur- 
dered his mafter ; which was done in the 
following manner. The criminal was led, 
in the morning, to the place of execution, 
being the grafs-plat, which I have before 
taken notice of, and laid upon his belly, be- 
ing held by four men. The executioner then 
made a tranfverfe incifion at the lower part 
of the body, as far as the os Jacrum ; he then 
introduced the ffiarp point of the fpike, 
which was about fix feet long, and made of 
poliffied iron, into the wound, fo that it paff- 
ed between the backbone and the fkin. Two 
men drove it forcibly up, along the fpine, 
while the executioner held the end, and 
gave it a proper direSion, till it came out 
between the neck and Ihoulders. The lower 
end was then put into a wooden poll, and 
riveted fall; and the fufferer was lifted up, 

thus 
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thus impaled, and the port ftuck in the ground. 
At the top of the port, about ten feet from 
the ground, there was a kind of little bench, 
upon which the body rcfted. 

The infenfibility, or fortitude, of the mife- 
rable futferer, was incredible. He did not 
utter the leaft complaint, except when the 
fpike was rivetted into the pillar ; the ham- 
mering and (baking occafioned by it, feem- 
ed to be intolerable to him, and he then bel- 
lowed out for pain; and likewife once again, 
when he was lifted up and fet in the ground. 
He fat in this dreadful fituation, till death 
put an end to his torments, which fortunately 
happened the next day, about three o’clock 
in the afternoon. He owed this fpeedy ter- 
mination of his mifery, to a light (hower of 
r^in, which continued for about an hour ; 
and he gave up the ghoft half an hour after- 
wards. 

There have been inftances at Batavia^ of 
criminals who have been impaled, in the dry 
feafon, and have remained alive for eight, or 
more days, without any food or drink, which 
is prevented to be given them, by a guard 
who is Rationed at the place of execution, 

VOL. I. V for 
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for that purpofc. One of the furgeons of 
the city affured me, that none of the parb 
immediately neceflary to life, are injured by 
impalement, which makes the punilhment 
the more cruel and intolerable ; but that as 
focal as any water gets into the wound, it 
mortifies, and occafions a gangrene, which 
direftly attacks the more noble parts, and 
brings on death almoft immediately. 

This miferable fufferer continually com- 
plained of unfuflferable thirft, which is pe- 
culiarly incident to this terrible puniflimenl. 
The criminals are expofed, during the whole 
day, to the burning ^ws of the fun, and are 
unceafingly tormented by numerous flinging 
infc£ls. 

I went to fee him again, about three 
hours before he died, and found him con- 
verfing with the byftandcrs. IJe related to 
them, the manner in which he had murdered 
his good mafter, and expreffed his repent- 
ance, and abhorrence of the crime he had 
committed. This he did with s^reat com- 
pofure ; yet an inftant afterwards, he burfl: 
out In the bittcreft complaints of unquencha- 
ble thirft, and raved for drink, while no one 

was 
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was allowed to alleviate, by a liaglc drop of 
water, the excruciating torments he under-* 
went. 

This kind of punifliment, notwithftanding 
its great cruelty, is afferted by many, to be 
of the higheft neceffity, in a country, where 
a treacherous race of men, unreftrained by 
any moral principles from the perpetration 
of the greateft crimes, perform the daily 
menial and houfehold fervlces of the Eu- 
ropeans. The flaves that come from the 
ifland of Celebts^ and efpecially the Bouginefe, 
are guilty of the moft horrid murders : moft 
of thofc who run ^ch belong to that 
nation. 

Thefe afts of indiferiminate murder, arc 
called by us miicksy becaufe the perpetrators 
of them, during their frenzy, continually cry 
out, amk^ amokt which fignifies, killj kill. 
When, by the fwallowing of much opium, 
or by other means, they are raifed to a 
pitch of defperate fury, th^ fally out with 
a knife, or other weapon, in their hand, and 
kill, without diftindtion of fex, rank, or age, 
whoever they meet in the ftreets of Bata» 
via ; and proceed in this way, till they arc 
either (hot dead, or taken prilbners. Their 
u % ’ intox- 
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intoxication continues till death $ they nm 
in upon the armsoppofed to them, and often 
kill their opponents, even after they are them- 
felves mortally wounded. 

Ill order, if poflible, to take them alive, 
the officers of juftice are provided with a 
pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the 
end of which there is a kind of fork, made 
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which 
arc furnifhed within with (harp iron fpikes ; 
this is held before the wretched objeft of 
purfuit, who, in his frenzy, runs into it, and 
is thus taken prifoner. 

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he 
is immediately broken alive upon the wheel, 
without any form of trial, in the prcfcncc of 
two or three of the counfellors of juftice. 

Many inftances of much occurred, during 
my rcfidcnce at Batavia 5 they were moftly 
done in the evening 

The 

• It is rfmwkable, tliat at BatavUy whert the aflaHins, juft 
now deferibed, when taken alive, arc broken on the wheel, 
with every aggravation of punilbrnent, that the moft rigorous 
juftice can InftiA, the mutht yet bppen in great frequency ; 
whUft at finmUny where they are executed in the moft fimpic 
and expeditious mtnnner, the offence is extremely rare. Ex- 
cdci of feverhy in punKhment, may deter men from delibe* 

rate. 
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The orphan-chamber at Batavia^ ferves, 
at the fame time, for the whole of the 

Dutch 

nte, and intcrefted, ads of vUlany, but they only exafperate 
flill further, the atrocious enthufiafm of defperadoes. The 
Indian who runs a mud is always iirft driven to defperation 
by fomc outrage, and always firft revenges himfclf upon thofe 
who have done liim wrong : they are generally Oaves ; who 
indeed are moft fubjed to infults, and IcaO able to obtain 
legal redrefs. It has been ufiial to attribute much to the con- 
fequenccs of the ufc of opium ; but the words of Mr. Stavo- 
aiNus, who fays that they are occafioncd “ by the fwallow- 
“ ing of opium, or iy nher meuns^** feem to conOrm the 
opinion entertained by Maisden, that this Otould probably, 
rank with the many errors that mankind have been led into, 
by travellers addided to the marvellous. That thefe furious 
quarrels, and fanguinary attacks, do adualty, and frequently 
take place in fomc parts of the caft, cannot be controvert- 
ed ; but it is not equally evident that they proceed from any 
intoxication, except that of their unruly pal^ons j and many 
mucit might, upon ferutiny, be found to b? of the nature of 
one, which Mr, Maisden particularizes, pf a Have, who 
probably never indulged in the ufc pf opium in hu life, a 
man of ftrong feelings, driven, by cEctfr of injury, to do- 
medic rcbdlion ; or of that related in Lieut Cook's voyage 
in the EnJcavutr, of a free inhabitant of B^uavis^ whole brain 
was fired more by the maddening fury of jealoufy, than by 
any adventitious intoxication, ft is tfuc that ihp Malays, 
when bent uppn any daring enterpriae^ fottify themfrlves with 
I little opiun^ in order to become iafenfibie to danger ; u the 
people of another nation are faid to take a dram ; but it mud 
he obferved, that the refoiotioo for the aA precedes, and is 
m the effea of the intoxication. They take the fame prt. 

u 3 caudoni 
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Dutch poflTcfficns in India. Every out- 
faftory has, it is true, its own orphan-cham- 
ber, but they muft render account of their 
adminiftratlon, to that of the capital, and 
remit the cfFe£is which are not claimed, or 
the heirs to which do not rcfide on the 
fpot. That of Batavia correfponds with the 
orphan v^hambers or the different cities where 
the chambers of the Eaft-India Company arc 
eftablifhed 

The board confifts of a prcfident, who 
is a counfellor of India, and fix weefmeejlers^ 
or regents, who are appointed by the coun- 


Cautton, previous to being led to public execution ; but on 
thefe occafion s Ibcw greater figns of ftupidiiy,than of frenzy. 
Upon the whole it may reafonably be concluded, that the 
fanguinary achievements, for which the Malays have been 
famous, or infamous rather, are more juftly derived from the 
natural ferocity of their difpofition, than from the qualities of 
any drug whatever. At Batavia^ if an officer take one of 
thefe amoks, or mohawks, as they have been called by an 
cafy corruption, alive, hU reward is very confiderablc, but if 
he kill them, nothing is added to hisufualpayj yet fuch is 
the fury of their defperation, that three out of four, arc of 
ncccllity deftroyed in the altcoipt to fecure them. 7*. 

* orphan-chambers, are cftablifhments which 

ire difperfed thtoughout the United Provinces, for the ad- 
of tlw ellates^of all who die inteftate, and the ap- 
pQfthMunait of them among the hm. 7*. 
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cil of India ; with a fccrctary, and a fworn 
clerk. The capital ftock^ remaining in tho 
hands of the orphan-chamber, amounted in 
the year 1766, to /a, 393, 566*. 

There are I'evcral other courts, or boards, 
as the commiffioners of dikes and fluices, 
thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common 
pleas, a board of controul over marriages, and 
others. 

A fociety was eftablifhed at Batavia^ dur- 
- ing the government of Baron Van Imhof, 
for the opium-trade, which is ftill in exift- 
ence. 

The ftock of the fociety is divided into 
(hares, of two thoufand rixdollars each, on 
which the half has hitherto only been fur- 
niflied, but the remainder may be required at 
any time. 

The dividends are unequal, yet very large, 
and the (hares are fold at a high premium ; 
they are generally in the hands of the coun- 
fellors of India. 

The management of this trade, is en- 
trufted to a diredor, who is a counfellor of 
India, two aSing proprietors, a calhicr, and 
a bookkeeper. 

* About sw,to^. ftwliag. 7*. 
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Every cheft of opium ftands the Coni' 
pany in two hundred and fifty, and fome- 
times in three hundred rixdollars, and is 
delivered to the focicty for five hundred, 
and fometimes more. On the other hand, 
the Company is bound to fell this drug to no 
other. The retail of it, produces large pro- 
fits, as the fociety make eight or nine hun- 
dred rixdollars, and more, of every cheft. 
The gain would be more confiderable, if 
this monopoly could be ftriflly enforced, for 
the whole quantity of opium, confumed in 
the caftern parts of India j but, notwith- 
ftanding the Company have interdifted this 
trade to their fervants, and efpecially to the 
feamen, upon pain of death, and have pro- 
hibited the importation into any of their pof- 
fefllons, by foreign nations, upoii pain of 
confi(cation of fliip and cargo, yet very 
great violations of thefe laws are daily prac- 
tifed in fecret, on account of the Important 
profit which this branch of trade affords } 
by which the fociety is much, jnjqred, al- 
though, on their part, they do all they can, 
on the arrival of (hips from the Ganges, to 
difeover if any .contraband opium be bn 
board : but ^ofe who engage in this illicit 

trade, 



[ 297 3 

trade, take too many precautions, to run 
any danger of detection. The fmuggUng 
trade which the Englilh carry on, in this 
article, in the caftei a iflands, and by way of 
Malacca^ is alfo extremely detrimental to the 
focicty. 

When any (hips arrive in the road of . 
Batavia^ from fuch places, whence contra- 
band goods can be brought, two of the mem- 
bers of the council of juftice, with the water- 
fifcal, and the provoft-marfhal, are difpach- 
cd the next day, in order to examine, whe- 
ther any prohibited wares arc on board ; the 
examination, however, is only perfonally done 
by the laftnamed officer, who reports the re- 
fult to the others. 

A chief of the marine, or port-admiral, 
has been eftablifhed at Batavidy fince the year 
1762. This office was filled by Mr. N. 
Houtinoh, vice-admiral of Holland, of the 
northern divifion. He is in rank equal to a 
counfellor of India, but takes place after 
the junior counfellor. He has the fame 
privileges ; has equally the ftylc of edele 
beefy and may be prefent at their affem- 
> but may not deliver his fendments, 

except 
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(except In matters relative to his depart* 
ment. 

His chief occupation confifts in fuperin* 
tending the reparation of (hips ; in examin- 
ing the (hips’ journals; in figning the fail- 
ing-orders, and the warrants for delivery of 
ftores to the (hips ; and further, in keeping 
all that relates to maritime affairs in due 
order. 

Upon this officer, follows the comman- 
dant and upper comptroller of equipment, to 
whom the management of the ftores is con- 
fided. He has likewife the fuperintendence 
over the difeharging and loading of the 
fliips, the manning of them, and the fur- 
nifhing them with provifions. This is alfo 
one of the moft lucrative, but, at the fame 
tiihe, one of the moft troublefome, employ- 
ments at Batavia. Since he has a bead placed 
over him ; however, the former quality has 
greatly decrcafed, while the latter, has re- 
mained in full force. He is affifted by*a 
vice-commandant, and under comptroller pf 
equipment, to whom he generally delegates 
the fuperintendence of the loading and ua- 
loading of the (hips, aiid who (uppUcs b^s 

plaxre, 
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place, Iq cafes of ficknefs, or abfencc. This 
gentleman has the rank of poft-captain. 

The Company have granted to thcfe three 
officers, as an emolument, the privilege of 
(hipping fomc tons of goods (contraband 
wares excepted) by every (hip that fails to 
India, according to the fizc of the vcflels | 
and if a (hip’s captain do not buy up the(e 
goods of them, at a very high rate, he is furc 
to find very fcanty opportunities of difpofing 
of his own. 

The commanders of veflels, with their 
lieutenants and mates, follow next in order ; 
the fir(t rank equal with merchants : when 
I was at Batavia^ in 1770, there were thirty- 
nine of them, who refidcd there, or com- 
manded country-fhips. 

The whole of the land-forces of the Dutch 
in India, are under the command of one head, 
who was formerly ftyled captain-major, but 
has now the title of brigadier. In rank he fol- 
lows upon the chief of the marine. He has 
two lieutenant-colonels under him ; one of 
whom has the command of the military at 
Batavia, and the other at Cty/on ; there are 
befides fix majors, two of whom rcfldc at 

Ceylon, 
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Ceylon, one on the Malabar coaft, one at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia ; one 
of thefc laft is, at the lame time, chief of 
the artillery. 

There is a regiment of dragoons, which 
ferve as a body-guard to the governor gene- 
ral. The infantry are divided into two batah 
lions, and arc quartered within and without 
the city. 

Bcfules thefe regular troops, two compa- 
nies, called penmjlsy are embodied, cohfill* 
ing in merchants, junior merchants, book- 
keepers, and afliftants. One Company are 
called pennijis of the caftle, and the other, 
pennijls of the city. The former are com- 
manded by the firft fecretary of the govern- 
ment, and the latter by one of the lenior 
merchants of the caftle. They are reviewed 
once a year, by the governor general, and 
the council ; and each company have a dif- 
tinft uniform, 

The other Company’s fervants are alfo 
formed into two companies ; oqe confifting 
in the marines, and others, belonging to the 
admiralty-wharf, with the commandant and 
upper comptroller of equipment at their 

head | 
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head ; the other of the workmen of the 
ambagts kwartier^ with the fabriek as their 
captain. 

Independently of thefe, all the free inhabi- 
tants, or citizens, are likewile enrolled in 
two companies of horfe, and of foot, which 
are commanded by a counfellor of India, as 
colonel, and mount guard every night at the 
townhall. 

All the praftitioners of furgery, are fub- 
ordinate to a chief, who has the controul 
over all the furgeons, and lurgeons* mates, as 
well on board of the (hips, as in the hof- 
pitals ; and who has the rank of fenior mer- 
chant. 

It will not be unfuitable in this place, to 
make fome mention of the diftinftions of 
precedency and rank, which arc fo minutely 
attended to in all the Company’s polfeffions 
in India, and which may, on no account, be 
neglefted ; more efpecially in all public 
companies, and alTemblies. Every indi- 
vidual is as ftiff and formal, and is as feel- 
ingly alive to every infraftion of his privi- 
leges, in this refped, as if his happinefs or 
mifery depended wholly upon the due ob- 
fervance of them. Nothing is more par- 
ticularly 
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tkularly attended to, at entertainments, and 
in companies, by the mafter of the houfc, 
than the feating of every gueft, and drink- 
ing their healths, in the exaft order of pre- 
ccdcncy. The ladies are peculiarly prone to 
inlift upon every prerogative attached to the 
ftation of their huftands ; fomc of them, if 
they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower 
than they arc entitled to, will fit in fullen 
and proud filence, for the whole time the 
entertainment lafts. It does not unfre- 
quently happen, that two ladies, of equal 
rank, meeting each other, in their carriages, 
one will not give way to the other, though 
they may be forced to remain for hours in 
the ftreet. Not long before I left Batavia, 
this happened between two clergymen’s 
wives, who chancing to meet in their car- 
riages, in a narrow place, neither would 
give way, but flopped the paflage for full a 
quarter of an hour, during which time, they 
abui'ed each other in the mod virulent man- 
ner, making ufe of the moft reproachful epi- 
thets, and whore bikI flave’s brat, were 
bandied about without mercy: the mother 
of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a 
flave, and the other, as I was told, was not 

a little 
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a little fufpcfted, of richly dcferving the firft 
appellation: they, at laft, rode by one an- 
other, continuing their railing till they were 
out of fight ; but this occurrence was the oc- 
cafion of an aftlon, which was brought before 
the council, and carried on with the greatcft 
virulence and perfeverance. 

To provide againft thefe difputes on the 
fubjeft of precedency, the refpeAivc ranks of 
all the Company’s fervants were afeertained 
by a refolution of government, which was 
renewed in 1764 ; and a regulation refpeft- 
ing the pomp of funeral proceflions, was, at 
the fame time, added to it, which is ftill in 
force. 

Regulations were likewife introduced with 
refpeft to drefs, during the government of 
the governor general Mossel ; by which, 
perfons of a certain condition, were alone 
allowed to wear embroidered, or laced, 
clothes ; but this is but little attended to at 
prefent, for almoft every one who choofes, 
now goes dreffed in this forbidden finery, 
and fumptuary laws foon grow into difufc 
here, as well as in other places. Velvet 
coats are, however, not common, and they 

are 
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arc abfolutcly prohibited to be worn by any 
one under the rank of fenior merchant*. 

When 

» The ail by which thefc rcgulationi were eftabliflied, is 
compoiedi together with a fupplement, of a hundred and 
tWrty-one articles, and relates to all the Dutch fettlements in 
India. It enters into the mofl minute detail refpeiling the 
carringes, horfes, chairs, fervants, dnTs, ike. of the Company’s 
fervants, and exhibits a flrangc picture of mcannefs and UU- 
bcraliiy in the mid (I of affcfled grandeur. By the 8th articlei 
little chaifes forchildrtii, drawn by the hand, mull not be 
gilt, or painted, but in the exail proportion of the rank of the 
parent*. By the 31II, it is ordained, that no one lower in 
rank than a merchant (hall make ufe of a pararo4 or umbrella, 
in the neighbourhood of the callle, except when it rains. 
Ladies, whefe hulbandi arc below the rank of counfellors of 
India, may not wear at one time, jewels of more in value than 
fix thoufand rixdollars; wives of fenior merchants, are limited 
to four thoufand, others to three thouland, and a thoufand. 
Article 49th, permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad 
with three female attendants, who may wear “ car-rings of 
“ lingle middle-fizcd diamonds, gold liair-pins, petticoats of 
** cloth of gold, or lilvcr, or of filk, jackets of gold or filvcr 
gauze, chains of gold, or of beads, and girdles of gold, but 
“ neither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewels, 

“ in the hair.” WivCi of fenior merchants may have two, 
and ladies in an inferior ftation, one, maid,, who may wear 
** ear-rings of fmall diamonds, gold liair-pins, a jacket of fine 
** linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or filver ftuffs or 
“ filks, or any jewels, true or falfe pearls, or any other ornaments 
of gold.” By article 65, none but perfons of the highcll 
rank are allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums, 
among the mufic, with w’hich it is cullomary to entertain 
guelh during dinner. There is a wife recoounendation in 

the 
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When ampler 4 complete, there are 
twelve qkrgyocjt^ of ^e. reformed religion, 
at EiUavia, ^of whom pres^chio the Dutqh, 
four in the Portuguefe, ood two in the Mv 
lay, languages i there are likewife three 
Lutheran minifters, who preach in Dutch. 

•Service is performed every Sunday, in the 
above three languages ; in Dutcit, at two 
churches in the morning, but only at one 

the 83d article, to the officers of the Company in Bengali not 
to furpafs their predeceflbrs in pomp of drefs, or appearance^ 
and efpecially not the governors or chiefs of the othCT Euro- 
pean fettlemenU. Perhaps the noth article, is the mofl 
curious of all. It allows to the dire^or at Suratf when he 
goes out in (hite, among other things, four fans, madei accord- 
ing to the fafhion of the country, with the feathers of birds of 
paradife, and cow*hair, with golden cafes and handles. It is 
in this fame aft of the coijncil, that the orders before noticed, 
refpefting tlic homage to be paid by every one, on meeting 
the members of the government in their carriages, or when 
they enter the churches, arc inferted. It likewife fixes the 
duties to be paid upon all parriages, horfes, It is worthy 
of obfervation, that thofe upon carriages encreafe downwards, 
from the higher to the lower ranks { mrmben of the govern- 
ment pay 50 rixdoUars per annum, captains of jfie military, 
merchants, &c. 100, junior merchants, &c. 123, book- 
keepers, &c. 180, citizens of no fpccial rank, and native inha- 
bitants of confidcration, 2001 and the common natives, 300 
rlxdoUan, for keeping of qurrifges. Larger or fmaller fioet^ 
trt the penalties attJiched to the infra^on of almo(l all thefe 
fumptuary fegulations. Where wealth and pride unite, they 

therefore, of little avw4 to reftrain «n excels of luxury. T'. 
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in t\e afternoon. An examination of cate* 
chumens takes place every Wednetilay even- 
ing. So that upon the whole, thefe reverend 
gentlemen need not complain, when their 
number is complete, of too fevere labour in 
the vineyard of the Lord. The morning- 
fervice commences at half paft eight o’clock, 
and is generally over by ten, when the 
greateft heat of the day begins to come on. 

Ecclefiaftical difputes, are never heard of 
here. The Company’s government, who 
are extremely anxious to avoid every thing 
that could interrupt the public tranquillity, 
would foon terminate the quarrel, by the 
fummary argument of force, an example 
whereof is to be met with in Valentyn. 

It is much to be withed, that upright and 
learned clergymen, were alone fent hither. 
Yet that this is not -always the cafe, appears 
from a refolution taken by the government 
there, in the year 1 768, earneftly to requeft 
that the^ aflembly of feventeen, would dif- 
patch Ibme minifters of the gofpel, pofTc/Ted 
of virtue and learning, to Batavia, with an 
augmentation of falaries and emoluments. 
Their falary was then one thoufaod eight 
hundred gilders per annum, but with their 

allowances 
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allowances for houferent, board, &c. they 
could reckon upon three thoufand’*', which is 
♦certainly not enough to live upon at Batavia^ 
with a family, and on an equal footing with 
the fenior merchants. 

Once in every year, or fometimes only 
once in two years, one of. the clergymen of 
Batavia^ go upon* a vifitation, to the Com- 
pany’s pofleflions, on Sumatra s weft coaft. 
Some of them, w'ell know how to avail of 
fuch occafions, to the advantage of their 
pockets, by taking with them as much mer- 
chandize for fale, as they can find room for 
in the (hip, by which they fake their paflage. 

The coins current at Batavia, are the 
following: — the milled Dutch gold ducat, 
which is worth fix gilders and twelve ftivers : 
. the Japan gold coupangs, of which the old, 
go for twenty-four gilders, and the new, 
for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers : the 
Spaniih dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls, ac- 
cording to the quantity jn circulation, or the 
degree of demand ; its value is generally be- 
tween fixty-three and fixty-fix ftivers : the 
milled filver ducatoon, which is the current 

* About 275/. ftcrling. T, 

X 2 
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coin of the Company, throughout their pof- 
feffions, except on the continent of India ; 
its proportionate value, according to thc^ 
other coins, is fixty-fix ftivers ; but in In- 
dian money it goes for ei^ty, at which 
rate it is current at Batavia ; at the Cape of 
Good Hopey it is worth feventy-two, and at 
Cochin Icvcnty-five ftivers : the unmilledf 
ducatoon, is two ftivers lefs at Batavia: the 
milled Batavia rupee, called the filver der^ 
ham d'Java, which was formerly coined at 
Batavia^ is made good in the Company’s 
books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula- 
tion it is taken at thirty ; it is the only rupee 
that goes for fo much at Batavia^ and is 
current at Amboynay Banda, T ?rnatey Macaf 
far^ and Malacca, at the fame rate, but on 
the coaft of Malabar, it is eight per cent* 
le(s in value, than the Surat x\}'pcQ ; all other 
rupees generally go for twenty-lbvcn ftivers ; 
the Pcrlian rupees are the moft current ; 
there are alio half and quarter rupees in cir- 
culation: the I’maller coins are (killings, 
dubbeltjcr, or twopenny-pieces, and doits; 
there arc two forts of Ikillkiga, the old, 
which arc the fame as arc current in Hol- 
kind, go for lix ftivers, but the new, which 


are 
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are here called ftiip-fkillings, are worth fcvca 
and a half: twopenny-pieces, which are old 
and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new, 
for two ftivcrs and a half ; no other doits are 
taken in change, than thofe that arc ftampcd 
with the jnark of the Eaft-Ijidia Company, 
and thefe are equal to a farthing in value : 
the rixdollar, which is the money ufed for 
accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is 
worth forty-eight ftivers, thus three new or 
milled ducatoons, are equal to five rix- 
dollars *. . 

Moft merchants’ goods are calculated at 
Batavia, by picols of one hundred and 


* The following is a table of tbe value in ftcrling money, 
of the above coins, at the par exchange of f.ii per pound; 
via, 
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twenty-five pounds^ Amfterdam weight*^, 
and thefe are fubdivided into a hundred cattis, 
each weighing one pound and a quarter. 

Rice, and other grain, is meafured by 
ccyangSy which differ in weight. On the 
receipt of the rice by the Company at yava^ 
they muft weigh three thoufand five hundred 
pounds. They are (hipped to Batavia for 
three thoufand four hundred, and landed 
there for three thoufand three hundred. The 
warchoufe-keepers, difpatch them for the 
out-fadorias for three thoufand two hundred, 
where they are unloaden for three thoufand 
one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered 
for confumption for three thoufand pounds at 
the out-fadorics, namely, thofe that receive 
their rice from Batavia^ as Malacca^ the 
Cape of Go d HopCy Ceylon^ Sumatra^ weft 
coaft, &c, thus every coyang lofcs five hun- 
dred pounds in weight f . 

Sugar 

• Ricaud, in his Trmti dt C^mmrety makes thc/;V»/, 
Batav.a^ equal to AmaercUm weight. T* 

t This deficiency is an allowance which is made to the 
Company's fervsnti who refpeftively have the management of 
the rice, for inihnee, for every 3,500 received at Batavis^ the 
wwehoufe-kccpers are only bound to deliver 3,20c, &c. 
Out of this diflFerence they muft make good all lofs, by duftr 
&c. ind what they can keep over is a perquifite to ihcmfdvef. 

Similar 
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Sugar is taken by canajfersy of three ptcols^ 
or three hundred andvfeventy-five pounds, 
neat, each : the grofs weight is about four 
hundred or four hundred and five pounds. 

gantingy is a fmall rice-nmeafure, of 
thirteen pounds and a half in weight. 

Every bag of coffee, which is Ihipped from 
Batavia to Holland, weighs two hundred 
and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon, 
eighty pounds. 


Similar allowances arc made on moll of the goods in which 
the Company tnde, and they arc all very particularly 6xcd by 
a refoluiion of the council. They form a very material part 
of the income of the Company’s fervants j who, however, 
arc bound to fell again to the Company, what they have gain* 
cd in this way, of all fpices, coffee, faltpctrc, japan copper, 
and tin ; the other articles ^ey ait aliotyed to difpofe of a^ 
they pleale. T» 
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CHAPtER V. 

Mode af IMng of the Eutopeans at Bata'Via.v-^ 
JVomn,---^heir early Marriages.-^CompIexioti,-^ 
temper, — Manner of Life, — Education of CbiU 
dren, — Bathing, — Excejftve JeaicuJy of the Indian 
Ladies, — Cruelty to their Female S laves. •^Short 
Widowhoods. — Their Drefs, — Diverjions , — Car- 
riages. — Norimons, — Carts drawn by Buffaloes . — 
Further Particulars of the Management of the 
Company's Trade, — Senior Merchants of the Cafile. 
— Adminiftraters or WarehouJe-keepers. — Ccfit- 
miffaries at the tVarehbitJes, — Exportation of Gold 
hkd Silver to India, 

Europeans, >^hcthcr Dutch, or df 

any other nation, and in whatever Ration 
they are, live at Batavia^ nearly in the famd 
manner. In the morning, at five o’clock, 
or earlier, when the day breaks, they get up. 
Many of them, then go and fit at their doors ; 
but others flay in the houfe, with nothing 
but a light gown, in which they fleep, thrown 
over their naked limbs ; they then breakfaft 
upon coffee or tea ; afterwards they drefs, 
and go out, to attend to the bufiuefs they 

may 
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may have, Almc^ all, who have any place 
or employment, muft be at their proper 
ftation at, or before, eight o’clock, and thev 
remain at work till eleven, or half paft, 
At twelve o’clock they dine ; take an after- 
noon’s nap till four, and attend to their bufi- 
nefi again till fix, or take a tour out of the 
city in a carriage. At fix o’clock, they 
aflemble in com|^nies, and play, or converfc, 
till nine, when they return home ; whoever 
choofes to ftay to fupper is welcome ; and 
eleven o’clock is the ufual hour of retirine to 
reft. Convivial gaiety I’ecms to reign 
among them, and yet it is linked with a 
kind of fufpicious referve, which pervades all 
ftations, and all companies, and is the con- 
fcquence of an arbitrary and jealous govern* 
nicnt. The leaft word, that may be wrefted 
to an evil meaning, may bring on very 
ferious confequences, if it reach the ears of 
the perfon who is aggrieved, either in fa6^, 
or in imagination. 1 have heard many peo- 
ple aflert, that they would not confide in 
their own brothers, in this country. 

No women are prefent at thefe alTcmblics, 
they have their own feparate companies. 

Married men, .neither give themfelves 

much 
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much concern about their wives, nor ftew 
them much regard. They feldom converfc 
fvith them, at leaft not on ufeful fubjeils, or 
fuch as concern fociety. After having been 
married for years, the ladies arc often, 
therefore, as ignorant of the world and of 
manners, as upon their wedding-day. It is 
not that they have no capacity to learn, but 
the men have no inclination to teach. 

The men generally go drefled in the 
Dutch fafliion, and often wear black. 

As foon as you enter a houfe, w here you 
intend to flop for an hour or more, you are 
dcfircd by the mafter, to make yourlelf com- 
fortable, by taking off fomo of your clothes, 
&c. This is done, by laying afidc the fword, 
pulling off the coat, and wig (for mod men 
wear wigs here), and fubftituting in the 
room of the lad, a little white night-cap, 
which is generally carried in the pocket, 
for that purpole. 

When they go out, on foot, they are at- 
tended by a flave, who carries a funfhadc 
(called here fambreel or payang) over their 
heads ; but whoever is lower in rank than a 
junior merchant, may not have a flave behind 
him, but mud Carry a fmall funihadc himfclf, 

Mod 
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Moft of the white women, who are feeii 
at Batavia^ are born in the Indies. Thofe 
who come from Europe at a marriageable 
age, are very few in number. I (hall, 
therefore, confine my obfervatiohs to the 
former. 

Thefe are either the offspring of European 
mothers, or of oriental female flaves, who 
having firfl: been miftreircs to Europeans, 
have afterwards beeirmarried to them, and 
have been converted to chriftianity, or at 
leaft have affumed the name of chrillians. 

The children prothiced by thefe marriages, 
may be known, to the third and fourth gene- 
ration, ei'pecially by the eyes, which are much 
fmaller than in the unmixed progeny of 
Europeans. 

There are likewife children, who are the 
offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never 
become entirely white. 

Children born in the Indies, are nick- 
named liplaps by the Europeans, although 
both parents may have come from Europe. 

Girls are commonly marriageable at 
twelve or thirteen years of age, and fome- 
times younger. It feldom happens, if they 
arc but tolerably handfonae, have any mo- 
ney, V 
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ney, or any to cxpefl, or are related to 
people in power, that they are unmarried 
after that age. 

As they marry while they are yet children, 
it may eafily be conceived, that they do not 
polfefs thofc requifites which enable a woman 
to manage a family with propriety. There 
are many of them, who can neither read 
nor write, nor poffefs any ideas of religion, 
of morality, or of focial intcrcourfe. 

Being married fo young, they feldom get 
many children, and are old women at thirty 
years of age. Women of fifty, in Europe, 
look younger and frelher, than thofe of 
thirty at Batavia. They a^e, in general, of 
a very delicate make, and of an extreme 
fair complexion ; but the tints of Vermillion 
which embellith our northern ladies, are 
wholly ablent from their cheeks ; the Ikin of 
their face and hands, is of the moft deadly 
pale white. Beauties muft not be fought 
amongfl: them ; the handfomeft whom I faw, 
would Icarcely be thought middling pretty, 
in Europe. 

They have very fupple joints, and can 
turn their fingers, hands, and arms, in 
almoU every dire^ion ; but this they have 

I 
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in common with the women iii the Weft- 
Indies, and in other tropical climates. 

They are commonly of a liftlels and lazy 
temper ; bnt this ought chiefly to be aferibed 
to their education, and the number of flaves 
of both fexes, that they always have to wait 
upon them. 

They rife about half part feven, or eight 
o’clock, in the morning. They fpend the 
forenoon in playing and toying with their 
female flaves, whom they are never without, 
and in laughing and talking with them, 
while a few moments afterwards, they will 
have the poor creatures whipped unmerci- 
fully, for the merefl: trifle. They loll, in a 
loofe and airy drefs, upon a ftfa, or fit upon 
a low ftool, or upon the ground, with their 
legs crofled under them. In the mean time, 
they do not omit the chewing of pinang, or 
betel, with which cuftom all the Indian 
women arc infatuated ; they likewife maf- 
ticatc the Java tobacco; this makes their 
fpittle of a crimfon colour, and when they 
have done it long, they get a black llorder 
along their lips, their teeth become black, 
and their mouths are very difagrccable, 
though it is pretended that this ufc purifies 

the 
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the mouth, and preferves from the tooth- 
ache* 

As the Indian women are really not de- 
ficient in powers of underftanding, they 
would become very ufeful members of 
ciety, endearing wives, and good mothers, 
if they were but kept from familiarity with 
the flaves in their infancy, and educated un- 
der the immediate eye of their parents, who 
fliould be affiduous to inculcate, in their ten- 
der minds, the principles of true morality, 
and polithed manners. But, alas ! the pa- 
rents are far from taking fuch a burthenfomc 
talk upon themfelves. As foon as the child 
is born, they abandon it to the care of a 
female flavc, who generally fuckles it, and 
by whom it is reared, till it attains the age of 
nine or ten years, Thefe nurfes are often 
but one remove above a brute, in point of 
intellefl ; and the little innocents imbibe, 
with their milk, all the prejudices and fuper- 
fiitious notions, which difgrace the minds 
of their attendants, and which are never 
eradicated during the remainder of their 
lives, but feem to ftamp them, rather with 
the character of .the progen^ of defpicable 
flaves, thin pf a civilized race of beings* 

They 
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They are remarkably fond of bathing 
and ablutions, and they make ufe of a 
large tub, for this purpofc, which holtfs 
three hoglheads of water, and#in which 
they immerge their whole body, at leaft 
twice a week. Some of them do this, in 
the morning, in one of the running ftreams 
out of the city. 

In common with moft of the women in 
India, they cherifh a moft cxceffivc jealouly 
of their hulbands, and of their female flaves. 
If they difeover the fmalleft familiarity 
between them, they fet no bounds to their 
thirft of revenge againft thefe poor bondf- 
women, who, in moft cafes, have not dared 
to refift the will of their mafters, for fear of 
ill treatment. 

They torture them in various ways ; they 
have them whipped with rods, and beat with 
rattans, till they fink down before them, 
nearly exhaufted : among other methods of 
toifeenting them, they make the poor girls 
fit before them in fuch 'a pofture, that they 
can pinch them with their toes^ in a certain 
fcnfible part, which is the peculiar objcdt of 
their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity, 
that they faint away, by the excefs of pain. 

Iftiall 
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1 ihaU refrain from the recital in- 
ft&nceS) which I have heard, of the moft 
reined cmeky praflifed upon thefe wretched 
viftims of ^aloufy, by Indian women, and 
which have been related to me by witneflTcs 
worthy of belief; they are too repugnant to 
every feeling of humanity, and furpafs the 
ufual bounds of credibility. 

Having thus fatiated their anger upon 
their (laves, their next objeft is to take equal 
revenge upon their hulbands, which they do 
in a manner lefs cruel, and more pleafant to 
themfelves. 

The warmth of the climate, which in- 
fluences ftrongly upon their conftitutions, 
together with the diflblutc lives of the men 
before marriage, are the caufes of much 
wantonnefs and diffipation among the wo- 
men. 

Marriages are always made at Batavia^ 
on Sundays, yet the bride never appears 
abroad before the following WedneAiy 
evening, when (he attends divine fervicc; 
to be fooner feen in publict would be a vio- 
ktion of the rules of decorum. 

As ibon as a woman becomes a widow, 
and the body of her huiband is interred, 

which 
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which is generally clone the day after his 
dcceafe, if (he be but rich, flic has imme- 
diately a number of fuitors. A certain lady, 
who loft her hulband while I was at Ba- 
tavia, had, in the fourth week of her widow- 
hood, a fourth lover, and at the end of three 
months, ftie married again, and would have 
done it fooncr, if the laws had allowed 
of it. 

Their drefs is very light and airy ; they 
have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round 
the body, and faftened under the arms, next 
to the fkin ; over it they wear a (hift, a 
jacket, and a chintz petticoat ; which is all 
covered by a long gown or iatay^ as it is 
called, which hangs loofe ; the fleeves come 
down to the wrifts, where they arc fattened 
clofc,with fix or feven little gold, or diamond 
buttons. When they go out in ftate, or to a 
company where they expeft the prefence of 
a lady of a counfellor of India, they put 
on a very fine muflin kaiay, which is made 
like the other, but hangs down to the feet, 
while the firft only reaches to the knees. 
When they invite each other, it is always 
with the condition of coming with the long, 
or the fliort iaiay. They all go with their 

VOL. t. Y heads 
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heads uncovered ; the hair, which is per- 
fcftly black, is worn in a wreath, faftened 
with gold and diamond hairpins, Which 
they call a conJe * : in the front, and on the 
fides of the head, it is ftroked fmooth, and 
rendered fliiiiing, by being anointed with 
cocoanut-oil. They are particularly fet up- 
on thi? head-drefs, and the girl who can 
drefs their hair the moft to their liking, is 
their chief favourite among their Haves. 
On Sundays they fometimes drefs in the 
European ftyle, with ftays and other fafhion- 
able incumbrances, which however they do 
not like at all, being accuftomed to a drefs 
fo much loofer, and more pleafant, in this 
torrid clime. 

When a lady goes out, fhc has ufually 
four, or more, female (laves attending her, 
one of whom bears her betel-box. They 
are fumptuoufly adorned with gold and fil- 


* The Englilh travellers who have vifited Batavia^ have all 
admired the tafte of this head drefs, which they have thought 
inexprelhbly elegant. When the ladies pay their evening- 
vifits to each other, the wreath of I»air is furrounded by a 
cltaplci of flowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the 
njfBaitthes famhac^ or Arabian jcflTamine, unites with the mo- 
deft fwcetnel's of the fcUanthej tuherofa^ and is beautifully in- 
termix^ with the goldca ftars of the mimnfipi tltnii. T. 
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ver, and this oftentatious luxury, the Indian 
ladies carry to a very great excefs *. 

They feldom mix in company with the 
men, except at marriage-feafts. 

The title of my lady is given exclufively to 
the wives of counfellors of India. 

The ladies are very fond of riding through 
the ftreets of the town, in their carriages, in 
the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was 
in a more flourilhing condition, they were 
accompanied by muficians : but this is little 
cuftomary at prefent, no more than rowing 
through the canals that interfeft the town, 
in little pleafure-boats ; and the going upon 
thefe parties,, which were equally enlivened 
by mufic, was called orangbayen. 

When I came to Batavia^ there was a 
theatre there ; but it was given up before 
my departure. 

The coaches ufed at Batavia, arc fmall 
and light. No one is reftrained from keep- 
ing a carriage, but all are limited with rc- 
fpedt to its decoration and painting. Thefe 
are fcrupulolifly regulated, according to the 

* See the note in the foregoing chapter, relative to the 
fumptuary regulations introduced at Batavia, of which this 
feems to be a notorious infraction. T. 

Y 2 
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refpediive ranks. Glafs windows to coaches, 
arc alone allowed to the members of the 
government, who have alfo the privilege of 
painting or gilding their carriages agreeable 
their own tafte. 

It is ordained, that a flave fliall run before 
every wheel-carriage, with a (lick in his 
hand, in order to give notice of its nearnefs, 
and prevent all accidents ; for the flreets not 
being paved, the approach of the carriage 
cannot be other wife ealily perceived, 

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for 
keeping a carriage ; but mod people hire 
one, at the rate of lixty rixdollars a month, 
of the licenfed ftablekeeper?, by whom the 
duty is paid Counfellors of India, and a 
few others, of the Company’s upper fervants, 
are exempted from it. 

Sedan-chairs are not in ufe here. The 
ladies, however, fometimes employ a con- 
veyance, that is fomewhat like them, and 
is called a nortmon. This is a kind of box, 
narrower at the top than the bottom, and 

* The annual tax paid by the ftablckeepers, is 80 rix- 
dolltrs, if living within, and 50, if without, the city. On a 
fonner occafion, the diflrrent rates of the duty on carnages, 
paid by diflferent perfons, have been noticed. J. 
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carried by a thick bamboo pole, fattened 
over the top. They fit in it, with their legs 
croffed under them, and have then juft 
room enough to fit upright, without being 
fcen. 

The carts, drawn by buffaloes, which ferve 
to Convey goods inland, are of a very fim- 
ple, and no Icfs clumfy, conftruftion. A 
long pole, which ferves for a beam, goes 
through an axletree, which turns two 
wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits, 
which are fawn out of the trunk of a thick 
tree, being about four feet in diameter, and 
having a round hole in the center, through 
which the end of the axletree is inferred. 
At the farther end of the beam, there is 
a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet 
in length, with four ftout pegs, which is laid 
upon the fhouldcrs of two buffaloes, in the 
manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit 
between the pegs, and this ferves both to 
bear the weight of the cart, and to drag it 
along. The carts themfelves arc fmall, and 
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a 
covering made of leaves, to preferve the load 
from the rain. 

Y3 
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The trade of the Company, as we have 
before fald, is managed by the direftor 
general. The burthenfome duty of his of- 
fice, is greatly alleviated by two afliftants, 
who arc fenior merchants of the caftle. 
Their bufincfs confifts chiefly, in fuperin- 
tending the houfing in the Company’s 
warqhoulcs of all goods which are brought 
to Batavia by their (hips, and the delivery of 
them again ; all returns on this fcore, are 
firft made to them. The fenior of them 
has the fuperintcndence over all the goods 
that arrive, and the other, over thofc that 
are difpatched. Deliveries are made on 
warrants figncd by one of them. All pa- 
pers, relative to trade, which arc received 
from the out-fadories, arc examined by 
them, and they report their contents to 
the direifor. They arc both llkcwife ad- 
miniflrators of the great treafury, but de- 
rive little emolument from it, Their office 
is one of the moft troublefome of any in the 
Company’s civil fervice at Batavia^ hnd is 
not equally lucrative in comparifon with 
others, to which lefs labour is attached, 
whence much greater profits accrue ; 

vet 

/ 
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yet it is an office of much confid nation, as it 
gives the precedency before all o:her fenior 
merchants. 

All merchandize is houfed in the Com- 
pany's repofitories, which are fituated partly 
in the city of Batavia, and partly on the 
ifland of Onrttjl, under the diredion of admi- 
niftrators, or warchoufe-keepers, who mull: 
render account of the fame. 

This branch of bufmcls is divided into 
feveral departments, each of which has two 
adminiftrators,two commilfarlcs, anda book- 
keeper. Some of thefc adminiftratorfliips 
arc very lucrative employments, ,efpccially 
that of the ifland Onrujl, on account of the 
large quantities of goods, which are laid 
up there. A certain per centage is allowed 
to all the adminiftrators, upon the whole 
of the goods which they deliver, for wafte, 
lofs in weight, and damage, when the de-» 
livery is eftefted within a twelvemonth af- 
ter the receipt ; but when the gooda have 
lain more than a year in the warehoules, 
the allowance is greater. 

The occupation of the commiffaries at 
the warehoules, is to take care that the 
Company fulFer no prejudice at the receipt 
Y 4 or 
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or delivery of goods. They arc obliged to 
be prefcnt at the weighing of every thing, 
and to be attentive to the accuracy of the 
weight ; an oath of fidelity in the difeharge 
of their duty, is adminiftered to them, an* 
nually, by the council of juftice, 

The quantity of goods font from Europe to 
India, is inconfiderable, in compariibn with 
thofe which are conveyed from one part of 
the Indies to another, or to Europe. The 
chief article of exportation to India, is gold 
and filver, both bullion, and coined *. 


^ The annual exportation of the precious metali to India, 
by the Dutch Eail'India Con pany, has been calculated at 
/.6, 000,000, or nearly 5^,000/. T. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A Jhort Account ef (be Qut-fa5fortes,-^h}A^o^riK. 
— Banda. — Terkate. — Macasser. — Ti- 
mor.— Benjermassino. — Malacca. — The 
Northeaft Coaft a/ Java. — Coqft of Coroman- 
PEL. — Ceylon. — Bengal. — Surat. — Coaft 
of Malabar.- — IVeft Coafi of Sumatra. — 
Bantam. — Palembang. — Cheribon. — 
trade to J a p a k . — to C h i n a. — Abandonment of 
fever d FaBories^ and ^Iradingplaces. — Decay of 
the Company's irade in the JVeft of India^ chiefly 
enoing to the Preponderance of the Englijh. — Pre» 
miums to the Ship*s Credos that return from In^ 
dia. — Decay of Batavia, by the Decreaje of prF 
vate Trade, — Unbealtbhefs of the Place, — Ad- 
niiniflration of the Province ^Jaccatra . — Im- 
ports at Batavia. — The Ifland Onrust. — De 
KuIPER. — PURMEREND. — EdaM. 

The Company's poffefficns in India, arc 
diftinguiflied into thole fituated to the caft- 
ward, and thofe to the weftward of 
tavia. To the eaftward, the government, 
or province of Amboyna, holds the firft rank ; 
to it belong the neighbouring illands; and 
of the iiland of Qeram. The Com- 
pany's 



pany’s fervants appertaining to Amboyna^ 
are in number about eight or nine hun* 
drcd. 

The only article of trade produced here, 
is cloves ; thefe arc grown in fuch quan- 
tities, that the government at Batavia^ lbme« 
times order a large number of clove-trees 
to be extirpated, and that no more than a 
certain fixed number fhall be planted. 

Thus, by a refolution of the year 176^, 
they ordered that the propagation of the 
clove-trees (hould ccafe, till their number 
was reduced to 550,000 ; the number of 
trees, both young, and fruit-bearing, was 
then 759,040. In the year 1770, an ex- 
traordinary fine crop, produced upwards of 
2,2co,ooo/i/. of cloves ; each pound fcarccly 
ftands the Company in more than five 
ftivers 

Banda is the fecond government to the 
caftward. It confifts of feveral fmall 

* Oa Mr. Stavokinus's fccond vo)agc he viCted 
and has there, in book ii. given a verj' copious account 
of it. W e refrain, therefore, from making any additions, to his 
fhort notice of it in. this chapter ; and fliall onlv enlarge on 
thofe fctilcmcnts, which he did not himfclf touch at, and of 
w’hich he gives no further, or a very flight account. T,' • j, 

iflands. 



iflands The number of Europeans in 
garrlfon, or otherwife in the fervice of the 

Com- 


* The province of BandA is about three or four weeks* 
fail from ; it confifts of fix fmall iflands, which lie 

clofe to each other ; upon AV/Vtf, which is fituate in 4® 30^ 
fouth lati’ude, flands the chief fcttlcment of the pro- 
vince ; it has a fjiqcious and commodious harbour, but very 
ditncult to be entered ; flilp^ anchor under the cannon of 
two fort>, called Belg ca and the firfl flands upon an 

eminence, and commands the whole extent of the illand, 
and of the harbour, as well as fort Naffau ; it would how- 
ever, at Icafl require a garrifon of 400 men to be capable 
of defence, atid tne whole number of military in all the 
iflands, fcarcely ever exceeds 300 ; the next ifland is that of 
Lwtheir^ or BanJa proper. The refidencles of ff^ayer and 
OeneHf arc on this illand, and it has a fort, and two or 
three redoubts ; the third and fourth in importance, are Puk- 
and Puh rvn ; upon the firfl of which there is a fmall 
fort, and upon the other a redoubt ; and thefe four iflands, 
are the only places where the cultivation of the nutmeg-tree 
is allowed by the Company ; the other two are, Pozin^itt, 
on which there is a redoubt, and to this ifland the Company 
often banifll their flate-prifoners ; and Gunung apt ^ which ha* 
a volcano, conftantly emitting fmoke, and often flames. To 
this government likcwife belong fcvcral other iflands in the 
neighbourhood, known by the appellations of the foutli- 
eaftern, and the fouthweflern ifles. Their inhabitants arc 
in alliance with* the Company, and furnifh a confiderable 
quantity of provifions, confifting of wild boars, flags, fea- 
cows, and other articles of food, which they barter at }ieira 
for piece-goods, and other ncccf&rics. This trade, however 
trifling, is of much benefit to the inhabitant! of Banda ; and 

k 
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Company there, does not much differ from 
that at Amboyua, 

It has little to fear from enemies, being, 
as it were, fortified by nature, and almoft 
every where inaccefliblc, on account of its 
fteep fhores. The violent currents, and 
narrow pafTages likewife make the naviga- 
tion very dangerous *. The Company’s 

(hips 

it is fuppofed that the province would reap greater advan* 
rages from it, if the Company would allow Neira to be- 
come a more commercial place ; but the fufpicious policy 
of the government, has always been diref^ed to prevent 
the frequency of communication with the fpice-i (lands, that 
as little opening might be left, as poflible, for the profe- 
cution of a clandcftinc trade, or for the knowledge of the 
lituation, and (late of defence of thefe pofl'cffions. T, 

♦ The eftflblifhment at the ides of BanJa^ conlifted, in 
1776 and 177;, of 55 perfons in civil employments, 3 cler- 
gymen, 16 furgeons and alTiftants ; 35 belonging to the ar. 
tillery ; 8a fcamen and marines employed on fliore ; 283 
foldicrs, and 40 mechanics: in all 514 Europeans, befides 
a I of the natives in the Company’s fervicc; yet the orders 
of the Company require that the garrifon here (hould amount 
to 700 men. Befides the ufual falarics, the Company allow 
their fervants at Banda, five per cent on the falc of goods 
imported, and feven per cent furplui-weight on the nut- 
megs collef^ed j of which emoluments belong to the go- 
vernor, to the fecond in command, and the reft is 
diftributed by fixed portions among the other Company's 
fqvapts } fix per cent is likewife allowed on the nutmegs, 

and 
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fhips are obliged to be warped in with the 
afliftance of many boats. 

The produce coiififts in nutmegs and 
mace ; the former, (land the Company in 
about one and a quarter ftiver per pound, 
and the latter in about nine ftivers 

The 

and tweire per cent on the macc, (liipped off, for lofs in 
weight by drying, crumbling, &c. ; the profit accruing by 
which, ii divided equally between the governor, and the 
warehoufe- keepers ; the governor has likewife an allowance 
of /.a4o, or about 22/. per month, for uble-money. When 
the Englifh Admiral Rainiek took poiTeflion oftheiflands 
of Amhi^a and in February and March, 1 796, the 

firft, and indeed the only article of the capitulation, was, 
that the fenior and junior ofiicers of the civil eftablifh- 
“ ment, the clergy, the military, and the marines,, fhould 
“ continue to receive their ufual pay.” Notwitbftanding 
the natural means of defence of thefc iflands, they fell art 
eafw prey to the Englifli ; no refiftance was made, cither 
here, or at Amhoyna^ nor was there a fhot fired, or a man 
killed, on either fide. T, 

* This is nearly conformable to the prices ftafed by Abb6 
Ratnal, who fays that the Company paid nine Rivers per 
pound for the mace, and one and an eighth for nutmegs ; 
but the faA is, that the planreri were formerly obliged to fur- 
nifh all their fpice to the Company, upon pain of death for 
felling to any othtfr, at 14, pennings, or J of a ftiver, for the 
found nutmegs ; half as much for ihofc which were worm- 
eaten j 8 ftivers 5I pennings for the mace ; and half 
much for the duft of macc ; but ia the year 1778 a violent 

hurricane 
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The third government is that of Ternate^ 
to which the illand of Tidore is fubordinate. 

The 

hurricane having ruinfd moft of the plantations, the price 
was advanced to 3^ (liveri for the nutmegs and 10 ftivers 
for the mace ; the charges of (hipping both articles, arc 
about one gilder per cwt ; and taking into calculation, the 
per centages allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, tlie 
invoice-value of each, would be as follows : 

1000 /^. nutmeg-j, delivered by the planters. 

70 Ih, for 7 per cent allowed upon the colle<Jlion 

930 / 3 . paid to the planters, at 3^7/. per l&. f.iSz* 15 
56 a. foi 6 per cent allowed upon the fhipment. 

874 neat. Charges of fliipping,/. i* per cwt. 8. I5 
874 M. nutmegs, therefore, (lood theCompany iny'. 1 71 . 10 

or I 1 1/. iO(/. (letling, being about 4 ,V^* pound. 

1000 ll>. mcce, paid tothe planters, at 10 //. per /^./.joo. o 
• 1 20 ii>, fur I a per cent allowed upon the fliipment. 

880 a. neat. Cliargcs of fliipping, /,i per cwt. 8. 16 

880 16 . mace, therefore, flood the Company in /.508. 

or 46/. 51. llerling, being about 12 per pound. 

The real quantity of thefe precious fpiccs, produced in the 
lianJa illes, has never been exa(ffly known. The largeft 
quantity of nutmegs (old by the Eaft-India Company in Hol- 
land, 'A\ one time, wa> 280,964/i. in the year 1737; in 
1756, was fold a4i,4a7/^.i and, in 1778, 264,189/i. ; the 

average 
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The garfiloii is computed to amount, alto- 
gether, to feven hundred men. Ternate is 

not 


average has been taken at a5o,oocM. annually, fold in Europe 
at feventy-five ftivers per pound, bcfides about ioo,ooo/( 5 . 
difpofed of in the Indies, at no Icfs a rate. Of mace, the 
average fold in Europe has been 90,000^. annually, at /.6 
per pound, and lO.oooM in the Indies. Againll, however 
the amazing profits accruing upon thefe articles, muft be 
cnnfidercci, the impoitant cxpences of the efiablifliment at 
Banda. Three large fliips are difpatchcd thither, every year, 
froju Java^ with rite and other ncceiraries. In tlie year 
1779, the charges amounted to /.I46,i70, and the revenues 
proceeding from the duties on imports, &c. to /.y, 350, leav- 
ing a furplus in the charges of /.i 36,840, or about 12,440/. 
fieiling; although the able and intelligent governor general 
Mossel, in his plan of reform of the Company’s affairs in 
Iniiin, calculates, that the revenues of Batula^ could be en- 
creafed to /.gOjOOO, taking, at the fame time, the charges of 
tlic efiablifliment at /.i 35,000, by which the ultimate expcncc 
Nuvild be reduced by one half. Thcfc illands, however, can 
n« \er be expei^fed to yield any advantage, bcfides that derived 
from the fpice-trade. Entiicly cut off from all the other 
parts of India, and deprived of all commerce, fave the trifling 
hartcring-trade we have noticed with the indigent natives of 
the foutlieaflern and fouthweftern iflands, they are even defti- 
tute of the means of fubfiftence for their own inhabitants, 
and muft be fupplied with every ncceflary from wiiiiout. 
Nature, who has laviflily beftowed upon them, articles ot 
luxury and fupcrfluiiy, has denied them thofc of in* 
difpcnfable neceflity. Banda is likewife accounted a moft \m- 
heahhy place, tfpccially at the thief fettlemcnt ot Kdra. 
^ome attribute this circuinftancc to the ncighbourliotxl of tin 

\ oI< a;.(') 
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not a fubjed of fo much folicitudc as the 
iflands juft mentioned, for all the fpice-trees 
which it poflcffcd, are extirpated, and no 
others may be planted in their ftead *. 

This 

volcano, in the ifland of Gmntng and others to a deleterious 
quality in the water. 

When Admiral Rainibr took polTeilionof BattJaf he found 
ih the treafury 66,67$ rixdollars, and in ftore 84,777/i. nut^ 
Megs, and 19,587/^. mace. The EngliOi Ealt-India Com- 
pany fold! 0,000/^. nutmegs, and 25,000/^. mace, at their 
lalV fpring-fale, which was the firft public fale in England of 
thefe valuable articles. T» 

* The province of ftrnate^ includes the iflands of Tematt^ 
Tidore^ Motify MMchiaUy and Bacbtan ; which are what are 
properly the M^tccas ; they arc the original places of growth 
of the finer fpices, and larger nutmegs arc ftill found in the 
Woods of Tanatty tlian any that are produced at Batula, On 
the illand of in one degree north latitude, is fitiutc 

Eort Oiaagty which is the rcfidence of the governor. The 
Spaniards had a footing in the M^lwcajy as late as the vear 
1663, at which period they abandoned their eftablifhment at 
Gammalammay which was formerly the rcfidence of the kings 
of Tenw/e; and the Dutch Eafl-lndia Company proving the 
ftrongcfl in their wars, in 1680, with the confederated kings 
of the Jl/c/tfew, the king of 9 ernate became tributary to them, 
and the kings of the other iflands were fo far rendered de- 
pendent upon them, that, in the year 1778, upon fufpicion 
of their having fet fome machinations on fork againfi the Com* 
pany, the two powerful kings of TiJore and Bacbiatty were de* 
poCed, and fent in exile to and their thrones given to 

other princes, upon condition of their becoming the vaflals of 
the Company. Some places, fituated in the eaflcrn part of 
5 the 
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This province cofts more to the Com- 
pany, than any profits that accrue from 

it. 

the ifland Celdis^ belong likcwife to this government j the 
chief of them are Gorontak and Manado\ and the object of 
the Company in fettling there, is principally to furnilh pro- 
vifions for Ternatc^ that part of Celebes being very fruithil in 
rice, and other iiecclTaries. They alfo yield a confiderable 
quantity of gold, about 24,000 taels, of a dollar and a half in 
weight, Nearly, amounting, at 5/. per tael, to 120,000/. and 
efculcnt birds’ nefts, which arc eftcemed a great delicacy by 
the orientals, and efpccially by the Chinefe, in exchange for 
w'hich the inhabitants take opium, Indodan piecegoods, 
chiefly blue cloth, fine Bengal coffacs and hummums, toge- 
ther with fome cutlery. 7 'ernate docs not, in general, require 
any lupply of provifions from Java, as the ifles of Banda do. 
Some have given a^ a reafon for this difference, that, from 
the commencement of the dominion of the Dutch in the 
Mclucca iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fpared i 
VN hereas in Banda, they wereall exterminated, under the pretence 
fiiat they were a perfidious nation, upon whofe engagements no 
d( pendence could be placed ; and now that the cultivation of 
the foil there has fallen into the hands of a mixture of Euro- 
peans ami Indians, either as proprietors or leffees of the foicc- 
plantations, they have not been able to attend to the propagation 
of rice or other articles of food. In 1776—1777, the efta- 
blilhment of Ternate confifled of fifty-mne perfons in civil 
employments, three in eccltfiaftical fituations, ten furgeons 
andalfidants, thirty-eight belonging to the artillery, ai4fcamen 
and marines cmph>yed on ftiore, 456 foldicrs, and fixtv-feven 
mechanics, in all 847. In addition to his falary, the governor 
has a yearly allowance of /a, 400, or about aao/. fferling, for 
the cxpcncc of entertaining the native princes ; the governor 
and the fecond in command, have five per cent divided 
VOL. I. z equally 
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it. It is, however, of great importance, to 
defend the fpice-iflands, to which, together 
with five or fix other fmall iflands, it ferves 
as a key. Thefe arc properly the Molucca 
iflands. 

A few years ago, the Englifh efta- 
blifhed themfelvcs at a fmall ifland, not 
far diftant from Ternate^ which is called 
Zullocky but they abandoned it again in 
1766. 

The charges which the Company incur 
at T^ernatCy amount to about one hundred 
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and 
the profits on the goods which are confumed 
among the natives, to fixty or Icventy thou- 


cqually between them, on the fale of all goorfs imported j and 
one per cent is allowed on the collcaion of gold, to be divide 
ed between the governor and the collcaor, T. 

♦ The Company pay a yearly fum of /.32,a50, or nearly 
3,000/. ftcrling, to the kings of the Mtilutcat^ in confideration 
of which, they engage to deftroy all the fpice- trees, which arc 
difperfed through the woods of their extenfitc iflands, and 
detachments of Europeans are fcnl out frona time to time, to 
fee that this extirpation be duly executed. The Company do 
not retain poflellion of tbe Afchccaj on account of their in* 
irinfic value, but for political rcafons, in order to keep other 
nations from the neighbourhood of and to the 

fccurity 
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This ifland fufFered greatly In the month 
of Auguft, 1770, by earthquakes. More 
than fixty violent fliocks were felt in the 
fpace of four-and-twenty hours, and the 
fortifications were much injured. 

Macajfer the fourth government ; it is 
fituated on the ifland of Celebes^ part of 
which is under the dominion of the Com- 
pany, while they are in alliance with moft 
of the native fovercigns of the remainder. 
The eftablifhment here is equal to thofe 
of the beforementioned governments. There 
are fortrelfcs, which are difperfed over the 
ifland, to keep the natives in awe ; but the 
chief power of the Company, confifts in the 
policy of fomenting the mutual jealoufy of 

fc' urity of which the poffeffion of Ttmatc was fuppofed greatly 
to contribute. The expences of government at the MoluccMt^ 
were calculated by the governor general Mossel, at /• 144,^00 
per annum, and the revenues at /.90,ooo ; but, in 2 779, titer 
the revolution mentioned in a preceding note, the former 
were found to amount to /229,4o6, and the latter to 
/.1 14,997, leaving a deficit of/. 114,409, or about lo^oOf. 
Heriing, which is a large fum, when we confider that the 
niother*country (krives no advantage from this fettlement ; for 
the profits on the gold and birds' nefls, beforementioAcd, tiw 
confumed in India, and fcarcely fuffice to make good the 
charge of fending a (hip thither, as is done every year frotih 
leased, with fUrtt tod ofceifaries for the goveromtql. T. 

z 2 the 
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the Indian princes, their allies, by which 
they are prevented from uniting, and are, 
in confequence, unable to undertake any 
thing againft the Dutch. 

The profits of the Company amounted, 
in the year 1755, to eighty thoufand, and 
their charges to one hundred and fifty-five 
thoufand s;ilders. 

Slaves and rice, are the chief objefls of 
traffic here; but the eftabliffiment is like- 
wife confidered of great importance, for the 
fccurity of the Moluccas ^ and the fpice- 
iflands 

Upon the Ifland of Timor y part of which 
belongs to the Portuguefc, and part to the 
Dutch, the Company have a fmall fcttle- 
ment, the profits and cxpenccs of which arc 
nearly equal f. 

At 

* See tjie further ample acco\int of the fcttlcment at 
ftTy in Mr. Stavorinvs’s Second Voyage. T , 

f Timor is an illand lying in the direction of n.e. between 
8® 40', and lO® 30', fouth latiindc ; the Dutch fcttlement is 
at a fort called at the s.w. part of it, in latitude 10® la' 

fouth, and in longitude, according to th» Dutch charts, 
131 ® 51', ead, but according to Captain Blich, in 124® 
41’, caft.. The chief of the fetilcmcnt has lire rank of mer- 
chant, with an additional falary of /.3,ooo, and the eihiblilh- 
ment confilied in 1776—1777, of ten perfons in civil, 

and 
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At BanjermaJJing, fituated on the fouth 
fide of the great ifland of Borneo, the 
charges and revenues are equally nearly 
upon a par. Its chief produiS is pepper *. 

Malacca 

and two in ccclcfiaftical employments, two furgeons, five 
belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty foldiers, and 
three mechanics, in all, feventy Europeans. The n.e. and 
fouth fidesof the ifland belong to the Dutch, wliofe governor 
has equally the con:roul over the neighbouring fmall iflandsof 
Sa^My and fome others, which arc governed by their 
own native princes, but who arc dependent of the Company, 
and pay yearly acknowledgments of fmall value, confifting 
principally in wax, which is the chief article produced \i\ their 
domains. The Eortuguefe have a fmall faf^ory, called Liffau^ 
on the north fide of Timor» The charges of the Dutch efta- 
bliflimcnt here, amounted, in 1779, to /. 11,7 12, and the re- 
ceipts to /.1 3,6 19, And upon the whole, they have been 
computed to be nearly upon a par. Tmw furniflies a number 
of flaves for private ufc, who arc of a pliant difpofition and 
temper, and arc much employed at BanJa^ in the cultivation 
and preparation of nutmegs and mace. The Company likc- 
wife receive from Timor a confidcrable quantity of fandal- 
wood and beefwax (though the former article is now fcarcc), 
in exchange for piecegoods, on the falc of which five per cent 
is allowed, in equal proportions, to the two firft officers ; 
the profits on tliis little trade arc more tlian adequate, to make 
good ihccharg,C8of the (hip, which is annually difpatched from 
Batavia^ for the purpofes of fetching them, and of carrying a 
cargo of ncccflarics to the government. T. 

» The faftory at Banjcrmajjling, lies in 3® fouth latitude. 
There is a (mall fort, where a junior merchant, as refident, 
with about twenty-five or thirty foldiers, are flafioned. The 
7, 3 object 
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Malacca is the fifth goi^rnmcnt, and a 
place of great importance, for it commands 

the 

objeft of thii eftiblilhment, is chiefly the colleftion, or pur* 
chafe) of the pepper and rough diamonds, produced in the 
country. Five per cent on the pepper collcfted, is allowed 
to the rcfitlent. The contraft entered into w'ith the king, 
obliges him to deliver 600,000 pounds, at three (livers 
per pound ; and this is the only article which induces the Com- 
pany to retain this pofleffion, for the profits on the rough 
diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and fago, would not be fufficient 
to make good the charges. The refpedlive qualities of thefe 
latter articles are alfo fo inferior, that the trade of the C«)mpany 
b them, is confined to a mere trifle. The circumjacent In- 
dian nations, and the Chinefe, carry on a great trade with 
net. The Engliih have feme eftabli fitments on the north 
coaft of B9, fUQ, but their fcttlemcnt at Balam 6 an^an, was dc- 
flroycd, in 1775, by the Soloos, and we know not whether 
it has been reefiabllflied. They have cndeavotired to rear 
the nutmeg at thefe places. They fucceeded tolerably in 
the beginning, but cither their plants have degenerated, 
or they had not originally the genuine kind, for the nut- 
megs they now produce are much Icfs in value, than thofe 
which arc grown at J anda^ and are, in fact, what aie called 
wild nutmegs, being ot an oblong (ha(>e, and a Icfs fpicy 
nature than the true ones. Banjermaj.ng is of no in.portance 
to the Company as a fource of revenue, for they do not poflefs 
a foot of land, without their fort, and are obliged to be con- 
(lantly on their guard againd the infidious attacks of the na- 
tives; though, in 1769, an order, which was made in 17^4, 
for ill captains of vciTcIs going thither, “ not to land ail the 
“ caih they had on board for the fidlory^ at one time,’' was 
withdrawn j the fort being then thought fufficicnily (Irong to 

withdand 
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the paffage through the ftraiti of that name 
to the eaftcrn parts of Afia, as all Ihips 

withnaiid any afliult of the Indiana. The charges of this 
edablifliinent, were, in *779, /.i»,09J, about 1,100/. fter- 
;ing, which, together with thofe of conveying the pepper 
to &>/««•, are fcarcely covered by the preSta accruing on 
this fcanty trade. 

LanJak and SuccaJans^ arc poflcllions which the Dutch 
Company have obtained in by {[taut from the king of 

Bantam^ to whofc crown they were appendage^ being pro- 
vinces formerly conquered by ihc Bantamefc; in the year 
J778, he ceded the entire property of them to the Company, 
who immediately fent a Ihip from Batavia, with an adequate 
force to take pcflcflion of themf and enter into a treaty with 
the fuitan of the country,. Both thefc objeffs having fuc- 
cceded, the Company fettled themfclves in a fmall fort, called 
punt tana, lituated on a river of the name of Lava, The 
eftabUnimcnt, as may be conceived, i| npt large, it remaining 
yet to be proved whether the commerce that may be carried 
on here, will anfwer the expcnce. Between thirty and forty 
men, are garrifoned here j and, in 1779, the charges amounted 
10/9,726, about 884/. and the profits, which had then been 
made upon the fale of piccegoods. and other trifies, were no 
more than /. 1,7 04, about 160/. but hopes have been enter- 
tained that thefe places will, in future, be of great advantage to 
the Company, grounded upon the various articles of trade, 
which B«rnt9 is known to produce, namely, rough diamonds, 
camphor, benzoin, canes, iron, copper, beaoar, fago, wax, birds* 
nefts, gold, &c. Vet, taking into confideration the propenfity 
of the Borneans to theft, and to illicit trade, as well as that 
feveral of the above productions are not to be met with, within 
twenty da) s’ journey, up the country, it may well be doubted, 
whether any benefit can be fpeedily, or ultimately, derived 
^om thefe feulements. T. 

Z4 
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E 344 ] 

going to Chinay Tonquitiy Siam^ the Molucca^ 
and Sunda iflands, muft either pafs by here, 
or cUc through the flraits of Sunda \ both 
which paffagcs can be blocked up, by means 
of the Company's poffeflions. The whole 
eftablifhment at Malacca^ is computed to 
amount to five hundred men *. The reve- 
nues and charges of the government are each 
about one hundred thoul’and gilders 

The 

* In 1 776 — 1 777, the eftablilhmcnt at Malacca^ confided of 
thirty-nine perfons in civil, and three in etelefiaflical employ- 
ments, i'even furgeons and afliftaats, fixlccn belonging to the 
artillery, ia9feamenand marines, 26a foldiers, and forty-three 
mechanics, in all 499 Europeans. The city is fituated in 
3*^ 10', north latitude, and was taken from the Portuguefc by 
the Dutch, in 1640, after a mod obdinate defence. It is rc- 
prefented as a drong place. It was taken pofieffion of by the 
Englifli in Augiid, 1795. 

f Governor Mossf.l dated the charge-^ of this fettlement 
in his time at /.ica,ooo, and the revenues at /.89,ooo per 
annum ; in 1 779, however, the former amounted to/. 1 1 3,235, 
and the latter to /. 162,520, leaving a balance in favour of the 
colony of /•49fa85, or about 4,480/ derling. This revenue 
proceeds from the duties laid on imports and exports, a great 
trade being carried on here by the Indians, and free European 
merchants of all natidhs, and from the proKts on the goods 
vended by the Company. Of the export-duty of fix per cent 
one fourth is allowed, as a perquifite, to the Company’s fer- 
vanls, of which, the governor has forty per cent, the fccond 
in command fifteen, and the reft is diftributed, in different pro- 
portions, to the inferior oflRcers. The governor has alfo an 
5 allowance 
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The fixth government in order, is that 
of the Northeaji Coajl of Java ; the head 
of which generally refides at Samarang. 
The Company draw almoft all their rice 
and tlitiber from this province. All the 
feaports along this coaft, as far as Cheribon^ 
where chiefs, or refidents, arc ftationed by 
the Company, belong to it. This is faid 


allowance of one giUler, about ix. 9//. per picol, on all the tin 
collc(?led. A large quantity of this article, 3 or 400,000/^. 
weight, is purchafed here every year, at about/.30 per loo/i. 
equal to about 364. fterling per cvjt, which is generally dif- 
pofed of in Afia. In 1778, however, 100,000/^. was fold 
in Holland at /.40 per looM. This fettlement likewife yields 
fome gold, areca, brimftonc, and rolin, together with very 
good mails, for the fmall vciTcls which are built at Remhang^ 
and at the illand Onruft, Upon all thefe, the profits arc not 
inconfidcrablc, as the whole of thefe articles are in great requell 
throughout the Indies, The commiflioners for the trade on 
both fidcs of the llrait, have five per cent on all purchafes and 
falcs, and one per cent on the gold they collefl, out of 
which they mull defray their own travelling cxpsnccs. The 
territorial extent of this government is not very great ; it is 
confined to the city of Malacca^ and thejneighbouring fmall pro- 
vince of Pera^ where the Company have a fort, for protefting 
the colleaion of the tin, which is dug there. In 1783, Rio^ 
or Rirw^ fituated tiear Malacca^ which was the refort of a ooto- 
rious ncil of fmugglers, was fubdued by Commodore Van 
Bra AM, and has fince been added to the jurifdidion of 
MsAsrra. T, 


to 
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to be at prefcnt, the mbft lucrative of alj 
the goverments in India *. 

The feventh, is that of the coaft of 
Coromandel. Befides the head fcttlement, 
Negapatnam f, all the Company’s other 
fadories along this coaft, belong to it, 
Thefe are Sadrafpatnam, Palicoly Jagernak- 
fouram and Bemelipatnam The articles 

of 


* ,We refer the reader to the fccond voyage of Mr. Sta* 
vOKiNus, for particulars rtfpctf^ing the Dutch fcttlcments 
along the northcaft coaft of Jdtva, T, 

f Negapatnam is a ftrong fortrefs, and walled town, in the 
kingdom of Tanjare^ and ii® north latitude. It was for- 
merly the chief fettlemcnt of the Dutch, on this coaft, and 
coft them much money in maintaining the garrifon and for- 
tiftcations. In the war of i ;8o, it was, however, taken by 
the Englifli, and ceded to them by the treaty of pearc in 
1783. The ftatements adduced below, both of the eftablifti- 
ment on the coaft, and of the revenues and cxpenccs, are 
taken from dates preceding this event ; none fubfequent to 
it, have been attainable; nor has it been pollibic to afeertain 
the fpecific proportion of Neg^patnam^ in either; fo that 
greater uncertainty muft prevail on this fubjetft, than in any 
of our other additions. T. 

\ Our author here omits tlie fettlcmen! of PaWacatutt 
whtre the Dutch cftabllflied themfelves as early as 1609, 
when they built a fquarc fort, called GMia, and whither, 
iince the lois of Negapatnem^ the chief government of their 

fet- 
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of trade which it furnilhcs, arc all forts of 
cotton piece-goods. 

Ceylon 


fcttlemcnts on the court, has been tranfpofed. The fort 
is ill 13*^ 30' north latitude, the city which adjoins to it lies 
in the dominions of the Nabob of 4 rcvt, The trade here, 
and indeed all along the C§rman^ coart, in arack, fngar, 
Japan copper, fpices, and other articles brought from B ta* 
wa, is very brirtc Sadr^JpatuMm is a town, equally in the 
dominions of the nabob of jfreet^ from whom the Company 
have farmed it ; they have a fortified lodge here, and have 
frequented this place, fince *647: it lies in 12® 4®' north. 
faiini it a village belonging to the Company, in 16® 40* 
north, and in the country of Nuffiptrt ; together with the 
two following places, ills fituated in the kingdom of C«/» 
€ 9 Hja. ‘Ja^ernaKfouram, lies in 17® 10' north ; the tcrri‘oiy 
upon which it Hands, together with (he fa(rtory at Daatijerom^ 
and two villages near it, which arc ufed for the bleaching of 
tallicoes and other piecegoods, are the property of the Com- 
parvy ; the fa^fory is defended by ramparts of earth. BtmelU 
pat am, the nonh latitude of which is nearly 18®, is a place, 
which the Company liold in farm ; they have a new fort 
here, and the road before it, as well as ihit at agemak- 
pmam^ is practicable, from December to September. The 
Dutch Company iikcwifc ca^^y on a confider 'Ac tr.id^ at 
Ma/nlipatnam^ and they have a retident at P^tanavo^ wiiicii 
is under the nabob of for tlie purchafe of cottons, on 
whith they pay an export-duty of one per cent. In 1776 
*—1777, their clbblifbment on the coart of Cvroma 
confifted of 1,175 Europeans ; namely, 141 in civil, and 
nine in ecclefiafttcai employinen:s ; fourteen furgeons and 
alfirtants; feventy-nine lielonging to the artillery; 184 fea- 
nien md marines, employed on ihore ; 736 ibldiers, and 
4 eleven 
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Ceylon is the eighth government, to which 
likewife belongs Madura^ fituate on the op- 
pofite (hore 

This 

eleven mechanics, befides 137 natives. The revenues, and 
the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in 
177^, for all thefc fettlcments, Hcgapatnam included, to 
/427 ,i 3I, and the charges to /•452,i33. The intelligent 
Moss EL, who was particularly acquainted with the loal 
circumftanccs of this coafl, as he was five years governor 
of the Company’s Cmmandel fcitlemcnts, calculated tlrat the 
former might be made to amount to /. 520,000, and the lat. 
ter reduced to /.26o,ooo. One or two fliips are annually 
difpatched direct to Europe, with piecegoods, and caliatour- 
wood, the reft go firft to Batavia. The value of the piece* 
goods, fold in 1778, in Holland, was /.a, 000, 000, about 
]8i,8i8/. fterling; and of caliatour-wood 200,000/^. were 
fold at /.20 per 190 Ih, It is computed that twenty-five 
per cent is gained on both articles. The whole of the 
Dutch fettlemcuts on this coaft are now in pofleflion of 
the Englifti. 

* Ctylen lies between 6° and 9^*^ north. The llruggles 
between the Dutch and Portuguefe, for this illand, lafted from 
1638 to 1655, in which lafl year the latter were entirely driven 
from it, by the lofs of Cchmho. This place, which is well 
fortified, is the chief fcttlcment, and the rcfidcncc of the gover- 
nor; it is fituated on the well fide of the ifland, and at the 
bfoadeft part of it. Camly^ the metropolis of the ifland, and 
the feat of the emperor, lies about fixtcen Dutch miles, inland, 
from Colomh0\ it was taken in 1764, by the Dutch, but re- 
flored to the emperor by the fubfequent peace. The diftri<?l 
of C§ mk extends about tw’cnty leagues in length, and eight 

3 in 
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This extenfivc ifland may be faid to be en- 
tirely under the dominion of the Company 

fince 

in breadth; it abounds in cinnatnoa-grovcs and rice-6clds, 
black cattle and poultry, and is very populous. There is a 
femlnarium at Colmbo^ for the propagation of the chriftian re- 
ligion; and it is computed, that there arc 300,000 native 
chriftians in Ceykn. The road of is unfafe, and only 

pra< 5 Ucable for a few months in the year. Five leagues north 
of Okmho is a fortrcfs of lefs confidcraiion, but the 

cinnamon produced in its diftri«?l is the beft of the ifland; it 
likewife yields a large quantity of for cordage. Jajfna^ 
patnam is a place of confcqucnce, ftrongly fortified, lying oppo- 
life to, and not far from, the continent of Indoftan ; it is the 
capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly fixly leagues 
in circumference: elephants form the only objeA of trade of 
this country for the Company; this, however, yields, in gene- 
ral, a profit of/.5o,ooo, about 4.550/. ftcrling, yearly. A 
confiderablc number of thefc animals are delivered annually 
to the Company, by the native princes in this diftri^l, who 
are, on that confideration, left in polfeliion of the fovcreigniy 
over the country, and the inhabitants. 7rinconomale is on the 
oppofite fide of the ifland, thirty-five leagues from Jaffnapat- 
nam. Fort Oopnhurg^ which ftands upon a cliff, pri;je6ling 
about 1500 paces into the fea, was built by the Portugtjcfc, 
with the materials of a famous pagoda which flood there, and 
was deftroyed by them ; the Dutch pofTcired thcmftlves of it 
in 1639, and, notwithflanding its feeming natural ftrength, it 
has not proved fufficient to rcfift the attack of an European 
enemy, having been taken twice in the prefent century ; its 
harbour is celebrated as one of the moft commodious and ex- 
tenfive in the world, and it is peculiarly favourably fituated for 
keeping up a correfpondence with the king of Candy^ and, of 
courfe, for cogroifing the trade of Utc cinnamon grown in his 

dominions. 
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Uncc the treaty of peace, concluded, in 1 766, 
with the emperor of Candy ; for they now 
pofiefs, in fovereignty, all the feacoafts and 
harbours round the ifland : nothing but the 
interior parts has been left to the emperor, 
and he is wholly inclofed in them, without 
any accefs to the fea, except by paffing over 
the territory of the Company. This is, in 
fad:, the chief, if not the foie, advantage 
derived from that cxpcnfive war, which, it 
has been computed, coft the Company more 
than eight millions of gilders The Dutch 

tiotninions. About eighteen leagues farther is Batticaka^ 
wliich is a fort of but Ultle ftrength, but on account of the 
h rtility of its diftri^ in all kinds of provifions, of fome im- 
portance to the Company. Pmto Gallo is a fccurc harbour, 
at the fouthern extremity of the ifland, in the fertile province 
oi Mature^ u Iiere fome coffee and pepper are produced; in 
tliis harbour, all the (hips for Holland are loadcn in November 
and in Febiuarv, with the various products of Ceylon^ and 
tliofe taken in trade at Colomh, all which muft be conveyed to 
Punto Gallo^ to be fliipped to Europe : btfides thefe, there are 
fcvcral fmallcr forts, Caliture, Kalp€tty, Putelangy ChilaUy and 
Manaavy which ferve chiefly to cover the moft open parts of 
the coaft ; and the factories, on the oppofite ftiorc of India, ap- 
pertain alfo to the government of Ceylon ; thefe are, Tutucoriny 
K,l •ii/f, Ponnecail, Cap: ComoriUy and M^nnapumry where a 
quantity of piecegoods is cotle(?fcd, and fent to C^ton, In 
September and October, 1795, CeyloHy and its dependencies, 
were reduced by the Britiili forces. T, 

* About 727,300/. llerling. T, 

embaffadors, 
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embafTadors, who were fcnt to the court of 
Candyy were formerly obliged to conform to 
the oriental ceremony, of approaching the 
throne upon their knees ; but it was made a 
condition of the treaty of peace, that this 
fervile cuftoqf fliould no more take place, 
and that they (hould remain ftanding in the 
prefence of the king. 

The chief, and almoft the only, produce of 
this ifland, is cinnamon*. The pearl-filhery 

likewifc, 

Ot the vaiious f|jccles of the cinnamon-tree, and the 
manner of ftripping the bark, preparing, and (hipping it off, 
Dr. Thunbhrg ha^ given an ample ami curious account, in 
tile foiiith volume ol his Trav'cls. It is grown chiefly in the 
<iiffricts of CoimSo^ Gale Corle, Negomboy and in the dominions 
of the king oi Ca'ttiy\ it ufed formerly never to be r«;gularly 
phm.'ecl, but was always fought for in the woods, by the chou^ 
l a , one of the lowed cades of the Cingalcfe, whofe peculiar 
ccciip.iiion was tiie barking of cinnamon : it is, however, now 
cultivated by the Dutch Company, s\ho have laid out exten- 
hve planLvtions of it, in thcdiftriids of Colombo and G M Corle. 
They have proceeded with greater ardour in this plan, fiucc 
the lad war with the king of Cunifyy on account of the great 
decreale in the quantity colle<dcd fince, compared with that 
ufually procured before. Notwithftanding the acquifilion of 
a large extent of territory, at the condulion of peace, it liai 
been found that, inftcad of 8000 or 10,000 bales of cinnamon, 
of %ZIb. each, which was the quantity ufually drawn from 
CtyUn before that war, only 6000 or 7000 bales have been 
(urnifljcd. This dcfldcncy has been aferibed to the illwill 

of 
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likewife, however, yields the Company, iu 
general, a benefit of one hundred thoufand 

of the court of Candy, on account of the humiliation to which 
it was reduced by that war; and although the king is bound, 
by the conditions of peace, to deliver all the cinnamon pro- 
duced in his country to the Company, for five pagodas (an 
Indian gold coin of ninety divers, or aboot 8j. id. fterling) 
per bale of 88 ll>. he cither neglc< 5 ts to have the cinnamon duly 
Colle<ded, or fends a great part of it, of an inferior quality, or 
in an adulterated, or fpoilcd Hate. The cinnamon which 
the Company collet^l, or cultivate themfelves, is computed to 
ftand them in nearly the fame rate. Belidcs ibis precious 
Ipice, fome cottte and cardemoms are the only articles of the 
produce of the ifland, which arc exported to Kurope; piece- 
goods from the fa^fories on the oppofite coaff, pepper from 
the coaft of Malahar^ cowries from the Maldives ^ faltpetrc 
trom Bengaly and foiue Siuat goods, help to form, however, 
the cargoes of the vcllels which are dil’patched from Punt* 
Gallc) and in 177B, the fales in Europe, of tlic imports from 
Ceylon, were as follow : 

600,000/^. einp.imon, at about y .6 { i is. Veiling) per Ih. 

4,oooM. cardemoms, at 33 ftiveis (3/.) 

5,oooM. coffee, at lo — 

300,000/^. cowries, at 7[ — 

lOyOOoli, cotton-yarn, and 

piecegoods to the amount of /, 200,000 (about 
18,180/.) 

A confiderable quantity of cinnamon is alfo yearly fent to 
Bataviay for the confum;>tioii of the eaft. The cinnamon 
found at Ceylcny in 179$, was purchafed of the captors, by the 
Knglifli Eaft-India Company, for 180,000/.* fterling. In the 
latter end of 1797, the quantity ot 13,895 bales, containing 
1,338,968/^. of cinnamon, was brought to England; and the 
Eaft-India Company fold 350,000/^. at their eufuing fpring- 

&k. r. 
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rixdollars, annually. No pearls ufed for- 
merly to be lifocd, but upon the oyfter-beds 
of Tutocorin ; but they are now likewife got 
from thofe on the Ceylon fide, near Manaar, 
aud Aripo. The fiftiery, however, does not 
take place, for certain, every year; for this 
depends upon the condition in which the beds 
arc found. When the fifliing-feafon ap- 
proaches, the oyfters are examined by the 
Ceylon council, and if they arc found of a 
proper fize, publication is made, of the time 
when the pearl-fifoery is to commence, and 
the number of boats and men, to be em- 
ployed in it, are determined upon : the num- 
ber of divers, is, at prefent, ufually fixed at 
ninety-fix. A certain percentage is allowed, 
to the governor of Ceylon, on what the 
Company receive from the farming of this 
tiftiery *. 

The 


The ailvantd^cs which accrued from thii fourcc, 
amounted only to one hundred rhoufand gilders, not rixdol* 
lars, annually ; but the Company have been deprived of them 
tmrirely, lincc the year 1771 ; at that period, the nabob of the 
Carnatic, attackedTand took pofTeflion of Karrua^ near TIk/k* 
(vrtn^ whofe prince was in alliance with the Butch j the nabob 
immediately laid claim to the pearl- fiihery, and the Company 
thought fit to give up the point, and have abandoned it* ever 
fince. The famous Van Imhof, in his pofibumom elabo- 
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The trade of the Company in Bengal, Is 
intrufted to a direftor, as they poffefs only a 
very fmall territory there, by permilTion of 


rate memorial rcfpefling the ftate of India, confidcrs Matrua^n 
an important barrier or frontier-place of Ceylon, Many precious 
floncs are found in Ceylon^ the principal of which arc, rubies, 
fapphires, topazes, and garnets ; different kinds of chryflali, 
and quartz, are fold there under the pompous denominations 
of diamonds, amethyfts, &:c. Dr. Thun berg has given a 
curious lift of nil the kinds which he met with at Ceylon. The 
digging of them i^ farmed out by the government ; and thougli 
trilling, i-. one of the cb;e(fts of levcnue of the ifland. 
Their amounted, in 1779, altogether, to/,61 1,704, w' bile the 
< barges of tie whole eftablifhnient were/. 1,243,038, which 
mnkr'> the cxpciue of the Company in maintaining Ceylon, 
Ullimately amount to /.bt 1,3 34, or 57,394!. Herling, but this is 
cai.iy b'^rnc by the immeuie profits aiiaclicd to the exclufive 
cinnamon-trade, and the other aiticics biought from this 
ifland, as before noticed. In 1755, however, wlien MossEf, 
drew up his fiatenitnts, Qy/on appeared in a verv different 
light; he made the revenues and profits amount to/. 1,168,000,, 
and the charges onlv to/902,500, by which it apj^ears, that 
the iiland was then fully able to maintain itfclf. Yet there are 
ir.any caufes which may be fnppolcd to contribute to this dif- 
hrence ; the fadurc of tho revenue from the pearl- fifliery ; the 
augmentation of the terrivuy of the Company by the peace of 
1706, and confequent increafe of their mditary force, &c. 
In 1776-1777, the eftabliftimcnt at Ceylon, confifted of, 416 
pertons in civil, and 33 in eccicfiaftical, otlfccs 54 furgeons 
and alhftants 315 belonging to the .ariiilery, 615 feameo and 
marines employed on ftiore, 2.397 ibldiers, and 243 mechanics, 
in alV 4»'573 E^nopcans, bcfidcs 1,225 natives. T. 


the 
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ihe emperor of Indoftan^ or the Great Mogul. 
It is the fame at ^urat^ where, as in Bengal^ 
they have a lodge, or faftory, for the fecu- 
rity of their goods, and their jurifdiftion 
does not extend far beyond its limits. From 
Bengal^ they receive piecegoods, faltpetre, 
and opium. From Surat ^ piecegoods, va- 
rious forts of Indian drefles, &c. 

The Company's poffeflions on the coaft of 
Malabar^ are under a commandant. The 
chief produce is pepper, which is eftcemed 
the heft of all India *. 

From the weft coaft of Sumatra^ arc 
brought, gold, camphor, and pepper -f* . 

Bantam 

>* Mr. SrwoRiKus enlarges, refpe^ting Btngal^ in the 
i.ext book ; refpe^fUng Zwat^ in the id and 3d books of his 
fecnod voyage; and refpefting the coaft of Malabar^ in the 
r3th and r4th chapters of the 4th book. T. 

j Befides Ldmpon^ which has been mentioned among the de- 
pendencies of Bantam^ the Dutch have a felticmcnt at PaJatigy 
on the weft coaft of Sumatra, to which the fa^orics at Pul$ 
Cljtncoy Priamariy and Mgerhadjay arc fubordinate. At Pa- 
dangy there is a fort, witli a garrifon of fifty or fixty men, and 
the chief of the fcttlemcnt has the rank of merchant. Some 
pepper, camphor, and benzoin, arc ftirniflicd from this coaft, 
but ever fince the eftabliflimcnt of the Engliili fettlcment ziBen- 
fw/fli, in this neighbourhood, the Dutch complain that pepper 
is procured in very final! quantities; they, however, likewife 
colleft and export annually to BataviOj about two thoufand 
A A ? five 
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Bantam is a commmandery, from which 
the Company draw the greateft quantity of 
pepper. 

On the inner, or eaftern, coaft of Sumatra^ 
they have a fctticment at Palembang^ whence 
they receive pepper and tin 

Moft 

Hve hundred tials of gold, the quantity never exceeds three 
thoufand tials, nor falls (liort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pen- 
ny-weights twelve grains ; the purchafe price is high, being 
nearly 3/. 3/. ficrling, per ounce. There is a vein of gold 
which runs clofe to PaJang^ and, fome years ago, it was 
worked, but not finding returns adequate to the cxpencc, the 
Company let it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch 
low repute, as to be difpoftd of at a rent of two Spanifli dol- 
lar;, by public auv^^ion. In 1779, books of PaJattg flicwcd 
a balance in favour ot the efiablifinncnt of /.20,90a, about 
1,900/. ftaling, the charges Ining /'. 53,675, and on the other 
hand, the prollts acduing on the falc of piccegoods, fait, &c. 

(ulficlcnt to defray the expence of fending 
a fi)ip thither amuiaily from Bataiia^ with luceflarics for the 
Icttlemeiu. and its dej)cndcncics, are, at prefent, in 

the luiuis of tlie iMiglill). The whole ellablifiiment of the 
Dutch on the well toall ot Sumatui^ Including LamjfOn^ was, 
in 177^'*^/77 t tliirsy perfons in civil employments, five fur- 
geo ns and aliifianiv, iwo belonging to the artillery, thirteen 
mariMes, 104 folditrs, and iwcniy-one mechanic';, in all, 173 
Kuropeans, belides nincty-feven natives in the fervice of the 
Company. T. 

P akmbung\\^^ about ten or twelve days’ fail from Batai.a. 
The dominions of the king of Pahmbang arc extcnfive ; thev 
reach as far as the liihs of Pamptm to the fouthward, and com- 
prehend 
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Moft of the coffee fold by the Company, 
is brought from their fettlemcnt at Chmbon 
in '^fava. 

One 

prehend the iHand of Bancn^ which lies oppofite to the river of 
PMUmbang. This iHand is celebrated throughout Afia, for the 
fame caufe, its tinmiiics^ to which England owed its celebrity 
in Europe, in very ancient times, before its arts and arms had 
fpread its fame around the globe. The tinmines in Banea^ 
which were firft difeovered in 1710 or 171 1, have yielded im- 
menfe quantities of ore, and appear incxhauflibic. There are 
feven chief places where it is dug, which are under the di- 
rection of Chinefe managers, who provide and pay for the 
labour of the miners, who are alfo, in general, of that nation. 
The tin is delivered by thefe chiefs, to the king of Palmban^y 
for five rixdollars per 125 pounds, and by him to the t)ulch for 
fifteen rixdollars, equal to about 58/. fierling per rwt, Englifli. 
The Company do not, however, always take all that is brought; 
for in 1770, the government at Bata^vie^ rcfolved, “ not to 
“ receive more than 25,000 picols, of 125/C. each, from 
“ Palmhang every year, ami ns 5,000 picols more, had been 
delivered tliat year, no more than 20,000 fltould be ac- 
“ cepted in the next, of which due notice (hould be given to 
“ the king.’* And yet the Dutch endeavour to prevent the 
tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep vcfiels con- 
tinually cruifing along the fhorcs, to prevent the fmuggling of 
it ; but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce is largely 
participated b^ private adventurers. Raynal and others. 
Hate the quantity of tin, received by the Dutch Company, at 
2,000,000/i. ; but from the above, it appears, that they take, 
at lead, 3,000,000/^^. But very little of it comes to Europe ; 
in 1778, 700,000/^. were fold In Holland at f.\i per too//'. ; 
the greateft part goes to the China-markcN wheie it is prr- 
A A 3 ferred 
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Oac of their moft advantageous branches 
of commerce, is that which they carry on 
to Japan ; they fend one or two fliips thi- 
ther every year, and are admitted to trade 
there, exclufively of all other nations, the 
Chinefe alone excepted. 

A fmall ifland, called Decimal in the 

/erred to European tin, and the profit upon it, is fuppofed, by 
a late intelligent traveller, Sir George Staunton, not to be 
Icfs, any year, than 150,000/. ftcrling, though, by the Dutch 
account of -their China-trade, which is given a little farther 
on, this feems to be an extravagant computation. The king 
is under engagements to the Dutch, to allow them an 
exclufivc trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all 
the tin, and pepper, produced in them, at Batawa^ fending 
them thither in his own ihips, and at his own expence. The 
quantity of pepper brought annually from Palembang^ is about 
2,ooo,oco'^. which is purchafed at the rate of two ftivers 
per pound. The Company likcwife take about 1000 
carats of rough diamonds, and a confiderablc quantity of canes 
and rattans. Very few goods arc given in exchange for thefe 
articles, and a large fum in fpccic is yearly required to balance 
with the king. In 1779, things difpofed 

of at Valambang<t amounted only to/ 3,922, and the charges of 
the fcttlcment were /49,677, making it ftand the Company 
for one )car in /.4S17551 or about 4,160/. ftcrling. In j 771, 
they rebuilt their old ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and 
the cod of the new one was computed to be/80,546, about 
7,322/. ferling. Their eftablifl’ment here, confiflcd, in 
1776— 1777. of 115 Europeans, viz. fix in their civil fervice, 
one clergyman, two furgeons, uxty-one feamen and marines, 
twenty-nine foldicrs, and fixteen mechanici. T. 

harbour, 
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harbour of Nangafakki, has been ceded to 
them ; and the merchandize they import is 
landed and houfed there 

This trade is confided to a chief, who is 
fent out from Batavia every two years. 

The charges of this eftabliftiment, amount 
to full one hundred thoufand gilders every 
year ; the half of which, is the value of the 
annual prefents to the emperor of Japan'\* 

* Decima, is fituated in 42^* north latitude. The vojage 
from Batavia to Japan generally lafts about thirty days. 
The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch havr, for • 
the laft hundred years, loft one out of every five ftiips that go 
thither. For an account of the cxcclTjve jealoufy and fuf* 
picion of the Japanefc, and their treatment both of the 
Dutch and of the Chineftj, as well as of numerous other psr* 
ticulars relative to Japan^ and before little known in Europe, 
the reader cannot be better referred, than to the ample and 
curious relations, to be found in the third and fourth volumes 
of Dr. Thunbeig’s travels. • T, 

f The Company have only about ten or twelve of their 
fervants rcfidcni in Japan, The charges amounted, in 1779, 
to /.96,356 ; the grea:eft part whereof confifts, as above, of 
prefents to the emperor, and the cxpcuccs of the journey 
undcrlakeii yearly to "^eiUJot the otFering of them; on the 
other hand, the protits arifmg from the fale of goods were 
/. 106,802, leaving; a furplus of full/ 10,000 ,or nearly 1,000/. 
fterlu.g'; fo that ncthmg remains to be deduced from the pro* 
fits on the returns (for which, fee the next note) but the ex- 
pences of the thips (ent, and the calculated lofs, as bctorc 
mentioned, of one ve{rcl in five. T. 

A A 4 
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The principal articles that are (hipped to 
Japartf are tortoife-fhells, Baros camphor 
from Sumatra and Borneo^ Dutch woollens, 
and fugar ; in return for which, we receive 
^apan camphor, copper, china, and lac- 
quered ware 

The trade to China^ generally employs 
four (hips every year ; thefe are difpatched 
dire611y from Holland, and only touch at 

^ The two (hips which go yearly to Japan^ ufually take 
the value of /, 500,000, about 45450/. in fugar, fapanwood, 
elephants* teeth, tortoife-lhell, camphor, tin, lead,quickrilver, 
chintzes, cottons, Dutch woollens, vcrmillion, wax, cloves, 
nutmegs, pepper, china-root, and fomc filver in ducatoons. 
Their returns confilV, for the grcatclt part, in Japan copper, 
which is in fmall bars, of about fix inches long, and about 
one-ihird of a pound in weight ; of thefe they receive eight 
or nine ihoufand boxes, each containing 125/^. which they 
pny at the rate of / 3 r per box, and difpofe of it in Bengal^ at 
Surntf and on the coafis of Cormandel and Malabar^ for /.QO, 
and /.91 ; tliey likewife take about 50,000/^. Japan camphor, 
two-fifths of which is retailed in India, and the reft comes 
to Europe; and alfo a trifling amount in foy, china, lac- 
quered ware, and large filk nightgowns. The private trade 
of the Dutch officers and (hips* crews to Japan, is alfo very 
confiderable, as well as profitable ; they carry out, camphor, 
china-root, faffron, Venice treacle, Spanifh liquorice, ratans, 
' fjMr^acles, looking gIaf^e^, watches, manufaf^uried glafs, and 
unicorns’ horns (the horn of the ; mMMenc), and re- 
ceive in return, foy, filks, filk nightgowns, china, lacquered 
ware, fans, and fine ric:. T. 


Batavia^ 
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Batavia^ in going out, in order to take la 
a cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to 
much advantage in China : but when they 
return to Europe, they only anchor at 
North Ifland, not far from the ftraits of 
Sunda^ to take in water, without touching 
:^tBatav{a, The time when they fet fail from 
Batavia for China, is generally about the 
beginning of July 

The 

* The Dutch faftory at Canmt is not, like all their other 
fettlcments, and places of trade, in India, fubordinatc to the 
government at Batavia, but has, for upwards of forty years, 
been under the management of a fpecial committee of di* 
reflnrs in Holland ; yet every thing relative it, is commu- 
nicated to, and tranfatfled in concert with, the government 
at Batavia. The cargoes of the four or five fliips, which 
the Dutch fend annually to China, amount in value to 
/.2, 400, 000 ; or /. 2, 500,000, about 225,000/. ftcrling, one 
half of which confifts in filver, either in bars, or Spanifh 
dollars, and the other half in tin, lead, pepper, cloves, and 
nutmegs, upon which articles a profit of, at Icaft, /.66o,ooo, 
about 60,000/. fieri ing, is made. For the above capital, the 
Company’? agentst,purchafe between four and five millions 
^>ounds of tea, of all forts, and a quantity of filks, nankeens, 
china, turmeric, &c. We fubjoin a Hft of the quantities 
tea, exported in Putch fliips from China, for the twenty 
ytars between 1776 and 1795 ^ 

Years. Ships. Ihs. tea, 

1776 . . 5 . . 4 » 9 » 3 i 700 - 

1777 . . 4 . . 4.85^500. 

1778 
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'rhc Company iifed formerly to trade to 
Cochinchina^ Hcnquin^ Siam^ Pegu^ Aracan^ 
PerJiaj and Mocha \ but they have now 
abandoned all commerce with thefe places. 
Their connexions are, at prefent, limited 
to thofc I have before (hortly noticed ; and 
among thefe, there are feveral, which, in 
my opinion, are more prejudicial than ad- 
vantageous to the Company ; efpecially 
thofe in the weft of India ; which muft be 
aferibed to a change of times, and of cir- 
cumftanccs. 


Years. 


Ships* 

Ihu tea. 

1773 

. . 

4 • • 

4,695,700. 

‘779 

• . 

4 • • 

4 , 553 , 100 . 

1780 

. • 

4 • • 

4,687,800. 

17S1 

. . 

4 • • 

4,957,600, 

1782" 




‘783 

none, 

on account of the war* 

*784] 




1785 


4 • • 

5,334,000. 

1786 


4 • • 

4,458,800. 

1787 


5 • • 

5,943,200. 

1788 


5 • • 

5,794,900. 

1789 


4 • • 

4 ,i 79 » 6 oo. 

1790 


5 • • 

5,106,900* 

1791 


3 • • 

1,328,500. 

1792 


2 . . 

a, 051, 330. 

‘793 


‘3 • • 

2,938,530. 

*794 

* • 

3 . . 

2,417,200. 

‘795 

% 

4 

4,096,800. Y. 


When 
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When the Company 'cftabliflicd their 
commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were 
very inconlidcrablc ; the EngHfl^ were not 
a match for them, and the Indian princes 
traded rather with the Dutch, than with 
their ndghbours. But this is now entirely 
altered. 

The Englifh, who did not then come in- 
to any confideration, are now as ftrong, 
and perhaps ftronger, in the weft of India, 
than the Dutch Company are in the eaft. 
They have preferibed laws to the empe- 
ror of Indoftan, and are, in confequcnce, 
mafters of the whole trade of his dominions, 
efpecially at Surat and in Bengal^ where the 
Company ufed to make important profits, 
both by the goods which they imported, and 
thofe which they exported^^ 

If the fea-rifk, the (hips’ charges, and 
the intereft of the money employed, were 
accurately computed, their prefent gains, 
would, perhaps, be found to be extremely 
trifling, 

O f 

Not only the Englilh, but almoft all the 
naval powers of Europe, have at prefent 
(hips trading to the Indies, and eftabli(h- 

ments 
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ments of more or lefs confcquence, in the 
weftern parts* 

The trade in piecegoods, which in former 
times, produced fuch confiderable benefit to 
the Company, is now almoft entirely in 
the hands of the Englifli ; at leaft they arc 
very detrimental to the portion of it that 
ftill remains with us, by their competition 
for purchafes. 

I ihall not fay any thing of the honefty 
and fidelity of the Company's chiefs at their 
out-faftorics : that is out of the line I pro- 
pofe^following : when I was in Bengal, I 
had an opportunity of obferving fome in- 
fiances, not very coiifonant with the above 
virtues ; and it is not many years ago, that 
the Company had proofs of the like, in the 
government of tlie Coromandel coaft. 

On the other hand, the number of of- 
ficers, and their appointments, remain the 
fume ; and a numerous body of ufelefs 
placemen, and too many military, are main- 
tained by the Company. 

If the trade in Bengal, at Surat, and on 
the coaft of Coromandel, were reduced to 
the fame regulations, as that to China and 

Japan ; 
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Japan ; and if, inftead of cxpenfivc forti- 
fications, trading-houfes, or fadtorics, were 
only retained, the profits, which are ac- 
tually made, would remain, and the pre- 
fent charges, would be amazingly diminifti- 
cd. It cannot, in my opinion, be of any 
real advantage to the Company, tliat they 
pretend to appear as a fovereign ftate, 
where they have not an cxclufive trade, 
and where they cannot interdift the trade 
of every other nation. At Ceylon^ 
and the other iflands in the eaftern parts, 
where they have the territorial property, 
and the fovereign power, it is neceflary 
both to difplay, and to maintain, their do- 
minion ; for there they can, and juftly, dif- 
pute the right of all others, whether au- 
thorized traders or interlopers ; but it is 
♦money thrown away, to pretend to make a 
fliew of fovereignty, at the before-men- 
tioned places, for it augments neither their 
commerce, nor their rclburces. 

The goods which they carry thither, and 
which cannot be furaifhed by any other na- 
tion, the Dutc*h being the foie dealers in 
them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan 
copper, arc of a nature, which renders them 

indif- 



[ 3«6 ] 

ihdifpenfable in the weft of India, Theif 
fli ps loaden with thefe articles, would be, 
with pleafure, fucceftively received, and they 
would fpcedily and gladly be bartered for 
car<yoes of other commodities. 

O 

Moreover, there would be the advantage, 
that the conduftors, having to fuperintcnd a 
lefs cxtcnfive concern, would the better be 
enabled to difcovcr, and reform, all errors 
and abui'cs : whereas the extent of (he ob- 
jed under their controul, affords, at prcfent, 
innumerable openings for mifconduft and 
miftakes, which undermine the whole fu- 
pcrftrufturc. 

The Rnglifh have not only been very 
prejudicial to the trade of the Company in 
the weft of India, but have alfo endea- 
voured, if not to fupplant them in the en- 
tire poflelfion of Ctylon^ at leaft to partici-' 
pate in the advantages of that rich ifland. 

At the time of the laft war in Ceylon^ 
when the Company had blocked up all the 
harbours, with their fhips, and the empe- 
ror was nearly reduced to be befieged in his 
capital, the Englifh fent an embaffador from 
Madras to the emperor, With an offer of 
afSftance to expel the Dutch from his do- 
minions, 
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minions, for which purpofe they would pro- 
vide a large number of fliips. But their 
own pertinacity was the reafon that the 
alliance was not formed in time ; for the 
embaffador would. not comply with the 
oriental cuftom of addrefi, which is efpe- 
cially prevalent in Ceylon^ and to which 
the Dutch were ufed to conform ; that is, 
he refufed to proftratc himfelf upon the 
ground, or fall upon his knees, when he 
was firft introduced into the prefence of 
the emperor. Several weeks thus clapfed 
before he had an audience ; and in the 
mean time, matters had taken a ftill more 
decided afped in our favour, fo that, the 
clandeftine attempts of our fecret enemies, 
were, in this inftance, fruflrated. 

I was exceedingly furprized when I faw 
at B:itav{a, that, although the trade in piece- 
goods, and in opium, was proliibitcd to pri- 
vate individuals of our own nation, the 
Knorlilh were not only allowed to bring 
whole cargoes to Batavia ; and to difpofe of 
them there, hut were facilitated in every 
refpetl, in the difpofai. Thefc indulgences 
were not confined to the above, but were 
extended to all forts of commodities, both 

Indian 
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Indian and European, to the great detri- 
ment of our own fhips* officers and crews, 
who were not allcrtived to import their 
wares ; and they who did bring fome pri- 
vileged goods, were forced to fell them at 
a lofs, on account of the glut occafioncd 
by the quantities imported by the Englifh. 
The exportation of fugar too, was likewife 
prohibited to our own people, but the Eng- 
lifh were furnifhed with as much as they 
alked for, out of the Company’s warehoufes. 
Their Ihips, upon paying for the work 
done, were allowed to be repaired by the 
Company’s fervants at the ifland Onrujl, 
In Auguft, 1769, 1 faw eight Englifh (hips, 
lying at tliat ifland, and three more in the 
roads of Batavia. In the following year, 
however, the government feemed, in fome 
mcafure, to have a different opinion ; for 
they then reftrifted the Englifh to the tak- 
ing: in of water and wood ; which every 
one hoped might be of long continuance. 

The Company have another objeft of 
expence, fincc the year 1742^ which did 
not perhaps then appear in fo detrimental 
a light, as at prefent. I mean the pre- 
miums which arc given to the fhips* crews 

returning 
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returning home, and which were allowed 
as an indemnification for the articles of 
trade, which, before that time, they were 
permitted to bring home with them from 
India; but this was fo much abufed, that 
the Company’s (hips were crammed with 
the private property of the crews, ih fo 
far, that now and then, a (hip was loft in 
conlequence of being too deeply loaden. 

In how far, by putting a flop to this pri- 
vate trade, (uch accidents have, in reality, 
been prevented, may be heft feen, by com- 
paring the number of the (hips loft, for 
thirty years, before the year 1742, with 
tho(*e loft fince. For my own part, I be- 
lieve, that very little difference would be 
found. It is of courl'e, that the veffels, loft 
in Table Bay, or other roads, which cannot 
be attributed to overloading, muft not be 
taken into the account. The Company 
have already expended the fum of eighteen 
millions of gilders, in thefe premiums, 
as will appear from the rough calculation 
fubjoined, in which I have taken rather 
too little than too much. 

The premiums for every (hip returning 
home (eftimating the crews, one with an- 

voL. I. B B other, . 
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Other, at one hundred and twenty hands, 
for each (hip) amount to full /. 18,000, as 
follows : 

1 captain, receives for premium /.2,ooo 
1 captain’s mate . . . 500 

I fecond mate . * . 400 

1 furgeon . • . . 400 

2 other mates, /300 each * 600 

I chaplain . • . * 300 

20 under-officers, one with an- 
other, /. 200 each • 4,000 

7.4 feamcn, earning upwards of /lio 

monthly wages, /. 150 each 3,600 
66 ditto, and boys, under fAo 

fAQO each . • 6,600 

1 17 men 

3 fuppofed to have died 
on the other fide of the 
Cape of Good HopCy who 
receive nothing, 

120 men 


So that every (hip's crew re- 
ceive for premiums . . y'.i8,400 


Which, 
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Which, however, in order to 
make a round fum, I only 
take at . • • /•*8,ooo 

And computing that fince the 
year 1742, twenty-five fliips 
have annually returned from 
India, confidering one year 
with another, the whole a- 
mount in premiums, for one 
year, is . . . • /450,ooo 

Since the navigation has been 
put upon this footing, that is, 
from 1742 to 1771, twenty- 
nine years have elapfed ; fo 
that during that period, the 
Company have paid premi- 
ums to the amount of . 13,050,000 

The intereft of this capital for 
twenty-fevenyears,at three 
per cent per annum, which 
is annually augmented by 
y; 1 3,500, amounts to * • ' 5^*03,000 

So 

Infiead of fimplc intcrclf, at three p)ef cent per annum, 
for twenty -ffven years, we ihould take compound intereft, 
B B a at 
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So that the Company have loft 
afum, for which they have 
no adequate benefit, ot . 153,000 

May not the decay of Batavia, whofc 
chief lupport is the free trade of its in- 
habitants, be, in fome meafure, likewife 
aferibed to this caufe ? People well wor- 
thy of credit, who have lived for forty years, 
and more, at Batavia^ have afiured me, that 
there is an inconceivable difference between 
the adual ftatc of the city, with refped: to 
tiade, and its flourilhing lituation, befon 
the )car 174.0. Free inhabitant.^, who had 
never been in the (ervi ‘c of the Compan\, 
uled then to return to Europe loadcn with 
richC), \'erv f w inOanee. of wiiich occur 
at pretent. Here in Holland, we may, in 
cont’cqucncc, plainly perceive, that there is 
little chance of making money at prefent, 
at Batavia, bv priwitc trade, and it is well 
known, that it grows worfe from day to 
day, 

at tho r.iine nte, for whioli would amount 

U)»^oo, and thr wliolf (om loft to the Company, 
during th.u period, by ilub rcgulaaon, woul i be/ 20,366,500, 
or about i,S; 1,5c':/ / 

It 
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It is true, that the Company at home, 
are unable to reform all the abufcs, which 
have crept in, from time to time, in luch 
an extent of territory, as they poflefs in the 
Indies ; but they are too well acquainted 
with the a(ftual ftatc of Batavia ; and the 
profperity, or decay of that city, which is 
the center, and, as it were, the pivot of 
all their poHcfrions, is of too great and real 
importance to their intcrefts, than that they 
ought not to endeavour to railb it out of 
that languid ftatc, into which it is j)ro- 
greftjvcly falling. 

Another thing, which is a great draw- 
back upon the profperity of Batavia^ is the 
unhcalthincls which has been perceived 
there, for feveral years back. The mod 
probable caufe hereof, may be fought, in 
the great encrealc of the mudbanks, along 
the feacoaft ; the water only juft covers 
them ; or they arc flooded by the tide, which, 
when it recedes, leaves a thick flime be- 
iiind it, togctl^cr with a great deal of ani- 
mal matter, thrown up by the fca, various 
kinds of blubber, and other marine pro- 
du6Hons, which immediately putrify, by the 
burning heat, and contaminate the air, 
B B 5 uniting 
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uniting with the noxious exhalations of the 
fwamps and moraffes near the town. The 
opinion, that the unhealthinefs of the place 
may be chiefly attributed to this caufc, 
feems to be corroborated by the clrcum> 
fiance, that the ravages of ficknefs and 
deatli, are much lefs in the upper parts of 
the City, which lie the fartheft from the 
fea, than in and near the caftle, which is 
clofe to the mudbanks, and Iwamps. The 
mud thus thrown up, already reaches, on 
the caft tide of the river, more than two 
thoufand feet out from the dry ground. 

1 have already faiJ fomething of the pro- 
vince of yacccitra ; namely, that it is a pol- 
feflion of the Company, fubdued by their 
arms, whofc natives arc their immediate 
fuhjccls, governed by the council of India, 
and more particularly under the eye of the 
jrovernor j^eneral. 

A perfon is appointed by the governor, 
under the title of commiflary of inland af- 
fairs, v\dio reprefents the forereign, in the 
interior of the country. 

He adjufts all ditferences which arlfc be- 
tween the native grandees, with the pre- 
knowledge of the governor general, andexafts 

all 
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all penalties and fines which are laid upon 
them, the greateft part of the profits by 
which, accrue to him. He is feared and 
refpedlcd, like a prince, in the interior parts, 
as the happinefs of every individual, is al- 
moft entirely in his power. 

The regents, who are his coadjutors in 
the adminiftratioii of the land, are taken 
from among the natives. The firft in 
rank, are the adapatisy to whom the go- 
vernment of a large diftrid is entrufted. 
Then follow the tommagongSy who are, how- 
ever, much lower in rank, having the di- 
redtion over a proportionate fmaller extent 
of country ; although each of them (lands 
alone in his local jurifdidlion. Thefe have 
Inghhics under them, who are as much as 
lieutenants, and before whom difpntes of 
little importance, between the inhabitants 
of their diftridls, are fettled ; yet the par- 
ties may appeal to the commiHary. 

It is only when very important matters 
occur, in which the Company have a par- 
ticular that they are brought to 

the cognizance of the government at Ba- 
tavidy and fettled by them; but this does 
not ofteri happen, 


B B 4 
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The commiflary, who refides without the 
city, ha? a guard of natives every night at 
his houfe, and twenty, or twenty-four arm- 
ed attendants, who are Javanefe, and ftand 
ready to execute his commands ; all being in 
the pay of the Company. 

The chief produftions yielded by this 
province, arc fugar, coffee, indigo, and cot- 
ton-yarn. The rcveniies which theCompany 
draw from it, amount annually to full one 
million of s:ilders. 

o 

The original letters, which are written by 
the council of India, to the Indian princes, 
arc compoted in the Dutch language, and 
figncd by the governor general, and by the 
fecrctary, in the name of the government ; 
but tranflatioiis arc always added, in the 
Malay, Javanelc, or whatever other lan- 
guage be that of the prince, to whom the 
letter is addrelfed. For this purpofc, there 
arc feveral tranflators at Battrjid, who 
arc well paid, and have the rank of mer- 
chants. 

f 

The letters, which are fent by the In- 
dian princes, to the government, are written 

upon 
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upon gold, or filver, flowered paper *, and 
are brought to the council with much ce- 
rcmony. 

The letter which the emperor of Candy 

* In the eaftern parts of India, paper is prepared from 
the bark of trees ; at Ctylm^ and on the adjacent continent, 
the leaves of the boraflus palm*trce (kiajfus flabellifotmis)^ 
and fometinu's of the taipat-tree (licuala fpinofa)^ are ufed in- 
ftead of paper. The leaves of both thefe palm-trees, lie iij 
folds, like a fan, and the flips ftand in need of no further pre- 
paration, than merely to be feparated, and cut fmooth with 
a knife. Their mode of writing upon them, coniifts in en- 
gnving the letters with a fine pointed fleel : and in order 
that the characters may be the better feen and read, they 
rub them over with charcoal, or fomc other black fubflance. 
The iron point made ufe of for a pen, is either fet in a brafs 
handle, and carried about in a wooden cafe, of about fix 
inches m length, or clfe it is formed entirely of iron ; anrj 
togctiier with the blade of a knife, defigned for the purpofc 
of cu ling the leaves, and making them fmootli, fet in a knife- 
haiui;-*, common to them both, and into which it fliuts up. 
When a Angle (bp is not fufiicient, fevcral arc bound toge- 
ther, by means of a hole made at one end, and a llircad on 
which they are flrnng. If a book be to be made, they look 
out principally for broad and haiidfomc flips of lalpat-lcavcs, 
upon which they engrave the characftcrs very elegantly, and 
accurately, with the addition of various figures, by way of 
ornament. All the flips have then two holes made in them, 
and are ftrung uppii a filken cord, and covered with two thin 
lacquered boards. By means of the cords, the leaves are 
held even together, and by being drawn out when they are 
wanted to be ufed, they may be fi*pantcd from each other 
^t plcafure. T. 


font 
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fent to the government at Batavia, after 
the conclufioii of peace, containing the full 
powers of his embafladors to negociate con- 
cerning certain matters, which could not 
be a^j lifted at Ceylon^ was written upon a 
leaf of beaten gold, in the thape of a co- 
coa-leaf ; the letters were engraved upon 
it, with a fteel pen, in a moft curious man- 
ner. This leaf was rolled up, and inlerted 
in a cylindrical cafe of gold, which was 
wound all round with a row of pearls, ftrung 
upon gold thread. This cafe was in a box 
of malfy gold, and this again in one of 
filvcr, which was fcah^d with the emperor’s 
great feal, imprclfcd in red wax. The filvcr 
box was incloled in one of ivory, which 
put in a bag of rich cloth of gold ; and 
finally, a bag of line white linen, fealed up, 
with the emperor’s Iclfcr lignet, encircled 
the whole. 

When thefe cml)an’adors had their audi- 
ence of the council of India, they were re- 
ceived with extraordinary honour; all the 
members of the aficmbly ftaiiciiig up, both 
when tlicy came in, and hen they went 
out, though without uncovering their heads. 
When the cmbalfadors left Batavia, they 

were 
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were each prefented with a gold chain, hy 
the council. 

All goods, wl)ich are carried into, or out 
of Batavia^ are fubjed to duties, which are 
levied at the bar, at the entrance of the city. 
Thcfe, as well as the other taxes and im- 
ports, are annually faimed out, generally 
to Chinefe. The whole of them amount 
together, upon an average, to 32,000 rix- 
dollars, or /ybjgoo per month, making 
/ 92 1,600 per annum 

Of the leveral iflands which lie before 
Batavia there are no more than four, 
which are made any \ife of, hy the Company, 
and of thefc, that of Onrujl is the principal. 
This ifland lies about three leagues n.w. 
from Batavia ; it is nearly round ; it rifes 
fix or eight feet above the furfacc of the 
water, and is of fmall extent, being about 

* About 83,800/. ftcrling. T. 

t They are, in all, fifreen in numher, and have the follow- 
ing names given to them: Onrvjl^ it Kuiper, Purmtrtnd^ 
Eft "els OrjruJi^, Rotterdam^ Schiedam^ MMklurgh^ Amjlerdam^ 
Jiotn, Harlem^ Edam, En.buizcn, Mkmaar, Leyden, and AWer 
Smit. The two firft are the innermoa, and are fronting, 
and within fight of the city. T. 


four 
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four thoufand eight hundred feet in circum- 
ference. In the center of the ifland, and 
within a fort, confifting of four baftions, and 
three curtains, ftand the warchoufes and 
other buildings. On thefe fortifications, and 
on three fmall outworks, which arc con- 
ftrufted at the water’s edge, the walls of all 
which are whitened with lime, are mounted 
fixtecn pieces of cannon, of various fizes *. \ 
In the year 1730, under the government 
of the governor general Durvrn, a fmall 
church, with a ftccple, was crefted herc^ 
where fcrvice is performed on Sunda}s by a 

“ 7'hc fortifi'-a .fia'.d ot hy Captaiji 

wrll to lo.ninaiid tin chan. id that rUrmds the 

*• print ij'd pafTii^c into f! c rr i l 'J ho work upon that illand 
“ of a pt lU naoo d fom ; it) 'o.iftions wcie Imal! and 
not more than twdvc feet tlic hii^hed ; and not always 
‘‘ conneded by curtaiiU'. A few' oakeries were lately con- 
“ nriiLflccl on the outlidf of tins woik, that bore towards the 
fta. On thefe, and on the baltions, about forty guns 
were mounted, in ditTereiu dirct^ions. South of this, was 
“ another iilamr (this muft be tliat c.dic J J- Kulp.t)^ “at 
“ tlic diflancc of a few hundied )ard>, on vhich two bat- 
“ mounting; together tudve guns, had been lately 

•< eiedu!.” 'Phis acc ouai dates in t; 9 '?, and j/oves that the 
Putcli luve become fcnfible of what is alleged in this work, 
page 2 ih.u t’iic tonificalions.at t!ic mouth of the river, are 
infutheiert to proucf the road. 7. 
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clero:yman, who comes hither from Batavia^ 
for that purpole, every week. 

The Company have here ten or twelve 
large warehoufes, which are almoft always 
quite full of goods ; pepper, japan copper, 
laltpetre, tin, caliatour-wood, fapan-wood, 
&c. They are under the diredtion of two 
admlniftrators, who, as we have before men- 
tioned, have very lucrative places. 

On the north fide of the ifland, ftand two 
fawmillb ; and on the fouth fide, there is a 
long pier-!icaJ, on which arc three large 
wooden cranes, erected for the purpofc 
of fixing marts in fluipb, or unftepping 
thena. Three Ihips can lie here, behind 
each other, alongfidc of the pier, in deep 
water, to be repaired, or to receive or dif- 
clui'gc their cargoes. There is another pier, 
a little more to the weft ward, called the^^- 
pan pier, where one more rtiij) can lie, to 
load or unload. 

There is twenty, and more, feet water 
againft the piers, and it rifes and falls, about 
five feet, once in four-and-twenty hours. 
All the Company’s (hips that require it, are 
hove down at the wharfs along the piers, and 


receive 



t s8* ** 1 

receive every ncceflary reparation with cafe 
and difpatch 

The government of the ifland, and the 
dlrcdion over the repairs of fhips which 
take place here, is intrufted to a mafter-car- 
pentcr, who has the management of every 
thing, except what relates to the departments 
of the adminiftrators of the warehoufes. His 
office is efteemed a very profitable one, and 
fie has the rank of fenior merchant. Though 
the ifland is but fmall, the number of people 
dwelling upon it, is fuppofed to be near three 
thoufand, among whom there are three hun- 
dred European workmen. 

About fixtcen hundred feet from Onrujiy 
is the ifland de Kuipery or Cooper s Ifle, which 
is one-third Icfs in fizc than the former. 
The Company have leveral warehoufes up- 
on it, in which coffee is chiefly laid up. 
’i'here are two pier-heads, where vcffels may 
load and difeharge, at its fouth fide. There 

* “ It would be injufticc,” fays Captain Cook, ^ to the 
otbeers and workmen of this yard, not to declare, that, 
in my opinion, there is not a marlncyarfl in the world, 

** where a fliip can be laid down, with more convenience, 
“ lafet y, and difpatch, nor icpaircd with more diligence and 

** ikiii.” r. 
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arc feveral large tamarind-trees interlperfed 
over the iflaiid, which afford an agreeable 
(hade. The workmen who are employed 
here in the daytime, are fetched away at 
night to OnruJlj and only two men remain 
behind, as a watch, together with a number 
of dogs, who arc remarkably fierce, fo that 
no one dares to fet his foot on tho ifland at 
night. 

To the eaftward of Onrujiy and at twice 
the dlftancc of Cooper s Iflc, is the ifland 
Purmerendy which is half as large again as 
OnruJ}, It is planted with fhady trees ; and 
in the center is a building, which ferves for a 
hofpital,orlazaretto,for perfons afflided with 
the leprofy, or other incurable difeafes, who 
arc lent thither from Batavia, It is l'uj)])ortcd 
b\ tiie alms of both Europeans and Javanefb, 
but the latter contribute the larged fliarc. 

The ifland of EdamXvcs about three leagues 
^.N.E. from Batavia, It is about half an 
hour's walk in circumference. It is very 
woody, and has abundance of large and an- 
cient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of 
which is fi) large, that twenty men , with 
their arms extended, are not enough to en- 
compafs it ; its outward branches (hoot 
4. down- 
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downwards, and taking root, as foon a^ they 
reach the earth, grow up again into trees ; 
1 faw fome of them that were already two 
ftet thick ; it is eftcemed holy by the Ja- 
vaneie, and is much venerated by them 
The Company have fome warehoufes on this 
illand, for fait ; but the chief ufe they make 
of it, is as a place of exile for criminals, who 
are employed in making of cordage ; and 
over whom a (hip’s captain is placed as 
commandant. 

* TIu 8 if the banian-tree, or Indian fig-trcc. T. 
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BOOK III. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING BENGAL. 


CHAPTER L 


Situation and Extent 0/ Bengal. — Seafons . — 
ther, — Ohjcrvations reJpeSIing the Degrees of 
Heat. — Mcrfons. — Nature of the Country . — 
Productions. — Sctl. — Erees. — VJcs of the Cocoanut- 
tree . — Fruit-trees . — Fegetahles . — Tanks . — The 
River Gances. — Channels communicating with 
it. — Sandbanks at the Entrance of Houoly 
River. — Currents, — Rife and Fall of the River . — 
The Water of it muddy. — How clarifie i for drink- 
ing. — Reputed Sanctify of the Ganges. — Pil- 
grimages to it from all Parts of India. 


The kingdom of Bengal^ which is the 
moft eafterii province of the empire' of In- 
clollan, is bounded, on the fouthweft, by the 
kingdom of Orixa^ on the weft, by the pro- 
vince oi Maha.^ on the north, by Mongheir^ 
and Babar., on^hc eaft and foutheaft, by the 
kingdom of Aracan^ and on the fouth, by 
C c the 
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the deep gulph, which is called the Bay of 
BengaL It is computed to be full ninety 
leagues in length, from the fea^ to Rajamabel, 
and nearly as much in breadth. 

It lies between the twenty-firft and twen- 
ty-feventh degrees of north latitude, and 
thus between the fame parallels as the Canary 
iflands. Its medium longitude is 105® eaft 
from T^eneriffey the fun being on the meri- 
dian almoft five hours and a half fooner 
than at Amfterdam* 

The year is divided into two feafons, 
which are called the warm and the' cold 
feafons. 

The cold feafon commences in the month 


of November, and lafts till the beginning 
of February. Raw northerly winds are 
then very prevalent, which bring with 
them a degree of cold, fo that fbmetimes, in 
the morning, before funrife, thick clothes 
arc very comfortable. It is then likewife fre- 


quently very foggy, but the mift is diffipated 
about eight or nine o’clock, when the fun 


begins to be powerful. For the remainder 
of the day, the Iky is perfefh' • fine and clear,, 
fo that no clouds whatever appear in the air,. 


for many days together. 


The 
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' The beginning of this feafon, is the time 
for collcfting the beft fruits of the field, and 
the land appears reanimated, in proportion 
as the burning heatdiminiflies. 

In the beginning or middle of February, 
when the fun begins to approach the line, 
the heat likewife augments from day to day* 
The winds, which, for feveral preceding 
months, had blown from the north, begin to 
Ihift, become variable, and run round to the 
fouth and fouthweft, whence they continue 
to blow till September or OSober. The 
Iky begins to become cloudy, and the wea- 
ther is, at funfet, Ihowery and ftormy, fre- 
quently burfting out in violent fqualls, ac- 
companied by heavy fliowcrs of rain, thun- 
der, and lightning. 

I have feen halftones, and pieces of fleet, 
which fell in Bengal^ in the month of 
February, and were as large as a pigeoii'g 

«gg- 

The rainy feafon commences in May, 
and continues to the latter end of Augufl:* 
The heat is, at that time, infupportablc. 

As foon as ^e fun has again palTcd the 
line, the heat begins to decrcafc, till, in the 
month of O£lober, it is tolerably moderate* 
c c a 1 ob- 
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I obferved the degrees of heat, nearly 
every day, by a thermometer of Fahrenheit, 
from the beginning of Oftober, till the begin- 
ning of April. The thermometer was hung 
in the open air, againft a wall, facing the 
north, and there were no buildings oppofite, 
by which the rays of the fun could be re- 
fleded. The greateft degree of heat, was 
generally about two o’clock, or half pall, in 
the afternoon, and the leafl, about an hour 
before funrife, in the morning. 

In Oftober, the greateft heat, in the af- 
ternoon, was 94®, with a northerly wind, and 
clear Iky j the Icaft heat, in the fame month, 
in the afternoon, was 85°, wind and wea- 
ther as before ; the loweft degree, before 
funrife, with a northerly wind, was 70®. 

In November, the higheft, in the after- 
noon, 89^, wind northeaft, a clear Iky ; the 
lowed, in the afternoon, 81®, wind north, 
clear weather ; and the lowed, before fun- 
rife, 60^, wind north, foggy weather. 

In December, the higheft, in the after- 
noon, 881^, wind eaft, a clear Iky; the 
lowed, in the afternoon, wdnd north, 
clear hey ; and the loweft, before funrife, 
‘52^^, wind north, clear weather. 


In 
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In January, the highcft, in the afternool^ 
85®, wind fouthweft, clear Iky ; the loweft, 
in the afternoon, 74^, wind north, clear 
Iky; and the loweft, before funrife, 63®, 
wind northcaft, clear weather. 

In February, the higheft in the after- 
noon, 92®, wind fouth, clear Iky ; the 
loweft, in the afternoon, 76°, wind weft, 
cloudy; and the loweft, before funrife, 68®, 
wind fouth, clear weather. 

In March, the highcft, in the afternoon, 
104®, wind fouth, clear Iky; the loweft, in 
the afternoon, 93®, calm, and cloudy ; and 
the loweft, before funrife, 72®, wind fouth, 
clear weather. 

On the 3d of April, when we failed down 
thp Ganges, the thermometer flood, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, at loi®. I then 
caufed it to be let down into the river, five 
or fix feet under the furface of the water, 
and drawing it fuddenly up again, I found 
that the mercury had fallen to 86®. Upon 
hanging it up in its place, it fell, two 
minutes afterwards, to 83®, but it rofe again, 
by degrees, ih'^hc fpace offeven minutes, to 
98®. Some obfervations were commu- 
nicated to me, which were made in the 
c c 3 month 
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month of May, 1769, by which it appears, 
that the mercury then rofe as high as 1 10® ; 
and a gentleman of my acquaintance, who 
was at Patna, in that month, informed me, 
that there it had even rifen to the top of the 
tube. 

The winds generally blow here, through- 
out the year, either direft north, or direft 
fbuth ; part of the year from the one point, 
and the remaining part from the oppofite 
point. The fame wind which prevails at 
land, blows likewife at fea, along the coaft 
of Coromandel, and the Bay of Bengal 

When the monfoons break up, that is, 
when the wind varies from the north to the 
fouth, or from the fouth to the north, the 
change is often accompanied by violent fqualls, 
and whirlwinds. When one of thefe rages 
remarkably fierce, it receives the denomina- 
tion of the elephant \ and it is fcarccly poffi- 
blc for a fliip, when overtaken by one of 
thefe tornadoes, to brave its fury. 

In the year 1754, in the month of Oflo- 
ber, five of our Company’s fhips, which 
were at anchor in Fultah rpiSs, were forced 
on (hore, and bulged, by this dreadful hur- 
ricane; a fixih, which was equally driven 

on 
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on fliorc, was got ofF again with difficulty. 
The change of the monfoons, however, 
fomctimcs takes place, without any of thefe 
ftorms arifing from it* 

Bengal is a low and flat country, and very 
fertile, in which it excels every other conn- 
try of Afia. It provides many of them with 
rice, and other provifions*; and furnifties 
various important articles of commerce, cot- 
tons, filk, faltpetre, opium, &c. which arc 
exported both to other parts of the eaft, 
and to Europe, 

Befides rice, which is the bread of the 
natives, both here, and throughout the reft 
of India, Bengal produces alfo very good 
wheat, which ufed formerly even to be fent 
to Batavia ; but this is now prohibited, in 
order to favour, as much as poflible, the 
corn-trade of the Cape of Good Hope. 

The foil is rich and loamy, and is eafily 
cultivated. No manure is ever ufed, al- 
though the ground be fown every year ; for 

♦ Btngal fumifties provifions for moft of ihc neighbouring 
countries; it provides the inhabitants of the mountains of 
Of/kmert^ and of tlic elevated plains of Thibet, with both rice 
and wheat, in return for their (bawls, gold, and roufle. The 
emperor Auienczebi emphatically ftyled it, the ParaJi/e of 
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the heavy rains and inundations fatten the 
land. Bad harvefts occur very feldom. 
Bcfidcs the cxtenfive forefts, and fmaller 
groves, which are met with at intervals, the 
country abounds in Angle trees, fcattered 
over the face of it. None of the forts which 
flourifli in Holland, are feen here. 

There is one kind, which deferves par- 
ticular notice. It is the fame, which I have 
already mentioned, as growing on the ifland 
Etiamy before Batavia (the banian, or Indian 
fig-tree), the branches of which tend down- 
wards, and taking root, fhoot up again into 
trees. The Bengalefe are, equally with 
the Javanefe, imprefled with the idea of the 
fandity of thefe trees. 

Various kinds of fruit-trees flourifli here, 
among which the cocoanut-palm deferves 
the firft place ; not fo much, becaufe it is 
produced in great abundance, as on account 
of Its univcrlal utility ; for there is no tree 
in India, and probably none in the world, 
that contributes fo much to fupply the wants 
of man, as the cocoanut-tree. 

It is propagated from a ripemut, and in a 
few years, ereds its ftraight" and lofty ftem, 
above the other trees of the grove. When 

full 
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foil grown, it is generally fourteen or fifteen 
inches thick, all the way up. It grows to 
the height of fifty feet, and higher, without 
fending forth any branches, than at the top, 
where it expands into a leafy crown, con- 
fifting of tender branches, or fhoots, which 
have nothing ligneous in them, and to which 
the thick leaves are attached, in pairs; thefe 
are about two feet long, and three inches 
broad, they gradually grow linaller towards 
the extremities of the branches, which end 
in a pointed leaf. 

The nuts are produced upon the tender 
branches, clofe to the ftem, and grow in 
bunches of five or fix. 

When the fruit is green, it is filled with 
a pleafant, iweetifii, liquor, which is very 
cool, and refrefliing, and is much drank in 
the Indies, both by the natives, and by Eu- 
ropeans. When it begins to be riper, the 
juice thickens, and adheres to the ihell in a 
kind of creamy pulp, which is very refrefh- 
ing as well as nutritive, and is called liplap. 
When the nut is quite ripe, the infide be- 
comes a hard and white kernel, and, in this 
ftatc, it is often brought to Europe, 

When this white kernel is boiled and 

prefled, 
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preffcd, it affords an oil, which is ufed in^ 
ftcad of butter by the Indians, wherever the 
Woaput is produced, throughout the caft. 
It has much refemblance to oil of almonds ; 
but when it has flood for a few weeks, it 
lofesits pleafantnefs, and becomes rank; it 
then, however, fcrves for grcafe, or to 
burn, or for other neccffary ufes. 

The hard fhcll is made into drinking- 
Vcflels, and ufed for a variety of domcftic 
purpofes* 

The fibrous integument that furrounds 
the fliell, is ufed, inftead of hemp, for the 
mauufafture of cordage, which is called 
rwr, and is brought, in conliderablc quan- 
tities, from Ceyloriy and the coaftof Malabar, 
to Batavia* Cables are even made of it, of 
twenty, and more, inches thick, which are 
found to be as good, and, in fome cafes, 
better, than European ones of hemp. By 
their lightnefs, they float upon the water, 
and by their elafticity, they are capable of 
great extcnfion and contraftioii ♦. 

The 

* Captain Tho. Forrest gives his^ teftimony to the 
CcUence of the cm for cables ; ** being claflic, it gives fo 

** imicb i^ay to a Ibip that ride* hard at anchor, that, with a 

** cable 
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The leaves are ufed by the natives for 
roofing their honfes, or huts, in the room of 
ftraw, or tiles. They are likewile ufed to 
write, or rather to engrave, upon, with an 
iron pin. 

The wood of the ftem, is ufed for fire- 
wood, and cannot be employed in any other 
way, on account of its brittlenefs. 

The other fruit-trees, are mangos, guavas, 
mulberry-trees, lime-trees, and a few 
orange-trees. The pifang, or banana, is 
alfo produced here, but not in large quan- 
tities. Likewife the yir/’-tree, which af- 
fords, by incifion in the ftem, a clear and 
fweet juice, which is collefted in pots, and 
forms an agreeable liquor, of an intoxicating 
quality ; in a few days, however, it fpoils, 
and turns four ; it is then ufed as vinegar. 

Many kinds of vegetables, which-'are na- 
tives of other climates, are cultivated in 
gardens here, peas, beans, falad, purflanc, 

** cable of one hundred and twenty fathoms, the fhips retire 
** or give way, fometimes half their length, when oppofed to a 
“ heavy fca,and inftantly (hoot a bead again ; the coir-tabIc, 

after being finedrawn, recovering its fiae and fpring. 

Hempen cables aft ftrong and ftubborn, and (hi{^ often 
** foundff that ride by them, bccaufe nothing ftietches or 
** gives way ; the coir yields and rccov«n.^* T, 

fpinage, 
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fpinage, all forts of cabbages, radiflies, afpa« 
ragus, and others ; but they are only to be 
had, during the colder feafon, and require 
great attention and care in the rearing of 
them ; they muft be watered twice a day, 
or they would dry up, and come to nothing. 
In the warm feafon, nothing of the kind 
is fcen, except fome fpinage and cucumbers. 

Throughout the land, where it is inha- 
bited, numerous refervoirs, of an oblong 
fquare fhape, but of various lizes, are dug 
in the earth ; they are frequently more than 
an acre in extent; they are called tanks. 
They arc filled with water in the rainy fea- 
fon, and afford the inhabitants, during the 
following dry months, a provifion of water, 
of a better quality and appearance, than 
that of the Ganges^ which is always thick 
and muddy. 

There is a fort of fifli, which is found in 
thefe tanks, which, in tafte, has much 
analogy with our carp. 

The river Ganges runs through the mid- 
dle of Bengal. It derives its fource, it is 
faid, from the mountains of Thibet : but a 
French ecclefiaftic of Chandernagore^ who 
had been a miflionary for feveral years in 

Thibet^ 
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I'btbeij affured me, that the fources of the 
Ganges^ are not to be found in that country, 
as he had taken the greateft pains to dif- 
cover them ; the inhabitants too, informed 
him, that they were fituated much farther 
to the north*. The river runs in a fouth- 

cafl: 

* Ainongfl other etymologies, the name of the river 
Can^e:^ has been derived from Cang^ which in Perfian, as 
in the Hindoo diale<f>, tignifics tvinding^ arched^ ; 
the remarkable hnuofjiies of the river, give great probability 
to this derivation. Rcfpc(?>ing the true foiirce of the Ganges^ 
much uncertainty fliil prevails. In vain, one of the moft 
powerful fovercigns of ItidoJIaa, the emperor Acb ak, at the 
clofe of the fixteenth century, lent a number of men, an 
army of difeoverers, provided with every nccedary, and the 
moft potent recommendations, to explore the eburfe of the 
mighty river, which adorned and fertilized the vaft extent of 
Id: dominions ; they were not .able to penetrate beyond the 
1 unuus of the cov); this is an immenfe aperture, in a 
ridge of the mountains of Thihet, to which the natives of India 
have given this appellation, from the fancied, or real, refem- 
blance of the rocks, which form the ftnpendous chafm, to the 
mouth of an animal, efteemed facred, throughout Indojlan^ 
from the remoteft antiquity : from this opening, the Ganges^ 
precipitating itfclf into a large and deep bafon, at the foot of 
the mountains, forms a cataract, which is called Gangotri; the 
impra^ficibility of fcaling theft precipitous rocks, and advanc- 
ing Ireyond this formidable pafs, has prevented the tracing 
whence this ruftiing^mafs of water takes its primary rife; 
Mitaranamy is the Sanfcrcct verb, to make a leap^ Gangotrif 
therefore, means the /m/, or full of the Ganges ; this cataraft 

if 
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eaft dirtflion, through the. empire of In^ 
doftan. It feparates into two great branches, 
a few leagues above CaJJimhazar ; the eaft- 
ern arm, is again divided into feveral 
fmaller branches, the principal of which 
runs part the city of DaccUy and falls into 
the lea, at Chittigong, The other, or weft- 
era arm, which is generally called the river 
of Hougly^ runs paft Bandel^ Hougly, Chin- 
furah^ Chandernagore, Calcutta^ &c. and 
falls into the Bay of Bengal^ at Ingellee. 

U fituated in 33<> 5', north bt and about 75® caft long, from 
Cietmvich. The Ganges has been fuppofed to extend much 
ferther north, beyond Gangonh, but here, all is uncertainty, 
and darknefs. In Major Runnel’s map, followed, for this 
part of it, from one of Thibet^ made by the Chinefc/tfwtf;, fent 
by the emperor Canchi, to difeover the fource of the Ganges^ 
and corre<JIcd and publiflied by the celebrated Danville, the 
river is made to take its rife in the Caiaipan mountains, and 
paiTmg through two lakes, to run in a wcfterly direction to- 
wards Gango:ri\ but M. Anq^jetil du Perron, in his 
Rteherches Hi/lor tques iff Gagraphiques fur t Inde^ undertakes to 
^prove, that the river, here taken to be the Ganges^ from the 
reports of the Chinefe lamas, is, in reality, the Gagra, or 
Dcotat, which falls into the Gangts^ at Fatef :re ; and that the 
tnie fpiuce of the Ganges, is Hill wholly unknown to the Eu- 
TOpcai s: indeed Major Rfnnel acknowledges, that he con- 
fiders this part of the map of the Chinefe lanias, as extremely 
vague, Hut that he was obliged to mak? ufc of it, for want of 
better materials, and that a vaft field ftill ranains for the per* 
fo^ouing of Afiatic geography. J*. 
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The country every where interfered, 
with large and broad channels, which aU 
run into the Ganges. All merchandize is 
conveyed, by means of thefe paflages, with 
great facility, from one place to the other, 
throughout the land, and the chief branches 
of the river communicate hereby with each 
other- It is entirely unknown, whether 
thefe channels have been dug by the hands 
of men, or made by the operations of nature. 

They are agreeably bordered, oe cither 
fide, with many towns and villages, and 
with plcafant fields, of arable and pafture- 
land $ which renders the face of the coua* 
try very beautiful. 

Among thefe channels, there arc fomc, 
which are wide and deep enough, to be navi- 
gable for large (hips. The Haze^ or Hart 
Channel, is one of the moft confiderable ; it 
runs ftraight through the country, into the 
arm of the river that runs by Dacca. It 
was, as I have already related, examined by 
the Dutch pilots, in the year 1 768. They 
found fufficient depth and room along its 
whole extent, for large (hips, but for other 
rcafons, it was ftot judged advifablc, that 
• Ihips 
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Slips Ihould be carried out to fea through 

this paffage*. 

There are large and dangerous banks, 
which lie before the mouth of the river, of 
which I have made mention, in the journal 
of my voyage f . The river itfelf is, every 

where 


• Sr-e pages 105 and 106, of this volume. T. 
t 'I hel’e f.ind^ arc diilinguifhed by the Englidi, hv the ap- 
pellation of the weftern and eaftern Braceb, Barabulla-fand, 
Long-fand, and Ciafper-fand, or the eaftern fca-reef. The 
braccb are two hard ilats, lying to the fotithward of the Bar- 
ecol fltore; they are detached from the land by a tolerable 
channel, ot three fathoms water or more; and they feparatc 
ha 'ajorc road, tront the entrance of Hourly river. The weft* 
ern Br.ue i', abont h\c milts Vno.ul at the north end ; it lies 
nottli by call, and lonth by well, being leven leagues long ; 
but from the middly to the fouth end, it is little more than 
two miles broad ; the dejith, at low water, upn tlie Brace, is 
at the noith tnd, two fathoms ; at the eroding track, which is 
a l[)ace atliwart the Braces, about two miles broad, in the 
di-t\^ion of lad by nortli, three fathoms; and thence to the 
fowhward it gradually incrcafc:> to eight fathoms; after which 
there is no more Itard ground. The eadern Brace, is four 
miles broad, tioin tiw north end down to the eroding tiack; 
and tlience to tlic toiuh end, it tppers away to a point, and 
bends round in a circle to the s.r,. The whole length ot the 
1*1. we is twelve leagues, and the hard ground at its fouthern 
evneinity is eallul the wdlern lea-reef ; on the north end of 
the Br.ice, there is fometliing leh than one fathom, at low 
watei ; and the depth incrcafts gradually to the foulhw’ard ; 
there being two fathoms on the eroding tack, and from three, 

to 
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where, filled with fandbanks, as well in 
the middle of the channel, as on the fides, 

to three and a half, at its fouthern point.’ Barabulla is a fand, 
which begins about three leagues fouth by weft from the 
pagoda of Ingtlke^ and extends s.s.w. about ten miles; the 
north end is called the heady and the fouth end the Uil^ of the 
Barabulla ; the firft is very flioal, having only half a fathom, 
or fo, at low w.iter; it is very dangerous, there being five 
fathoms in the channel clofc by it ; the tail of this fand has 
not nnfch lef> water upon it than there is in the channel, only 
it is broken ground, and overfalls of about half a fathom, 
every caft of the lead. Long*fand begins at Cajoree point, 
and extends to the fouthward, to latitude 21*^ 18' north ; it is, 
in all, thirty-five miles long ; its width is various, but gene- 
rallv it is narrow, having many patches, whicli are dry at low 
water ; the directions in wluch it lies, are fouth by weft, and 
north by caft ; the palTagcs called Cockerlces, are fwatches 
through the Long-fand ; of thefe there arc three, one juft by 
Cajoife point, another between four and five miles more 
foiitherly, and the third i> dire^ly eaft from the buoy of 
In^dlee. Gafper-fand is the greateft of all tliofe in the Hovgly 
fi)': -incc ; it begins a little to the fouthweftwwird of Mud-point, 
in latitude 21*^ 57 north, and goes, fouth by wtft, tweiiiy 
miles, where it bends round near Sailor ifland, fouthcaft ward, 
and extends as far as latitude 21*^; the norlli end of this fand 
is called the Mizen; it is very broad, and fills up the whole 
entrance, leaving only a channel on each fide, of which, one 
is the road of Cajo te ; the mhldle part is called Gafper, which, 
to the northward of is narrow, and to the fouthward 

broad ; the foulh end is called the caftera lea-reef; but the 
A hole is one continued fand, with rations dcptlis of water 
upon It ; and many patches, which are dry at low water ; it 
is dc ached from the eaftern ftlorc and Sa^ar ifland, by a very 
good channel. T. ^ 


VOL. I. 


D D 


which 



[ 402 j 

which renders the navigation very dan- 
gerous. 

It is at its grcatcft elevation, and its 
ftrongcft afflux, in the months of July, 
Auguft, and September. It then overflows 
its banks, and inundates the adjacent coun- 
try, Botli flood and ebb, are then lb violent, 
that they threaten to carry every thing be- 
fore them. 

The flood begins, even before the ebb has 
fubfided, and this docs not take place flowly 
and gradually, but with a great force and 
noife, lb that its approach may be heard at 
the dlftancc of a league. 

The water riles fomctlmes, at once, to 
the elevation of iix or eight feet, or higher. 
Nothing can rclift its fury. Ships arc torn 
from their anchors, and carried with im- 
pctuofity along with the current, unlels they 
take care to change their pofition betimes, 
fo as to be flickered from the effefts of the 
baan (as it is here called), into places where 
it does not reach, or where its force is 
broken. It runs up by Fulfab, but along 
the oppofite Ihore, and not on that lidc 
where the fliips, in general, are moored. 

Its 
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Its greatcft ftrcngth is between Serampore 
and Hougly. 

The bed of the river is a foft mud ; but 
the (hoals in it are a hard quickfand. 

The river is at the loweft, in the months 
of March and April. At Chinfurah^ where 
our Company have their faftory, there is 
but a narrow creek left, at that time, at low 
water, running along the oppofite Ihore. 

The breadth of the river, at the mouth, 
by Ingellee^ is about four German leagues. 
It narrows by degrees, fo that at and above 
Chinfurah it is not much more than half a 
league over. 

By the violent afflux, the water is always 
thick and muddy, and is not very fit for 
drinking until it has flood flill for feme 
rime, to fettle. In order to clarify it with 
cx])cdition, a fort of fmall beans, which 
grow here, arc made ufe of. One of thefe 
beans, is rubbed to pieces upon a flone, with 
a little water; it is then put into a calk of 
the river- water, and, in the fpace of fix hours, 
it makes it pcrfeflly clear, and fit for keep- 
ing a long time at fea. 

From Ingellec^ to Chinfurah, where the 
river is navigable fyr large Ihips, the depth 
D D 2 of 
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of water is from three and a half to eleven 
and twelve fathoms. 

The waters of the Ganges are efteemed 
holy, and the river facred, by all the In* 
dians, who inhabit Bengal^ Orixa^ Golconda^ 
Coromandel, and the neighbouring countries. 
The Gentoos worlhip the Ganges as a divi- 
nity, and an annual feftival is held in its 
honour. They conceive that by wafliing in 
its holy waters, they are purified from all 
their tins ; and thofe who live near the river, 
perform an ablution in it, at leaft, once 
every clay. Thole who have no opportuni- 
ty of doing this, and who live too far inland, 
come, once a year, from all parts of the 
couiAry, ns far as thirty days’ journey, and 
farther, to cleanfe both their bodies and their 
fouls in the facred wave. 

The number of people, whom I faw ar- 
rive in the latter end of March, at Hougly 
and Terbofiee, for the above purpofe, was in- 
credible. The concourfe continued for three 
days together. All of them, whether men, 
women, or children, when they had wafhed 
thcmlclvcs, and fet off on their return home, 
carried with them fome of ''the river-water, 
in velfels, which they had brought for that 

purpofe, 
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purpofe, for the ufe of fuch of their relatives 
and friends, as had been left behind, and 
who, by age or infirmity, were incapacitated 
for performing the journey *. 


* A confidcrable trade is carried on by the pilgrims who re- 
turn from the Gangej, and the price of the holy water bears a 
proportion to the diftance from the river of the place where it 
k fold. It is chiefly carried in large flafks or bottles, holding 
nearly five quarts each, fufpended at cither end of a bamboo, 
which rtfis upon the (houlders. T. • 
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CHAPTER II. 

Inhabitants c/Bengal . — Their Appearance.— Tcm-^ 
per and Character. — Women . — Projlitulion . — 
Cafics. - Artijans. — Drejs of the Men. — Of the 
W'men. — Fool. — Rdifion. — Veflivals. — Fe/iival 
of the Ganges . — Ceremonies ohferved at it . — 
Its Pivport — Fefthal of Hooks, fo called by Eu- 
ropeans. — Simiular Torments they undergo. — 
Their Sii perftition. — Pagodas, — Idols. — Ofermgs. 
Brahmins. — daquirs. — Strange Penances. — Con- 
jurers and Serpent-Charmers. — Curious Feats per- 
formed by the latter.-- Darang Girls. — Thetr 
Dt 'ijs . — Dances . — Lice a! i cufiiej 's . 

Bengal IS peopled by various natious ; 
but the principal are the Moguls, or Moors, 
as they arc improperly called, dclcciulants 
of the Zagathais, who, a little moic than 
two centuricb ago, brought this kingdom, 
together with the whole of the empire of 
ludoliauy under their iubjedion 


• It w lie inthe)car 1 525, that Bauer, one of the tlefccntl ■ 
ant-y ot the renowned Timur beg, c f Tamerl\ne, got pof- 
iVtUon ot Dduy, feated himfclt oi)the throne of Iiuiodan, ami 
properly cfbbiinied the Alogul empire in India, 7. 
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Next follow the Gentoos*, or Bengalcfe; 
the fir ft appellation they have in common 
with the inhabitants of Coromandel^ Golconda^ 
and the greateft part of Indojian ; they are a 
hundred times more numerous than the 
Moors. 

The Bengalefe do not differ much fi om 
the Europeans in ftaturc ; they are more in- 
clined to fparcnelb than to corpulency ; their 
colour is dark-brown ; their hair is black, 
and uncurled ; they are well made, and I 
iaw none that were misfhapen, or lame, ex- 
cept ibmc faquirs, who had fuflcrcd their 
bodies to grow crooked, from religious mo- 
tives. Individuals are met with, who arc 
of a lighter brown caft, and whofc com- 
plexion approaches to yellow ; but thclc in- 
ftances are not frequent. 

They aie, in general, lazy, luftful, and 
pufillanimous. Their higheft felicity Iccms 
to be placed in idlcnels and ftcep ; and were 
they not forced, by the wants of their na- 

* Cfr,!.' I- a PortUi^ueft woni, meaning Gentiles, in the ferij)* 
lural phrafe; by wliic!) general appellation they at firlt calltii 
all the naavc' ot India, whct.'ier Mahomedans or Hiiulooi. 
troll) them the term hab been adopted, by which, accord- 

ing to the prefent ubgiy the Hindoos, or follo\\crs of Ihalma, 
arc diftinguilhed from the Mahonicdair , or MulTulmcn. 

D n 4 ture, 
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ture, to apply themfelvcs to fome occupation, 
they would never work ; for nothing Icfs 
than hunger or third: fiiffices to roufe them 
from their beloved ftate of indolence. They 
are, neverthclefs, very intelligent, and are 
not deficient in underftanding, cfpecially 
not in imitative genius. Another trait of 
their charafter, is their addition to ftealing. 

I have been told, that their morals were 
much better, and their behaviour more 
manly, before the Moguls overran then 
country, and introduced the Mahomedan 
religion, and, together with it, innumerable 
vices, which were before both unpradifed 
and unknown. 

Although mod: of them are very poor, yet 
there are lomc of the banyans, or merchants, 
who are extremely wealthy, and who yet 
fparc no pains whenever they can earn even 
half a rupee. Thefe men are very Ihrewd 
in matters of trade, and are able to make 
very large and intricate calculations, which 
would take us ii[) much time, in a moment, 
from their heads. They write from left to 
right, with a fplit reed, and have a feparate 
alphabet, compoled of char;!fftcrs which are 

diftin^ 
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diftinft from thofe of the Moors and Per- 

fians. 

All of them, carry their pufillanimity to a 
very great excefs ; one European is enough 
to put fifty of them to flight ; the leaft 
menace awakens the fearfulnefs of their dif- 
pofition, and is fufficient to make them fly 
with fpeed from the thrcatener. This bent, 
however, muft be chiefly aferibed to the in- 
fluence of their religion, which inftils into 
them the greateft abhorrence of blood/hed, 
from their childhood. 

The women, although of a brown com- 
plexion, have engaging countenances, and 
are well proportioned. They intrigue with 
fpirit, and are uncommonly wanton. They 
ule- every artifice to entrap the hearts of 
their male acquaintance, and efpecially 
ftrangers. Proftitution is not thought a dif- 
grace : there are every where licenfed 
places, where a great number of loofe 
women are kept ; it is a livelihood that is 
allowed by law, upon^payment to the fauf- 
dar^ or IherifF, of the place, of a certain duty 
impofed upon the perfons of the females 
who adopt this ^odc of life ; they are 

generally 
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generally afTefled at half a rupee, or fifteen 
ftivers, per month. 

The Gentoos arc divided into various 
claffes, called cartes, of which, as 1 have 
been informed, theie are more than feventy. 
Of thefe, the carte of the Brahmins is the 
firrt and iiobleft, and that of the Pareas, 
who arc employed in the removal of ordure 
and carrion, is the loweft and moft dclpifed. 

In order that thefe cartes, may each re- 
main pure, and unminglcd with the others, 
it is enaded, that no Bengalefe, ihall marry 
a woman, who is of a lower carte than his 
own, or if he do fo, he fliall then dciccnd 
into the carte of his wife. The fame regu- 
lation like wile takes place, if any one, have 
eaten a meal with anothcrof an inferior cafte, 
in which cafe, he is immediately degraded 
to the rank of the per (on witli whom he has 
been thus familiar. It is not only in thclc 
cafes, but in many others, that a man lofcs the 
privileges of his caftc ; for which reafon, they 
arc very careful not to do any thing that may 
give occafion hereto, and people of the 
higher orders, will rather futfer every kind ot 
want, than fubmit to a/^y thing derogatory 
to their dignity. 


Every 
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Every cafte has its peculiar means of live-, 
lihood, or manual trade, by which they arc 
maintained, and which is inherited from 
father to Ion, They have accordingly op- 
portunities of making great progrefs in their 
rcfpe61ivc arts, although they can never ex- 
pe6l to rife above the ftation, in which they 
are born. The ion of a Brahmin^ becomes 
a prieft, or a man of letters, juft as his father. 
A Cooley^ or labourer, cultivates the foil, as 
hi.> anceftors did before him. The fbn of a 
Berra^ or palenkeen-bearcr, continues to 
carry palankeens, all the days of his life. 
Artificers confine themfelves to one fort of 
woi k, fo that a goldfrnith will not work in 
fdver, nor a filvcrfinith in gold. In the 
or looms, a weaver will only weave 
one fingle fort of ftuff during his whole life, 
uiilcfshe be compelled to take another in hand. 

The artificers arc very ingenious, and I 
have feen feveral examples, cfpecially of 
gold and filverfmiths, which are fcarcely 
credible, of the dexterity with which they 
make every thing that can be formed of 
thofe metals ; if they have but a proper 
model, they wiJ^ imitate it with the great- 
eft exaftnefs and^ingenuity. They perform 

their 
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their work with fo much expedition and 
neatncfs, and with fo little apparatus, and 
fo few implements, than an European ar- 
tift would be aftonifhed at their fuccefs. 
They arc withal very poor. The workmen 
in gold or filver, are frequently only little 
boys, who fit every day on the bazar ^ or 
market, waiting till they arc called to exer- 
cife their trade ; when one of them is called, 
he comes to the houfe, where he is wanted, 
with his implements, which he carries in a 
little balket, and which only confift of a very 
fmall anvil, a hammer, a pair of pincers, a 
few flics, and a pair of bellows. A chaffing- 
difli, or pan of embers, is then given tq him, 
with a model of what is to be made ; and 
the gold or filver is weighed off to him by 
rupees ; and an agreement is made how 
many annas ^ or fixtecnth parts of a rupee, ac- 
cording to the work that is to be done, and 
the trouble required to finifli it, agreeable 
to the pattern, lhall be paid to him ; or 
fometimes an ao;recmeiU is made how much 
he (hall earn per day, which feldom exceeds 
fix or feven ftivers (pence). He then fets 
about his work in the o/en air, and per- 
forms it with difpatch and ingenuity. He 
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employs both hands and feet, and is able to 
hold, and turn things about, between his toes 
and the foie of his foot, as faft as we can 
with our hands and fingers. When his 
work is done, and he is rewarded for it, he 
takes his little balkct up again, and feats 
himfelf anew on the market, wailing pa- 
tiently for another opportunity of exercifing 
his profefiion. 

It is the fame cafe with other tradefmen, 
who are equally fent for home, when any 
thing is to be done. If Ihocs arc wanted, a 
Ihoc-makcr is called from the bazar^ who, 
with the leather, and other requifites, makes 
four pair of flioes in a day, for the value of 
half a crown. 

A taylor here, makes as good and hand- 
fonic clothes, in the European fafhion,both 
tor men and women, as any where in Eu- 
rope. When a piece of the fincfl: muflin is 
torn, they can mend it again fo artificially, 
that no c\e can diEovcr where the defc6t 
Mullins are fometimes wove fo fine, 
tb.at a piece of twenty yards in length, and 
ionicr, can be incloled in a common pocket 

tobacco- 
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tobacco-box The whole is done with a 
very trifling apparatus, and Europeans arc 
often furprifed to behold the perfedlion of 
manufafture, which is exemplified here in 
almoft every handicraft, effefted with fo few, 
and ilich imperfeft tools. 

The common people go almoft naked. 
They wear nothing but a piece of linen, 
wrapped round the waift, and paffed be- 
tween the legs. Some of them wear a piece 
of linen, wound about the head ; but others 
go bareheaded. Thofe of a higher rank, 
have a drefs of white cotton, which doubles 
over before, as high as the ftioulders, and 
is faftened with firings round the middle ; 
thefe may not be tied on the right fide, to 
diftinguilh them from the Moguls, or Ma- 

* A common fized Dutch tobacco-box, fuch as they wear 
in the pocket, is about eight inches long, half as broad, and 
about an inch deep. It is incredible to what a degree of finc- 
nefs, cotton is fcmciimes fpun by the Indians. * ** I had an 
opportunity,” fays Dr. Thunbekc, “ of feeing cottoii- 
“ (luffs fo exceedingly fine, that half a dozen (hirts could be 
“ fqueezed together in one hand. Thefe are, however, not 
“ readily made ufe of, but arc kept, as rarities, by people of 
“ diftiniflion, to (hew to what a degree of perfc^lion, the art 

of fpiniiing can be brought.” T. 
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hotncdans ; this drefs hangs down to their 
feet ; they wear no ftockings, but have a 
kind of (hoes, which are put on fliplhoJ, and 
are turned up before, juft like the Turki(h 
tabooches 

Mod of them (have their heads, and era- 
dicate the hair from all other parts of the 
body. Rich people wear turbands, but made 
in a ditferent manner from thofe of the 
Moors. A great many of them wear fmall 
earrings. 

The drefs of the women confifts in a piece 
of cotton-cloth, which is thrown over the 
Ihoulders, and under which they wear a 
kind of coat and drawers. They fupport 
their breafts, and prefs them upwards by a 
piece of linen, which palfes under the arms, 
and is made faft on the back. Thofe that 
can afford it, adorn their hair with gold 
bodkins, and their arms, legs, and toes, with 
gold or filver rings and bands, as likewife 
their ears, and the cartilage of the nofe. 

The women of the lower clalfcs, wear 
fimilar ornaments, which are made of a fort 
of cowries, brought from the Maidive iflands, 
and called chanclos^ which the Bengalcfc 
have the art of faw ’^ng through, fo that every 

cutting 
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cutting makes a ring. They go bareheaded, 
and their hair is turned up, and fattened at 
the back of the head. 

Rice is the chief article of food of the 
Hindoos, and ferves them inttead of bread. 
Vegetables and milk conttitute the remain- 
der of their fcanty bill of fare. They eat 
no filh, flelh of animals, or any thing that 
has received life. They frequently let milk 
ttand till it is thick and four, before they ufe 
it ; it is then called tayer. Their beverage 
is generally pure water ; they are enemies 
of every kind of inebriating liquor, and 
never indulge in the beattly pleafores of 
intoxication, as too many other nations do, 
except fome of the very lowett caftes, who 
fometimes exceed the bounds of temperance, 
in drinking a kind of fpirits, which they dittil 
from fpoiled rice. 

With rfgard to their religion, I could not 
obtain much particular knowledge, farther 
than what relates to outward ceremonies 
and rites. Several other writers have, how- 
ever, enlarged on it. 1 have often con- 
verfed on the fobjcfl, with their brahmins, by 
means of an interpreter, but always found 
them cither very ignoraf.t of, or very ob- 
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ftinate in not revealing the principles and 
tenets of their belief. Whatever they laid 
was fo wildly abfurd, and what they alleged 
at one time, was fo inconfiftent with what 
they faid at another, that I thought very 
little of it worthy of prefervation. I could 
colleft, that they believeddn a Supreme Be- 
ing, to whom feveral other deities were fub- 
ordinate, of which the Ganges was one of the 
principal. This fupreme God was the au- 
thor of all good ; but there was another fpi- 
rit who violently oppofed the firft, and oc- 
cafioned all the evils and diftreffes which fall 
upon mankind. They vent the moft horrid 
execrations againft this evil fpirit, efpecially 
w hen it thunders or lightens, which they be- 
lieve proceeds from him. They pourtray 
inm in the form of a dragon, or ferpent, 
Nvith four claws, trampled under foot by the 
beneficent deity, who is painted in a variety 
of fliapes. 

They believe in a future ftate, in which 
every one fliall be rewarded, according to 
his good or evil deeds in this world ; but 
this is fo blended and confounded with their 
belief in the tranfmigralion of fouls, that I 

VOL. 1. ^ EE have 
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have not been able to form a dear idea of 
their tenets in this refped. They fay that 
the world will have an end, and that the 
good Being, after having deftroyed every 
thing but the Ganges, will remain, fitting 
upon a pifang-leaf, with two betel-plants 
by him, floating upon the river, and wrapped 
up in meditation and enjoyment, for cver- 
lafting. 

Bcfidcs others, they have three grand fefti- 
vals ; namely, the feftival in honour of the 
Ganges; the feftival of books, as it is called by 
the Europeans ; and that of the wajhings, or 
purifications. 

The feftival of the Ganges was held, in the 
month of Odober, while I was at Chtnfurah. 
The chief purport of it, feemed to be the 
carting of a certain image into the Ganges, 
with much ceremony. 

Wealthy banyans, who can afford the cx- 
pcncc of fuch a feftival, will certainly not 
ncgleft giving one, at lead once in their 
lives, although it may coft them ten thou- 
fand rupees, or more. Of feveral of the 
feftivals of this kind, which were given at 
Cbmfurab, there was one, which furpaffed all 

the 
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the others, and which coft the banyan who 
gave it, full eight thoufand rupees, or twelve 
thoufandgilders. It lafted three fucceffivedays. 

I went to the houfe of the banyan, where 
the feftival was held, that I might have a 
perfect opportunity of obferving the detail of 
it. 

At the upper end of a large room, there 
was a kind of llage crefled^ about four feet 
from the ground. Above it, was a fuperb 
canopy, fupported, on each fide, by two pil- 
lars. The whole was covered with red cot- 
ton clotli, which was fpangled with flowers, 
made of thin plates of filver ; and which, by 
the numerous lamps, with which the cham- 
ber was illuminated, had a very brilliant ef- 
fcd. 

Upon the ftage, was a fquare platform, 
upon which a fcmicircular niche was placed, 
containing fcveral mifshapen images of clay, 
all richly gilt and painted. 

The uppermoft and largeft reprefentation, 
was that of a woman, called Doulga^ with 
two larger, and two fmaller, arms j in one 
hand (he held the head of a man ; in an- 
other, a goblet ; in the third, an oblong 
piece of wood ; and in the fourth, (bme- 
E E 2 thing 
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thing that rcftmbkd a book. On each fidfe 
of her, were two fmaller images, which the 
brahmins told me were the reprefentatious of 
her children. Lower down, was the image 
of a monfter, having the body of a horfe, 
and the head of a dragon ; and near it was 
a hideous human figure, which it threatened 
to devour. . 

The member which diftinguifhed the 
images of males, was naked ; and in fuch a 
pofture, and of fuch a fize, as to be ex- 
tremely ofFenfive to every one, but to thefc 
blind heathens. 

The outer border of the niche, was divid- 
ed into fmall fquare copartments. Different 
achievements of their gods were delineated 
in each ; but all werej}ainted in a deformed 
ftyle. The whole of the niche, and every 
thing near it, was adorned with gold and 
filver, and its appearance was, in faft, fplcn- 
dld and dazzling. 

Here and there, were reprefentations of a 
divinity, to whom they pay adoration, under 
the appellation of lingam This is the 


♦ The Vt^iatK is the image of the male organ of generation, 
and, in the mythology of the Hindoos, b the univerial fymbol 
of renovativc nature. T. ^ 
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moft fcandalous worfhip of all the numerous 
abominations, which the fuperftition of man 
has multiplied upon the face of the earth. 
They proftrated themfelves, from time to 
time, before this idol, and made offerings to 
it of flowers, perfume, pieces of gold and iil- 
ver, and even gold and (ilver coin, which was 
diligently collefted, at the termination of the 
feflival, by the brahmins, who had the care 
of this deity. 

The roof of the apartment, was hung full 
of cocoanuts, arecanuts, and other fruits, 
ftrung in rows. The concourfc of people 
was very great, and every part was crowded, 
except in the middle of the room, where a 
fpacc was left for the dancing girls, who 
danced for three nights, from the evening 
until daybreak, before Doulga. While 
dancing they threw themfelves into the moft 
indecent attitudes, and with geftures the 
moft libidinous, they kept their eyes con- 
ftantly fixed on the niche. They danced to 
the found of cymbals, triangles, tomtoms^ or 
little drums, and other mulical inftruments ; 
andamidftthe chanting of hymns, inhonouy 
of the gods, whofc feftival they celebrated. 

# E E 3 The 
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The whole gave a confufed noifc, but by no 
means difagreeable. 

In the laft night, a folcmn facrifire was 
made of a young buffalo, in the following 
manner : 

A large oblong pit was dug, in the mid- 
dle of the hall, oppofite to the ftagc ; at the 
upper end, two low ftakes were driven into 
the ground, not far from each other. The 
buf&lo, which was plentifully adorned with 
flowers, was then put into the pit, and his 
neck laid between the two ftakes, his head 
being fo placed, that his eyes were turned 
towards the niche. If he continue to look 
ftcadfaftly at the niche, without turning his 
head or eyes away from it, it is confidered 
as a peculiarly favourable omen, and a f'gn 
that the facrifice is agreeable to the goddefs ; 
but if the contrary take place, and he turn 
his head, to either one fide or the other, it 
is conftrued into an evil prefage. A crofs 
piece of wood is made faft, over the neck, to 
the ftakes, fo that the animal cannot lift up 
its head. Upon this, they pull the buffalo 
by the tail, as hard as they can, in order 
to ftrctch the neck, which is cut through, 

' at 
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at one ftroke, by a brahmin. The head is 
laid before the goddels, and the people mani- 
fell great joy ; but if the brahmin be forced 
to make more llrokes than one, it is looked 
upon as a fatal omen, and occalions much 
forrow and conAernation. 

During the whole of the three nights, the 
apartment was filled with people ; it was 
open to every one; and the guefts were 
plentifully fprinkled with rofewater, from 
time to time ; thofe of moA confideration 
were anointed, upon their head and hands, 
with oil of rofes. 

The loth of Odlober, which was the fifth 
day after the full moon, and the fourth af- 
ter the commencement of the feAival, was 
the time appointed by the brahmins, to com- 
mit the offerings to the Ganges ; and this fo- 
lemnity was obferved, not only at Chinfu- 
rah, but along the whole courfe of the river, 
at one and the fame time, with various de- 
grees of pomp and magnificence, according 
to the wealth and power of the celebrators. 

In the afternoon, all the niches were 
taken out of the houfes, where they had 
been expofed to vjew. At the door, they 
were placed upop handbarrows, the faces 
E * 4 of 
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of the images, being turned backwards^ 
and were carried by four men, upon their 
fhoulders. Two men went on each fide, 
with fans, made of peacock’s feathers, to 
drive away the flies and other infeds from 
the images. Two went before, with cla- 
rions, and others followed with drums, and 
cymbals, making a confufed kind of mufic. 
The proceflion was accompanied by a great 
concourfe of people. When they came to 
the banks of the Gangesy the niches were 
put on board of vcflels, in which the at- 
tendants with fans, and the muficians like- 
wife embarked, continuing their rude har- 
mony ; whilft others again danced before 
the goddcfs, making geftures of the moft un- 
equivocal and fliameful kind that can be con- 
ceived. 

In this manner, they failed up and down 
the river, which was covered by an innu- 
merable quantity of velfels of all fizes, all 
gaudily decorated with flags. The people 
were in high fpirits, and all emuloufly ftrovc 
to evince their joy, by their geflures and ex- 
preflions. 

At funfet, all the niches were thrown out 
, of 
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of the boats iato the river, which terminated 
the ceremonies of the feftival. 

As far as I could colle6l, from what the 
banyan faid, I underftood that this feftival 
was the reprefentation of a marriage; for 
the Ganges is fuppofed annually to efpouft 
the goddefs Doulg% and the children who 
ftood on each fide, are intended to reprefent 
the progeny of this exalted union. The 
highly voluptuous attitudes and pofturcs 
which were made before the goddefs, were 
intended to excite the defires of the celeftial 
couple, and ftimulate them to the procrca* 
tion of more children, in order to conquer the 
evil fpirit. 

The feftival of ioois * (which is the 
name given to it by Europeans) is cele- 
brated in the beginning of April. I was 
not an eyewitnefs of it,bccaufc I had, at that 
time, left the Ganges ; but the following ac- 
count was given to me, by people worthy of 
credit. 

At the top of a high ftakc, crefied for this 

s Called hy the Hiodoot, the fediral of Oppt/t, It b 
fuppofed to be kept in conunetnoradon of a martyr, who fuf* 
fered tttraordinary tortures for the lake of hit T» 

* puipofe, 
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purpofe, a crofs piece of wood of thirty feet 
in length, is laid, which turns round upon 
an iron pin. A Bengalefe, who is con* 
fecrated to this folemnity, by one of the chief 
brahmins, then has a great iron hook run in- 
to his body, under the ribs, over which a 
piece of cloth, or girdl%^ is ftiffly bound, to 
prevent the tearing through of the flelh. The 
hook is fattened by a (hort cord, to one end 
of the crofs beam, and a longer cord is fixed 
to the other, by which it is turned round 
with rapidity, fcveral times, by the people 
who arc prefent, whilft the man who under- 
goes the penance, and who hangs by the 
hook at the other end of the crofs beam, in 
the air, ftrews ground rice, or flowers, upon 
the people below, which they catch and pre- 
ferve, as facred relics. After having been 
whirled round for fome time, he is taken 
down, the hook taken out of his body, and 
the wound is cured as foon as poflible. 

Others, out of a fiipcrftitious zeal, run 
iron pegs through their tongues, fome that 
arc as thick as a finger, which they keep 
in that fituation, and carry about with them 
wherever they go, as long as the feftival 
latts. ( 
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Some mske two openings, one in each 
fide, through which they pafs ropes, which 
arc ftrctchcd tight at either end, and along 
which they run backwards and forwards. 

Several fuffer thcmfelvcs to be crulhcd to 
death, under the broad wheels of a lofty ma- 
chine, which is made for the purpofe j and 
being filled with people, is drawn about by a 
multitude of others. This, however, is more 
praftifed among the Gentoos on the coaft of 
Coromandel, than in Bengal, 

They inflifl a variety of other corporal pe- 
nances upon themfelves, during this feftival, 
but the above are the principal. 

The feftivals arc not celebrated every year 
on the fame day, for they are fometimes an- 
ticipated, and fometimes delayed, for fevcral 
days, according to the regulations of lucky 
and unlucky days made by the brahmins. In 
this refpeft they are exceffivcly fupcrftitious, 
and they will never undertake any thing up- 
on a day, which they efteem unlucky. 

It is the fame with regard to numbers. 
An odd number is reckoned lucky, and an 
even one, the contrary. Upon receiving 
or paying fums of money, they will rather 

lofe 
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lofe a rupee, than either take or give an even 
number. 

Their temples, called pagodas, are moftlj 
iquare ; they are ftone buildings, which are 
not very lofty, and are crowned with a cu- 
pola. Within, they are very dark ; for they 
have no windows, and only receive their 
light through the entrance. The image of 
the idol, ftands in the deepeft and darkeft 
recefs of the temple ; it is of a monltrous 
thape, and of uncouth dimenlions, having 
many arms and hands, in each of which it 
holds fomething. Amongft many others, I 
faw one, which had an human hgure, and 
was reprefented in a fitting pollure. The 
head was very large in proportion to the 
body, with the tongue hanging out of the 
mouth, half way down the bread ; the eyes 
were dretched wide open ; it had four arms 
and hands j one hand was empty, but the 
palm of it was turned upwards ; in another 
it held a little board ; in a third, a naked 
fword : and in the fourth it graiped a human 
head by the hair. 

1 faw fome idols, which had eight, and 
others, with fixteen arms ; thcle bad an hu* 

* man 
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man body, but the head of a dog, with drawn 
bows, and other inftruments pf war, in their 
hands. 

Some of them were black, others of a yel- 
lowifh hue ; one was the Iblitary divinity of 
a temple, and others had images reprefent* 
ing their wives near them. 

In Tome pagodas, were no images, but 
only a Tingle black, polifhed, ftone, lying up> 
on a round altar, covered with flowers and. 
fandalwood, which were flrewed upon it. 
They fhew mo e veneration for thefe ftones, 
than for the idols themfelves. 

Their worfhip of thefe divinities, confiAs 
in throwing themfelves upon the ground, 
and making their falam, or falutation with 
their, hands, ejaculating their prayers in 
iilence, in that poiture. 

The offerings which they arc accuftomed 
to prefent to their gods, confift of flowers, 
rice, pieces of filk and cotton, and fometimes 
gold and filver. Every thing is laid before 
the idols, and is taken care of by the brah- 
mins, who profit the moft by it. They 
guard the pagodas, both by day, and by 
night. 

The brahmins, or priefls, called brahmans 
' by 
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by the Indians, who are the bracbmanni of 
antiquity, are of the firft and nobleft cafte of 
the people, as we have before obferved. 
They arc known by a thin cord, with a 
bead, which is palTed round the neck, and 
hangs down upon the breaft ; they are never 
without this mark of diftinftion. 

They are held in the greateft relpcft by 
all the other cartes ; and no one approaches 
a brahmin, but with marks of the highert 
veneration, to which they make no other 
return, than (hewing the open palms of their 
hands. 

There are feveral cartes of brahmins, which 
differ in rank and reputation ; fome of them 
are reputed fo holy, and are held in fuch 
high veneration by the people, that the 
water in which a brahmin, belonging to 
them, has wa(hed his feet, is efteemed fa- 
cred, and is given to the common Bengalefe 
to drink, who think it the greatert felicity 
to be allowed a (hare of fuch a difgurting 
beverage. 

The vfdam^ or (acred book, in which the 
principles and duties of their religion are 
inferibed, is kept, it is faid, by the chief 
brahmins of the firft order. The copies of 
^ it, 
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it, are aflerted to be written in Perdan let- 
ters, upon a certain fort of paper, imper- 
vious to the attacks of worms, or other in- 
fe^. 

The brahmins never neglcdl wafliing 
themfelves in the Ganges, at funrife. Be- 
fore they enter the water, they make a few 
Jalams, or falutations, to the river j upon this 
they take fome water in the hollow of the 
hand, and offer it to the rifing fun, bowing 
their heads many times ; they then befprin- 
klc all the parts of their body with it, one by 
one, ending by the forehead and breaft. I 
faw feveral, who had a little brafs pot, or 
(hell, with which they continually fcooped 
up water, out of the river, and let it run out 
agaii) immediately, muttering prayers all the 
while ; but when they filled it for the lad 
time, they went out of the river, and poured 
the contents upon the bank ; after this, they 
made a mark, with a yellowifh kind of clay, 
upon the nole and eyes, in the form of the 
letter y ; I faw other Bengalefe likewife 
mark themfelves in this manner, making, 
however, only a Angle ftripe upon the note, 
and upon the forehead. They then go into 
their pagodas, to pray, decoratmg their idols 
* with 
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with flowers^ and ftrewing them with ian* 
dalwood. 

I was affured, that brahmins arc to be met 
with, in the neighbourhood of Dacca, who, 
far from rcfcmbling feme of thefe caftes in 
ftupidity and ignorance, on the contrary, cn* 
terrain pure ideas of the godhead, and pene- 
trating through the veil of thefe external, 
puerile, and ridiculous ceremonies, to the 
conception of an almighty Creator, join the 
praftice of the moral virtues, to their belief 
in his omnifeient providence. But they will 
feldom enter into con verfation with ftrangers 
on thefe fubjefts. 

The land abounds with a fort of religious 
beggars, who are called faquirs ; thefe are, 
ill general, the very refufe of fociety, the 
worft of whatever deferves to be called bad. 

They do not work, but live by the alms, 
which are bellowed upon them, willingly 
and in plenty, by the fuperftition of the peo- 
ple. They go entirely naked, and arc 
wholly devoid of lhamc. On their (houlders, 
they carry a thick club, the end of which is 
wound round, with rags of cloth, of all co- 
lours. It is dangerous to meet them in foil- 
tary places, or in tlie woods, for they make 

A ' no 
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too fcruple of knocking^ down, and murder- 
ing, whoever happens to have any thing of 
value about him. They wander about the 
country, in troops of two or three hundred, 
and all Hand un<ier one chief, who confe- 
crates them to this vocation, whicti they 
may not adopt without his confent. 

They drew thtir hair, which hangs half 
way down the back, with alhes, and fome- 
times wallow in afhes, rolling the whole 
body in them, and making a moft dilgufting 
figure of thcmfelves. 

They are not allowed to marry, but they 
indemnify themfclves for this privation, in 
other ways, and by the perpetration of the 
moft abominable beaftlinels. 

They generally take up their abode inlhady 
places, either in the open air, or in old and 
ruinous buildings, without ufing any thing to 
repofe upon, or to cover themfelves. 

Genuine faquirs make vows, that they 
will perform penance, by remaining, during 
their whole lives, in Ibme unnatural or un- 
ealy pofture, or by torturing their bodies by 
various methods ; but moft of them are not 
excited by real penitence or compundion, 
but are Ipurred on by vainglory, endeavour- 
vet. I. * 1 1 ing 
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Ing to attrafl the notice and refpeft of the 
commonality, and thereby to raife thcm^ 
fclvcs to efteem and honour* 

I met with feveral of them, at different 
times. Among others, were fomc, who, 
by keeping one arm ftretched out upwards 
for many years, had loft the power of lower- 
ing it a<rain, and were forced aivvavs to re- 
main in that pofition. Others, who had 
made choice of a bend in their body forwards, 
and who were, in confequence, grown fo 
crooked, that they formed a right angle. 
Some, who by continually bending the 
head backwards, could not bring It back to 
its natural pofition. There were others 
aoain, who dragged heavy iron chains about 
with them, during their whole lives. In- 
land, as I have related in my journal, I faw 
one, who had a brals ring, of the thicknefs 
of a quill, thruft through the penis, witli 
three other rings of iron, rlvcttcd to it llko 
links of a chain, without it I'ccming to im- 
commode him at all, in walking. 

Conjurers, and ferpcnt-charmers, are to 
be met with, in abundance. The latter, 
chiefly refidc in the villages, and exercife 
their art for a trifle of money. When a 
' fnake 



[ 435 J 

fiiakc is fuppofed to have taken up his abode, 
in a houfe, or any other place, one of thefe 
exorcifts is fent for, who performs his 
office in the following manner : 

He firjfi: creeps, upon his hands and knees, 
all over the ground, fmclling in every hole 
and corner, and foon difeovers the reptile, if 
there be one, by the feent. Having thus 
afeertained whereabouts the animal is, he 
fits down, and taking out a little flute, made 
of bone, plays upon it for fomc time, till the 
fnake comes out of his hidingplace, and darts 
at him, with a violent hifs ; he then drops 
the flute ; catches the creature in both 
hands, and kills it, at one blow, by ftriking 
its head againft the ground, without being 
bitten by it. 

They know how to deprive fnakesof their 
poifon ; ufing for that purpofe a little ball of 
cap»k, or cotton, with which they take it 
from between the teeth, where it lies, in- 
clofed in bladders; and they keep the fnakes, 
thus deprived of their venemous quality, in 
wicker bafkets, carrying them about the 
country, and making them dance. 

When I was at Fultah, I fent for one of 
them, in order to fee this curious exhibition. 

I F F 2 He 



He brought three bafkets with him, ia 
which there were feveral fnakes. He took 
out two of them, both Coiras di Capelli, 
which are cfteemed the moft venemous of 
all, and threw them upon the ground, in the 
grafs. They immediately began hifling, 
and erefting half of their bodies upright, 
darted upon, and twined round each other, 
as often as he encouraged them. They 
f(^metimes darted at the byftanders, but then 
he caught them fuddcnly by the tail, and 
drew them back. He fometimes excited 
them a2:aiiift himfelf, and fuffered them to 
bite his breaft, hands, and forehead, till the 
blood ftreamed from the wounds. After 
having made them play their tricks for fomc 
time, he took out of a bafket, a very large 
iiiakc, which was at Icaft twelve or thirteen 
feet in length, and beautifully variegated 
with tints of green and yellow ; he made it 
bite him fo hard in the breaft, that it re- 
mained hanging by its teeth, without feem- 
ing to do him any harm ; he then took a 
fmaller one, put its head into his mouth, 
and made it leizc his tongue, to which it 
likewiie cleaved by the teeth ; and throwing 
them round his neck and arms, was encircled 


in 
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in their folds, without fufFeriiig any other in- 
convenience, than the blood flowing froni 
the wounds, along his face and breaft. 

Although thefe men, do not die by the 
efFedls of the venom, becaufe, as aforefaid, 
they have the fecrct of depriving the fnakes 
of their poifon every day, yet their {kin has 
a leprous and fcaly appearance, and they are 
covered with puftules. 

Both Moors and Bengalefe take great 
delight in having women dance before them, 
who are kept for that purpofe, and are edu- 
cated, from their infancy, in the exercife of 
this diverfion. Their feafts and entertain- 
ments would be deilitute of attraftlon, if a 
troop of fix or eight dancing-girls were not 
prclent at them. 

Whenever they arc fent for, they arc 
always accompanied by fome of their mufi- 
cians, who, with their cymbals, tomtoms^ 
and an inftrument which refembles a violin, 
and upon which they play with a little flick, 
do not make a difagreeable concert, at leaft 
in the Bengal talle ; and they accompany 
their performance with their voices, which, 
however, is not the moil pleafant part of 
the entertainment^ 

F F 3 
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The dancing girls are richly decorated, 
according to their fafhion, with rings of 
gold, or of filver gilt, upon their arms, legs, 
fingers, toes, and necks ; they have golden 
circlets, of the lhape of French horns, paffed 
through the left noftril. Their drefs con- 
fifts in wide Moorifti drawers, which reach 
to their heels, and are faflened round the 
waift ; over this, they have a which 

is made with a fmall body above, and a 
flowing petticoat below ; it is made tight 
under the bolbm, which it fupports, and 
preffes upwards, but which it covers en- 
tirely ; the fleeves come down to the hands, 
and are faflened with a row of little but- 
tons underneath. Their hair, which is quite 
black, and fliines with oil, is flroked Imooth 
over the head to the back part, where it is 
tied in a knot. They have a veil of white 
muflin, which is thrown over the whole, 
and with which they conceal their faces 
from time to time, during the dance. 

Their dances coufift in continual twinines 
and bendings of the body and head ; and in 
advaucifig and receding, as is praftiled in 
the Spanilh dances. 

If any one be captivated by the charms of 

tlieir 
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their perfons, or of their dancing, they make 
no fcruple of gratifying him with the enjoy- 
ment of thofe which are lefs public, for a 
trifling confideration ; and without occa- 
fioning the leaft fcandal to the company, 
or to their companions, who continue danc- 
ing, without noticing the retreat of their frail 
affociate* 
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CHAPTER. III. 

MarrUfts of the BengaUfe, — Burning alive of 
Widows, — Amt'le Accou nt of the Ci^emonies oh 
ferved on Jucb an Occafion. — Another Jnftunce , — 
Bur)ing alive Widows. — Dijeajes incident to 
the Natives, — Dyfentery, — Swelled Legs, — ’The 
Jounihaad. — Small-pox, — Inrculation, — PraW- 
tioners of Ph fic, — Their Remedies. — Mode of 
Salutation. — Manner of Drinking. — lloujhcld Con- 
veniences. — The Moguls. — Their Complexion, 
CharaSler. — Religion, — Morals. — Infamous De- 
bauchery . — Drfs. 


The 


Bengalefc marry no more than one 


wife, excv pt the brahmins, wlio take as many 
as they chooi'e, or can maintain ; yet if the 
wife of one of another calle be barren, and 
he have money enough to fupport her, he is 
allowed by the brahmins, upon payment of a 
certain fum, and the diftribution of fome 
alms, to take a fecond wife, m addition to 


the firft. 

The ceremonies which take place at their 
marriages are of little importance. 

Girls, as in all warm climates, are mar- 
‘ riageble 
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riageablc at an early age, and they ceafc 
likcwile to bear children very loon. 

The women livfe in the ftrifteft fubjeftion 
to their hulbands, and in Ibme caftes, the 
wives are obliged, when their hulbands die, 
to follow them to the other world, and arc 
cither burnt, or buried alive together with 
the body : if they were to refufe fubmit- 
ting to this barbarous cuftom, their cha- 
radlcrs would be ftamped with the great- 
eft infamy, and they would live the fcorn 
and deriiion of their companions and rela- 
tives. 

1 was an eyewitnefs of the burning of a 
Bengalefe woman, and of the ceremonies 
which accompanied it ; and the following is 
the account of it, which I drew up at th^ 
time ; 

On the 25tli of November, having re- 
ceived intimation that this folemnity would 
take place about noon, I went betimes, with 
fome of my friends, to the place which had 
been pointed out to us ; it was a few paces 
out of Chinfurahy upon the banks of the 
Ganges, * 

We here found the body of the deceafed, 
lying upon a kadelj or couch, covered with a 

piece 
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piece of white cotton, and ftrewed mthjri, 
or betel-leaves. 

The woman, who was to be the viftirn, 
fat upon the couch, at the foot-end, with 
her legs crolTed under her, and her face turn- 
ed towards that of the deceafed, which was 
' uncovered. The hulband feemed to me, to 
have been a perlon of about fifty years of 
age, and his widow was full thirty. She 
had a yellow cotton cloth wrapped around 
her, and her arms and hands were adorned 
with rings of chancos. Her hair, which 
hung loofe all round her head, was plenti- 
fully ftrewed with ground fandalwood. She 
held a little green branch in her right hand, 
with which (he drove away the flies from 
the body. 

Round her, upon the ground, fat ten or 
twelve women, who kept fupplying her with 
freftr betel, a portion of which fhe had con- 
tinually in her mouth ; and when Ihe had 
half mafticated it, fhe gave it to one of her 
female friends, or to others of the byftand- 
ers, who begged it of her, wrapped it up m 
pieces of cloth, and prelei’vefl it as a relic. 

She fat, for the greateft part of the time, 

like one buried in the, deepefl meditation . 

yet 
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yet with a countenance that betrayed not 
the leaft figns of fear. The other women, 
her relations and friends, fpoke to her con- 
tinually of the happinefs which Ihe was 
about to enjoy, with her hulband, in a fu- 
ture life. One of thefe women, who fat 
behind her upon the couch, frequently em- 
braced her, and feemcd to talk the moft, and 
very carneftly, with her. 

Befides the women, feveral men, as well 
her relations, as brahmins, were prefent, who 
at intervals, flruck their cymbals, and beat 
their drums, accompanied by the fongs, or 
cries of the women, making a moft deaf- 
ening noife. About half paft ten o’clock, 
they began to prepare the funeral pile, at 
the diftance of a little more than eight feet 
from the fpot, where the unfortunate widow 
was fitting, but which Ihe beheld with the 
moft ftoic indifference, as if it in no ways 
concerned her. 

The pile was made, by driving four green 
bamboo ftakes into the earth, leaving about 
five feet above the ground, and being about 
fix feet from each other, forming a fquare, 
in which was firft laid a laver of large fire- 

o 

wood, which was, very dry, and cafily com- 

buftiblc ; 
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buftible ; upon this was put a quantity of 
dry ftraw, or reeds, which hung over beyond 
the wood, and was plentifully befmeared 
with ghee^ which is a fort of butter, when 
it becomes old and rank. This was done 
alternately, till the pile was about five feet 
in height ; and the whole was then ftrewed 
with fine powdered rofin. Finally, a white 
cotton (heet, which was firft waflied in the 
Ganges^ was fpread over the pile, thus com- 
pletely prepared for coafuming of the devot* 
cd vidim. 

The widow was then admonifhed by a 
brahmin, that it was time to begin the rites. 
She was then taken up by two women, from 
the couch, carried a little farther, and put 
down upon the ground, while the others 
made a circle round her, and continued to 
otfer her frelh betel, accompanied by en- 
treaties, that, as Ihe would, in fo Ihort a 
time, appear, with her hulband in the pre- 
fence of jRjw, or their higheft God, Ihe would 
fupplicate for various favours for them ; and 
above all, thatlhe would (alute their deceafed 
friends, whom Ihc might meet in the celefr 
tial abodes, in their names. 

In the mean time, tho body was taken 

up 



up from the couch by four men, arid car- 
ried to the river, where it was wafhed clean, 
and rubbed with turmeric, but which waa 
afterwards wafhed off again. Upon this, 
one of the brahmins took a little clay out of 
the river, and marked the forehead of the 
deceafed with it, wrapping the body up in 
white linen ; which, when this had been 
done, was carried to the pile, and laid upon 
it. 

The woman, who had beheld all thefe pre- 
parations, was then led by two of her female 
relations to the Ganges^ in order to wa(h in 
the river. When (he came again upon the 
bank, her clothes were pulled off, and a 
piece of red filk and cotton gingham was 
wrapped round her body. One of her male 
relatives, took out her gold nofc -jewel, while 
Ihc fat down, and gave it to her, but (he re- 
turned it to him for a memorial of her. 
Hereupon (he went again to the river, and 
taking up fonie water in her hands, mut- 
tered fome prayers, and offered it to the fun. 
All her ornaments were then taken from 
her, and her armlets were broken, and chap- 
lus of white flowers were put upon her 
«eck and hands. Her hair was tucked up 
, w'ith 
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with five combs, and her forehead was 
marked with clay in the fame manner as 
that of her huftand. Her head was co* 
vered with a piece of filk, and a cloth was 
tied round her body, in which the brahmins 
put fome parched rice. 

She then took her laft farewel of her 
friends, both men and women, who had af- 
fixed lier in the preparation, and Ihe was 
conduced by two of her female relations to 
the pile. When flic came to it, flie Mat- 
tered from that fide, where the head of the 
decealed la\ , flowers and parched rice up- 
on the fpedators. She then took fomc 
boiled rice, rolled up in a ball, and put it 
into the mouth of the deceafed, laying fc- 
veral other fimilar balls of rice under the 
pile. Two brahmins next led her three 
times round it, while fhe threw parched 
rice among the byflanders, who gathered it 
up with great cagernefs. The lafl: time tliat 
Ihe went round, (he fet a little earthen 
burning lamp, at each of the four corners. 
The whole of tliis was done during: an in- 
ceflant noile of cymbals and drums, and 
amidfl the Ihouts of the brahmins, and of 
her relations. After having thus walked 

three 
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three times round the pile, fhe mounted 
courageoufly upon it, laid herfelf down up- 
on the right fide, next to the body, which 
(he embraced with both her arms ; a piece 
of white cotton was fpread over them both, 
they were bound together over the arms, 
and middle, with two ca(y bandages, and a 
quantity of firewood, flraw, ghee^ and rofin, 
was laid upon them. In the laft place, her 
neareft relation, to whom (he had given her 
nofe-jewel, came with a burning torch, and 
fet the ftraw on fire, and in a moment the 
whole was in a flame. The uoifc of the 
drums was redoubled, and the (houts of the 
fpedators were more loud and incclTant than 
ever, fo that the flirieks of the unfortunate 
woman, had (he uttered any, could not poC- 
fibly have been heard. 

What moll: furprized me, at this liorriJ 
and barbarous rite, was the tranquillity of the 
woman, and the joy exprelfed by her re- 
lations, and the fpedators. The wretched 
viQim, who beheld thefe preparations mak- 
ing for her cruel death, feemed to be much 
lefs afFcfted by it, than we Europeans, who 
were prefeut. She underwent every thing 

with 
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with the greatcft intrepidity, and her coun- 
tenance fecmed, at times, to be animated 
with plcafure, even at the moment when 
fhe was alcending the fatal pile. 

Her feet appeared from between the fire- 
wood, on the fide where I ftood ; and I had 
an opportunity of obferving them, bccaufe 
a little breeze, playing upon that fide, cleared 
it of the flame and fmokc ; I paid peculiar 
attention to her, in order to difeover whether 
any convulfive motions agitated her feet, but 
they remained immovable, in the midft of 
the conflagration, 1 

The women who were prefent, and who 
all, foouer or later, would have to undergo 
the ('amc fate, if they furvived their hulhands, 
appeared to rejoice at the lacrifice, and (hew- 
ed every token of exultation. 

If an European were to touch fuch a de- 
voted woman, even accidentally, (he would 
not be allowed to be burnt, and would be 
thought entirely defiled and profaned. The 
man who had touched her, would be expofed 
to great danger, if he did not purchafe in- 
demnity, by large films of money. This 
happened to our direftor Sichterman, who 


was 
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Was obliged to pay twenty-five thoufand ru- 
pees, for an imprudence of this kind, which 
he hud been guilty of. 

If the women were to refufe accompany- 
ing their hufbands, in this manner, to the 
other world, they would be defpiled and 
abandoned by their fiicnds, as the refufe of 
focicty, the dregs of impurity* In fucli 
cafes, they are never allowed to marry 
again ; their hair is Ihavcd off, and an 
eternal diferacc attaches both to thcmfclves 
and to their family. Hence their relations 
cn)[)lov all ])olliblc perluafions, and a/iidu- 
oully encourage thefe wretched creatures to 
iubmit to the univerfal cudom ; )ct I was 
told that this is feldom ncccflary, as they 
polfel's lufficient cnthufialm, willingly to de- 
vote thcmfclves, to this horrible death. 

A little before I arrived in the Ganges^ a 
rich Bcngalefe, wlio was the broker of our 
Company, had died, and left a young and 
handfomc widow, under fcvcntccn years of 
age ; with whom he had but once cohabited, 
in the beginning of his marriage, and inflcad 
of living with her, had kept a concubine, 
with whom he rc Tided. 

As foon as he was dead, her friends came 
VOL. r. ' o to 
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to her, and, well knowing the infamous life 
he had led with relj)cd to her, endeavoured 
to perfuade her, in tlie mort: forcible manner, 
not to he burnt witli her hulband, fince he 
had ufed her fo ill in his lifetime, that Ihe 
ought not to account hcrfelf his wife, and 
that ihe would therefore not be required to 
comply with the general ufage. 

She, however, anfwered undauntedly, that 
flic was once united to him, and efteemed 
hcrfelf united to him for ever, that ihe had 
loved him, and would now accompany him 
even in death. On the fame day, ihe fuffer- 
ed berfelf, with a cheerful countenance, 
after having embraced and kilfcd the dead 
body, to be burnt witli it to aflics. 

They believe, that if they facrifice them- 
fclves in this way, they will enjoy with their 
huilrands, every fpecics of fenfual gratifica- 
tion, in another life ; and fired by this ex- 
pedlation, they expire with pleafure, amidft 
the torments of flame. 

The pile which was crcflcd for the young 
widow I have jufl: mentioned, was made ot 
fandalwood, and was calculated to be worth 
feven thoufaild gilders *. 

* About 635/. Itcrliog. T. 
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The burying alive is done in the follow- 
ing manner. A pit is dug in the earth, of 
fix feet fquare, in which the body of the 
deceafed, after having been waihed in the 
Ganges, in the lame manner as when the 
widow is burnt, is laid upon the back. The 
woman, after having been alfo waihed and 
prepared in the fame way, as in the former 
inftance, jumps into the pit, lays herfelf down 
next to the body, and takes it in her arms ; 
upon which the hole is inllantly filled with 
earth, and trampled hard down, fo that Ihe 
is fmothcred in a moment. The whole of 
this rite, is equally performed, amictll the 
founding of their mufical inftruments, and 
the Ihouts of the alliftants. 

The difeafe which is the moft prevalent 
iicrc, is the dyfentcry, w'hich is occafioned 
iiy the flatulency and infipidncfs of their ar- 
ticles of food. 

They are likewife much afflifted with 
Iwelled legs ; and I faw feme Who had them 
bloated to the thicknefs of a man’s waifl. A 
gangrene is the ufual confequcnce, and this 
difeafe generally terminates in the death of ' 
the patient. They have no furgeons who 
arc capable of oppofing the progrefs of the 
' G G 2 evil, 
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evil, or of amputating a limb ; and many 
unhappy wretches die in pain and mifery, for 
want of ikilful pra6titioncrs. 

A fort of ficknefs, or fever, llkewifc pre- 
vails in which is called x\\^ joutiibn^idf 

and which generally fweeps away thofe who 
are attacked by it, in the fpace of three days. 
Thofe who recover, often retain a deafnefs, 
a blindnefs, or a confumption; and fometimes 
a general paralyfis, the dreadful confequencei 
of this feourge. 

This difeafe is better cured by the na- 
tive piadfitioners, than by European phy- 
ficians ; for its fymptoms are not dubious, 
and it is a diforder peculiar to the country. 

The fmall-pox is equally a diftemper that 
prevails here ; it began to rage violently be- 
fore 1 left the Ganges. 

Inoculation is much pradlifed by the na- 
tives, but they convert the contagious mat- 
ter into powder, which they give internally, 
mixed with Ibme liquid. A few of them, 
however, inoculate by incifion. The firft 
mode has generally a very fortunate iflue ; 
• they prepare the body for the infection, by 
laxatives, and ablutions. A fever is felt the 

day after inoculation, which is foon followed 

by 
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by the eruption; and in three weeks the cure 
is completed. 

The praftitioners of medicine, among the 
Bengalefe, are all of the brahmin carte. They 
are held in great ertcem, on account of the 
art they profefs ; but their knowledge of it, 
feemed to me, to be very imperjfeft. They 
inherit from their ancertors,who have equal- 
ly been phyficians, a number of recipes of 
remedies for all forts of difeafes, which they 
have found, by long experience, to be of 
benefit ; and when they hit upon the true 
nature of the diforder, they feldom fail in 
the cure. But upon any uncommon appear^ 
anccs, they are confounded, and know not 
what to do ; of which I have known feveral 
jnrtances. 

They have not the lead knowledge of 
anatomy, becaufe their religion does not 
permit them to rtied blood, or to open a 
body. 

When they feel the pulfe, they do it 
with a kind of drumming motion with the 
finger^. 

They fay that all dirtempers arife from 
one of thefc three caufes, namely, heat, cold, 
or bile. # 
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Their medicines are moftly fuch as arc 
produced in the country. Amongft others, 
they make life of a kind of little artificial 
flonc, that is manufaftured at Goa, and pof- 
feflcs a llfong aromatic fcent. They give 
the lcraj»ings of this, in a little water, mixed 
with lljgar, to their patients. They employ 
fugai- with almoft all their medicines ; in- 
fomuch that when a phyfician is fent for, 
lie always brings fugar with him. 

The lalutation of the Bengalefe, confifts 
in touching the forehead with the right 
hand, and bending the head forwards. When 
they want to make a very humble falam, or 
cbeil'ancc, they firft lay the right hand up- 
on the bread, then touch the ground with 
it, and afterwards the forehead. 

They are not deficient in expreflions of 
humility, when they addrefs any one, from 
whom they ftaiid in need of any favour. 
The lead that they fay, is, “ I am your mol\ 
“ devoted flave j” but, in the fame way as 
takes place in our more civilized Europe, 
they are mere founds, words of courfc, figni- 
fying nothing. 

They will, %i\ no account, drink out ot 
the fame veffcl with an European, or Ma- 

homedan ; 
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liomcdan ; nay, not with any one of a dif- 
ferent caftc. When they drink, they do 
not fet the \c^cl to the mouth, but hold 
it at a little dtftance above it, and let the 
liquor run into the mouth, without clofing 
the lips, or drawing breath ; and yet with- 
out fpilling a drop. 

Their houdiold conveniences arc very 
few ; they never make ule of cither chairs, 
or benches. 

The Moors, or Moguls, form the remain- 
der of the inhabitants of Bengal. They were 
originally natives of Tartary, They arc, in 
general, browner than the Gentoos, although 
home of them arc tolerably fair, or rather 
yellowifli ; but thcle arc born faithcr to the 
nni'di. Mod of thole who live about Agra^ 
and Dehlyy arc, as I was informed by the bc- 
forementioned French millionar\, fair, in 
comparifon with the inhabitants of the more 
fouthern provinces. 

They are more courageous than the Bcn- 
galcfe. Their Jipahis make middling good 
loldiers, when they arc trained and com- 
manded by European othcers ; at leaf):, ac- 
cording to the teftimony of the Englifli,who 
employ them much. 

' G G 4 
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Their religion is that of Mahomet. They, 
in confequeiice, hold in abhorrence the ido- 
latry of the Gentoos. Yet their morals are, 
on the other hand, much worfe ; and indeed 
infamoufly bad. The fin of Sodom is not 
only in iiniverfal praftice among them, but 
extends to a beftial communication with 
brutes, and in particular with fheep. Women 
even abandon themfelves to the com million 
of unnatural crimes. One of my friends, 
who had refided for a long time at Patna, 
informed me, that, during his abode at that 
place, a Moorlfh woman had endeavoured, 
like another Pafiphae, to faiisfy her luft, in 
the embraces of a ftallion j but the dreadful 
confcquence of her boundlefs lubricity were, 
that fhe was fo leverely hurt in her attempts 
to procure the enjoyment flie Ibught, that 
Ihe died in the greateft agonies, a few hours 
afterwaids. Ido not believe that there is any 
country upon the face of the globe, where 
lafciviiius intemperance, and every kind of 
unbridled Icwdnefs, is io much indulgeii 
in, as in the lower piovinces uf the cm])irc ot 
IndoJldfL The coniammation of vice is not 
folcly conhned to the two nations, who are 
natives of the country, but extends likewiio 

to 
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to the Europeans, who fettle, or trade here* 
The climate influences perhaps more upon 
the conftitution here, than in other coun- 
tries. 

The drefs of both rich and poor, among 
the Moguls, is nearly alike, and differs only 
in coftlincfs. It confifts of a long coat, 
which is called kabayy as has been before de- 
fcrlbed. They tie a girdle round the mid- 
dle, and in it, on the left fide, they wear a 
weapon, which they call by a name that 
may be trauflated belly-piercer ; it is about 
fourteen inches long ; broad near the hilt, 
and tapering away to a fharp point ; it is 
made of fine fteel ; the handle has, on each 
lido of it, a catch, which, when the weapon 
is griped by the hand, (huts round the wrift^ 
and fecures it from being dropped. They 
iddom or never go out, without having it in 
their girdle, in the fame manner, as the Ja- 
vanefe wear their kriffes. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sovernment in Bengal. — Coins. — IVeights. — 
Jures. — Dk'i/tons of time. — Chronometers. — Coun- 
try-boats. — Land-carriage, — Animals. — Ele- 
phants. — Tigers. — Wild Buffaloes. — Jackals. — 
Snakes. — Jnjetls. — Birds of Frey . — Fifi. — Croco- 
diles . — f anguagcs . — Articles of Commerce. — Hilk. 

■ — Management of the Silku'onvs.-^ Cotton Manu- 
factures. — Opium. — Mode of jits Cultivation and 
Collection. — Annual §^iantUy collected. — Saltpetre. 
^Gumlack. — Articles of Importation. 


Bengal is under tlic admialdration of 
a governor, flylcd Nabob., or properly Na- 
•t^ab, who was formerly appointed by the 
emperor of IndoJJan, or the Great Mogul 
(but now this is done by the Englilh), as his 
lleuteiumt. Thefe viceroys were generally 
taken, in an hereditary fucceflion, or in de- 
fault of a male heir, from Uk ncarefl: rela- 
tives 3 and though they were uiiiy the dele- 
gates of the emperor, as lord paramount, 
they ruled, in faft, as fovercign princes. 
They were, however, obliged to furnidi 
men and arms to the emperor, when at war, 

♦ and 
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and to pay a certain proportion of the an- 
nual revenues which they drew from this 
wealthy country, to the Imperial treafury 
the reft being left to themfeivcs. The 
Englifh, at prefent, colleft the revenues, 
and make the diftribution, giving, both to 
the emperor, and to the nabob, no more 
than they choofe to fpare, and leaving to 
the latter only the outward femblance of 
authority. 

Every dlftri£l has its own governor, under 
the denomination of faufdar^ who muft ren- 
der account of his adminiftration to the na- 
bob. 

Thcfc again appoint in every town or 
vilhige a zemindar^ who rules over the 
place, and part of the circumjacent country, 
and fettles all dilFcrences which arife be- 
tween the inhabitants. 

* We have po particular account of the amounts paid 
into the Imperial treafur), Irom the provinn. ol ex- 

cept one, of the year 1707, when the empire was in its moft 
flourifliing ftate, under the famous Aurengzfbe. The 
revenue from the fubah of Bengal was then 524,636,240 
dams, making at forty dams, and zs, td per rupee, 1,639,488/. 
5/. fterling. The whole of the revenues from all the pro- 
wnccs,thcnamounttdtoi 2 ,o 7 i, 876 , 84 odams,or 37,724,6[5/• 
2n 6</. fterling. T. 


The 
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The only current coins in Bengal^ and In 
the whole extent of Indojlan^ are gold and 
filver rupees. All foreign gold and filvcr, 
whether coined, or in bullion, is carried to 
the mint, and transformed into rupees, which 
are ftamped with Perfian letters inftcad of 
any portrait, or arms. 

They decreafe every year in value, and 
at the end of nine years, the Jicca rupees 
are taken at the fame rate as Arcot rupees. 

When the rupees firft come from the 
mint, they are called Jicc(i rupees of the firft 
year. Thofc which arc coined at Moorjl^e- 
dabad arc the current coin in which the 
trade of the Company is carried on, and 
by which all the other rupees in cir- 
culation here, are reduced. It is divided 
into fixtcen annas ; its intriiific value in 
Dutch money, is on^ gilder, four ftivers 
and a half, and it is taken in the Com- 
pany’s books at twenty-five ftivers ; but 
in Indian currency, at thirty-one ftivers 
and a half, for which it is current at 
Hougly It is the money of account, ac- 
cording 

t In Sir Is A AC Newton’s table of the alTays, weights 
tnd values of foreign filver and gold .coins, made at the Mint, 

by 
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cording to which the value of the other ru- 
pecs are calculated, at a difcount, or agio> 
which is called of from fix to twelve 
per cent, which undergoes continual fluftu- 
ations, by the management of the money- 
changers. The yfreot rupees, whieh are 
coined by the Englilh at Arcot^ and by the 
French at Pondicherryy go for thirty ftivers 
yet the laft arc reckoned from one to three 
per cent better than the former. 

The gold rupee, which is called mobury is 
worth fifteen filver ftcca rupees. 

Halves, fourths, eighths, and fixteeuths of 
rupees, arc likewife coined ; the laft, as above 
laid, are called annas. 

Copper coin is not feen in Bengal. For 
( hangc they make ufe of the fmall feadhells, 
called cowries, eighty of which make a 


l)y order of the privy-councii, before the year 1717, the af- 
fay of tlie rupee is ftated at Jwts, better than Ifandarci ; 
its weight, at 7 Jicts. its ftandard wciglit, at 8 thijtt, 

2^r. 453 ; and its intrinGc value at 24 </. or. The 

Eiiglidi generally compute it to be currently worth 2t. 6 d. 
ftcrling. T, 

♦ According to Ricaud, the Arctt arc fix per cent lefs In 
value ihan/cva rupees. Befides thefe, the Bombay and Ma- 
dias rupees, are current in Bengal, and are tlirec per cent be- 
low the ftandard, or fee a rupee. T, 

poni. 
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ponl ; and iixty, or fixty-five ponisy accord- 
ing as there arc few or many cowries in 
the country, make a rupee They come 
from the Maldhe iflaiids. The money- 
changers lit upon all the bazars with quan- 
tities of them, to furnifh the lower orders 
with change, for the purchafe of iiecefla- 
rics. One hundred thoufand rupees make 
what is called a lack^ and one hundred 
lacks, or ten millions of rupees, a crore. 

Weights in Bengal, are calculated by 
maunds, of which there are three forts ; all 
however, divided by forty feer, or eight 
paans Jeer. At Hougly, or Chinfurah, the 
maund kalfah, or Company's matind, weighs 
fixty-eight pounds Amfterdam ; the tmiund 
bazar, feventy-fix; and the maund pakka, 
fc veil ty-fc veil. 

Two peculiar maunds are ufed at Cojfimba- 
zar ; namely, the maund fjtthur, for the 
lilk-trade, which weighs feventy-two pounds, 
and the muts maund, which contains the 

■* There is a great variation in the value of cowries in 
Bengal'^ Ricaud fayj, 2,560 make a nipcej Bolts, 4,000 to 
4,800 ; and our author, 4,800, to 5,200. The cheapnefs of 
provifions in Bengal, makes it convenient to have fo very' 
low a medium, for dealings among the poor. T, 

weight 
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wtWht of three thoufand two hundred ficca 

rvjpces. 

A Jier kalfab is i^db . ; a fecr bazar ^ iro ; 
and a Jeer pakka li*. 

Weights made of ftones are iifed for 
weighing by feers^ which is rh^eneral me- 
dium of falc of almoft every thing, even 
vegetables and milk not excepted. 

The meahires of length, are cohidosy and 
gefsj or gqfs. At Chin fur ah ^ a cohido is one 
tout five inches Rhineland mcafure The 
general length of the cobido, is taken to be 
from the elbow of a full grown man, to 
the tip of the middle finger, in the fame 
manner as the cubit of the ancients. A 
gejsj or gg/f, is two cobidos^ being, at Chin- 
J'urah^ two feet and ten inches Rhineland 
mcafure. The cobido^ is the univerfal mea- 
furc of length, all over the weft of India. 

Diftances between places, arc mcafured 
byc^; five cofs^ arc equal to about two 
Dutch miles f . 

* The Cohido in Bengal 15, a: nenr a", pof^ible of an 
Englifti yard; the exa^t projX)rtioii i., that 7,273 cobidos 
make 3,773 yards. T. 

f The coji in Bengal is generally taken, by the Engliflj, to 
be about two miles ; in the upper parts of Indojlan it is only . 
about one and a half. 7 *. 
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The day and night, are here divided into 
four quarters, each of fix hours, and thefe 
again into fifteen parts, of twenty-four mi- 
nutes each. For a chronometer, they ufe a 
kind of diA of thin brafs, at the bottom of 
which there ^s a little hole : this is put into 
a veffel or large pot with water ; and it 
runs full in a certain time. They begin 
their firft quarter at fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing. They ftrike the quarters and fub- 
divifions of time, with a wooden hammer, 
upon a flat piece of iron, or fteel, of about 
ten inches in diameter, which is called a 
garnla/y and gives a pretty fmart found, 
which can be heard at fome diftance. The 
quarters are firft ftruck, and then as many 
times as the brafs difti has run full, in that 
quarter. None but the chief men of a dif- 
trid are allowed to have a garnial^ and ftill 
they may not ftrike the firft divifion of the 
firft quarter, which is a privilege relerved 
to the nabob alone. Thofe who attend at 
thefe clocks, muft be of the brahmin cafte. 

The veflcls which are ufed for inland 
navigation, on the Ganges^ are very lightly 
built of thin deals, without either keel or 
fide- timbers. The edges of the planks arc 
. faftened 
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faftened together with ftaples, and the Teams 
are ftopped up with mols, and payed with 
greal'e. The largeft width of them is about 
one-third of their whole length from the 
ftern, where they run up with a bend ; they 
are very (harp forwards, and are not very 
high above the water. Although they are 
of different fizes, they are all of the fame 
lhape and conftruftion ; and Ibmc of them 
can load fifty thouffmd pounds weight of 
merchandize, and more *. 

The boats ufed by the Europeans, as well 
as by the natives of confideration, for tra- 
velling, arc called budgerows. On the out- 
fidc they have the fame conftruflion with 
the former, but within, they are calculated 
!. r convenience. The fpace from the mid- 


Tiurc boats are calltd iws in ; they are rude 

baiks, and have a Tingle mart, with a large Tquare fail ; they 
take in a great quantity of water from the Tides and bottoms, 
wiiicli compcK the crew to employ Tome people continually 
in baling. I'lmy are uTcd for the carriage of cotton, and 
other bulky materials, the weights of which cannot bear 
any pro{)ortion to their Cue, In common with all the other 
boats of the country, their bottoms are nearly flat ; indeed it 
would be imprafticaBle, on the to employ vcrtcls 

calculated to draw any confiderable quantity of water, as 
the navigation is rendered extremely dangerous, from the 
finds being continually fli-fiing, T. 

VOL. J. H « die 



[ 4 “ ] 

die to the ftcrn, is occupied by one or two 
apartments, having windows on the fidcs; 
thefe rooms arc from fix to feven feet in 
height, and are as commodious as if they 
were in a houfe. The fternmoft of them, 
is the bedroom. The budgerows are of va- 
rious fizes, from twentj-five to fixty feet 
ill length, and longer. They are rowed, 
as the former arc, by from fix to twenty 
mtn. The oars are long poles, to the end 
of which a little oval board is nailed, in 
lieu of a leaf; they do not firike the water 
crofs ways, but obliquely backwards. Some- 
whatmorc foi wardsftandsa mall:, upon which 
a fquarc fail is hoifted, when they go be- 
foie the wind; when they have a fide- 
wincl, they drive down athwart the flream, 
not having a keel, or timber enough un- 
der water, being flatbottomed, and drawing 
fcarcely a foot, or a foot and a half 

They 

* The hudgenxis arc Hccrcd by a large pacidle, or o:r, 
extending ten feet from the ftcrn ; and befidcs the maft men- 
tioned in I he text, they have likewife a topmaft, with a fquare 
topfail, for fine weather. The Englifli gentlemen in Btng 
have I '.ade great improvements in the by intro- 

ducing a broad flat floor, fquare fterns, and broad bows. 
Th«y 'hereby are rendered much lafer, fail near, and keep 

tkir 
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- They have another kind of boats, which 
they call pulwahs. Thefe are very long, 
low, and narrow ; they arc not calculated 
for the con\e)ance of goods :• they are fcull- 
ed inftead of being rowed, and they are 
very expeditious for paffing from one place 
to another *. 

At 

fheir wind; and there is no danger attending their taking 
the ground ; they are l)frides calculated to cairy more fail. T. 

^ A gentleman in his buJi^crtntjy is ufually attended by a 
for the actommodarion of the kitchen, and a fmallcr 
boat, which is cal cd a and is dtdtined to convey 
h.rn either on lliore, or on board, as it frequently happens 
that the budgooiv cannot come clofc to the place where he 
w idles to land, or to cinbai k. Thefe boats move more ex- 
pcditioiidy than the hvdgnonn j but the paunchivays are nearly 
of the fame gcntial coullriK^ion, with this ditftrence, that the 
grrip it breadth U fomewhat farther aft, and the derti lower, 
An'i iier boat of this country, which is very curioufly con- 
dru<.*tcd, is called a moijtfun^ry; thefe are very long and nar- 
row, foinclimes extending to upwards of an hundred feet in 
lengtii, and iu)t more than eight feet in breadth; they are 
ilwa)s paddkd, fometimes by foity men, and are ftcered by 
a large p.tddlc fiom tlie whicli rife^ either in the fliapc 
of a peaco.. k, a make, or fome other animal ; the paddlers are 
direi^ed by a man who Hands up, and fometimes makes ufe 
'>f a branch of a plant, to regulate their motions, ufing much 
gcHicuiation, and telling his llory, to excite either laughter, 
or exertion. In one part of the Hern is a canopy fupported 
in jdilars, in whi' h are feaied the owner and his friends, who 
partake of fir refrcfliing brcc7.es of the evening; thefe boats 
H I! 2 arc 
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At 14rid, the general convcyahifc of paf- 
feiigers is by palankeens^ which arc a fort 
of litters. For carrying goods, cart's df a 
very fimple conftru(^ioii are ma je ufe of ; 
they are drawn by oxen, or buffaloes 
fiut the tranfporting of goods is moftly ef- 
fected by water, through the numerous chan- 
nels and creeks, with which the country is 
interfered. 

Among the land-animals which are found 
here, the elephant holds the tirff: rank, on 
account of its lize. I faw four of thefe un- 
wleldly creatures at Hougly, who were full 
twelve feet in height. Each of them had 
a conductor, who fat upon the neck, and 
was able, with a Ihort iron hook which he 
held in his hand, together with hi$ voice, to 
govern the huge animal at pleafure. 

Tigers are very numerous in the woods, 
and they often tally out into the inhabited 
places. I faw fome of them, which were 
kept, in wooden cages, by the Englith at 

arc very expenfive, owing to the beautiful decorations of 
painted and gilt ornaments, which ire highly varnilhed, and 
exhibit a confidcrablc degree of taftc. T. 

* Thefe carts arc called batkeries ; they run upon t^o 
wlieels, and have a covering, T, 


Calcutta, 



[ 4^9 ] 

Calcutta^ of the fize of a large calf. The 
great men of the land take much plcafurc 
in making them fight with other animals, 
elephants and buffaloes. 

There are likewife a vaft number of wild 
buffaloes in the woods ; they are much 
larger and fiercer than bulls ; they have 
horns of full five feet in length, and it is 
very dangerous to meet with them, if not 
provided with firearms. Even then, if one 
has the misfortune not to kill them outright, 
the danger is fiill greater, unlefs a neigh- 
bouring tree, into which the man muft in- 
ftantly climb, offer its friendly proteftion. 
The crew of my fhip killed feveral of them 
at Ingellee ; their flefh is tolerably good eat- 
ing, and the females, when they are tamed, 
are milked like cows ; yet their milk is not 
efteemed wholeforae, being fuppofed to be 
heating and acrimonious. 

Jackals are a fort of wild dogs, fome- 
what larger than a common fpaniel ; they 
have a thick head, and a lharp nofe ; their 
fur is blown, and the hair long; they have 
a thick and rough tail, which hangs down ; 
they do not run faft, unlefs when hunted. 
The woods fwarm with them ; they comp 
- H H 3 down 
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down to the Tides of the river, towards the 
evening, and feed upon the carrion, and the 
dead bodies wliich are neither burnt nor 
buried, and which, if they were to remain 
there, would lill the air with putrid effluvite, 
and be the occafioii of peftilential diforder?. 
The Indian name for thefe animals is 
chiikdL Their cry is like that of a human 
hfino. 

Snakes, of all kinds, abound in the fields, 
and in the old buildinc-s. It is therefore 

o 

very dangerous, iu damp wcathei , to walk 
in the grals, where their iniidious folds 
lie concealed fiom the c\e of the un- 
wary pallengcr. If they arc unfortunately 
ti od u| on, tl'.ey are t'urc to bite the ofieiuicr ; 
but if one of the ierpent-charmers be im- 
mediately at liand, bv lun’ering a little pain, 
a ('uie i.^ litoii eficCled ; without their afTid- 
ance, lira'll often the confequence. 

Seoi jMons, CLiuipcdts, and a great matyv 
other inled', aic hkcwile pielly abundant. 
The mod troubklomc of all, are the tiles, 
gnats, anti bug , which torment the inhabi- 
tants, both day and night. 

Great numbers of birds of prey are alio 
Teen here. Among them, a kind of eagle 

is 
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is the moft remarkable for fize. They 
feed upon nothing but dead carcafes. There 
are like wife aftonifhing numbers of birds of 
prey, which are about the fizc of a kite, 
and fo bold, that, in flying, they will pounce 
down, and fnatch a piece of meat, or bread, 
out of the hands of a man : I law them 
frccjncntly do this to the children of the 
houlc wheic I lived. As well as the 
jackals, they arc of great benefit in this 
cuunti N, In devouring the carrion. 

There arc but very few different forts of 
fifh in the rivers : one called the baldhcad is 
thought to be the bcfl: tailed. 

There arc likcwilc crocodiles, or alliga- 
Tors, but which are not, in general, very 

: -gc. 

rhe Bengalcfe and Moors have each a 
diffinrt language and writing. That of 
the lattter has much analogy with the 
Perfian, and is the language of the court. 

The chief articles of commerce which 
the country )ield5, are filk, mufliiis, calli- 
cocs, cottoie, and other pitcegoods ; opium, 
laltpctre, and gumlack. Others, fuch as 
wheat, rice, butter, &c. can only be reckoned 
cafual branches of trade. 

. H H 4 Silk 
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Silk is chiefly prepared in the neighbour- 
hood of Cojjimhazar, The manner of col- 
lefling is as follows : at the time of the 
year when it is thought the fitteft for the 
filkworm to begin its labours, the eggs 
which were preferved from the laft feafon, 
upon a piece of white cotton, are expofed 
to the rays of the fun. As foon as the 
worms are hatched, they are put upon an- 
other white piece of cotton, with a mat 
under it, and laid under cover ; they are 
then furnifhed every day with frefti leaves 
of a fort of mulberry-tree, called here toot^ 
the fruit of which is not fit to be eaten. 
They do not fuffer the plants of this tree to 
fhoot up more than three or ^four feet, 
whereby they prevent the leaves from grow- 
ing hard, of which the confequcnce would 
be, that the filk would be coarfer, and of an 
inferior quality. 

In the mean time, a round mat is pre- 
pared, which has a flip, or border, of about 
two inches deep, ftanding upright upon it, 
encircling firft its outer edge, and then run- 
ning in a fpiral diredion, to the center, leav- 
ing an intermediate Qiace of about an inch 
and a half. 


As 
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As foon as they perceive that a worm h 
about to fpin, they take it away from the 
others, and put it upon this mat, between the 
borders, where it Ipins its ball, or cocoon, 
which is afterwards reeled ofF in warm 
water. 

The nvmphaj which come from the co- 
coons that are reeled off, are not thought fit 
for prelerving the eggs of them ; but thofe 
which they keep for that purpofe, arc fuf- 
fered, when they become moths, to cat their 
way through the balls ; and of thefe per- 
forated cocoons they make an inferior kind 
of filk, called floret. 

The materials from which their piece- 
goods are wove, is the capoky or cotton. It 
grows upon a flirub, or tree, which is cul- 
tivated ill very great abundance, in this 
country, though yet not in fufficient quan- 
tities for all the piccegoods which arc an- 
nually manufaftured here ; for much of it 
is brought hither from Surat. Some kinds 
of piecegoods, likewife, require two different 
forts of capok. 

The capok is ftretched with a wire, upon 
an arched piece of wood, like a bow, clean- 
ed from all its impurities, fpun by the wo- 
• men 
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men into yarn, and finally woven Into piece- 
goods of various denominations by the men. 

The weaving manufaftorics are difperfed 
throughout the country, and are call an- 
rungs, A diftiaft kind is wove in every 
diftri6h 

Printed cottons, commonly called chintzes, 
are not manufaftured here, but on the coall 
of Coromandel ; except near Patna, in the 
province of Bahar, whence fome of them 
come, which are called, from the name of 
the place, Patna chintzes. 

The finctT: muflins and cottons arc made 
about Dacca, whcio likcwilb the finefi: capok 
is produced. 

Opium is a vciy importaiir produftion, 
both for the inland tiadc, and that which 
is carried on by fca, to the coaft of Coroman- 
del, and Batavia, It is not, in fiibf, pro- 
duced in Bengal, but in Bahar, v hlch bor- 
ders upon the former ; but all that is ex- 
ported, comes down the Ganges, through 
Bengali More than one hundred thoulaud 
pounds weight of this diug is annually ihippcd. 
by our Company's veficls, and is conlhmcdat 
Java, the Moluccas, and pther places in the 
eaftern part of The natives of all 

' thotc 
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thofe countries are very fond of it, fmoklng 
it together with their tobacco, orchesving it 
unmixed. 

The mode in which it is colle6led is as 
follows : the l^ed is fo wn in the month of 
Odeber, in a foil which has been Ipecially 
prepared for the purpofe, not without much 
trouble. 

A fortnight or three weeks afterwards, 
f)me of the Iccds arc dug up, in order to fee 
whether they have already germinated and 
ftruck root ; if this be the cafe, they begin 
to water the fields, which are all cut through 
with furrows, conve)ing the moifture to 
every part. 

When the bulbous root of the plant bc- 
rl us to arrive at maturity, which only happens 
after the petals of the flowers have fallen, the 
planter daily examines one of the pooreft 
roots, to lee whether they are ripe enough 
for colleding the fip ; for this purpofe he 
makesufe of a little lharp knife, with w'hich, 
in the morning, he makes an incifion in the 
bulb, and if he find, in the evening, that a 
gummy lap, the opium, have exfuded from 
It, it is a fign that the roots are fufficiently 
ripe. Hereupon, men, women, and chil- ^ 
’ dren, 
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dren, for an incredible number of people 
are employed in this work, refort to the 
opium-fields, in order to open the bulbs* 
They take them in the hojlow of the hand, 
holding them fall: by tfie {talk between the 
fingers, and make the incifion, yet with 
great precaution, that the inner membrane 
be not wounded, for then the root dies in- 
ftantly. After having thus cut open the roots 
in the evening, they all return, early the 
next morning, to the field, each with a little 
pot, and gently ferape off, with a little Ihell, 
the congealed fap, which has extilled from 
the bulb, into the pot, givuig another cut in 
the root, the produce of which they again 
colledl in the evening. 

If the roots be fine and large, the incifion 
can be repeated three or four times. 

The fap, which is collefted both morning 
^i)() evening, is delivered to the proprietor 
pf the field, upon the return of the la- 
bourers j and it is then put all together into 
large tubs, where it purifier itfelf by fermen- 
tation. 

The colkflani of the opium takes place 
iu the months of January and February. 

A piece 
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A piecfe *0f land of ten food fquare is 
generally eftimated to yield five or fix pounds 
weight of opium, and affords a great profit to 
the planter. 

When the Tap has done fermenting, and 
has attained a proper degree of confiftence, 
it is made into cakes. The leaves of trees, 
which have fallen, are then colledled from 
the ground, and after being wetted, one by 
one, are (luck together, about the fize of a 
common plate: the gummy fubfiance is next 
taken up by the hands, laid upon the leaves, 
three ('T four inches thick, and covered over 
w ith the lame leaves. 

It is then carried to the faftory, where it 
is narrowly examined, allbrted, and packed 
in Square boxes, which are lined with lea- 
ther ; thefe are then embalcd in goenje *1*, 
weighed, the grofs weight marked upon 
them, and lent down from Patna to Uougly^ 
or Chtnfurah, They are weighed here 
again, without unpacking them ; and if 
they are found to weigh two or three 

♦ A rood is the fourth part of an acre. T. 

t A kind of coarfc and ftrong cloth, or canvals, liJce car- 
peting, ufed for embaling of goods. T, 


pounds 
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pounds Icfs than at Patna^ they are ap- 
proved of ; for opium always dries up, and 
becomes lighter ; but if they are heavier, 
it is a fign that they have received damage 
from water, during the paffage down, and 
they are then unpacked, and aiforted anew, 
before they are (hipped to Batavia, 

A gentleman who had refided many years 
at Patna^ and from whom I obtained the 
above particulars, told me, that the quan- 
tity of this drug colleftcd annually in Ba- 
bar^ amounted to fixtccn thouland maunds, 
which make upwards of one million of 
pounds j the largcft part of which is em- 
ployed in the inland trade, and is conveyed 
by land-carriage from InJcJhifi^ to almoft 
c\CTy partofv'^/W. 

Saltpetre is likcwifc a principal aiticle, 
which is annually cxpoitcd from Bengal^ 
and is equally produced in the province of 
Babar. It is a natural fait, thrown up out 
of the ground, and, being mixed with earth, 
it is taken in this Hate, put into large 
troughs, water poured upon it, and ftirred 
about, till the nitrous particles are difTo’ved : 
the water, thus impregnated, is drawti off, 

and 
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and being boiled in large pans, the molfturc 
evaporates, and leaves the faltpetre behind } 
which is then, without farther preparation, 
put into bags to be fhipped off*. 

In the year 1770, full two millions and 
a half pounds weight, of this article, was 
exported by the fix fliips of our Company, 
which failed from Bengal^ in that year, 
three bound to Batavuiy and three to Hol- 
la fiJ, 

(him lack is produced from a fort of 
Imall inlcrts, which arc not unlike flying ants. 
Much of it is collcdcd in the moft eaftern 
parts of Bengal^ and in the kingdom of Pegu, 
The inhabitants flick little twigs in the 
earth, upon which thefe infcdls alight in 
large quantities, and leave a vifeid juice be- 
hind tbicm, with which the whole twig is 
covered. When this is hardened by the 
fun, it becomes a refinoiis gum, and 
when diflblvcd in water, alFords a fine, 
bright, red colour ; it is ufed for dying of 
cottons, efpecially on the coaft of Coromandel, 
When it is melted over the fire, and fepa- 
rated from the remains of the twigs, fhellack 
is made of it, in fiat thin pieces, which arc 

cftccmed 
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f ft q emc d good, when they run down by 
drops, if let on fire. 

The articles which are difpofed of to ad- 
vantage in Bengal^ are all kinds of fpices, 
pcp|)er, japan copper, landalwood, and fa- 
panwood ; likewife tin, lead, pewter, and 
other European commodities. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 


Europm Nations in Bengal.— Englijh.-^ 
Events which gave R Je to their Power hete.^ 
Battle of Plajfg,— Anecdote rf Lord Ch wit..— 
^heir Revenues, — Government. — Fortunes made 
by Individuals. — Opprejfton of the Natives, — De- 
Jcription of Calcutta. — Fort William. — 
Fhcir other Fortif cations and great Strength . — 
Mtfunderjlanding hetzveen the Englijh and Dutch. 
— Mijccnducl of a Dutch Di/eitcr. — The Dutch 
FaUory. — Their Government: — DireSfor.-- Chief of 
Coss I M B A z A R . — Head-Admintjlrator . — Superin- 
tendent in the Cloth-room. — Chief of the Military. 
— Firft IVarehouJekeeper. — Fifcal, or Sheriff . — 
ComptrolUr of Equipment. — Dijpenfiery or Pur- 
veyor. — Secretary. — Council of Juftice. 


Four European nations have cftablilhed 
themfelves here, for the purpofes of com- 
merce ; namely, the Englifh, the Dutch, 
the French, and the Danes. The Eaft- In- 
dia Company of OJlend^ had formerly a fac- 
tory here, about two Dutch miles below 
our’s, on the eaftern bank of the Ganges^ 
at a place called Bankibazarf\s\xK which, 

VOL. I. 1 1 after 
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after a long fiege, having been taken by the 
Moors, in 1738, or 1739*, the Oftend Com- 
pany v/cre obliged to abandon the trade of 
Bengal 

Of the four abovementioned European 
nations, the Englifh are, at prefent, the 
principal ; being, fiacc their victories over 
the armies of the nabob, and the great 
Mogul, in a great mcaliire, territorial fovc- 
rcigns of the country : and they make ufe of 
their power, in this refpedt, to circumferibe, 
at pleafure, the trade of other nations, 

Although they eftablilhed a commercial 
intercourle with this country, at an early 
period, they made but an iufignincant figure, 
in comparifon with ins, before the years 
1755 and 1756, when their trade, after 
having been brought to the brink of deftruc- 
tion, roic, like a pheenix, out of its allies; 
and their Company have fmcc arrived at a 
pitch of power and profperity in the wcflern 
paits of India, equal to that of our’s in the 
eaftern. This great change proceeded from 
a veiy trilling circumftaacc, and one that 
feemed, on the contrary, to threaten their 
entire ruin. 

^ Tlus happened b the year 1 748. T, 

In 
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In the year 1756, the nabob of Cojjim-^ 
idzar^ or viceroy of Bengal^ defiriiig to have 
fome European goods, feat one of his 
officers, for that purpofe, to the chief lettle- 
incnt of the Engliffi at Calcutta. The go- 
vernor at that tim«*, who was a man of a 
brutal and iiifolent dilpofition, inftead of 
complying with the defire of the nabob, 
having fome real, or imaginary, motives 
for diflatisfaflioii, had the en\oy feized, 
tied to a flake, and flogged, fending him 
back to his maflcr,* without the things he 
came for 

This 

* The tranfA(flIoa upon which this mifreprefe itation is 
founded, happened in the follovriiTg manner: —Sura j ah 
Dow L AH, du: new nabob of BengaJf one or two days after 
his acceflion, in the beginning of ApriJ, 1756, wrote a letter 
to the prefident of Calcutta^ ordering him to deliver up a man 
who had taken refuge with the Engliflj from the known ty. 
rannical difpofiiion of the nabob, with his treafurcs. The 
bearer of this letter, came in a fmall boat, and landed in the 
difguife of a common pedlar. He immediately proceciJed to 
the houfe of Omichund, a native merchant, who waa ftrong- 
ly fufpciJfed of intriguing with the nabob, againft the Engliih. 
Omichuno, as the governor, Mr. Daxae, was abfenr, in- 
troduced him to Mr. Ho L watt, a member of the counc » 
who fuperi mended t hr police of the town. The governor re- 
turning the next day, fummoned a council, of which the 
majority ^ing prepoflelTed againft Ohichvnd, concluded 
1 1 Z that 
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This, as may cafily be conceived, fo much 
incenfed the nabob, that , he immediately 

that the mcfTcngcr ums an engine prepared by himfclf to alarm 
them, and reftorc his own importance; the council refolvcd 
that both the melTengcr and his letter were too fufpicious to be 
received ; and the ferrants who were ordered to bid him de- 
part, terned him out of the fat%ry, and off the (bore, with in* 
folencc and deriflon. It was not this circumftancc alone 
that induced Surajah Dowlah to attack Calcutta^ but Other 
caufes of more importance ; the determined difpofition of the 
tyrant jrom tlic beginning tA molcft the Englifli ; the machi* 
nations ot flic Ficnch at hfs court; and oOeiXibly, a letter 
wrii tn by Mr. Drake, in aiifwcr to one from the nabob, 
lignifvmg that he )jad bteii informed the Knglifti weic build- 
i g a wall, aiul digging a large diich round Calcutta^ and 
ordering him immediately to defilt, and to dollroy all the 
works which miglit luve betn ad<icd to the fonifitations ; in 
his rcplv, the govcinor, peiliaps impnideml), v\rofc, ** (liat 
“ the nabob had been milinfoimcd bv thofe vi ho h.id repre* 
fented to h m Jiat tne Englirti wcie budding a will, and 
oiggingadilch round flu* low n ; that io the late war h»*{wcen 
England and Fr''n,c, the F-'-nch h'^d attmked .nnd taken 
•< the town of contrary to the neutrality which it 

“ wasexjet^cd would have b^'cn p'reUrved in the Mogul’s 
*' domimon ; andtha: there heingat prefent gre.it appearance 
“ of another war hriwicn the two naiioui., the Enghfli appre* 
bended th.it tin Fiench would a,ff in the f.nne manner in 
•• Sntgal : to prevent which, thw were repairing their line of 
“ guui on the bank of the rivet.” It wa'> upon receipt of 
this letter, on the 1 7th ot May . Rivamahl ihat the nabob in- 
ft.mtly ordered his army to march buck to where 

the h nghfli faflors'piurrendcrcd to him rfh the 4 h of June ; an4 
on the 20th foUov\ ing, Cakutta was taken* T, 


marched 
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rtiarched with a body of troops, agaiiifl: CaU 
cutta, took and plundered the place, and put 
to death feveral of the Englifh, who had 
not been able to efcapc to their /hips. From 
this begimiiiig, proceeded the war, which 
the Engllfli afterwards waged with fo much 
fuccefs, that they penetrated even as far as 
Deh/y, the capital city of the great Mogul, 
made themfelves ma/lcrs of his per/bn, and 
rendered a great part of this powerful em- 
pire, tributary to them ; more efpccially the 
kingdoms of Baigal and Bahar^ where they 
are now abfolute fovereigns 

The moft important vidory which they 
obtained, was that of Plaffey^ which decided 
the fate of thefc regions, and in which battle 
they were forced to combat an army of fif- 
ty thoufand men, commanded by the vizier 
of the Mogul empire, Surajah Dowi.ak, 
with fcarcely five hundred Europeans, and 
a fmall number of fipahh. As there remain- 
ed no alternative for this little body of men, 

* Perhaps the only apolo^- to be offerctl for the conquefts 
of the EngHih in is that of Makmontel for the 

Spaniirds in Pent '^ feur unmeer a la coiKfuite tl eUt fallu wu 
ywe kt p€upkf n*cnt jamah ans^ (JT ^ Uj rm cm larg- 

mtar r. 

' I I 3 than 
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than to conquer or die, they fought with th^ 
intrepidity of dcfpair, and obtained a com- 
plete vidory 

General Clive, who fhould have been 
the leader of the Englilh troops in this bat- 
tle, left the command to Colonel Coote, 
and remained hid in his palankeen, during 
the combat, out of the reach of the fhot, 
and did not make his appearance before the 
enemy were put to flight. Several Englifh 
officeis, who were prefent at the battle, re- 
lated this anecdote to me f . 

Of 


* Tl»c bnt:Ic of nas fou:;iit on the 24th of jvne^ 

1757 ; the army of the nabob conlitlcil of about 50,000 foot, 
jS,oo:i horfe, and 53 pitcr*. of cannon. The numbers of the 
little body oppofed to tliis inultiludc, were 900 Europeans, of 
whom 100 were arlillcry*men, and 50 Tailors, and 2100 fepoys, 
with eight ficldpicccs, and two howitzers. T. 

f This improbable talc, which lias been told in various 
ways, owes its origin to the following circumftance, whichoc- 
curred during the cannonade preceding the rout, and is related 
by Mr. Orm, in giving a circumftantial account of this battle, 
in his hifjiory y* Military anjail'.ons in IntUJian^ vol. ii. page 
175, in thele words “ About two o’clock, the enemy ccafecf 
the cannonade, and were perceived yoking the trains of 
“ oxen to rheir artillery, and as fooo as ihcfc were in motion, 
“ their whole army turned, and proceeded towards their camp. 

But Sinfmy’* (the commander of about 40 Frenchmen), 
‘‘ with Ivs party and fieidpicces, rtill maintained his port at th^ 

• tanki 
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Of the immenfe annual revenue, which 
they draw from thefc wealthy provinces, 
they pay twenty-five lacks of rupees to the 
Mogul and nabob, and retain the remainder, 
which amounts to more than as much again, 
for themfclves A great part hereof, how- 
ever, 

tank j this was a good ftatlon to cannonade the enemy 
** from, during their rctitat} and Major Kilpatrick advanced 
with two companies ol the bafallion, and two licldjVicces, 
“ towards the tank, and fent information ol his intention, and 
** the leafoa of it, to his coa'mander, who chaticed at this 
time to be lying down in the hunting-houfe” (a feat of^he 
nabob, clofe to the field of baillc). “ Some fiy he was 
afleep ; which is not improbable, confidering his exertions 
“ during the preceding day and night ; but this is no Imputa* 
*• tion either againll his courage or conduiff. Starting up, he 
ran immediately to the detachment, rcprioiaim’ed Kilpatrick 
“ iharply for ailing without his orders; and then piocecded 
** himfclf with the detachment to the tank, which Sinfray 
abandoned, and retreated to the redoubts of the intrench- 
** ment.’^ This was followed by the moft intrepid and active 
exertions of Colonel Clive, and a moft decilive and impor- 
tant viftory, by which the whole of the enemy's camp, their 
atillery, elephants, &c. fell into the hands of the Englifti, who 
loft no more than about ao Europeans, and 5a fepoys, killed 
and wounded. T. 

* The revenues of \ and the advantages rcfulilng to 
the Company and the country from our acquifitions there, are 
topics, on which much has been wriitcn, more has been faid, 
and but very little underftood. From one and a half to 
two tnUlioos pounds fterling, is probably the neareft calcu- 
* 1 1 4 lation 
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ever, if not the whole, is abforbed by the 
expcnces of their military eftabllfliment, 
which is a very ftrong one. In the year 
1770, they had about four thoufand Euro- 
pean foldiers, and thirty-five, or forty thou- 
fand, fipahist in pay. 

Although they are, in faft, fovereigns of 
the country, and receive the revenues arifing 
from it, they are, however, wife enough not 
to fliew this openly. The Mogul retains a 
fiiadow of authority, and the land is govern- 
ed, as before, in his name, by a nabob, who 
is,* however, appointed by the Englifli, and 
dares not undertake any thing without their 
knowledge. For the purpofe of keeping him 
under their controul, one of the members of 
their government, the Iccond in the council 
of Calcutta, is always near his perfon, and 
preliJes in his council. ]Jy this means, no 
mealurcsarc adopted by the nabob, but fuch 
as are conlbnant with the views of the coun- 
cil of Calcutta, The gentleman who fills 
this important office, is called the rcfident 
at the Durbar, by which is underftood the 

litioii of the nCtt rccfiptsof the Company, which arc employ- 
ed in i*»c Cliina-tradc,aiiJ in iiivcftmenls in piecegoodj to this 
country. 


Moorifh 
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Moorifli council, and his influence and au- 
thority arc fo great, that the title of nabob, 
or viceroy, ought rather to be given to him, 
than to the nominal nabob ; for ‘the latter 
is obliged to wait upon the refident every 
morning, to Inform him of the occurrences 
of the preceding day. He is received with- 
out ceremony, and if the refident be occu- 
pied, muft wait till he have leilure to afford 
an audience. 

It may cafily be conceived, how ill this 
agrees with the pride of the orientals, who 
would not before permit the approach of any 
European, but in the moft humble and rc- 
fpcftful manner. 

The office of refident at the Durbar, is 
not only very honourable, but it is like wife 
one of the moft lucrative. Three or four 
years’ enjoyment of it, is fufficient for the 
accumulation of a princely fortune. 

In the year 1767, one of thefc refidents 
returned to Europe with a fortune of nine 
millions of gilders ; which he had obtained 
by his dexterous management of affairs, 
during the three years which he had filled 
this offict. 

When Lord.CiiVE returned to England 

for 
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for the laft time, he carried away, as it is 
laid, a crore of rupees, which is fifteen miU 
lions of gilders. 

The yoke of fcrvitude, which the Englifb 
have thus impofed upon the Moors, is not 
borne very patiently by them. On the con-*, 
trary, they would do every thing *in their 
power, to deliver thcmfelves from their ty- 
rants, if thefc were not fb firmly eftablifhed 
here. The only hope which remains for 
them, is, that if the land be wholly exhauft- 
cd, thc,Englilh will no more hold the means 
of maintaining themlelves in their polfef- 
lions# The unfortunate Bcngalefe are ftill 
worfe off i they aVe firft oppreifed by the 
Moors, and afterwards by the Englifh ; and 
yet it is their manual labour that has pur- 
chafed all the immenfc riches, which have 
been drawn, from time immemorial, both 
by ^tbeir iieighbours in Afia, and their 
vifitors from Europe, and have fucccflivcly 
fwclled the treafures of the Great Mogul, of 
their nabobs, and of the Englifh Eaft-India 
Company. They v^rk for a mere trifle, 
and live frugally upon a little rice, and fdme 
vegetables. Nothing, or very littH of the 
Ipecic that is imported, goes out of the coun- 
try 
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try again, as the materials for their manufac- 
tures are produced in the land, except fomc 
capok^ which is brought from Surat. Thefe 
.poor people, who contribute fo much to tljc 
prefperity of the country, inftead of being 
•favoured and encouraged by the Englifti^ 
are, on the contrary, continually expofed to 
the rapacious extortions of their talkmafters, 
and are oppreffed in every way, partly by 
open violence, and partly by monopolies, 
which the Englilh have made of all articles 
necelfary to lifo ; the dried cowdung even 
not excepted, which* thefe poor people ufo 
for fuel. But this is not fo much to be 
afcribed to the Englilh Company, as to their 
fervants, who leave no means untried, to 
accumulate wealth. They do not trouble 
themfelvcs about the manner of obtaining 
it, lb they do but Ipeedily amafs the riches 
they are in fearch of. Inftead of preventing 
thefe monopolies, which were, in a great 
meafurc, the caufc of the fcarcity of provi- 
fions which was felt in the fpring of 1770, 
the Englifli government at Calcutta^ fufFcr 
them to cxiil unnoticed and unremedied ; 
and it has, iu confcqucnce, not been im- 
probably 
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probably fufpcftcd, that they arc themfclve^ 
concerned in thefe iniquitous tranfaftions. 

The government of this prelidency, con- 
fifts of, a governor, who is entirely indc-* 
pendent of thofe at Madras and Bombay, and 
ten memlieis of the conned, the fccond of 
\Vham, who is the refident at the Durbar^ 
feldom affifts at their deliberations. The 
general, or chief, of the military, is the third 
in rank ; he is independent of the governor, 
and is only amenable to the council. The 
fourth member, is the fecond in the fuperin- 
tendence of the police at Calcutta ; and 
others have each equally a particular fepa- 
rate offi :e. 

The governor does not polTefs near fo 
much authority and power, as the Dutch 
governors, or direftors, exercife in their go- 
vernments. Nor is the fubordination half 
fo drift in the Englifh fettlemcnts, as in 
our’s. The fervants of the Endifli Com- 

O 

pany have likewife the advantage, that they 
are furc, in cafes of vacancy, to be promoted 
in rank, according to the number of years 
they have bceii in the fervicc. Promotions 
do not depend, as is the cafe with our Com- 
upon the favour of thp chiefs, whcrc- 
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hy, with us, it frequently happens, that dc* 
ferving men, who have ferved the Company 
for many years, with diligence and honour, 
^re paffed over without notice, for want of 
influence, and of friends. 

Calcutta^ or Coulicatta^ as it is trailed by 
the Moors, is the capital pf the Englifli in 
Bengal \ although unwalled, it may juftly 
deferve the name of a city, from its extent 
and numerous buildings*. 

It lies on the ealfern bank of the Ganges^ 
about thirteen Dutch miles below Chinjurah^ 
and nearly thirty from the mouth of the 
river at Ingelle^. 

The Ganges is here full as broad as before 
pur factory, but it is much deeper, and na- 
vigable at all times for large fea-lhips. All 
their Ihips lie before the town, anchored 
clofe to the (hore, which is very deep, owing 
to the rapid currents running in the middle 
cf the river ; and the number of vclfcls fecn 
here continually palling and repalfiiig from 
all parts of India, give Calcutta the appear- 

• In Holland, every place that is not fortified, or wall^4 
T 9 und, is called a village ; hence the ridiculous alTcrtion ib 
frequently to be met with, that the Hagut is the largeli^village 

Europe ; it is, in fact, a large and flojriflilng town \ London 
might, in the fame maojicr, be called a village. T, 


^l\Qt 
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. ancc of what it really is, a place of great 
wealth and commerce. 

The buildings of the 'place extend full 
three miles along the river, and about half* 
as much in breadth from it. There arc 
many lafgc and handfome edifices among 
them, which do not add a little to the beauty 
of the town. They would have a better 
efFeft, if they were built as regularly as at 
Batavia ; but little fymmetry or order has 
been obferved in laying out the ftreets. 

In the middle of the city, a large open 
place has been left, in which there is a great 
tank or refervoir, covering upwards of 
twenty-five acres of ground. It was dug by 
order of the government, to provide the in- 
habitants of Calcutta with water, as in the ^ * 
dry feafon the water of the Gattgei becomes 
brackifli by the influx of the tide, while 
that in the tank is, on the contrary, very 
fwcet and pleafant. The number of fprings 
which it contains, make the water in it 
always nearly af the fame level. It is railed 
round, no one may wafli, in it, but all 
arc at liberty to take as much water from 
it as they like. 

Near this tank, is a ftone monument, 

created 
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crcQed in memory of thirty Eiiglifh pri^ 
loners, both men and women, who, when 
Calcutta was taken by the nabob Surajah 
Dowlah, were (hut up in a narrow prifon, 
without atjy refrelhment, and fuffbcated for 
want of frefh air 

A little farther is the courthoufe, o\ct 
which are two haiidrome alfembly-rooms. 
In one of thele are hung up the portraits of 
the king of France, and of the late queen, 
as large as life, which were brought by the 
Etigli/h from Chnndeniagore^ when they took 
that place, in the lafl war. 

The reader need fcarccly be informed, that this mutilated 
account relates to the well-known tragic event, at the reduc» 
tion of Ciilcutta^ of the fti location of 123, out of 146 tnglilh 
prifoncis,in the black hole ptifon. The fccne of this horrid 
tranfa^.on has become proverbial among Engliftimcn fora 
place of infufferable torment, and together with the inhumao 
tyrant, Souajah Dowlah, by whofe order our counurymen 
were devoted to this cruel death, both 

■ damned to cverlafting fame, 

cannot be mentioned but with execration aiul horror. The 
monument, whic’ti was creeled by Mr. Holwell. one of the 
few furvivors, and whofe narrative of his futFcrings is in every 
body’s bands, is a bandfomc obclilk, about fifty feet high, in- 
feribed with the nances of the perfons who died in the black- 
hole, and whofe bodies were promifcuoully thrown, the next 
morning, into the ditch of the fort. 7 * , 


Clolb 
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Clofc to the courthoufe, ftands a theatre, 
where plays are fometimes performed by 
amateurs. 

Higher up, is an Armenian church, which 
is a large and noble building, provided with 
a handfome fteeple. 

There was not, when I was there, any 
Englifli church ; but preparations were mak- 
ing for building one, and the ncceffary mate- 
rials had been collected. 

On the fide of the open place, before 
mentioned, between it and the river, is the 
old fort, of which nothing remains at prefent 
but the walls. 

The new fort, which is called Fort Wil^ 
Ham, and whence all the letters and refolu- 
tions of the prclidency are dated, is fituated 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the 
city, by the fide of the Ganges, in an exten- 
five plain. It was begun to be built in the 
year. 1 757, when the Englifh had regained 
poflelfion of Calcutta, It is a regular pen- 
tagon, wnth fevcral outworks. The ram- 
parts arc built of brick, half way up, 
finiflied wdth clay, and faced with gazons. 
Both the body of the'fortrefs and the out- 
works, arc furrounded by a w^et ditch, which 

ha^ 
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has a fmall cunette, of fix or fevcn feet deep, 
in the middle. The water from the Ganges^ 
can be let into the moat, to the height 
of eight feet, by means of floodgates, 
of which there arc two to each outwork, 
conftrufted in fuch a manner, that if an 
enemy be mafters of one, they cannot pre- 
vent, both the main ditch, and thofe of the 
other outworks, from retaining their water. 

If all the works were mounted with can- 
non, there would be room for fix hundred 
pieces of artillery. 

There are bombproof barracks built 
within the fort, for ten thoufand men. 
Permiflion has likewife been given to every 
inhabitant of Calcutta, to build, if he choofe 
it, a hoiifc in the fort, provided it be equally 
bombproof ; but in the year 1770, no one 
had yet felt any inclination to avail of this 
privilege. 

All the works are guarded by mines and 
countermines. No (hip can pafs up or 
down the Ganges without being expofed to 
the fire of this fort. No enemy can ap- 
proach by land, without being difeerned at 
three or four leagues’ diftancc. 

The plan of this fortification was made by 
VOL. I. K ic an 
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m engineer, of the name of Bom, yhn, 
for fbme rca&n of difeontent, left the Englifc 
licryicc, and entered into that of our Com- 
pany. Another engineer afterwards 
fcnt out from England, to finifti it. 

Clofe to the fort, the Englift were about 
digging a dry dock, which will be the only 
one which the Europeans have in India. 

They were likewife bufy in conflrufting 
two batteries of heavy cannon, on the banks 
of the river, about two leagues below CaU 
cutta^ one on each fide. 1 was alfo told, that 
they intended to ereft one, at the confluence 
of the Old Ganges with Hougly river, in order 
to be wholly inaftcrs of the navigation of the 
Ganges, 

This nation have thus fo firmly rooted 
themfclves in Bengal,, that, treachery ex- 
cepted, they have little to fear from an 
European enemy, efpecially as they can en- 
tirely command the paflage up and down the 
river. 

If they ever lofe their power here, their 
fall will, in all probability, proceed from the 
heavy expences, which they fuftain, in keep- 
ing up ib important a military eftablifhment, 
and winch they cannot do without, in order 

to 
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to keep the natives in fubje6lion, and prevent 
infurrc6bons. By this means, however, they 
will, in time, exhauft the refources of the 
country, which appears the more likely, if we 
further take into confideration the extortions 
of their fervants. 

Since the unfortunate ilTue of our expe- 
dition to Bengal^ in 1759, the reputation of 
our countrymen has been on the decline; and 
we are obliged to be not a little dependent 
upon the Englilh, with refpeft to the piece- 
goods wanted for our cargoes, both for Ba- 
tavia, and for Holland, In the beginning of the 
government of the diredor V — , in the year 
1765, or 1766, when Lord Clive wasftillln 
Bengal^ every thing feemed to take a friendly 
alpcfl , and arrangements refpcftlng trade were 
about to be made, to mutual fatisfaftion and 
advantage. Both thefe gentlemen came Co 
an agreement, that all the aurungs, or weav- 
ing manufactories, in Bengal, fhould be num- 
bered, in order that a repartition might af- 
terwards be made of fo many aurungs to each 
nation, for the purpofe of weaving the goods 
they wanted ; and tw^o commiflaries were 
appointed, to this end, refpeCtivcly, by the 
Englifh, the Dutch, and the French, to go 
. K K 2 through 
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through the whole country, andafeertain the 
number of manufaftorics. From our fettle- 
merit, the firft warchoufekeeper, Ross, and 
a bookkeeper, were deputed for this purpofc. 

But thefe excellent arrangements were all 
broken, by the departure of Lord Clive 
from Bengal \ his lorchhip was fucceeded by 
Mr. Vr.RELST, with whom the direftor 

V fliortly afterwards fell out, and their 

dilagreement was carried to that point, that 
upon paying the cuftomary annual national 

vifit to Calcutta^ Mr. V was treated in 

a moft improper and humiliating manner ; 
whence, in the end, to great a breach arofe 
between thefe two chiefs, that the above 
arrangements were, much to our prejudice, 
entirely fet aficle. 

The Englifh had equally, on their fides, 
much rcalon to be dilcontented with Mr. 

V , as he had uled his utmoft endea- 

vours to favour the French in all things, 
notwithftanding they had no power to ren- 
der our Company any fervice, or even to 
iK'lp themlclvcs ; and the Englifh were 
much hurt at this condud:, elpecially at 

Mr, V 's felling all the japan copper, 

which the Dutch Inips brought to Bengal 

to 



[ 501 ] 

to the French, without allowing them the 
opportunity of purchafing a fingle poind, 
for a confiderable time, although they otFered 
a higher price than was obtained from the 
French. 

This was evidently, not only unfriendly, 
but wholly incompatible with the interefts 
of the Company j which appears the more 
ftrongly, if we confider that, upon the leaft 
difference with the Moors, the council at 
Hougly were obliged to have recouife to the 
mediation and protection of the government 
at Calcutta, as was the cafe, two or three 
times, while I was in Bengal, 

The Dutch began to trade in Bengal, as 
early as the commencement of the laft cen- 
tury ; they were always the firft in opu- 
lence and importance, till the Eiigidh be- 
came the rulers of the country, in the lad 
revolution ; and perhaps they would dill 
have been fo, had the well planned, but 
badly executed attempt, made, as before- 
mentioned, during the adminiftration of the 
governor general Mossel, in 1759, lucceed- 
cd to our wilhes 

Our 

* The expedition ailuded to, though formally difavowed 
by the Dutch govcTnp;ent, upon its not fucceeding, is here 
K R 3 pretty 
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Our ry I c e, is fubordinatc to the go- 
vernment at Batavia^ and receives orders 
from that place refpeding the management 
of the trade. It is from Batavia^ likevvKe, 
that all vacancies arc filled up ; the coun- 
cil of Hotigly can only appoint ad interim ; 
but the confirmation muft come from the 
metropolis of India. 

Orders and letters are, however, received 
at Chinjurab dired fiom Holland^ whither, 
likewife, advices are annually dilpatched. 

The government confift:? of a direftor, 
and feven members, five of whom have 
concluding voices, and the other two may 
only advife, but not vote. There is, befides, 
a c 1 1 i e f a t rnbazar. 

The diredor, who has, of courfe, the chief 


pretty clearly acknowledged to have been intended, for the 
purpofeof depriving the Engiilhjcf their fupenoriry in Tengal. 
They font fcvni flupi*, tince of ihirty-lix guns tl^ree of rweiiiy- 
fu, and one of iixteen, w ith aboiji i,ioo Europ an ai-d Ma ay 
troops, from BtUavia; w ho attempting to paE up the f 
to Chinfurah^ 'he feven Dutch fltips were fuught and (apTured 
by ihiee Eagiill) aniu'd Indi.ncn, and the trov)[)S weie en- 
countered, and o: ally defeated by Colonel Eofd, vntlj^oo 
men. They pretended that thefe forec.^, weie intended to 
reiiifojce thor f.tilenienrs, on the coalt ol but had 

betn obliged to put into the Qargei, T, 


authority 
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atithority over the commerce, and the pof- 
fefTions of the Company, is ftyled, the ho- 
nourable DireBor of the Company's important 
trade in the kingdoms of Bengal j Bahar^ and 
Orixa, 

He is obliged, by his inftruitions, to fub- 
mit all matters, which are of any import- 
ance, to the confideration of the council, 
and to come to a conclufion on the fiibjeft, 
by a majority of votes. But it feldorn hap- 
pens, that a rcfolution of council, is taken 
contrary to his inclination, for all the mem 
bers are dependent upon him, with refpeft 
to the profits of their offices, as is the cafe 
throughout all India, both at the out- 
fadorics, and at Batavia, to the great detri- 
ment ot the Company. 

The emoluments attached to his office, 
amount to large fums; for, befides a certain 
per centage, allowed on the fale of all goods 
which are imported *, there are numerous 

• Five per cent upon the fale of goods imported, is divided, 
two-thirds to the dire^lor, and one. third to the fecond in 
command ; and five per cent i, allowed on the piirchafe of 
opium, and divided, two-fifths to the direftor, one-fifth to the 
chief adminiArator, three-tentlis to the chief at Paina^ and 
Oi'iC-tenth to the fecond in commend there. T. 

K K 4 
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other means of accumulating money, ef, 
pecially by his having large fums at bis dif- 
pofal, and being con fcqucntly enabled to make 
an immenfc profit by the emp!o}ment of 
them ; fo that it is impoffible for any one, 
not even thofe who fill the firft offices in 
the adminiftra’tion, to know what the direc- 
tor annually gains, which muft be an im- 
menfc amount, without taking into con- 
fideration his enormous expenditure. Mr. 

V allured me, that he wanted no Icfs 

than t!iirtv-five thoufand rupees a year, for 
his houlhold expenccs ; and this is but little, 
in comparifon with fomc of his predecelfors, 
and of the Engliffi governor at Ca/Mta, who 
fpends more than one hundred thoufand ru- 
pees, by his own account, and that of fevc- 
ral of the Engliffi, who confirmed it to me. 
The dlrcdor is the only pcrfoii, in the Com- 
pany’s fervice, who is allowed to be carried 
in a palankeen fitting upon a chair ; even 
the direflor who is appointed to fucceed an- 
other, cannot do this, as long the govern- 
ment is in the hands of the other. Mili- 
tary honours are ffiewn to him at the gate 
of the fort. Six or eight ebubdars, or as many 
as he pleafes, together with other attendants, 

both 
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both peons * and other fervants, run before 
him. When he is carried, or r.djs thro ugh 
the town, the natives are obliged, at tome 
places, to play upon their inftruments of 
mufic, clarions and drums. Chuhdars are 
Moorifh fervants, who a;eemplo)eJ to carry 
meffages, and for l>afe ; they carry a long 
Half in their hand, which is entirely covered 
with filver, with which thev go before the 
palankeens of the diredor, and of the two 
members of the council next in rank ; but 
the latter are allowed no more than two 
chubJars, and their ftaves may only be half 
plated with lilver. 

The fecond perfon in the diredioa is the 
chief at Cojfim^^azar. He has thj rank of 
fenior merchant, and the management and 
controul of the fadory there, or rather at 
Calcapore^ which is not far off. The Com- 
pany’s rcfidents at the Mint, in Moorjhedahad^ 
where the filver is recoined, in the name of 
the emperor, are under him. He has a de- 
tachment of twenty-four men at his fadory. 

• PfMi arc proptt-ly foot-foUicrs, armed with a fword and 
target. Footmen, armed in the fame manner, are Ukewife 
ufed for aate. and to run before the (>aiankeeoi. T, 

The 
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The third perfon of the council, is the 
chief adminiftrator. He has equally the 
rank of fenior merchant, and is treated with 
the fame refpeft as the chief at Cojjimbazar^ 
whofe place in the council, when he is abfent, 
is fupplied by the former, as fecond in rank at 
the chief fettlement, where he always re- 
mains. Every thing regarding commerce, 
and the warehoufes, is entrufted to this of- 
ficer, fubjcd.to the fuperior controul of the 
diredtor. 

A member of the council is likewife fu- 
perintendant in the cloth-room, or walk, as 
it is called, which is the place where the 
Company’s piecegoods are received from the 
Indian merchaiis, examined, alforted, and 
di/patched. 

The aflfortment is made into four ditfer- 
ent clalics, trom beft to had, under the de- 
nominations of dueU doom^ feer^ and Jirty^ 
and the examination and attellation of them, 
is done by the council, together with the 
diredtor. 

This office is one of the moff profitable 
in the diredlion, when the Company take 
many goods. It is reckoned equal to that ot 
a merchant. 

The 
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The fupcriuteiidant has a fecond under 
him, with the rank of junior merchant, to- 
gether with »hrce others, who are book- 
keepers or afiiftants, and have the dirediou 
of the packing of the goods. He has likewife 
fcveral banvans, who poffefs more know- 
ledge than all the rclt, and by whom moft 
of the bufinefs is done, although the others, 
and the council, have the name of it. 

Their emoluments arc divided iii the fol- 
lowing manner. — One rupee or thirty divers, 
is allowed on the value of every hundred 
rupees purchafed by the Company. Of this, 
eight ftivcis are given to the head admini- 
ftrator, eleven to the fuperintendant in the 
cloth-room, fix to hi^ fecond, two and a half 
to the lirft packer, one and a half to the 
fecond, and one to the third, making, toge- 
ther, thirty divers, or one rupee. 

The captain, or chief, of the military is 
alfo a member of the council ; but he ha& 
no vote, and can only give his opinion. He 
has the rank of icnior merchant, and follows 
immediately upon the head adminidrator. 
flis income is imall, and Icarcely fufficient 
for his lubfidencc. 

1 he firll warehoufekeeper, who is at the 
• fame 
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fame time commercial bookkeeper, has the 
rank of merchant. All merchandize which 
are received into, or delivered out of, the 
warehoufes, by order of the head adminiftra- 
tor, are under his management ; as likewilc 
the books that relate to trade. 

The filcal, or IherifF, who is, at the fame 
time, mayor of the town, has the rank of 
merchant, as long as he is in that ftation, 
though he has only the pay and allowance of 
junior merchant. 

As fifcal, he mufl: take care that the Com- 
pany's dues are not defrauded by the private 
trade of their fervants, and r.s mayor, he 
determines all trifling dilj)utes which arilc 
among the natives, who live within the 
Company’s limits. He puniihes the offences 
which they commit, by flogging at a flake, 
or he impofes fines upon the offenders ; 
which laft is, in fad, what is moft fre- 
quently done, and hence his pofl becomes 
one of the chicfcfl and mofl lucrative of the 
fettlement. Many inflances were related 
to me, at CAmJurahy of extortions pradiled 
by fifcals, which almoft exceed belief. They 
make the wealthy banyans pay twenty or 
thirty thoufaiid rupees, for the llighteft fault, 
• and 
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and if they do not provide the money foon 
enough, they are tied up, and whipped, till it 
is brought. lie is called jemauidaar by the 
natives, which is as much as mayor, or com- 
mandant. 

His emoluments, as fifcal, are five per cent 
upon all goods, which are imported by pri- 
individuals, above the privileged ton- 
nage, allowed by the Company to their 
Ihips’ officers, and five percent on all goods 
exported in private trade, whether privileged 
or not 

Upon an average he can make more than 
four thoufand rupees by every (hip; and as fix 
come and go, in general, every year, 
hi'^ income, on this fcore, amounts to twenty- 
four tlioufand rupees. 

The Indians ftand, perhaps, more in aWc 
of the fiical, on account of his office, than of 
the dirccior himfclf : and when he goes 
through tlie town, mufic is equally played in 
his honour as he paffes, as well as for the 
director. 

The comptroller of equipment has alfiMi 

One-half of the contraband goovU which he feizes, ^ 
likewife the property of the fifcal, ont of which, however, he 
"Olid fijti'-fv t!ie infornicr*. T. 

Jeat 
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feat In tbe council, but, as well as the com* 
mandcr of the military, he may only deliver 
his fentiments, but has no vote. If he be a 
fhip’s captain, he has the rank of merchant. 
His office is alfo none of the worft. 

The difpenfier, or purveyor in the 
Company’s provifion-warehoufes, has the 
rank of junior merchant, and is invoice- 
keeper. 

A fecretary is added to the council, who 
IS generally, at the lame time, caffiier. The 
latter office brings him in great profits, when 
he has any fums of confideration under his 
care, which is always the cafe, if he be on 
good terms with the diredor. He places 
^his money, at an exorbitant intereft, among 
the Indians. The fecretary who was in of- 
fice when I was there, had the rank of book- 
keeper, though it is otherwife an office gene- 
rally filled by a junior merchant. 

Befides this civil council, there is a coun- 
cil of juftice, of which the head admini- 
ftrator is prefident. They pafs fentences of 
dfcth, fubjeft to the confirmation of the go- 
vernment at Batavia^ but they are not al- 
lowed by the Moorilh government to carry 
them into execution, except within the walls 

of 
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of the Company’s lodge, or on board of th?ir 
Ihips. 

Whoever has the rank of junior merchant, 
or higher, muft be fent to Batavia, with the 
papers relative to the profecution againft him, 
notwithftanding fentencc of death may have 
been pronounced upon him, by the council of 
juftice here ; as was the cafe, in the year 
1766, with Captain Van der Linden, 
commanding the fhip Kattendyk, and his firft 
lieutenant, Welgkvaren. 

The other members of the council of juf- 
ticc, are junior merchants, and there arc two 
military officers among them. Their office 
is of little importance, or advantage. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

*tbe Ccmp^tnfs Fopjfions in Bengal. — Chinsu* 
AH. —P'UiUings — Markets- — IJoufes.—Cl ureb, 
— fkuje called iVelgeleegeriy and Gardens- — The 
Company s Ledge, tr Fort Gustavus.— 
Ompany's Garden. — Church-yard. — Bafery . — 
Freemafon's Lodge. — Hougly. — FaLI&ry at 
Patna. — FaElory at Dacca. — Bernagore. — 
EJiabliJhment of the Company, 

The territorial property of the Company 
in Bengal, is confined to the »:ovvns, or vil- 
lages, of Chinfurab and Bernagore. Thefc 
were obtained by gift, or rather by purchafe, 
from the Moorilh government. 

They have, further, their lodges or fafto- 
ries at Calcapore near CoJ/imbazar, at Patna, 
and at Dacca ; and they have likewilc a 
guard of natives at Ballajore. They had 
formerly a faftory at Malda, for the filk- 
trade ; but this has been abandoned for fc- 
veral years. 

Ckirifurah, known in the records and pa- 
pers of the Company, by the name of Hougly $ 

lies 
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lies on the wcftern bank of the Ganges^ full 
forty leagues from its mouth at Ingellee^ 
and about ninety from Patna. It is partly 
built along the river, and requires full 
three quarters of an hour to walk round 
it. On the landlide, it is clofed by ftrong 
barrier-gates. Within, it is built very ir- 
regularly. It has many markets, which are 
here called bazars^ at which all kinds of 
goods, and efpecially provifions, are fold ; 
the bazar of the money-changers, which is 
a long and broad ftrcct, is the handfomeft. 

The principal houfes are built of brick, 
with terrace- roofs, in the Moorifh ftylc. 
They arc but of one ftory, and are whitened 
on the outfidc with lime, which gives them 
an elegant appearance. 

As little wood as poUible is ufed in build- 
ing, on account of the white ants, which en- 
tirely dcllroy the iniidc of the wood, in a 
very few years. Thefe infefls arc for- 
midable from the immenfity of their num- 
bers. They eat away the ends of the 
beams which arc inferted in the ma- 
ibnry, fo that they fometimes fall down, 
without Ihcwiiig any previous figns of de- 
cay ; for no marks of the depredations of 

voi.. I. L L the 
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the ants appear on the outfidc. Nothing ' 
that has hitherto been tried to counteraft 
this evil, has been found of any avail. 

Glals windows arc not known here. 
I'ramcs of twifted cane, are made ufe of in 
their ftcad. Glafs would be very uncom- 
fortable in the great beats, which prevail 
for eight or nine months in the year. 
Vyhen the winds from the north, in De- 
cember and January, blow hard, the win- 
dows and doors which open to that quar- 
ter are ihut, and thofe which look to the 
fouth ftand open. The apartments are 
roomy, airy, and provided on the i’outh fide 
with galleries, or porticos, idling upon pil- 
lars. 

The terrace-roofs, and the floors of the 
rooms, are laid with fine pulverized Hones, 
which they call zurkee ; thefe arc mixed up 
with limewater, and an inferior kind of 
molafles, and in a Ihort time grow as hard, 
and as fmooth, as if the whole was one large 
ilone. The inhabitants take the evening 
air upon their terraces, and fometimes pals 
a part of the night upon them, in company 
with their friends. 

The houfes, or rather the huts, of the 

poor 
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poor Bengalefe, arc moftly made of mud and 
ftraw, and receive their light through the 
entrance. 

Chinfurah has a handfome little church, 
with a ftcepic. The firft was built by the 
diredor Sichterman, and the laft was 
added by Mr. Vernet. There is no re- 
gular clergyman belonging to this church, 
but fervice is performed by a ziekentroojler'^^ 
who reads a fermon, on Sunday morning. 
When any children are to be baptized, the 
EnglKh clergyman from Calcutta is fent 
for, who is liberally paid for his trouble, by 
the parents. 

Mr. SiCHTKRMANT crcflcd a very hand- 
fome building, not far from the church, to 
which he gave the name of Welgcleegen 
^wcll fituated). It lies dole to the Ganges^ 
and a gallery, with a double row of pillars, 
projeds over the water, above which is an 
elegant terrace and balcony, which com- 
mands the fineft profpctl at Chmfurah ; on 
one fide the view extends as far as Chan^ 

* A Mentroffter is a perfon not in ordtrs, who officiates 
as chaplain on board of fliips, reading pra)ers, and* attending 
the fjck when at the point of death ; from this laft funaion, 
he is called or literally, a comforur of thefc . 7*. 

E i- 2 dernagorey 



dernagore, and on the other beyond BandeL 
The gardens which are adjoining to this 
building, are delightfully fliady and plea- 
fant. 

The Company’s lodge, which bears the 
name of Fort Gujlavus^ is conftrufted in a 
large open place, about five hundred, or 
five hundred and fifty, feet from the river. 
It is an oblong fquare ; the longeft fides, 
which are oppofue to north and fouth, arc 
about fix hundred and fixty feet in length ; 
the fliorteft, about the half. It was built 
in the year 1656, as appears by the date 
over the laiukate. The walls are of ftonc, 
about fifteen feet high ; but they are, at 
prefent, in fuch a ruinous condition, that 
it would be dangerous to difeharge the can- 
non which arc moiiiited upon them. With- 
in, are the Company’s warehouics, and the 
hoiilc of the diredor, which is the only 
thing worth feeing. There arc three gates, 
one by the river, one on the landfide, to the 
north, and another to the Ibuth ; this laft 
ljuds to what is called the Company’s gar- 
den, in which there is neither a bufli, nor a 
blade of grals. 

To the w elhvard of thiilodo^c, there was 

formerly 
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formerly a burylng-ground, which was 
adorned with many handfome tombs, and 
gravcftones. But thefe were all deftroyed 
under the government of the direftor Tail- 
LEFERT, except the monument of the di- 
reftor Huism an, which was transformed into 
a powder-magazine. The reft was made 
into a level plain, and the buryingplace 
was removed to another part of the town, 
where now every grave has an upright tomb- 
ftone upon it. 

A battery of onc-and-twenty pieces of 
cannon, is thrown up, by the riverfide, for 
the purpofe of firing falutes. 

Something more than a quarter of an 
hour’s walk out of Chinftirah, towards Chan- 
dernagore^ a large and handfome houfe was 
erefted, during the direftion of Mr. Ver- 
NET, as a lodge for the free-mafons, which 
was completed and inaugurated while I 
was there. This feftivity concluded in the 
evening with a magnificent firework and ball, 
at which the chief Englifh and French ladies 
and gentlemen were equally prefent. 

This building, to which the name of 
Concordia was given, coft thirty thoufand 
rupees, and the money was defrayed out of 
• L L 3 the 
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the private purfes of the members of the 
council of Hougly, On the above occafion, 
the ladies, whole hufbaiids belonged to the 
fraternity, wore the infignia of the order, 
hanging by a blue or red ribbon over the 
left fhouldcr. They are very fond of Ihevv- 
ing thcmfclves with this decoration, and the 
women, whole luilbaiids have not been ini- 
tiated, urge them very much to be lo. 

Hougly^ which lends its name to Chinfu^ 
rah^ is a Moorilh fort, a Ihort half an hour’s 
walk higher up. It is not very defeniible, and 
has little worlliy of oblcrvaiion within it, 
except the luvaL- of the faujdar^ and the 11a- 
bJc^ lor his elephant 

Tlic fadors which the Corr^pany have at 
Pattiay in ilie province of hahar^ is efta* 
Hllhcd for tliC purchale of faltpetrc, and of 
opium. The chief there, who has the rank 
of merchant, and has a junior merchant un- 
der him, is entitled to affift at the delibera- 
tions of the council of Hougly^ when he 
happens to be at Chlnjurah. This office is 
efteemed the moft lucrative, next to that ot 
the diredor. 

The faftory at Dacca^ w'as formerly of 
very little confidcration, but for thefe laft 

three 
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three years the maiiufadorles have again 
been profecuted with vigour. The negled 
of them is faid, to have been owing to the 
improper management of a diredor, who 
had his own private advantage in view, in 
iuffering them to be unnoticed by the Com- 
pany. 

Bernagore is a village wdiich belongs to 
the Company, and, as at Chinfurab^ the 
Dutch flag is hoifted, though they have no 
other of their fervants refident here, than 
an under-officer of the fifcal. It lies on the 
carter n bank of the Ganges^ ten or twelve 
leagues below Chinfurah^ The coarfeft 
forts of blue handkerchiefs are made here. 
The Company have a houfc, not far from 
the river, which ferves for the temporary 
accommodation of fuch of their fervants, as 
land here, in going up or down the river. 
Bernagore is famous on account of the great 
number of ladies of pleafure, who re fide 
there, and who pay a monthly recognition 
to the fifcal of Chinfurahy for the free excr- 
cife pf their profelfion. 

The troops which the Company main- 
tain in Bengal amount to no more than 

\ L4 
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one hundred and fifty men, commanded by 
a captain, two lieutenants, and an enfign 


* In 1 776, and 1777, the whole cftabliftimcnt of the Dutch 
in Bengal was reduced to the following: viz. fixty-four per- 
fons iji civil, and two in ecclcfiaftical, employments; feven 
furgeons and afliftants, ten belonging to the artillery, fixty- 
nine feamen and marines, and forty-eight foldiers ; being in all 
%oo Europeans. T. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Manner of Life of the Europeans. — Black PFr iters. 
•^Bahyans. — Dorn flics. — ne Indies. — Trade of 
the Company. — Duties paid to the Nabob. — Trade 
of the French. — Humiliating Conditions impojed 
upon them at the laft Peace. — StriHly infijled upon 
by the Englfl. — Inflame hereof. — Difcription of 
Chakder vagore. — Heufe and Gardens of the 
Governor.— -Faitcries up the Country. — Danifh 
Settlement at Serampore. — Eaflern Nations 
that >-ef(rt to Bengal . — Concluding RefleSlions'on 
the SfiHe of the Country and Inhabitants, 


iiiUROPRANS lead, in Bengal.^ a very eafy 
lire; the men, who are almoft allin the lervice 
of theCompanVt devote a part of the morning 
to attending upon their bufinefs, and thofe 
who poffefs any the lead fortune, keep a 
black writer in daily employment, at their 
hoiif'es, for which he receives twenty or 
twenty-five rupees per month. Thefc black 
writers are delceiidants of Portuguefe, who 
having married native women, their offspring 
have loft the colour of their fathers, and re- 
ceived that of their mothers ; but they re- 
. tain 
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tain the religion of the former They 
write a good hand, and copy Dutch very 
accurately, without underftanding a word of 
it. The Europeans arc eafed by them, of a 
great part of the little work they would 
otherwife have to perform. The Europeans 
fpend the remainder of their time, cither in 
revels, or in fleep, though fometimes the 
latter can fcarcely be procured during the 
exceffive heats. 

Befides thele black writers, moft Euro- 
peans have alfo one or two banyans, who 
note down all payments and receipts, and 
through whole hands all pecuniary matters 
go, as well in buying as in felling. They 
ferve, in this capacity, without any hxed pay, 
but they know how much more they may 
charge upon every rupee, than they have in 
reality paid, and this is called cojluinad^* 

Moorifli domeftics are kept for the 
menial Icrviccs of the houlc, and peons to 
run before the palankeens, and to carry an 
umbrella, or paralol, over the head of their 
mafter, when he goes out. 

Every houfe has likewife a porter, whole 
foie occupation is to aniwer the door ; and 

♦ They arc wtot wc call T, 

one 
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one or two fets of terras, 'or palankeen* 
bearers, together with a harrymaid, or ma^ 
tar ant, who carries out the dirt 5 and a great 
number of flaves, both male and female. 

This mode of life naturally occafions an 
enormous expenditure. The leaft in rank 
ftand in need of five or fix thoufand rupees 
annually, and even then they muft pradice 
economy. Moft people fpend twice as 
much, although their income does not 
amount to more than half of what they 
dilburfe. The dearnefs of provifions which 
are brought from Europe, contributes hereto ; 
but perhaps the grcateftcaufe may be traced in 
the exccfliveexpcnce which theladics incur, in 
the articles of drefs and appearance. Domeftic 
peace and tranquillity muft be purchafed, by 
a (hower of jewels, a wardrobe of the richeft 
clothes, and a kingly parade of plate upon 
the (Idcboard ; the hulband muft give all 
thefc, or, according to a vulgar phrafe, 
“ the houfe would be too hot to hold him,'* 
while the wife never pays the leaft attention 
to her domeftic concerns, but fufFers the 
whole to depend upon her fervants or flaves. 

The women generally rife between eight 
and nine 0 clock. The forenoon, is (pent in 

paying 
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paying vifits to their friends, or in lolling 
upon a fofa, with their arms acrofs. Din- 
ner is ready at half pad one; they go to fleep 
till half pad four or five ; they then drefs in 
form ; and the evening and part of the night 
is fpent in company, or at dancing parties, 
which are frequent, during the colder feafon. 

Both men and women generally drefs 
in the Englifh dyle. The ladies affeft, for 
coolnefs, to wear no covering on their necks, 
and leave none of the beauties of a well- 
formed bofom to be guelTed at. They are 
friendly and atfable towards ftrangers, and 
certainly do not deferve to be called either 
coy, or cruel. They are fond of parties of 
plcafurc, which are frequently made both 
upon the delightful banks, and upon the 
pleafant waves, of the Ganges. Yet thefe, 
and all other amufements, are here pecu- 
liarly expenfive. 

The commerce of the Company in this 
country was formerly very profitable ; but 
for fome years back, it has.^reatly declined, 
which is, undoubtedly, in a great meafurc, 
afcrlbable to the encrcafing influence and 
power of the Englilh, and their confequeut 
preponderance in affairs of trade ; 1 

. however, 
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however, in a great meafure, becaufe I think 
I am pretty well informed, that a want of 
fidelity in the Company’s fervants, has not a 
little contributed to leffen the profits. 

The goods which are imported from 
Batavia^ and which cannot be brought hither 
by any other nation than the Dutch, are 
fpices, and Japan copper, in bars ; this laft 
affords the greateft benefit, fince it is an 
article that cannot here be difpenfed with. 

The profits, however, upon the fale of 
thefe and other goods, do not cover one-half 
of the expcnces of the cflablilhment, which 
amount to full fix tons of "old 

The 

* About i;4,5oo/. flcrling. This feemsto be taken at ran- 
doiTi.fur tilt '(’tatement of WossEL, in 1755, makes the charges 
(f the Dll'll fetilements in Bengal^ amount to /.4.02,^oo, 
about 36,600/. In 1779, however, they were no more tliaii 
/.26^,5I7, ami tiu* profits iijon the mercliandize fold wert 
y 3^^ 139, {') that, in Head of lofing, the Company gamed 
y* 1 19,642, or nearly ( 1,000/. But they both maintained, as wc 
have before fecn, a lefs extenftve military cftablilhmcnt j and 
in foriTUT times, their direction, in Bengal, muH ha/e been 
flagrantly bad ; for we find the following fevere refleytioiis, 
in a letter written many years before from Bataiia, amorif^ the 
papers annexed to the Secret Confideratimt an the State of India^ 
by Mos^el : “ For a feries of years, a fucceffion of direiflors 
here, have been guilty of the greateft enormities, and the 
“ foulcft difhoneftv ; they have looked upon theCompans’? 

“ etfciHs 
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The lofs of anchors and cables, by the 
Company's fhips, in the Ganges^ is cal- 
culated 


“ effe^s confided to them, as a booty thrown open to their 
depredations; they have moft (hamcfully and arbltraril/ 
• falfjfied the involcc^prices ; they have violated, in the mol^ 
** difgracehil manner, all our orders and regulations, with rc- 
gard to the purchafe of goods, without paying the leaft a.* 
** tention to their oaths and duty | we will not add, that tic 
“ wliole of tlic Company’s profits upon the filver, have been 
embezzled, but they have not, for many years, btc.i 
** forthcoming.” If a reform have fince taken place, we ncc 1 
not wonder at the great difference above obferved, between 
the accounts drawn up by Mossel, and thofe of later year'. 
The profit^ upon the ptecegoods and raw filk fold in Europe, 
iic not inconfiderablc; in 1^78, were fold the value o' 
/.2, 000, 000 in piccegoods, and the value of /. 500,000 in mm 
filk, bofides two millions pounds weight of faltpctre; and fit 
teen to twenty per cent is the calculated gain, after dcdik‘lion 
of the fiiips’ charges, upon .all three articles. If all other 
branches were to fail, the opiuni'trade to Batavia would b^ 
alone fnllicicnt to render the commerce of the Dutch in 
a fource of great profit. Mossel calculated the annual gam 
upon this article at /.8co,ooo; but fince his time, the trade 
has conlidcrably llackencd, and we may lay, that the advance 
upon it, amounts now to no more than /.5, or /.6o0,000. 
About 800 boxes, containing 125/^. each, of this drug, go 
nually from Btugal to Batavia ; they Hand the Company, in* 
eluding freight, infurance, and other charges, in about /;9i 
each; and if fold, as in 1783, for/ 1383. 5.0, the advance 
the Company, upon the whole 800 boxes, will be found 10 be 
/.4 72,920, befidei the duties at Batavia^ upon the cxporfatii>‘'' 
to tlic neighbouring feitlemcnts, which make it amount, 

ibovclaid, 
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culated to amount to /30,00c:) every 
year 

The (hip that fails annually from Amjler-* 
dam^ox Bengal^ brings iron, cutlery, wool- 
lens, and other European goods, which 
have a tolerable vent. The Company, like- 
wife, gain confidcrably upon the filver in 
bullion, which is imported, and is recoined 
into rupees. 

The money which is required for the pur- 
pofes of trade every year here, is eftimated 
at forty or fifty tons of gold -j*, the largefl: 
part of which is deftined for the purchafe of 
return cargoes for Europe, and the remainder 
for Batavia, Thofe which went to Holland 
in the year 1768, amounted, per invoices, 
to /ia, 649, 5 10. 17, o, and confifted in piece- 
goods, law filk, and faltpetre for ballall. 

Two or more (hips, which go annually to 
Java, take piecegoods, opium, and faltpetre ; 
of the latter article, the largefl part is re- 


.ibovtfald, tn between /.^ and / 600,000, or about 50,000/. 
Herling. All the opium is difpfcd of to the focicty eftablifli- 
cd at Batav.a, in 1745, for this trade, of which a particular ac- 
count has been given, page 295 of this volume. T. 

* About 2.725/ fterling. T. 
t Iktwccn 350,000/. aod 450,000/, ftcrliog, T, 

(hipped 
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/hipped for Holland ; and gunpowder is ma- 
nufaftured of the remainder, at Batavia, 

Befidcs the yearly prefents, which arc 
given to the Moorifh government, to»the 
amount of about ten thoufand gilders, the 
Company pay certain duties, to the nabob, 
upon all the goods which are either carried 
up the river from Hougly, or are received 
there from above. Much mifLinderftandiiig 
arofc, in Oftober, 1769, from the non-pay- 
ment of thefe dues, which was of great pre- 
judice to the Company, and was only accom- 
modated by the interpofition of the Englifh. 

The trade of the French here, has, lince 
the laft war, been greatly on the decline. 
'Fheir fettlement and fort of Chandernagcrt\ 
were then wholly deftroyed by the Englilh. 
At the peace which followed, it was con- 
ditioned, that the fort fhoiilJ not be rebuilt, 
nor ihould they be allowed to fortify them- 
lelves in any way, nor even to hoift their 
ilag, as the other nations did, at their faflo- 
riCsS, upon a lofty enfignftafF, but only upon 
a bamboo-pole. The Englilh are very 
on thefe points, and are very careful that the 
French do not infringe thel'e conditions In 
the Icaft. It was not long ago, that they 

enforced 
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enforced their right in this refpeft, without 
any ceremony. 

Mr. Chevalier, the French governor, 
had caufed a deep ditch to be dug round 
Chandernag^'e^ with faliant angles, at inter- 
vals, and the earth thrown up inwards, fo 
that it had the ap|)carancc of a rampart, or 
intrenchment. He alleged, that this work 
was only intended to keep the place dry, 
and was undertaken with no other view 
than to drain the water from the circum- 
jacent country, and convey it into the river. 
However, when the Knglilh council of Cal- 
cutta were informed hereof, they looked 
upon it in a very different light, and they 
immediately had the work privately lurvcy- 
cd, by -one of their engineers, who himlelf 
related this circurnffancc to me, and he re- 
ported, that it appeared to be made for very 
different purpoles, than thole that were pre- 
tended. Upon this, they lent word to the 
French governor, that lie muff ffop the pro- 
fecution of the work, and deffioy as much of 
it, as had already been flniihed ; for, if his 
Ible purpofc were that of draining off the 
water, it was unneceffary to dig fo deep ; 
that his ditch was deeper than the low water 
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mark of the Ganges ; that the faliant angles 
were needlefs ; that the earth ought not to 
have been thrown up inwards, like an in- 
trenchment ; and, finally, that if he did not 
choole to do it himfclf, they would be obliged 
to have the ditch filled up again, by their 
own workmen. A few days afterwards, 
they jnit this threat in execution, and fent 
the engineer, and eight hundred fipahts^ or 
Moorilh foldiers, to Chandernagorey who filled 
up the ditch, and reftored the whole to its 
former level and defencelefs condition. 

However painful this was to the feelings 
of Mr. Chevalier, he was compelled to 
fubmit to it, being without any means of 
refilling the will of thefc haughty opprelTors. 
The Frencli arc only allowed a certain fmall 
number of cannon, foi laluting ; if they were 
to ct)ntravcne this regulation, their fuper- 
numerary artillery would foon be taken away 
by the Englilh. 

Chirnderna^ore is fituated on the weftern 
bank of the iuingeSy ibmcthiiig lels than an 
hour’s walk beiow Chirjurohy in north 
latitude 2;® 51', and in time 5*^ 44' 
call of the meridian of PartSy accord- 
ing to the Comioijdnce desT'emps, It is built, 

about 
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about a mile in length, along the Ganges, in 
a ftraight line, with two parallel) and feveral 
crofs, ftrcets behind It, w'hich have fome good 
buildings. The ruins of the fort, demolidied 
by the Englifh, are at the north end of the 
place, and fufficlently demonftrate its former 
ftrength. It could not, however, withftand 
the heavy fire of the Englifh fliips of w'ar, 
which battered it, and reduced it in a fhort 
time to a heap ot ruins 

The prefent governor has built a hand- 
fome houfe, and laid out an elegant garden, 
about four miles below Chandernagore, 
where there is a moll: charming prol'pcdl 
along the Ganges* 

They have, likewife, leveral faflories up 
thcv^uintry; ^lX. Co /Jim bazar, Dacca, Malda, 
Patna, and other places ; yet their trade is 
very inconfidcrable in comparhon with our’s, 
or that of the Engiilh. Their Ihips come 
up the river, as far as Cbandernagort, where 
there is a luffie cut depth of water for them. 

The Danilh Company have their fcttle- 
ment at Sernmpore^ halfway between Cal- 
cutta and Chinfurah, Icing on the wcllcrn 

♦ It is 3I r.on neediffs to add, that both Chandernagwt and 
ChinJuTob, arc now ui the hands of the Engiiftv, T. 

M M 2 
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fide of the Ganges, This place is of little 
confideration. It confifts of a few houfes of 
Europeans, and a frnall Bengalefe village. 
The trade of the Danes is more circum- 
feribed than that of any other nation. They 
receive only one or two (hips every year from 
Europe, and they have no country-trade 

whatever. While I was in Bengal y their 
direftor, or governor, left their fadtory, 

taking with him, as was faid, three lacks of 

rupees, or four hundred and fifty thoufand 
gilders, with which he went to the Englifli, 
in order to take his paffage to England. 

In the laft place, fcveral of the eaftern 
nations, Perfians, Armenians, and others, 
refort to Bengal, allured by the advantageous 
trade, which they are enabled to purfue 
there. 

In the land is, in very many re- 

fpefts, excellently calculated for an exten- 
fivc commerce. If we call to mind the cir- 
cumftanccs of former times, what treafures 
have not the goods brought to Europe, pro- 
duced to the Icvcral Companies ! and what 
advantages may not flill be drawn from a 
country, excelling moft others in fertility, 
and where fo many articles ncccffary, and 
^ even 
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even Indlfpenfablc in others, are produced, 
or received from the neighbouring and 
otherwife inacceflible regions ! 

But let us attentively confidcr all the fons 
of men, all the nations of the globe, and we 
{hall fpeedily perceive, that nothing is more 
inimical to the aftivity of genius, to the exer- 
tions of courage, nay even to the preierva- 
tion of corporeal health, and the cncreafc of 
population, than injuftice, injury, and extor- 
tion, the infeparablc and dilallrous confe- 
quences of violence and t}ranny ! What 
can cart a greater damp upon both induftry 
and emulation, than the arbitrary meafures 
of a defpotic government ! How much more 
Ingenious, how much more diligent, how 
much more happy, would this people be, if, 
inftead of being opprclfcd and kept under, 
they were encouraged and fupported, and 
opportunities afforded them of improving 
themfelves, both in their very excelleht ma- 
nufactures, and in the tillage of their happy 
foil ! Is it an incitement to them to be ac- 
tive and indiiftrious, that they are forced to 
labour their whole lives, for an inconfider- 
ablc reward ; a trifle, that fcarcely luffices 
to procure the ncceffaiy food for themlclves 
MM3 
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and their families? Is it an additional fpiir 
lo induft.y, that they are treated with con- 
tempt and derifion, and that they are expofed 
to pciional abule and injury? 

Beiides, to wiiat do the advantages in reality 
amount, vvhicli arc dcri\ed from the labour 
and Ivvcat of thole wretclied Indians ? They 
are little better than ideal. The laige pro- 
fits which are received, as it were, with one 
hand, and paid away with the other, are gra- 
dually dlminilhed, and become, from day to 
day, lefs perceptible in the coifeis of the 
Companies, 
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BOOK. iV. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE. 

CHAPTER I. 

Cape of Good — S' nd’^iU Piinf. — Table 
Bay . — Ro H B L N Ijla .d ~-T.>e / able ! alley. — Lion's 
M.u tauu — Table- Mountain. — V/i.dbergy or 
Vevtl's Meuntain, — ITeatba. — Sf^ii d/s. — Senfons, 
— 0th r Mountains near : he Cape. — Soil. — Rivers, 
— Produviicns. ' — IV heat. — IP ines. — Vin<.ya) ds 

o( CoNSTANTiA . — 1 ruits. 

TT HE Cape of Good Hope Is properly the 
wefteru point of Faijt^ Bay ; its fouth lati- 
tude is 34® 25', and longitude caft from 
Teneriffe 35®. It ib not the moft fuutheru 
point of Africa ; for Cape Anguillas^vehxoh is 
fome leagues to the eaftward of it, lies in 
34® 50' iouth latitude. 

About feven leagues to the northward of 
the weft point of Falfe Bay, is the Leeuwen- 
M M 4 terg^ 
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herg, or Lhrii Mountain. From the northern 
part of it, or what is called the Leeuwejlaarty 
or LioyiS'tdil^ extends a low fandy point, 
which is called the Duintjes, or Sandhill 
Point, and which forms the weftern extre- 
mity of 7i//^A’-Bay. This is a large bay, 
where fhips lie flieltered from all winds, ex- 
cept from N.w. to w.N.w. and w^hen the 
weather is ftormy, from thofc quarters, a 
heavy fea rolls in, by which the Company 
loll feven homeward-bound fhips, in the)ear 

Before the bay, lies a fmall and low ifland, 
of fomething more than three quarters (>f a 
league in circumference, called Rohben, or 
Bland. It is a barren and rocky IjDOt, 
interlperfcd with pvitches of Tandy ground. 
It Terves as a place of exile, or confinement, 
for criminals Tent hither, either from the 
Indies, or the Cape. ThcTe are obliged to 
labour, Tor ieveral hours every day, in the 
Tervice of the Company, chiefly in hewing 
and traidporting of lime-flone, which is af- 
terwards carried by imall veflels to the Cape, 
and is ufed in the conftruclion of houTes, and 
other works ; they are allowed the necelTary 
provifions by the Company. 


A ferjeant, 
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A ferjeant,who has the title of port-keeper, 
with four-aiid- tu enty men, keep guard over 
thefe malefaA^rs, who were, in the year 
1771, when 1 lay at anchor there, upwards 
of fevcnty in number. No woman is al- 
lowed to relidc on the ifland, not even the 
wife of the port-keeper. The lart has his 
abode on the cart fide of the illand, where 
there are Ibme houfes crefled for the pri- 
foners. 

Many reefs projeft out from the ifland 
on all Tides ; and a quarter of a league to 
the loutliward, there is a large rock, juft 
upon a level with the water, which is call- 
ed the WaLvijcl\ ur Wha!i\ and upon which 
there are breakers upon the leaft fwell of the 
fea. 1 lie road of the ifland is on the eaft 
fide, in nine fathoms water. 

TaHe-Bay is formed by three hif^h moun- 
tains, the mort wertern of which is the 
Lions' s M untain ; Table- Mountain is in the 
middle, and the Windherg^or Devih Moun- 
tain, the earti^rnmort. They lie in a fcmicir- 
cular form, and the valley between them, in 
which are I'ltuatcd Capetown and cajtle, is 
called the Table-valley, . 

U>i 7 is Mountain has been fo called, be- 

caUiC, 
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caiife, from a certain point of view, It 
bears in jfhapc, a real, or fancied, refem* 
blance to a lion couching. It is therefore 
diftinguifhed into what is called the Lions- 
beady and the Lion tally or rump. The 
Lion’s- head is a bare rock, from the top 
to the bottom ; the tail is likewife rocky, 
but it is covered with a flight flratum of 
earth, which produces an inferior kind of 
grabs ; and every one is at liberty to let their 
cattle feed upon it. 

The x\bbe de laCaille found that the 
altitude of the Lion s-heady above the liirface 
of the fea, was 2,151, and tl:at of the rump, 
1,140 Rhineland feet. 

The Company have crefted an enfen- 
flaff, upon both thefe fummlts, upon which 
fignal-flags arc hoided, as l()on as any fliips 
are perceived at fea. Thcfc fgnals arc 
changed every month ; advices thereof are 
fcntlwoyears beforehand to Holland, and 
to the lettlements in India, and fealed let- 
ters, containing the detail of them, are j^iven 
to the commar.dcrs of \dlds, who arc to 

^ This is !'kcv\irc c;UIcJ llic Sugarlonf, by Engliih nsvi* 
gators. T. 
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touch at the Cape, which arc opened when 
they come in fi-ht of the mountain, in order 
to be lure that tlic jdace is in the ivand. of 
their own countrymen, and, it the iignals 
agree, that they mav proceed with confi- 
dence to the anclioragc in ihc bay. 

Oil" or two men are confiaiulv Rationed 
on the L' and as loon ab riiev per-^ 
ceive any (hip at lea, they liOill liic fiag, 
and fire one or more times, ac oiding to 
the number ('f \cfie!s that appea:, a Imall 
piece of canm'n, which has been got u|i to 
t!iis place, with great dillieulty, and the re- 
port of wliiLh is llie more cafilv heard at 
Ciipctr^i'U, from the reverberation, which it 
makis i_,auiil llu- llccp lidcb of the lable- 
Moui, .-II. 

Th 7<'/Z’/WMountain is fo called, becaufe, 
being lecn from bel.ov, it prelents a flat lur- 
face at tlic fop, like a table. It is the larg- 
eft, .md hijiuft, ofthe liilL at the Cape. On 
the math fide, full hall of the height is a 
bare rock, pcrtectly perpendicular. On the 
louth, it is Icls llccp, but in the intero’e- 
diatc Ipaces, it equally very precipitous. 
The perpendicular height of the eaft fide of 
the Table, above tlie lurfacc of the fea, is 

3.416; 
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5,416 ; on the weft fide 3,470 ; the length 
of the Table, 8,638 ; the diftance of the 
weftcrn brow, from the Liori s-heady 9,136; 
and of the eafterii brow, from the fummit 
of the IVind^ or Devil's^ Mountain, 4,436 
Rhineland feet, according to meafurement 
of the beforementioned Abbe de la Ca- 
ILLE. He likewife found that the mercury, 
in the barometer, ftood inches lower 
on the eaft fide, and 3rV-V inches on the 
weft fide, than at the furface of the fea. 

The IVindberg^ likewife called the De- 
vH's Mountain,* is the eaftern boundary of 
TjWi^-vallcy • its height is eftimated at 
3,215 feet. It confifts of an entire rock, 
covered in fomc few places with a little 
earth, which nouriflies fomc fmall bulhes. 
This mountain is thoiio:ht to be more diffi- 
cult of afeent than the Mountain. 

Thefe three mountains are partly united, 
about one quarter of the way up, to each 
other ; but are feparated by wide chafms, at 
the fummits. The Mountain appears, 
by reafon of its great height and fteepnefs, to 

* And fometimes CharUs\ Mountain, by the Englifh. 

hang 
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hang over the town, though it is the fartheft 
diftant. 

The near neighbourhood of thefe ele- 
vated mountains, and cfpecially of the two 
laft, produces no little inconvenience to the 
inhabitants of the Cape^ in the foutheaft, 
or good, monfoon, by the heavy fqualls, 
which pour over them. Several hours be- 
fore they begin to blow, a linall cloud ap- 
pears at the toj) of the Table, which is 
followed by others, and alTembling toge- 
ther, they gradually cover the whole of the 
fummit, and defeend down its fidcs, Ibme- 
time.s tarthcr than half way, i'o that the 
rnountaiii appears encircled by an impene- 
trable niift, while the clouds roll inajcftically 
dowii the Tides of the chaliii, between the 
wcA nde ot the lUi/t: Mountain, and the 
Lion s-fjcaJ, 

Then follow the moA violent guAs of 
wind, which fomciimcs laA for four dajs, 
and longer. During them, it is even dif- 
ficult to walk the Arects- Large-fizcd 
pebbles are taken up by the torrent of air, 
and cariicd out into the road, as far as the 
fhips. Thefe can fcarccly remain at an- 
choj ; it often happens tiiat they part their 

cables, 
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cables, though they have no fwell of the 
fea to withftaiid, but only the violence of 
the wind. 

On coming from fea, when the foutheaft 
wind blows hard, the greateft danger is run 
of lofing fails, or marts, if one pcrfifts in 
attempting to reach the rcmd ; hence, in fuch 
calcs, mort fhips run under Rohben Ifland, 
and cart anchor there. 

Although the fcafon when this wind pre- 
vails, is called the good monfoon fgoedc 
moujj'on)^ it is ncverthclefs much better wea- 
ther, during the months from May to Sep- 
tember, which arc, on the contrary, called 
the bad monfoon f kwaadc moujfon J, on ac- 
coiint of the violent iiortlnvert winds which 
then fometimes blow, and make the road 
of I'ahkAlwy uniafe. For this rcafon, the 
Corr'.pany’s fliips arc not allowed to enter 
it, from the middle of May, to the middle 
ol' Aii^'urt, but mu ft run into F:///e-Bay, 
where they lie fl-cltercd iVoni all winds. 

The other lulls, which arc in vicvv of the 
C are, in the hrll place, th dc of Hot* 
iCKt:t U‘!!iU;d^ which lie at a great diftance 
to the er.flward, and arc laid to be lull 
twice as lo^fi as the Ti/^/t’-Moiintain. They 

ai6 
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are a chain (5f mountains, ftretching to the 
northward, and ending to the fouth, at the 
call point of F/r^-Bay. The others are 
the Blawwenberg, or Blue Mountain, the 
Koeberg, or Caw-Mountain, and the ‘tiger- 
mountains, whicli are not far from the Cape. 

The foil is very good at the foot of the 
mountains, but in the large vallics, it is bar- 
ren and faiidy, and prtxluccs little or nothing, 
for want of \\ atcr. Hence moB of the farms 
arc laid out upon the tides of the hills, where 
they arc watered by the little rivulets tvliich 
delceiid from the fummits. The foil is much 
impregnated with laline particles, in the 
ncighbouihood of the Cupc, wliich is very bad 
loi tbi.’ VMiiC'i; It was foi this realon, when in 
the !■ ' inning of the pivk nt ecnlury, ( iover- 
lior \ -IN Drk Stki, planted the vineyards 
ot ^onjlant:(i, v. hence, a-* iiwcll known, the 
moil deliciiv.is '.vines are aniuiallv brought to 
Kia-opc, that iu bad a lialket of earth taken 
up, .t the dil'tanee or e\ery h'.indrcd roods, 
tor a conndcrable tract of country round the 
Cape, and mixed with water, in order to 
make experiments of which lliil was the Icaft 
brackilh. This was found to be at the fpot, 
where the famous vineyards of Conjlantia 

have 
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have been planted. An oM man, whofc fa- 
ther had been employed in the eftabliflimcnt 
of them, related the above to me. 

Many rivers, it is faid, are met with up 
the country, but none of them are naviga- 
ble; hence all goods are conveyed, from one 
place to another, by carriages. The largeft 
river, in the neighbourhood of the Cape^ is 
called the Zoutt\ or Salt river, on account 
of its briny tafte. It is fordable every where, 
even clofe to its mouth. 

Every necelTary of life is produced in 
abundance, in the country round thiscolony. 

Very excellent wheat is grown in great 
plenty ; fo that, bclidcs the annual exporta- 
tion to Batavia^ other nations, the Englifh, 
and efpccially the French, takclarge quantities, 
both of flour and of baked bread, for their 
Indian pofl'cliions The coi n is brought to 

the 


♦ From 1400 to 1600 tons of wheat ufed yearly to be ex- 
ported from the fur the tonlum|)tion of Batavia and 
Ojlon ; bcfide'. large quantities of peal'e, bean';, butter, ani 
wines : and, on tlie othtr hand, Batavia furniihcc', by a yearly 
Hup to the Catty a quantity ot rice, arrack, lug j, and pre- 
pared limber, in the year .1 ;;i, die French c..uiradcd at 'he 
tor the ulc of their culoi.ies at Mau*uius and 
for 400,000 ibs, of duuf, 400,000 lbs, ut biJeuit, 500,000 

of 
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the town, from the interior parts of the 
country, by carts, drawn by oxen, each car- 
rying a load of full one thouland pounds 
weight, \v1iich, when I was laft there, was 
fold for fifteen rixdollars, or thirty-fix gil- 
ders 

The wincprelfes yield much wine of va- 
rious forts, which are all, rnore or lels, agree- 
able, and in requeft. 

Next to the genuine conftantia, the wines 
called mufcadcl, and wine, are efteem- 
cd the beft. There is a fort which in taftc 
rcfembles rnadeira, but which is neither fo 
ftrong, nor fo racy. The commoneft wines 
arc told at the C(ipt\ for thirty-five, and forty 
rixdollars the Icagcr ; the mufcadcl fetches 
fixty and feventy rixdollars, and the conftan- 
tia-winc from fixty to feventy-live rixdollars 
the awm • 

TV\c UVY vutwUoucA \\as ws ?Yovt\ 

of fait beef, and 1,200 Icagers of wine. Since the Cape fell 
into the hands of the Eiighfti, in September, 1795, many car- 
goo of wheat have been brought thence, to this country. T, 

* See the further correaed (latcmcnts of Mr. Stavori- 
Nus on tlub head, in the 10th chapter of the fecond book, of 
the 3d voloir.c. 

f A leager is nearly four awms, and an awm contains about 
for.) Engl.Jh gallons. 

^ N N vineyards 
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vineyards^of Conjlantia ; this delicious wine 
cannot be produced any where elle. They lie 
behind the 7^?^/^’-Moiintain, towards Falfe^ 
Bay, and do not cover much more than forty 
acres of ground. The wine is prelfed from 
the miifcadel-grape, which is let hang till 
quite ripe, the found grapes are then culled 
out from the rotten ones,;ind aie alone prefl- 
cd. The vintage is made in the month ot 
Mai'ch. 

All kinds of fruit are llkevvife to be met 
with here, as well fuch as arc indigenous of 
the climate, as fuch as are natives of Europe; 
currant?, however, excepted, of which Haw 
none. Beaches and apricots are produced in 
abundance, hut tlxn did not fl*cm to me to 
podl'ls lo line a flax our as thofc of our own 
growth, 

O 
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CHAPTER II. 

the Hottentots— their A'p^arnnce.— Dfiripf'm of 
Cnpc'oivn — the II ufes. — R — Church, 
tcwu? ll — Hofp’tiil. — Its ill Conftrunion . — 
Bad Irca^mcnt (f the Suk —Public Library,^ 

Cajllcr—bhrtificati^ls,— Company s ' '(lyden.—^fe• 

nagyy. — Aviary* — Other GarJ.ns bdono^inp^ to the 
CofUj ary. 

The native inhabitants of the country arc 
the I lottcntots ; but they arc, at prclcnt, for the 
inoll: part, removed to a great diftance from 
the Cape* They dwell together in villages, 
called kraals., and are under a chief, whom 
they elc<.i themfehes, and who has the title 
of captain. The governor of the Cape con- 
firms his nomination, and prefents him, as a 
tok.cn of his dignity, with a cane, upon 
which there is a Lirge brafs head, with the 
ufual mark of the Coinj)any engraved upon 
it. They arc vciy proud of this mark of 
diftindlon, and fo tenacious of it, that they 
will lole their lives in defence of it. 

The Hottentot^) often hire themlelves, for 
N N 2 very 
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very trifling wages, as herdfmen to the 
farmers, or for other work. The few 
whom I faw of this nation, were of a mo- 
derate ftature, not corpulent, but of a 
coarfe make, and a dark brown colour. 
They have large eyes, a flat nofe, and thick 
lips. They have thick and black curling 
hair upon their heads, like the negroes, up- 
on which they fmear all kinds of greafy 
dirt, and make it one clotted lump of filth. 
Their teeth are fmall, and as white as fnow. 
They have no other drefs, than a raw 
(liecplkln, which is thrown over the (boul- 
ders j in the warm fcafon they wear the 
woolly fide outwards, and turn it infidc 
when the cold months come on. The parts 
which moft nations agree to conceal, arc 
worn by the men in a cylindrical cafe, which 
is tied round the waift. The women, who 
are fomew hat Icfs coarlcJy made, but ft ill 
extremely unkncly,^ wear a fmall fcjuarc 
piece of cloth, for the fame purpofe. 

The town of the Cape Wes at the foot of 
tlu Lions-iait^ and of Mountain. It is 
oblong in (hape, and it is interleded by fe- 
vcial fticets, crofting each other at right 
angles, though they in fadt do not deferve 

that 
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that name, being all unpaved, and not at all 
level, the natural uncvennefs of the ground 
haviiKr been left unaltered. When I was 

O 

the laft time at the Cape, however, 1 was 
told, that they were going to be duly paved, 
and levelled. They are very broad, and af- 
ford fufiicicnt room for two carts, with iix- 
teen or twenty oxe^i yoked to them, to give 
way to each other, with great cafe. 

As I guefs, there are, at prefent, full five 
hundred houlcs, but they arc almoft all of 
but a fingle ftory, and thatched with draw, 
or reed, inftcad of being tiled, becaufe of the 
violent and fudden gufls of wind, to which 
they are continually expofed. They arc, 
for the mod part, whitened on the outfides, 
with liiiH , which is burnt herefrom dones 
fetched from Saldanha-]iz)\ Within, they 
have a fpacious hall, with roomy apart- 
ments on each fide, behind which there is a 
large chamber, to which they give the name 
of the gallery. 

The little river, which gufties down from 
the T-c^i/df-Mountain, runs through a large# 
plain, to the fouth of the town, in a canal, 
lined and faced with brick, which is adorned, 
on each fide, with fome of the handfomeft 
N N 3 buildings 
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buildings of the country, and a row of fhady 
trees ; it is called the Heerm-gragt^ or Gen- 
tkman s-canal. 

Upon this plain, there are two fountains, 
which play conftantly, though they may be 
fto])ped b}' large brafs cocks; the inhabitants, 
and the ihips, arc fupplicd with water from 
them. 

The church ftands upon the Heeren-gragt^ 
and has four fronts, each embellilhed with 
a portico. It is of an oftagon form within. 
The roof is fupported by pillars, againft 
which the pews of the governor, and other 
iervants of the Company, are placed, ac- 
cording to tlicir rank. It has a pretty good 
organ. The little fpirc which arofc from 
it, was heightened, when I was laft at the 
C(}pe. 

The townhal), which makes a tolerably 
handfomc appearance on the outfide, ftands 
upon a large open place, oppofite to the 
town. 

The Compan\'s holpital is fituatcd ob- 
liquely oppolitc to the cliurcii. It is built 
in the foiin of a croG, and being inclofcd 
amidft other buildings, it is without a moll 
aecelTarv advauugc ror inch an inftitution, 

namely, 
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namely, a free circulation of air. It has be- 
fides a very low roof, and is much too fmall 
for the numerous Tick, brought to the Cape 
by the Company’s fhips. At its firft efta- 
bliflimcut, it was only made for the accom- 
modation of five or fix hundred patients : 
whereas it is now fometimes crouded with 
more than a thoufand. This caufes a con- 
tinued and difagrccablc fmcll in the build- 
ing, by which it docs not unfrcqucntly hap- 
pen, that together with the fick which arc 
returned on board of ihips from the hofpital, 
a contagious difeafe is conveyed to the 
cicw, which carries off a great number. 
The provifions which are given to the pa- 
tients arc very go</d ; but the iiccelfary at- 
tendant is wholly wanting, as well as Ikil- 
ful practitioners. If any thing of the Com- 
pany’s affairs ever required a reform, it is 
the hofpital at the Cape^ not only with re- 
gard to the ediiicc Itfcli, but likcwlfe, and 
’chiefly, with refped to the condudt of it. 
The wretched iailors, du not only run the 
danger of loling their live: , or ruining their 
coiiffitufions, in this a'oode of ftench and 
lillh, but t’neir wages arc likewife withheld 
during the time they remain in the hofpital, 
N 4 and 
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and the money goes to the inftitution, be- 
caufe, forfooth, they do no fervice while 
they are fick, and are neverthelels provided 
with vidliials and drink 

Not far fjom the church, ftands a build- 
ing, which is embellilhed with the proud 
title of Bibliotheca Publica, Very few good 
works are to be met with, among the few 
books it does contain ; being in this refpedt 
perfectly fimilar to that at Batavia, which 
is equally decorated with the fame high- 
founding title. It is the fexton of the 
church who is Bibliothccarius, 

The caftlc of the Cape, is a regular pen- 
tagon ; it ftands fouthcaft from the town, 
about 800 feet, and about 330 from the 
fcadiore. On this fide it is covered by a 
large outwork, and by a ravelin at the gate 
which leads to the town. The baftions and 
curtains arc built of hard rock-ftone, and are 
about fourteen or fifteen feet high. With- 
in, it has roomy dwelling-houfes for the go- 
vernor, and other of the Company’s fer- 


* In November, 1 772»thc* foundation was laid, by Governor 
Van Pi et j FNflEUo, of n new ‘horpital, on a larger fcalr, 
ami in a more convenient fituation, at the eaft end of thr 
(own, between - Mountain ami the citadel. T. 
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vants. They, however, do not make ufe of 
them, but live in the town, the militarycom- 
mander excepted, who is obliged to refide in 
the fort. A large fpace is left between the 
buildings. One particular deferves notice, 
namelvjthc dangerous fituationof thepowder- 
rrlagazine, which is built againft the fur- 
nace, or kitchen, of the governor, though it 
is Icparatcd from it by a thick wall of ma- 
fonrv. 

Southeafl from the caftlc, along the bcacli, 
a line is drawn, at the end of which there is 
a fmall fort, which was not finifhed, when 
I was there, and upon which twenty-fix 
pieces of camion could be mounted. At 
the other fide of the town, near Sandhill^ 
Point, I here is like wife a large battery, to 
which the name of the water-fort has been 
given. 

All thefe fortifications ferve for the de- 
fence of the road, and to prevent a landing 
here; but no one, who has any experience in 
war, would attempt it at this place. 

Behind the town, on the acclivity of 
7j^/f-Mountain, is the Company’s garden, 
an oblong-lquare piece of ground, of about 
fixty ficres, Its breadth is fcarcely one- 

fixth 
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fixth part of the length. The ground rifes 
gradually to the end of the garden, though 
the albent is fcarccly perceptible in walking. 

The foil is clayey and ftony, yet it is con- 
tinually ameliorated by manure, and frefti 
and good earth. Lengthwife, the garden 
has five walks, which lead in ftraight lines 
upwards. The middle one is the broadeft, 
and is planted with oak-trees, which, though 
they arc not very large, afford a very agree- 
able lhade by their thick foliage, uniting 
overhead. The other walks arc equally 
planted with oak-trccs, but they are cut like 
hedges. Thcle are intcrfe61cd by eleven crofs 
walks, which arc planted with bay * and 
myrtlc-trecs. 

]5y this means, tlic garden is divided into 
forty-four fquarcs, in which many lorts of 
fruit- ti CCS, and all kinds of vegetables, arc 
grown j kr\ing chiefly to aftbrd refreih- 
ments to the crews of the (hips, that touch 
here. 

The whole is watered by the little rivulet, 
which runs down from the Ti/i/c'-Mountain. 
It is condufled, out of the canal mentioned 

* hruj rthtia 
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before, to the garden, and then through 
numerous little channels to every bed. 

At the caft fide of the garden, about the 
middle, there is a handfome fummerhoufe, 
for the recreation of the governor. There 
is alfo a menagery, which is furrounded by 
high walls, except on tlic fide of the garden, 
where an iron railing admits the view of the 
animals that are confined in it. Thele are, 
harts elks zebras j, oftriches, caflfo- 
warics, and many others. Ry the fide of the 
menagery is an aviary, which contains moft 
of the birds, to be met with in the country, 
which can be kept. 

The garden is open, for the recreation of 
the public, till an hour after fiinfct, when the 
gate doled. It u fed formerly to be open 
till l.iie at niglu, bait much abiilc bcingr made 
hereof, it was prohibited. 

Xoonc may gather any fruits, or damage 
any ot the production.^, upon very heavy 
penalties. A number of attendants and 
iiavcsarc continually at hand, to keep watch 
that no harm be dour. 

djrcas. f Capra arjx. * Epus 
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Before the garden is the gardener’s lodge, 
and next to it a building, in which the Com- 
pany’s flaves are locked up at night. 

Bcfides this the Company, have two other 
gardens, on the acclivity of the .Dm/’s Moun- 
tain, one of which is called New/anJ, and the 
other het Ronde Bofeh^ (the round grove) ; 
both of them are adorned with fhacly walks, 
and planted with a great number of fruit- 
trees. 

In the firft, I faw a ftanding apricot-tree, 
which was fo large, and had fpread its 
branches I'o wide, that more than twenty 
men could be flieltcrcd under them, and it 
produced very good fruit, at the fame time. 
The governor, and the next in command, 
live here, from time to time ; and very good 
dwcllinghoufcs have been created for them. 
It is a great pity that thefe pleafant countjy- 
leats, are fo fubjeft to the violent attacks of 
the furious foutheaft winds which conti- 
nually fwcep down from the mountain. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER III. 


Animals, — Hcrfs. — Oxen, — Cows, — Sheep. — IVild 
A mals, — Z:hras — Oftriches. — Sea-cows , — 
C: me. — Fijh, — Injeols, 


TP HE horfes which arc met with here, are 
fnialler than in Europe, but they are inde- 
fatigable in running. Some of them arc 
ealy faddle-horfes, but many are very reftivc 
and uncafy. 

Oxen are made ufe of, both for the pur- 
pofes of hufbandry, and to draw loaded wag- 
gons; from fix to twenty of them, arc yoked, 
two and two, and arc commonly under the 
guitlance of a Hottentot, and governed by a 
long whip. 

The cows here do not give fo much milk 
as in Holland ; it is likewife liippofed to be 
acrimonious and unwholefome. They are 
alfo fmaller ; and fuch as are, now and then, 
brought from Europe, are cftcemcd much 
more than thole bred in the country. 

Sheep ^ are in great plenty. They are, 

* Oi'/j laticauda. 


in 
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in general, larger, and their flefh is full as 
well-taftcd as in Europe. The tail, which 
confifts of pure fat, weighs five, and fome- 
times more, pounds. Their (kins are not 
covered with wool, but with a fort of hair, 
which is not very fine. Sheep are likewife 
met with, which are brought from Holland, 
and propagate equally with the others, but 
they are not fo abundant. 

The wild animals, which are found in the 
country, and among which the lion, the 
tiger, the leopard, the buffalo, and the ape, 
aic enumerated, arc now far removed from 
the Cape^ and arc feldom feen near it. The 
wolf only, at times, commits feme nodur- 
nal depredations. 

Zebras are fomctlmes caught alive, brought 
to the C<'Jpef and tameil. I law one in the 
Company’s menagtry. I'his animal has 
much analog), in lhape, with the common 
als, but is much larger. It is firipeJ v\ 1th 
plain brown and wlutc ftripes, of about two 
inches broad, terminatlr.g under the belly, 
which is whitilh. The head is likewife 
flriped, but with narrower lines. Although 

* Fjiifna muoilatay <t i.vtina. 
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it be in a manner tamed, It is always very 
mifchievous, and biteb, or kicks, at whatever 
other animal comes near it. 

Oftriches arc Ukcwife met with here. 
Their eg-o-s are bou^^ht for two or three 
ftivers apiece ; they are very good, fried, or 
in paftry, and very convenient to take with 
one, on a journey : one ofthem contain^ as 
much as twenty hen's eggs. The birds 
which I favv, were about four feet high, with 
ftrong and thick legs, and flumps inftcad of 
wings j they carry their head and long neck 
upright. The male is much handtomer than 
the female ; the latter is covered with an 
ugly kind of light brown hair, and thin 
feathers ; but the feathers of the male are 
black J and much handfomcr, and more glofTv. 

Sea-cows ^ arc lomctimes met with in the 
rivcis ; but I faw none. I cat, however, of 
the flefh of one, which the governor aflured 
me, had weighed more than two thouland 
pounds. The meat, and cfpecially the fat, 
is very tafteful, and docs not at all dilagree 
with the ftomach, however heai tily one eats 

* Sea-cow is the denomination given by the colonids at the 
Cape, to the Hippopotamus, or river-horfe. 7*. 
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Qjf it ; if not told beforehand, it might bp 
taken for beef. 

There is no want of game here ; Jleeti’^ 
boh hares fnipes and others, are in 
great plenty ; the firftmentioned, are very 
fine eating, and are efteemed the beft game. 

The fea yields an incredible quantity of 
fifli, for the confumption of the Cape, The 
Hottentot-filh, which is like a fea-bream, is 
daily brought to market, in great plenty. 
The Rooman-dfhj which is not unlike the 
former, only fomething bigger, is one of the 
moll delicious that is caught ; it is covered 
with light red fcales. Soles and rays are 
alfo abundant. 

When we were failing from RMen-l^iwi 
to the road of the CapCy we met a very large 
filh, floating upon its back, with its belly 
blown up, fo that it appeared five feet above 
the water. It paffed us within a (hip’s 
length, and appeared to be twenty feet in 
length. The opportunity would not allow 
of our hoifting out a boat, or I Ihould cer- 
tainly have endeavoured to have made my- 
felf made: of it. 

* Capra grimmia, -f* Ltpui capenjiif tt amm^nis, 
t ScoUpax €apinjfj. 

Many 
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Many infefls peculiar to warm countries, 
arc found here. In particular, the inhabi- 
tants are much tormented by flies, of which 
there are incredible quantities. In the Riet^ 
mllei (valley of reeds), about three Dutch 
miles from the Cafc^ I faw locufts of all 
colours, full four inches in length, and one 
in thicknefs. 

There are likewife fcorpions, fpiders, and 
centipedes. Of the laft, there are fome that 
arc four inches in length ; but it is very lel- 
dom, that any one is heard to have been 
ftung by them. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Firft Settlement of the Colony,- — Extenfen of it by 
French Refugees, — Colonifts in the Country. — In- 
habit mts of the Town, — Women, — Men, — Brefs , — 
Charuiler. — Fbeir Trade, — I edging of Strangers . — 
Cheapnefs of Provtficns. — DIJempers, — The Small- 
pox — Degrees cf Heat, — Barometer. — ^ides . — 
Coins. — Government — The Governor. — -Council of 
Polity, — Council of Jufice. — Punijkments. 
Drofis. — Clergymen, — Treops and Militia, 


Although the Portugude, the Dutch, 

and other nations, navigating to India, fre- 
quently touched at this fouthern extremity ot 
Africa, to refrefh themidves in Table-lB^.y^ 
as a tolerably Ihfe harbour ; \et none of them 
endeavoured to lecure a durable eftablilh- 
ment here, till the year 1^52. About that 
time, tlic diredors of our Eaft-India Com- 
pany, though fit, upon the inlligation of one^ 
Van Riebeek, lurgeon of one of their 
Ihips, to eftablhh a permanent lettlement, 
for a place of rcfrefhmcnt for their veflels, 
at the Cap: of Good Hope. For that purpofe 
they fent Van Riebeek, with four fhips, 

laden 
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laden with the neceflary materials, imple- 
ments, and provifions, to found a colony at 
this promontory. At firlt, he only built a 
fort of wood and earth, to which he gave the 
name of Keer de Kou (a defence againft cold), 
adding a few other buildings wanted for hi>> 
people, and to hold the goods. 

This colony has, in fad, extremely well 
anfwered the intent with which it was let- 
tied, and has encreaied lo much fince that 
time, that it may now be efteemed one of 
the molf indifj)cnfablc pofleflions of the 
Company. 

A number of refugees from France, who 
were obliged to leave that country, in 1685, 
on account of their religion, did not a little 
contribute to the extenfion of the fctticmcnt. 
Altho\!gh they met with an alylum in our 
republic, they did not, all of thcm,lind futH* 
cient means of ibpport ; many, therefore, 
emigrated again to this country, in order to 
exert their induftry, in the cultivation of 
• thofe fertile tiads, which lay here untilled, 
and Icarccly noticed. To facilitate this to 
them, the Company direfted, that the im- 
plements of hulbandry, cattle, and other 
iicceffarics, Ihould be delivered to them, 
^02 upon 
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upon condition that their value fhould be re- 
paid, at the end of four years. Two-thirds 
of tlie farmers that live in the country, bear 
names which prove their French origin. 
Among others, there are a great many of the 
names of ViLLiKRS and Retif. 

The friiitfiilnefs of the women in this 
healthy climate, where few, have lefs than 
lix, and many, more than ten or twelve chil- 
dren, has occahoned, and ftill occafions, the 
continual extcnfion of the colony inland ; fo 
that, as I have been informed by people well 
worthy of credit, there are farmers who live 
at the diftance of two hundred Dutch miles 
frtnn the town, and ftand in need of a 
month's time, to travel, with their teams of 
oxen, to the Cape, Tiicrc arc many of them 
who have never been at the fcttlcment, and 
never go out of the diftrift in which they 
dwell, coutenting themfclves with what the 
country affords, and living a patriarchal 
life, free from care, difquiet, and difeafe. 

The inhabitants of the town, both men* 
and women, look treih and healthy. They 
are well-proportioned ; and among the ladies, 
there are many who truly deferve the name 
of beauties. 


In 
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In general, they are likevvifc more witty 
and lively than the men ; free in their man- 
ners, and very fond of plealure, wliich is, in 
faft, the burincfs of their lives. They arc 
much attached to ftrangers, efpccially to the 
Englilh, who care not for their money, and 
fpend it freely upon the ladies, and in pro- 
curing them every k'uid of dlverfion. 1 did 
not perceive that they made much of the 
o-enerality of our fcamen ; \ct it docs not un- 
frequently happen, that thefe pick up wives 
here, and bring them to Europe. 

They all lead a very eafy life. The men, 
who are freemen of the tow n, arc leidom 
ften abroad : they arc generally at home, in 
an uiulrefs, and fpend their time m Imoking 
tobacco, and in loitering up and do^ui the 
houfe. 

After dinner, they take a nap, according 
to the Indian fa/hion, and in the evening 
they play a game at cards. They arc not 
addifted to reading, and arc, confcqucntly, 
very ignorant, and even know little of what 
is doing in other parts of the globe, cxcc]>t 
from what they may hear by the ftrangers 
who vifit them from time to time. I niel 
with fcveral, who were not to be perluad^^d, 
003 that 
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that a better country, or a more pleafant 
place, than this, their native home, was any 
where to be found. 

In drefs, both men and women follow the 
Dutch mode ; the appearance of the latter, 
however, is more modiih than might be ex- 
pected at fo fmall a place. 

The character of the inhabitants in gene^ 
ral, efpccially of the farmers, is open and 
friendly. They are extremely hofpitablc, 
and rtiarc whatever they pofl'cls with the 
Grangers who may vifit them. In the town, 
however, much envy and jcaloufy prevails 
among the inhabitants ; they grudge each 
other the Icaft good fortune, and theireompa- 
iiies, become in confecpcnce, on the long run, 
very difagrccablc toftrangers; for they cannot 
avoid flicvving their ill will for their neigh- 
bours, by remarks and larcatms, not always 
unaccompaiiied by Hander and calumny. 

Moft families at the Cape are maintained . 
by the trade, which they carry on with the 
leafaring people who touch there, or by 
keeping lodging-houfcs for the Ihips’ officers. 
Thefe generally pay one' rixdollar per day, 
per head. 

Thefe means would not, however, afford 

a fufficient 
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a fufficieiit livelihood, were not the iicccl- 
faries of life propoitlonably cheap. A good 
fat fheep feldona cofts more than feven Ikll- 
lino-s ^ ; when I was there, beef lold lor four 
or five dolts (eighths of a ftiver) per pound ; 
a mud\ of wheat amounted to about four 
gilders ; the common wines were lold, from 
two to three and a halt ftivers per bottle. 
Beer is not much drank here, though there 
lb a brewery near the town, where pretty 
good malt- liquor is made. 

On the other hand, all articles for drcls 
rnurt be Impoitcd from ICurope, or from the 
liidics, and this renders the Cape in this rc- 
rpe£f a dear place. Kuropean broad cloth 
generally affords a handlome profit, as an 
article oi trade. 

The chief dilorders incident to the coun- 
try, are tlich as arife I'iom coldo, occafioncd 
by the variability of the weather, and the 
, great changes in it, wdiich are lomctimcs 
felt on the fame day. Fluxes, putrid fevers, 
and all difeafes proceeding tiom ex'ceflive 
heat and noxious cxlialations, are feldom 
heard of, except in the holj)ital. 

Ab(uit 3;. gi. ftcrling. T. 

f A mud is equal to about tlirec bulhcls, T, 

004 
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This lettlement has, however, not long 
ago, llifFcrecl amazingly, for the third time, 
by the ravages of t!ie fmall-pox. Many of 
the iiihahiiunts, who had never had this dif- 
ordcr, fled to the country, where it had not 
fpread, and the town became, on a fudden, 
an abandoned and folitary place. 

In the beginning of this century, this de- 
Ariidivc Icoui 'j-c was unknown in this conn- 

O 

try. It was in the year iji :5, as 1 was told 
by (omc old people who were then alive, that 
it was difeovered fur the firft time, and de- 
ft] oyed a gicat number of the inhabitants. 

The Cape remained free from ito ravages, 
afterwards, till the year 1 755, when it again 
bind out witii great fury, and carried ofF 
upwards of two-and-twenty hundred of the 
inhabitants of the town, in a very fhort time. 

It appeared for a third time, in the years 
1765 and 1766. The infeftion was then 
faid to have been brought by an Indian flave ^ 
with one of the homeward fhipi. It did not 
rage with io mucli violence, as the two for- 
mer times ; but it was not till the year 1769 
that it entirely difappeared. 

During this latter prevalence of the con- 
tagion, one gentleman inoculated two of his 

children, 
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children, with this fingular confequeiicc, that 
the eruption did not take place, till the forty- 
fourth day after inoculation ; they both did 
very well, and were alive when I left the 
Cape. This man was the only one, who 
was rational enough, to put this ialutary in- 
vention in prafticc. 

The iircatcft de«:rec of heat, that I oh- 
fei\cd here, was and the loweft in 
the afternoon, bv a Fahrenheit’.^ thermome- 
ter. 7’hc barometer rilo-; and tails wrv tiul- 
dcii]\ ; jt i.,Lneiaih aleend^ when the wind 
is at s.K. and deleanni^ v. b.cn at N.w. 

'idle ti do nv)t life high ; the difference 
I ctwien iin;h and low water bcim/ no more 

o u 

than lh:\‘e or tour feet. 

The o.ver ducatoon, which goes in India 
for eighty ftivers, is only current here for 
feventy-two, whcthci milled or not. Ru- 
pees, whether of Balavia, Surat^ or Bengal^ 
indilcriminatcly, go for twenty -four (livers. 
The coins which are current in Holland, are 
equally fo here, except the Zealand rixdol- 
lars, for which no more than fifty (livers can 
be obtained. Sefthalfs (pieces of 5 ^- (livers) 
go for (killings (pieces of fix (livers). Ac- 
counts are kept here, juft as at Batavia^ in 

rixdollars 
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rixdollars of forty-eight (livers. At public 
Tales, and likcwife in retail, the prices arc 
taken at Cape gilders of fixteen (livers each. 
The Company’s books are kept here, as well 
as through all India, in Holland's currency. 

I'he chief authority is veded in a gover- 
nor, who is, at the fame time, counfellor of 
India. During my abode here, this office 
was filled by Mr, Tulbagii, who had rc- 
fidcd at the Cape^ in a variety of (lations, 
ever fincc the year 1716, and was univer- 
fally beloved by the colonifts, on account of 
his excellent qualities, 

A certain number of the chief fervants of 
the Company, arc given to him ascounfcllors, 
and who form the council of ]K)lit)'. The 
fecond in rank next to the governor, and the 
filcal, who is independent of him, have the 
rank of fenior merchants ; and thefe, toge- 
ther with the chief of the military, who has 
the title of licutcnant-coloncl, or major, are ^ 
the principal perfons of the eftablifliment. 

The management of whatever regards 
navigation, is veded in a comptroller of 
equipment, who is equally a member of the 
council of polity. 

The admlnidrationof judicc is confided to 

a feparate 
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a feparate council, of which, the fecond in 
command of the colony is prelident. In 
civil matters, an appeal lies from their fen- 
tence to the council of juftice at Batavia* 
la criminal affairs, they are empowered both 
to pafs fentence of death, and to put it into 
immediate execution. 

Puaiflimeiits arc very fevere here, efpe- 
cially with regard to oriental Haves. In tlie 
year 1768, I law one, who had fet an houfc 
on fire, broken alive upon the wheel, after 
the flellihad been torn from his body, in eight 
different places, with red-hot pincers, with- 
out his giving any llgn of pain, during the 
execution of this barbarous fentence, which 
laftcd full, a quarter of an hour. Impale- 
ment is in ufe here, as well as at Batavia, 

Officers arc appointed in the interior parts 
of the colony, called drojlsy or ffieriffis, who 
arreft criminals, but have no power of trying 
/)r judging them ; they mull be fent up to 
the council of juftice, to be examined and 
puniffied, 

Befides the above, there are fcveral other 
civil courts, or boards. 

There are three clergymen of the reform- 
ed religion, who preach twice every Sunday. 

The 
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The Company’s troops amount to about 
four hundred men. The inhabitants of the 
town, and the country-people, are all like- 
wife enrolled, and divided into companies. 
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